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83. Pe -| Dec. 5] Jan. 2 Alarming increase of Slave Trade . 3l 
(No. 20) 
84. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Lord i Russell | Dec. 31 | Feb. 1] No emancipated negroes sent from 
‘ (No. 23) Havana to Jamaica in 1859 32 
85. H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell Dec. 31 | Feb. 1] Acknowledging despatch respecting 
(Separate) Mr. J. V. Crawford's leave of 
absence . 32 
86. , ” --| Dec. 31 | Feb. 1 | Annual report on Slave Trade 32 
(No. 24) | 1860 
87. ” ..|Jan. 1) Feb. 1] No case brought before Mixed 
(No. 1) Court during last six months 35 
88. ” --| Jan. 2/ Feb. 1] Respecting emancipados who have 
: (No. 2) not received their free papers 36 
89. ” ” ..| Feb. 2) Feb. 28| Sending a cruizer to intercept 
(No. 3) slavers. Correspondence with 
Commodore at Jamaica . -. 36 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
1859 1859 
90. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Commis- | Apr. 5 To pay Mr. Smith 250/. as remu- 
sioners (No. 4) neration for services as Acting 
Registrar . 38 
91. ” ” | Apr. 15 Extracts of despatch from Mr. Craw- 
(No. 5) ford and Mr. Archibald deat 
bass suspected vessels . 38 
92. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- | Mar. 14 Apr. 25|Mr. Knox is dead. " Suggests 
bury (No. 13) Mr. Smith be appointed Registrar 38 
93 » n --| Mar. 15| May 2] Charges against Commander Old- 
(No. 14) field. Further correspondence 
with Admiral Grey ‘ 39 
94. ” » --| Mar. 21 ‘May 2 Damages awarded in case of f Eape- 
(No. 15) ranga” at 45 


vi 
No. 
95. 


96. 
97. 
98. 


99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 


112. 


113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 

118. 


119. 


120. 
12). 


122. 
123. 


124. 
125. 
126. 


127. 
128. 
129. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- 

bury (No. 16) 
Mr. Smith to Mr. Fitzgerald 

The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Com- 

missioners (No. 6) 

” ” (No. 7) 

» » ee 

(No. 8) 

” » os 

(No. 9) 

H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- 

bury (No. 17) 

‘ "(No. 18) 


(No. 19) 


Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners .. 


(No. 1) 
11.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- 
bury (No. 20) 


” (No. 21) 
” (No. 29) 


(No. 23) 
Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners .. 
(No. 2) 
(No. 8) 


” 


7 6 (No. 4) 
H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- 
bury (No. 24) 


"(No. 25) 
” (No. 26) 


” (No. 27) 
H M.’s Commissioners to Mr. Fitzgerald 

(Separate) 

Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s ——— - 

No. 5) 

H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell a 

(No. 29) 

(No. 30) 


” ” 


No. 31) 
Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners iy 
(No. 7 


(No. 8) 
H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell .. 
(No. 32) 


Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners .. 
(No. 10) 


(No. 11) 
(No. 12) 


” ” 

» ” 
. 

» ”» 


(No. 13) 
Mr. Smith to Lord Wodehouse sis oe 


” ” oe oe 


Date. 
1859 


Mar. 


Mar. 


May 
May 


June 


Receipt. 
1859 


22] May. 2 


21] May 21 
a}... 


31 oe 


6 


June 16 


Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
July 
June 


June 


8| June 27 


10 | June 27 


2] June 27 
5 
20 


July 30 


30 | July 30 


July 30 


5 | Aug. 15 


pn © WY WwW 


Oct. 27 


SusgeEcr. 


Question of procedure under Slave 
Trade Treaty sepenling office of 
Arbitrator . . 

Rate of exchange at which awards 
were calculated oe 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. 

Appointment of Mr. Smith and 

r. Bidwell as Registrar and 
Clerk lw. 

Answer to despatch of March 22 
respecting procedure... 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels. 

Acknowledging despatch No.1 


Acknowledging despatch No. 2 


Twelve cases condemned in Court, 
February 11 and 18 - 

Extract of Mr. Crawford's No. 14 
respecting suspected slavers .. 

Acknowledging No.5... as 


Has paid Mr. Smith 25C/. . 


No case adjudicated during last half- 
year ‘ 

Award balance paid to Senhor Val- 
dez’ private account “ E'speranga” 
Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels . “9 

As to choice of Arbitrator . 


Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels 

Correspondence with Portuguese 
Commissioner and Arbitrator re- 
specting award in case of “ E’spe- 
ranga” 

Annual report of Mixed Commis- 
wo 

Smith sworn as Registrar. 

vane of Mr. Bidwell .. d 

Acknowledging No. 8 of June 6 re- 
specting procedure ‘ 

Cause of delay in sending annual 
report .. 

Memorandum respecting ‘suspected 
vessels .. 

Acknowledging receipt of Lord J. 
Russell's appointment... 

Acknowledging receipt of No. 9 “of 
June 16 respecting suspected ves- 
sels 

Disappearance of Senhor Valdez 
from the Colony .. . 

Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels reported by Consul-General 
Crawford . 

Ditto reported by Consul Archibald 


Acknowledging receipt of Slave 
Trade information in No. 1 of 
July5 .. ‘ 
Reapoctiig Senhor Valdez | 


Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. 

Copy of Count Lavradio’s note of 
August 17, respecting instructions 
to Portuguese commanders ta 

Copy of Mr. Howard’s No. 19, re- 
specting Senhor Valdez’ dismissal 

Wants gratuity for aie as Regis- 
trar 

May he continue to act as Chancel- 
lor to foreign Consulates . 


Page 


110 
110 


111 


111 


112 


LIST OF PAPERS. 





No. Date. | Receipt. Susszcr. Page 
1859 1859 
180. H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell .. | Oct. 15 | Nov. 26| Receipt of No. 3. Choice of Arbi- 
(No. 33) trator sa: T12 
131. os .. | Oct. 15 | Nov. 26 — of Nos. 2 and 4. " Memo- 
(No. 34) 112 
132. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| Dec. 5] .. To pay Mr. Smith for Acting as 
(No. 16) Registrar . 113 
133. ‘5 5 -.| Dec. 5 we Copy of Mr. Crawford’s despatch 
(No. 17) respecting “ Tallulah” . 113 
134. rr ” Dec. 5 sis Memorandum rexpesting suspected 
(No. 18) vessels .. 113 
135. * ”» Dec. 7 . Ditto ee 118 
(No. 19) 
136. ” ” . | Dec. 15 - Ditto 113 
(No. 20) 
137. ” ” ..| Dec. 20] .. Cannot allow Mr. Smith to act in 
(No. 21) foreign Consulates é 113 
138. » ” ..| Dec. 20 ° Memorandum respecting suspected 
(No. 22) vessels .. 114 
139. H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell ..| Nov. 17 | Dec. 27 | Acknowledging No. 5. Memoran- 
{No. 35) dum 114 
140. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| Dec. 28 ‘ Memorandum respecting suspected 
(No. 23) | 1860 vessels . 114 
141. o ..| Jan. 2 Ditto, ee oe os +» 114 
(No, 1) 
142. ” Jan. 23 an Ditto ee oo 114 
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(No. 3) | 1859 | 1860 
144, H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell ..| Dec. 16| Jan. 30) Acknowledging Nos. 10 and 18 re- 
: (No. 37) .specting Senhor Valdez . +» 115 
145. ” ..| Dec. 16 | Jan. 30} Acknowledging No. 12 respecting 
(No. 38) instructions to Portuguese Com- 
: manders .. ws -» 115 
146, ” --| Dec. 16} Jan. 30} Acknowledging Nos. 7, 8 9, 1 
(No. 39) | 1860 and 14. Memoranda 115 
147. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners .,| Jan. 31 . Memorandum it ti suspected 
(No. 4) vessels .. ee 115 
148. ” -+| Feb. 15 Ditto oe oe or 115 
(No. 6) 
149. ” . -.| Feb. 23 oe Ditto “e ‘a re +. 116 
(No. 7) 
150. H.M.’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell ..| Jan. 3] Feb. 28] No case adjudicated during last half- 
(No. 1) ear 116 
151. » ” - |Jan. 8] Feb. 28] No case adjudicated “during 1859... 116 
(No. 2) 
152. » ” --|Jan. 3] Feb. 28] No slaves liberated in 1859 116 
(No. 3) 
153. Ps ” -.| Jan. 3] Feb. 28] Annual report for 1859 116 
(No. 6) 
_ 155. » ” --| Jan. 16| Feb. 28] Acknowledging despatches Nos. 15, 
(No. 8) 17, and 18 Hi 117 
156. ” ” --| Jan. 16] Feb. 28 es despatch No. 17 re- 
(No. 9) specting Mr. Smith’s remunera- 
, tion 117 
157. ” Jan. 19| Feb. 28 | Shipment of slaves at Ibo, and sus- 
(No. 10) picious conduct of the Governor . 118 
158. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| Mar. 1 Memorandum respecting suspected 
(No. 8) vessels .. aa a .. 119 
. 159. ” ” -»|Mar. 5] .. | Ditto a 119 
(No. 9) 
160. ” -+| Mar. 21 ee Ditto ee “ “ + 119 
(No. 10) 
161. ” ” -»| Mar. 27 . Ditto oe ee oe e- 119 
(No. 11) 
LOANDA. 
' 1859 1859 
162. Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Gabriel ee ..| Apr. 12]... Sending his Cuinidailon as Com- 
(Separate) missioner in the Mixed Court .. 120 
163. Mr. Fitzgerald to Sir H. Huntley .. --| Apr. 12]... Sending his Commission as Arbi- 
trator 120 
164. The Ear) of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Commis- | Apr. 13| .. To introduce Sir H. Huntley ‘to 
sioner (No. 8) Portuguese colleagues .. «. 121 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. 
1859 
166. Mr. Fitzgerald to Sir G. Jackson. Apr. 30 
167. H.M.'s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Dec. 5 
Malmesbury (No. 73) 
168. ay Pr ..| Dee. 10 
(No. 74) 
169. as P .»| Dee. £0 
(No. 75) 
1860 
170. i 5 ..|Jan. 1 
(No. 1) 
171. % 6 --|Jan. 1 
(No. 2) 
172, H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Jan. 1 
Malmesbury (No. 3) 
173. = ” ..| Jan, 15 
(No. 4) 
174. $s r ..| Jan. 20 
(No. 5) 
175. = .| Feb. 1 
(No. 6) 
176. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Com- | May 21 
missioners (No. 10) 
172. 5 ” .-| May 21 
(No. 11) 
178, H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Feb. 23 
Malmesbury (No. 7) 
179. The Ear) of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Com- | June 10 
missioner (No. 12) 
180. ” ” ..| June 16 
(No. 13) 
181. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- | Mar. 5 
bury (No. 9) 
182. ” ” «| Mir. 10 
(No. 11) 
183. "9 ..| Mar. 10 
(No. 12) 
184. i ii ..| Apr. 2 
(No. 15) 
185. Mr. Gabriel 10 the Earl of Malmesbury May 5 
(Private) 
186. Sir H. Huntley to the Earl of Malmesbury .| May 2 
(No. 8.) 
187. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| July 5 
(No. 1) 
188. Lord J. Russell to H,M.’s Commissioner July 16 
(Separate) 
189. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| Aug. 16 
(No, 2) 
190. ” ” ..| Aug. 16 
(No. 3) 
191. is ‘5 .. | Aug, 19 
(No. 4) 
192. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Apr. 10 
Malmesbury (No. 16) 
193. Z - ..| Apr. 15 
(No. 17) 
194. ” ” -+| Apr. 20 
(No. 18) 
195. ” » -»| May 1 
(No. 19) 
196. » » on May 2 
(No. 20) 
197. » > -»| May 38 
(No. 21) 
198. ”» ”» o. May 5 
(No. 22) 


Receipt. 


1859 
May 
May 


June 


Sept. 





Suspect. 


Particulars respecting his pension . 
Has communicated information re- 

specting “J. W. Reid” . 
Arrival of Mr. Brown 


Letter addressed to Governor-Ge- 
neral respecting “Rio Zaire,” 
boarded by Her Majesty’s steamer 
“ Medusa” 

No case adjudicated ‘during last half 
year 

Return of slaves emancipated and 
registered to the end of 1858 

Reply of Governor-General 
specting “ Rio Zaire” 

Escape of barque 
under American colours, 
slaves... wa a es 

Dr. Rodrigues and Senhor de 
Castro have renewed their respec- 
tive oaths of office 

Joint Report of Mixed Commission 
for 1858 

Memorandum a iit ‘suspected 
vessels... 

Approving his No. 75 respecting 
“Rio Zaire”. 

Sentence of Court of Relagao on 
slave-dealer Benito Derizanz 

Appointment of Mr. Brown 


re- 


Panchita, ‘» 
with 


Extract of despatch from Havana 
Commissioners No, 10, respecting 
suspected slavers . 

“J. W. Reid” has escaped with 
slave cargo. Slave Trade under 
United States’ flag 

Renewal of onthe by Portuguese 
Commissioners .. 

Receipt of despatch No. 14 

Schooner, without colours and 
papers, captured by “ Triton’ .. 

Proceedings in Congo river. Letter 
from Mr. Perry. Expected arrival 
of Florez . 

Wishes to resign C lerxship at Loanda 


Extract of Mr. Crawford's No. 14 
respecting suspected slavers 
To send despatches to Her Majesty's 

Minister at Lisbon for perusal . 
Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. 
Respecting slave-dealer Flores 


Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels 

Correspondence with Governor-Ge- 
neral respecting “J. J. Cubb” 
having shipped slaves at Loango . 

Report on Slave Trade for 1858 


Arrival of United States’ corvette 
«* Marion” 

Acknowledging despatch of "January 
22, respecting Board of rps 
tendence . 

Acknowledging Slave Trade papers 


Acknowledging receipt of No. 4 
respecting suspicious vessels .. 

Suspicious Portuguese brig ‘ a 
riencia” has left for Cape 
Islands 


.-. ae ee or 


Page 


121 


122 
122 


122 
123 
123 
124 


125 


126 
127 
127 
127 


128 
130 


130 


130 
131 


. 181 


132 


132 
136 


137 
187 


137 . 


137 


138 


138 


. 140 


145 


145 
146 


me 


ie 


LIST OF PAPERS. 





No. Date. 
1859 

199. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | May 5 
Malmesbury (No. 23) 

200. < - -.| May 10 
(No. 24) 

201. 5 " ..| May 10 
(No. 25) 

202. » ” - | June 8 
(No. 28) 

203. » June 24 
” (No. 29) 

204. Mr. Gabriel to the Earl of ——— -| June 25 
rate) 

205. Her Majesty’s Commissioner to be Earl of | June 30 
Malmesbur (No. 32) 

206. Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of | July 1 
Malmesbury (No. 33) 

207. ” ” . July 1 
(No. 34) 

208. Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Earl of | July 10 
Malmesbury (No. 37) 

209. ” July 10 
” (No. 38) 

210. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner ..| Sept. 8 
(No. 5) 

211. ” »” ee Sept. 22 
(No. 6) 

212, H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | May 26 
Malmesbury (No. 27. Confidential) 

213. % ”» -+| May 24 
(No. 26) 

214. ” ” -+| June 25 
(No. 30) 

215. ‘i Pa «+ | June 26 
(No. 31) 

216. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner ..| Oct. 18 
(No. 8) 

217. o ++| Oct. 18 
(No. 9) 

218. ” -.| Oct. 21 
(No. 10) 

219. ” --| Nov. 38 
(No. 11) 

220. ” - .. | Nov. 10 
(No. 12. Confidential) 

221. ” «.| Nov. 11 
(No. 13) 

222. Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell -»| Nov. 18 

223. Lord Wodehouse to Sir H. Huntley... -| Nov. 22 

224. Sir H. Huntley to Lord Wodehouse Nov. 23 

225. Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell . Nov. 18 

226. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner Nov. 22 
(No. 14) 

227. Lord Wodehouse to Sir H. Huntley... - | Nov. 26 

228. H.M.’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmes- | July 25 
bury (No. 39) 

229. Po ra -+| July 25 
(No. 40) 

230. ” ” -.| July 26 
(No. 41) 

231. ” ” - | July 30 
(No. 42) 

232. ” ” -+| July 30 
(No. 43) 

233. ” ” --| Aug. 10 
(No. 44) 

234. ‘ ‘i . | Aug. 30 
(No. 45) 

235. ” is ..| Aug. 31 
(No. 46) 

236. H.M.’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell ..| Sept. 1 
(No. 47) 

Crass A. 


Receipt. 
1859 


Sept. 2 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 2 


Sept. 2 


cs 
= 
wo wb NS NM NS WY NY 


Nov. 19 


Nov. 24 
Nov. 29 


~) 
eo 
° 
_ hk bk hk hh kh 


ix 


Susgecr. Page 


Acknowledging No. 2 of January 22 
respecting slaves introduced tate 


Brazil .. . 147 
Acknowledging No. 5, respecting 
suspected vessels . 147 
Capture of “ Orion’ and “ Ar- 
dennes,” and release of “ ns 
Lincoln” by “ Marion” 147 
Suspicions of Brazilian Consul re- 
specting Portuguese ships “Venus,” 
“Triumphante,” and ‘* Tarujo II 150 
Acknowledging receipt of No. 7, 
respecting suspected slavers 151 
Acknowledging receipt of i 
ment as Commissioner .. 151 
Acknowledging No. 8, respecting 
Sir H. Huntley 152 
No case adjudicated ee 152 
“Acknowledging despatch of April 3, 
respecting suspected vessels .. 152 
Departure of Sir H. Huntley for 
England . -» 153 
Appointment of Mr. Peixoto as 
temporary Clerk ee 153 
Authorizing appointment of Mr. 
Peixoto as Clerk . - 154 
Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. 154 
Flores expected to return ; ; con- 
cerned in affair of “ Reyla” =... 154 
Case of * — eaurel by 
“Triton” . +. 155 
Further respecting ‘a Regia” 159 
Letter to Governor-General re- 
specting seizure of “ Regla” 164 
Memorandum a ae “pected 
vessels a - 168 
Ditto 168 
Ditto 168 
Ditto 168 
Portuguese instructions to Naval 
Commanders. ++ 168 
Extract of Mr. Crawford’s No. 24, 
respecting suspected vessels 169 
Reasons for leaving his post -. 169 
May stay in England till after the 
23rd instant a 169 
Will return on December 23 + 169 
Inclosing his despatch of Novem- 
ber 18... 170 
Memorandum respecting suspected 
vessels .. 170 
May = in England till Decem- 
ber 23... - 170 
Brigantine captured by « Vi iper” . 170 
Barque captured by ‘‘ Antelope” . 171 
Receipt of No. 9, respecting abolish- 
ment of labour in Angola. vw. V7 
Has communicated contents of 
No. 10 .. 171 
Acknowledging No. 10, reepecting 
“Rio Zaire’... - 172 
Schooner captured by “ Archer”. 172 
Brig captured by “ Pluto” . «- 172 
Further correspondence with Go- 
vernor-General eee “ Rio 
Zaire” 173 
Acknowledging Lord J. Russell's 
appointment we a +. 174 


x. ‘Lag OF PAPERS. 






No. . " Date. | Recei Susygecr. 
7, HM Cuieleastonde io Lined J. Revell oan | me of Mexican pee oC 
. HM.’s r to Lord J. val - A) 4 | Capture of Mexic ue Laura” 
a (No. 49) : bs 4 ‘by “ Archer” vague o- 174 
° ” ” + Sept. : ledging r. rown’ 8 a 
(No. 50) * pointment as Clerk 175 
289. = "(N 1) .| Sept. 2] Dec. 4 gore ag 13, respecting 
fo. 51 suspected vessels . os 175 
240. ” "ON - Sept. 10| Dec. 4) Schooner captured by “ Triton” o» 175 
io. 52) 
241. ” "ON .+| Sept. 20| Dec. 4] Schooner captured by “ Archer” .. 176 
0. 53) 
242. ” *» ..| Sept. 20} Dec. 4] Slave Trade under United States’ 
(No. 54) flag, and corres a with 
Commander of United States’ cor- 
vette ‘‘ Vincennes” 176 
245. » ” .. | Sept. 20] Dec. 4] Respecting remuneration as Acting 
(Separate) = n pcepaeneert Ae 178 
246, ” ” +e t. 25 | Dec. 4] Further correspon respecting 
(No. 55) | “J. J. Cobb” 178 
247. ” » .-| Sept. 28] Dec. 4 a of “ Regla.” Correspon- 
(No. 56) her... - 180 
248. ” ..| Sept. 29| Dec. 4 Arrival of Flores de -. 184 
(No. 57. Confidential) 
249. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner ..| Dec. 5 . Copy of Mr. Crawford’s No. 29, 
(No. 35) respecting “ Zallulah” 185 
250. i --| Dec. 5 5a Memorandum oe suspected 
(No. 16) vessels .. ‘ o- 185 
251. Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell . -»| Dec. 6] Dec. 6} Asks for contract passage e .. 185 
252. Mr. Murray to Sir H. Huntley -+| Dec. 16 Passage ordered .. ‘ -. 185 
253, Sir H. Huntley to Mr. Murray Dec. 24 | Dec. 27 | Has embarked 186 
254. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Preeaielbene «+| Dec. 15 oh Memorandum smyoaing suspected 
(No. 17) vessels 4. 186 
255. ” --| Dec. 20} .. Ditto oe ¥ es 186 
(No. 18) 
256." ” .-| Dec. 28 . Ditto 186 
(No. 19) | 1860 
257. és % -.|Jan. 2 Ditto se oa we -. 186 
(No. 1) 
258. ” ” -.| Jan. 23 : Ditto eas “ie «. 186 
(No. 2) 
259. ” ” -.|Jan. 23]... 3507. awarded to him as . aeliag 
(Separate) | 1859 1869 Commissioner 187 
260. H.M.’s Commissioner to Lord J. — Oct. 15| Jan. 24| Arrival of Mr. Brown... ++ 187 
lo. 60 
262. 4% ‘ ( ) .| Oct. 31 | Jan. 24 | Portuguese Commissioner gone home 
(No. 61) on leave. Governor-General sworn 
in. 187 
263. ”» ” ..| Oct. 81] Jan. 24 Acknowledging despatch respecting 
(No. 62) sending despatches to Lisbon .. 188 
264. ” ” «| Oct. 31| Jan. 24] Capture of “Lillie Mills” by 
: * (No. 63) * Archer” . ée 188 
265. » » .| Oct. $1} Jan. 24} Has informed Governor-General 
(No. 64) and erage of so re- a 
8 ing suspected vessels +» 189 
266. ” is Oct. $1 | Jan. 24 « Bric mare by United States’ 
(No. 65) i 189 
267. ” ” .| Oct. 31] Jan. 24 ckoortedging srs about re- 
(No. 66) arenes .. 190 
268, % " -| Oct. $1] Jan. 24} Correspondence. with Governor-Ge- 
(No. 67) neral and sig Ae Caben whee 
specting ler Majesty's si MP . 
* Pluto” . ee 190 
269. ” ” | Nov. 7| Jan. 24] Has aban information re- 
nM (No. 68) By rte Sans pected vessels -. 191 
270. ” ” (No. 6 * Nov. 11} Jan. 24 besa by “ Archer” . 191 
lo. 69 
271. » “ ++] Nov. 11] Jan. 24 haere as respecting 
i (No. 70) dou hs Be nateh oop teh 191 
272. ” » - 11} Jan. 24| Acknowledging despa respecting ‘ 
(No. ny i. \ suspected 2 Ag 192 
973, . wy » ¢ we fov..18| Jan. 24 Proceedings er ajesty's 
{ (No. 78) cruisers towards vessels emp! 
date a in coasting trade... +. 192 
» » ee Nov. 25 Jan. 24 of bs Tavernier,” with 518 
“ (No. 74)] 0 , by ** Viper’ oe «+ 202 
drat. 045 ng + «| Nov. 30 | Jan. 241. with Governor-Ge. 
“>. (No. 75) ' neral respecting clearance of ‘sa 
i os 6 i ” " Le Pee AEN ie oe 
” » +.| Dec. 2 | Jan. 24 Req leave of absence ++ 207 
(Separate) 





LIST OF PAPERS. xl 


No. Date. ee Sunszcr. rid 
f : 1860 1 
277. Lord J, Russell to H.M.’s nee a Jan. 28} .. Memorandum nape —— ioe 
lo. vs 
278. re a e+| Jan. 31 os Ponsa . ei ry +. 207 
(No. 4) : 
279. i * --| Jan. 81 as Mr. Brown will be appointed Vice- 
ft (No. 6) Consul in order to act in Commis- 
sion oe +e es +. 207 
280. BR pa --| Jan. 31 ee Cosmting leave. Sir H. Huntley to 
+ (Separate) 
281. a a ..| Feb. 4] .. Approving ‘is ‘his No. 61 respecting | 
282, Sante FP A his Ne 
5 ia n ..| Feb. 4 ne pproving his 0. 78 i 
(No. 8) proceedings of Her pew 8 
wah om Biron towards coasting tra 208 
; ” ” --| Feb. 15 ae lemorandum res 
(No. 10) vessels ., Nia soci 
285. ” rf «| Feb. 23 ee Ditto a ve +e -. 208 
& (No. 11) 
286. ” ” -.| Mar. 1 ee Ditto ee ar ee +» 208 
(No. 12) 
287. ” » -.| Mar. 5 se Ditto oe ee os -« 208 
; (No. 13) | 1859 
288. H.M.’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell ..| Dec. 5| Mar. 13] Arrival of American squadron. 
(No. 76) Loanda to be head-quarters S 
289. ” Ps -:| Dec. 5] Mar. 18] Acknowledging No. 6 respecting 
(No. 77) oc uapected veseels . +. 209 
290. n > .- | Dec. 20} Mar. 18\ “ Orion,” with 888 slaves, captured 
(No. 78) ay ‘* Pluto” 
291. 93 +5 -+| Dec. 28 | Mar. 13 licia” captured by United States’ 
_ 79) sloop “Constellation” .. 210 
292. » Dec. 31} Mar. 13] No case adjndicated during last 
: "(No. 80) 1860 half-year . ‘ 210 
293. Lord J. Russell to H.M.’s Cineiitanncs -.| Mar. 21 Fc Memorandum respecting suspected 
(No. 14) vessels ., * ve 223 
294. ” ” ..| Mar. 27 Pe Ditto oe ee ee va BBB 
(No. 15) 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS 
WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 


1859 1859 
295. Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the | Mar. 30/ Apr. 2/ Further report respecting visit paid 
Admiralty to the French ship “ Phonix” . 212 
296. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- | Apr. 2] Apr. 4] Reply to letter of the 22nd ultimo, - 
_ gerald relative to proposed alteration in 
5 Article VIII of Ashburton Treaty. 
Prostitution of United States’ flag. 
As toforce on West Coast for 
watching . 218 


297. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Mar.11| Apr. 5 Cossshvantince with Commodore 
Admiralty tne const 4 io ‘a French 
“ Phonix” er sjesty's 
ris Md Alecto” (4 213 
298. The os to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- | Apr. 5] Apr. 6] Her jer Majesty s ein «Brune to ais 
299. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the | Feb. 6] Apr. 9 ber oe of a bs ‘off River 
Admiralty corms by ne Majesty's . 
300. Lieutenant Gibbons to the Secretary to the | Jan. 17| Apr. 9 — tured off Whydah rh 
_. Admiralty 2 og Si ones og Wah by 215 
801. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Mar. 15| Apr. 9 Relative to revival of Slave Trade 
i [aap | 
a * : » os 17 r 11 i] "s shi 
, : ” “ Vesuvius” and the Cqusiien i 
sf West Coast Africa ee ee 217 
303. Lieutenant Lodder to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Mar. 18| Apr. 12 | Visit of Her 's ship “Brune” 
Grey Bes ‘ i ex- of Lagos, at pai 
304, The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fits: | Apr. 25 | Apr. 27 | Letter to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey en 
3 “ 7 Soulé” suai 
$05. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Mar.15| May 5 of capture by Her | 8 
to the Admiralty cg . ship“ Viper,”. % the “ 





xi 


No, i: 


$06. Rear-Admiral Sir 
to the Admiralty 


307. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr..Fits- 
gerald 


808. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralt 
309. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- 
¢ gerald 
310. Mr. Fitegerald to the Secretary to the Admi- 


ralt; 
811. Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


312. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- 


gerald 
313. » ” 


314. Mr. ee to the Secretary to the Admi- 
ralty 


315. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


816. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the 


Admiralt 
317. Lieutenant rE to Commander Courtenay 


818. Commander Hodgkinson to the Secretary to 
the Admiralty 


319. Lieutenant Simpson to Commander Courtenay 
320. » » 


821. Commander Burton to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 

$22. Captain Sanderson to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


823. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. 
rey 


324. Commodore Wire to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 
325. ” ” 
$26. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord 
Pedic Wise to the poll the 
327. Commodor to t to 
Admiralty tiie 


828. aAee ! ” “a 





F. Grey to the Secretary it 


May 4 
Mar. 15 
May 9 


May 20 
Mar. 21 


May 21 


-| June 9 


June 10 
Apr. 24 


May 4 
Apr. 25 


Mer. 21 


May 7 


-| Apr. 25 


Apr. 24 
June 3 


May 14 


May 18 


-| May 18 


July 22 


May 16 


May 16 


May 18 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


May 7 
May 10 


May 21 


May 22 
June 10 


June 11 
June 13 


June 28 
July 14 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 


July 23 


July 97 


ment or Chiefs in. that, territory 
are le for breaches of 
Slave Trade Treaties .. +. 223 
attempt to d fort 
and barracoons in Pongas river . 228 
Boarding of United States’ mer- 
chant-vessel “ Catherine” by Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘“‘ Medusa” +. 224 
Slave barracoons in Rio Pongas 
should be destroyed ne a 
Report on Slave on East and 
est Coasts of Africa, Return 
of vessels in 1857 and 1858 .. 224 
Instructions have been sent to 
destroy barracoons at Rio Pongas 230 
Report from Lieutenant Grubbe of 
er Majesty's ship ‘‘ Teazer,” re- 
specting the boy Stephen Beckley. 230 
Opinion as to responsibility of Li- 
berian Government or Chiefs for 
slave-trading acts . ee ile 
Death of Consul Campbell. Dis- 
turbances at Lagos. British flag 
should be hoisted there .. 56 
Capture, by Her Majesty's ship 
“Triton,” of a vessel off Mesel . 232 
Boarding, by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Pluto,” of United States’ barque 
“ Ardennes”... - a6 
Respecting boarding of the United 
States’ barque “J. J. Cobb” by 
Her Majesty's ship *‘ Viper” .: 234 
Visit of United States’ barqu 
“ Hazard” by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Piuto” .. oe a se 
Boarding of United States’ ship 
“ Orion” by Her Majesty’s ship 
* Pluto” ac ss ais 
Reporting boarding and detention 
United States’ barque “ Orion” 
Reporting serious outbreak between 
the two head Regents of Bonny, 
and his proceedings in consequence 
Reporting the circumstances attend- 
ing the boarding of the United 
States’ brig “ H.C. Sampson” . 
Copy of letter addressed by him to 
the Spanish Governor of Fernando 
Po, requesting him to prohibit the 
conveyance, under the English 


224 


231 


282 


+. 240 

Visit of Her Majesty's ship “ Con- 
flict” to the factories at Punta da 
Lenha 


of aN oe +. 241 
Commodore Wise deems unadvisable 
occupation of Amboise Island. 241 
Relative to the prostitution of the 

American flag for Slave Trade 
es ¥ +. 242 


R Her "s ships 
# and “ Pluto having 
conveyed to the United: States’ 


No. 
330. 


331. 


332. 


333. 


334. 


335. 
336. 


+337. 


338. 


339, 


340. 


341. 


343. 


> 344, 


845. 
346. 


* $47. 


349. 


351. 


353. 


854. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


1688 1859 


* 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


Lord Wodehouse to the 


Secretary to the 
Admiralty is 


Lieutenant Pike to Commodore Wise 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord 
Wodehouse 

Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord 
Wodehouse 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


” » 


Commander Close to Commodore Wise .. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


’ ” ” 


Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to 
the Admiralty 


Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. 
Grey 


” ” 


Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admi- 
ralty 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ham- 
C Hewett to the Secretary to the 
Mr. fad tu the esnitaryite the Adeel- 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 
|. Admiralty eed 


LL eeieha is t >. oe 


May 18 


Aug. 1 


. | June 20 


June 15 


..| June 8 


Aug. 15 
June 6 


.| June 15 


Aug. 17 


June 22 


. | June 20 


June 11 


.| July 16 


June 23 


June 21 
June 22 


June 9 


-| June 9 


Aug. 26 


Aug. 27 
June 15 
Sept. 6 


July 12 
July 9 


July 27] 8 


July 14 


July 


18 


Aug. 19 


16 | Res; 


ce 
of domestic slaves should be ap- 
proved .. 4 re +» 246 
of a siaver formerly 
“ Amanda and Maria,” by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Antelope” 
ig boarding of 
og gs ei 
nes” ler ‘a 8 
inition” tod * Pia m9 
nstructions i im ing 
errant tapeh 
ler is! » hav’ roper 
registers, and not being ceed 
to carry domestic slaves . +» 247 
Requesting further definite instruc- 
tion for boarding vessels . . 248 
Proceedings of Commodore Wise 
with Her Majesty’s ships in the 
River Scarcies .. “s $i 
State of affairs at Lagos, Porto 
Novo, Badagry, and other places 
in the vicinity of the Bights .. 
Report by Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey 
on the “Rufus Soulé,” “ Kate 
Helen,” and *‘ Mary Elizabeth” . 
Consul Hutchinson’s request for a 
man-of-war to be attached to the 
Consulate at Fernando Po e+ 252 
Circumstances under which United 
States’ barque “ Orion” was de- 
tained by Her Majesty's ship 
“Triton.” Has disapproved Lieu- 
tenant Burton’s proceedings .. 253 
Suggests that French might procure 
oe elsewhere than in Bight 
of Benin .. . 
Respecting 
scheme a ne se 
Portuguese Governor-General denies 
truth of report of intention of 
Portuguese to extend their do- 
minions on West Coast of Africa . 255 
Relative to the Portuguese claim to 
territory on West tof Africa 256 


249 


. ae +. 254 
French _ emigration 
255 


Aug. 20 | Boarding of United States’ barque 


Aug. 26 | Relative to French 


Aug. 26 


Aug. 29 
Sept. 5 


Sept. 17 


Sept. 17 





“Zouisa Kilham,” by Her Ma- 
jesty's ship “ Confli AF ve 
having ceased 
to procure emigrants from near 
Cape Mount, Liberia... + 
Slave Trade on West Coast of 
Africa. Visit to “ Brownsville” 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto” . 


256 


257 


257 


Reply to letter of the 15th instant. 
Admiral Grey should be provided 
with light vessels to compel Native 
Chiefs to keep their, Treaty engage- 
ments .. a Nees 

Have no vessels of light draught of 


water suitable for ean coast . 258 








xiv LIST OF PAPERS. 


Admiralty 


No. Date. 
1859 

355. Cummodore Wise to the Secretary to the | July 8 
Admiralty 

356. * a July 11 

357. Mr. Hammond to the Seeretary to the Admi- | Sept. 23 
ralty 

358. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Aug. 16 
to the Admiralty 

359. ” ” Aug. 16 

360. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ham- | Sept. 30 
mond 

361. Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admi- | Oct. 8 
ralty 

362. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord | Oct. 14 
Wodehouse 

363. Lieutenant Simpson to the Secretary to the | July 17 
Admiralty 

364. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | July 27 
Admiralty 

365. - » Aug. 9 

366. . » Aug. 15 

367. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the | July 29 
Admiralty 

367*. - + July 30 

368. Commodore Wise to the Seerctary to the | July 26 
Admiralty 

369. Po 3, .| Aug. 27 

370. ” ” fer July 26 

371. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the | Aug. 10 
Admiralty 

372. » » a. Aug. 17 

373. Commander Sullivan to the Secretary to the | Sept. 20 
Admiralty 

374. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord | Nov. 11 
Wodehouse 

375. Commander Fitz-Roy to the Secretary to | Aug. i7 
the Admiralty 

376. Lieutenant Simpson to Commodore Wise .. | Sept. 4 

377. Acting Captain Hewett to the Secretary to | Aug. 18 
the Admiralty 

378. ” » .+| July 27 

379. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the | Sept. 11 
Admiralty 

380. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Sept. 23 


Receipt. 
1859 
Sept. 17 


Sept. 17 


Sept. 28 


Sept. 29 


Oct. 15 


Oct. 15 
Oct. 15 


Oct. 25 


Oct. 26 
Oct. 30 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 8 


SuBJect. Page 


Relative to proceedings of Com- 
mander Close, of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Trident,” at the Island of 
Bulama, in August last . 

Respecting detention of United 
States’ vessel “ Orion” by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Triton” . 

Approving Treaty with Thomas 
Caulker, Chief of the Plantain 
Islands .. 

Does not think it advisable to attack 
Pongas barracoons at present. 
Gun-boats wanted 

Relative to the authority of Liberia 
over the Chiefs and territory of 
Gallinas .. 

Claims of the owners of the French 
dhow ‘ Fitima,” destroyed by 
“ Lyra” in 1858 . . 

As to protection of fugitive slaves 
at Bulens 

Loss of officer, master, and boat of 
the ** Brune,” on Lagos bar. Sug- 
gests defence of Lagos, and re- 
moval of * Brune” 

Capture, by Her Majesty's ship 
s Pluto,” of Spanish ae: “ Espe- 
ranza” .. 

Capture and destruction of three 
feluccas by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Vesuvius” ae 

Boarding of American vessel 


ae Memphis” by Her Majesty’s ship 
2 


“ Vesuvius” 

Boarding of United States’ slaver 
“ Star of the East,’ by Her 
Majesty’s ship * Vesuvius” - 

Boarding of United States’ vessel 
‘ Memphis" by Her Majesty's ship 
“Triton” . 

Boarding of “ Ottawa” by “Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship Triton”. 

Respecting boarding of United 
States’ barque “ Isla da Cuba” 
by * Vesuvius” 

Slave Trade, and proceedings ‘of 
Her Majesty's ships on West 
Coast of Africa .. 

Report on Slave Trade ‘on West 
Coast of Africa .. 

Boarding of ‘“ Lillie Mills” by Her 
Majesty's ship * Triton” 

Capture of schooner iby Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “Triton” .. 

ie oa of slaver by Her Majesty’ 8 

ip “ Conflict” 

Respecting boarding of United 
States’ ship “ Rebecca” by Lieu- 
tenant Simpson, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Pluto,” and to prostitution 
of the United States’ flag 

Reporting boarding of United States’ 
vessel “J. Harris” by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “ Falcon” ‘ 

Seizure of two lannches by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Pluto” . 

Reporting capture of schooner by 

‘er Majesty’s ship “‘ Archer” ., 

Reporting boarding of American 
barque “ Star of the East” b 
Her Majesty's ship “ Archer” 

Boarding of United States’ vessel 
se Emily” by Her Majesty’s ship 
“Triton” . 

Relative to Commander Totten, of 
the United States’ corvette ‘‘ Vin- 
cennes,” having neglected to board 
the slaver “Memphis,” and calling 
attention to the previous conduct 
of that officer , a oe 


262 


263 


289 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


- Commander Hewett to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


” ” 


. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 


to the Admiralty 


. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


. Captain Courtenay to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


” ” 


. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


” ” 


. Lieutenant Chapman to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


- Commander Close to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


i liereetar Fitz-Roy to Commodore Wise 


. Commander Hewett to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


- Captain Courtenay to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


- Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. 


Gre 


» Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 


to the Admiralty 


. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord 
Wodehouse 


. Commodore Edmonstone to the Seeretary to 


the Admiralty 


. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. 


Grey 


. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord 


Wodehouse 


. Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


” ” 


. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 


to the Admiralty 


. Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral 


Sir F. Gre 


+ rey 
. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord 


Wodehouse 


Lieutenant Simpson to Captain Courtenay .. 


” eo 


Date. 
1859 
July 27 


.| Aug. 10 


Sept. 10 


Sept. 14 


Sept. 23 


Sept. 27 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 22 


Oct. 22 
Sept. 27 


Dec. 22 
Aug. 17 


Sept. 20 
Oct. 19 


Nov. 23 

Nov. 17 

Oct. 13 
1860 


Jan. 30 


1859 
Dec. 80 


Jan. 10 


Jan. 21 
Mar. 9 


Jan. 25 


1859 
Dec. 1 


Receipt, 
1859 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


Mar. 
Mar. 


Mar. 


Mar. 


17 
17 
18 


18 


1 
10 


15 


15 


Sussecr. 


Capture of “ Stephen H. Townsend” 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer” . 

Seizure of Mexican vessel “ Zaura’ 
by Her Majesty's ship “ Archer” . 

Detention of the American slaver 
“ Isla da Cuba” by Her Majesty's 
ship ‘“ Vesuvius.” Conduct of 
commander of United States’ a 
of war “ Vincennes” 

Greater powers should be given ‘to 
United States’ cruizers for detain- 
ing and sending for trial vessels 
equipped for the Slave Trade 

Explaining circumstances respecting 
the capture of “ Rufus Sou/é” on 
October 11, 1858 . 

Capture of “ Eloisa” by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “ Archer” 

Capture of” “ Lillie Mills” by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Archer” 

Relative to Her Majesty's ships 
co-operating with the cruizers of 
the United States . 

Relative to Slave Trade on West 
Coast from January 1 to Septem- 
ber 30, 1859 ve 

Capture, by Her Majesty’ $s ship 
“ Spitfire,” of a slaver with 500 
slaves on board .. 

Explaining circumstances ‘attending 
capture of the “ Lydia Gibbs” 

Boarding of United States’ vessel 
“J. Harris” by Her Majesty's 
ship * Faleon” .. 

Boarding of United States’ vessel 
“ Rebecca” by Her Majesty's ship 
“Viper” .. 

Boarding of United States’ vessel 
“Fi ances Ellen” by Her Majesty's 
ship “ Archer” .. 

Report respecting renewal of Slave 
Trade in Bight of Benin . 

Report on Slave Trade on W est 
and East Coast of Africa. : 
Boarding of United States’ vessel 
“ Tavernier” by Her Majesty's 

ship “ Triton” .. 

The French intend to extend their 
emigration scheme to Bonny and 
Calabar rivers 

Reporting capture by “ Arrogant” 
of Mexican barque * El Rosarito” 

Captures made by Her Majesty's 
ships ‘* Conflict” and “ Spitfire” 

No objection to course proposed re- 
specting Commander Hewett and 
“Barboleta” .. 

Capture of brig “ Dos Hermanos" 
by Her Majesty's ship “ Triton” , 

Capture of “ Pam hylia”’ by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Triton” . 

Refers to leiter of October 10, 1859. 
Lieutenant Burton's report re- 

ort respecting capture of * Regla” 
by H Her Majesty's ship ‘ ‘I'riton” 

Seemetian Slave Trade on West 
Coast 

As to revision of instructions to 
Commander-in-chief at Cape of 
Good Hope ‘ 

Boarding of American brigantine 
“ John R. Rhoades” by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “Pluto” —.. 

Capture, by Her Majesty's ship 
** Pluto,” of barque ** Orit as ” wit 
888 slaves on board ° ee 


. 


XV 


Page 


291 


294 


301 


304 


309 


309 


311 


324 


xvi LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. . Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1860 1860 
409. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord | Mar. 14] Mar. 16| Detention of American — 
Wodehouse “ Jehosse” by Her Majesty's shi 
“Falcon.” As to extent wi Britis 4 


waters off Quitta.. ne 
410. Lord Wodehouse to the Secretary to the | Mar. 21 oe Respecting revision of instructions 
Admiralty to Commander-in-chief at Cape of 
Good Hope ae a a 





EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


1859 1859 


411. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Feb. 19] Apr. 2 Instructions to Commanders of Her 
to the Admiralty Majesty's ships “Persian” and 
“Lyra” to act in the Mozambique 
Channel . 
412. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ham- | May 4| May 7 | Evidence before Mixed Commission 
mond in cases of “ Flor de Mogambique,” 


“ Emalada,” and “ Esperanga” 
413. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Aug. 19 | Sept. 20| Claims put ‘forward by owners of 


to the Admiralty French dhow ‘* Fitima,” destroyed 
in 1858 by ** Lyra” 
414. ” 9% ..| Aug. 19 | Oct. 29 | Slave Trade on oll Coast. Pro- 
ceedings at Zanzibar .. 
415. ” " .-| Sept. 19} Oct. 30] Movements of Her Majesty’s ships 
1860 1860 on East Coast of Africa . 
416. ” ” ..| Jan. 19] Mar. %| Respecting Slave Trade in Mozam- 


bique Channel. Dr. Livingstone’s 
expedition, and capture of ‘‘ Echo” 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” . 





SOUTH-EAST COAST OF AMERICA STATION. 


1859 1859 
417. Reav-Admiral Sir S. Lushington to the | Jan. 22| Apr. 7| Relative to the ship “ Santo,” 
Secretary to the Admiralty visited by “Oberon,” but no proofs 
of her being aslaver .. 
418. 2 ” ..| Sept. 20/} Dec. 8] Arrival at Rio de Janeiro of the 


French ship ‘‘ Splendid,” intended 
for conveyance of negroes from 
Congo to French West India 
1860 Colonies . 
419. +i mt ..| Nov. 16| Jan. 9] Relative toan attempt to land slaves 
to the north of Rio de Janeiro .. 


326 


329 


331 


332 


334 
335 
341 


341 


344 


346 
346 


Class A. 





CORRESPON DENCE 


WITH 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 





SIERRA LEONE. 


No. 1. 
Her Majesty's Judge to the Eail of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 


(No. 15. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Annual Report for the 
year 1858, with such information respecting the state of the Slave Trade on this 
coast as I have had the opportunity of obtaining. 

During the past year no case has been adjudicated by the British and Foreign 
Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. The total number of cases adjudicated by the Mixed Courts, and the 
number of slaves emancipated and registered, remain, therefore, the same as at the 
date of my last Annual Report. 

During the past year nine vessels have been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Courts of this Colony under the Act 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73. Of these vessels six 
showed American colours previous to capture, and were commanded by United 

_ States’ citizens, but were given up to the captors as destitute of nationality, the 
flag and papers being destroyed. The remaining three exhibited no colours, nor any 
other token of nationality. They were all fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and 
were condemned on that ground. 

Of the above vessels one was captured off Whydah, and the remaining eight 
south of the line, principally in the neighbourhood of Loango and the Congo. 

The foregoing list of condemnations during the past year shows a‘ decrease 
in number as compared with 1857, fifteen vessels having been condemned durin 
that year in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony, besides one in the Britis 
and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice: but I regret to say that this decrease in the 
number of captures made by Her Majesty’s cruizers is far from being a proof of 
a decrease in the Slave Trade carried on from the West Coast of Africa; on the 
contrary, it is but too clear, from the Reports of Her Majesty’s naval officers 
employed on this station, that during the past year that Trade has been carried on 
with greater activity and success than has been the case for many years past. I 
regret to state, on unquestionable authority, that the number of slaves known to have 

[180] Crass A. 
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been exported from the West Coast during the year 1858 amounts to between 
10,000 and 11,000; and in all probability many other shipments have taken place 
which have not become known to British authorities. 

This unfortunate and discouraging state of things is owing solely to the 
protection which is afforded to slave-traders by the use of the flag of the United 
States. The Slave Trade on this coast is now carried on entirely under cover of 
that flag, and of late the evil has increased in magnitude. Formerly slavers coming 
to the coast under the American flag, in many instances assumed a nationality to 
which they were not entitled, their papers proving to be fraudulent; but for some 
time past every vessel engaged in this nefarious Traffic, which has been fallen in 
with by Her Majesty’s cruizers, has been found to have genuine American papers in 
perfect order. The consequence of this disgraceful abuse of the American fiag is, 
that in the absence of United States’ cruizers, the Slave Trade has been carried on 
under its protection with complete impunity, as a British officer will not run the 
risk of detaining a vessel whose papers prove her bond fide American nationality, 
although he may have no doubt as to the nefarious Traffic in which she is 
engaged. 

4 in my last Annual Report I stated that the chief slave-trading resorts were 
Whydah, in the Bight of Benin, and the Congo, on the South Coast. During the 
last year, however, the Slave Trade has been almost entirely confined to that part 
of the South Coast north of the Portuguese Possessions, there having been few, if 
any, shipments of slaves frem any parts of the Bights of Benin or Biafra. In the 
Portuguese Possessions south of the line, the Slave Trade, as your Lordship is 
doubtless already aware, has absolutely ceased to exist. 

With regard to the Rivers Pongas and Nunez, to the north of this Colony, it, is 
open to some doubt whether a shipment of slaves has taken place during the past 

ear from either of those localities. Reports to that effect have been oso here ; 
bot though there is no evidence to justify a belief that slaves have been shipped, I do 
not think that it can be asserted with absolute certainty that no shipment has been 





effected. 
: I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 2. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 14, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Fitzgerald’s letter of 
the 16th ultimo, inclosing Her Majesty’s Commission, appointing me to be the 
Judge of the Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 3. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.) 


(No. 2. Spain.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 16, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 3 of the 10th ultimo, inclosing an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Judge at the Havana, respecting vessels which were preparing for the Slave ‘Trade 
at that place. I have communicated the information therein contained to Commo- 
dore Wise, who is at present on this part of the station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
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No. 4. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received April 8.) 


(No. 3. Spain.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 17, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4 of the 23rd ultimo, with its inclosures, respecting the intention of the Spanish 
Government to send out vessels to Fernando Po, Annabon, and Corisco, for the 
purpose of forming establishments on those islands. 





l have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 5. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 28, 1859. 
g ip 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at the Havana,* containing information 
a vessels which are reported as being destined to be employed in the Slave 
Trade. 

I also inclose a Memorandum giving the particulars of some further vessels 
which have been reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended for 
employment in this Traffic ;+ and I have to desire that you will communicate the 
information contained in the inclosed papers to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers on the West Coast of Africa Siation. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 6. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 9.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 12, 1859. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch, Separate, of the 23rd ultimo, 
authorising me to increase the wages of the boat’s crew employed in the service of 
the Mixed Commissions to the amount of 1/. 6s. a-month for each of the men, and 
11. 10s. for the coxswain. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions I shall in future pay the boat’s crew 
at ,the above increased rate of wages, commencing from the Ist of the present 
month, 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 7. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 18, 1859. 


IT is my painful duty to report to your Lordship the death, on the 7th instant, 
of M. Joaquin de Zugasti, Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the British and Spanish 
Mixed Court of Justice. M. de Sanquirico, the Spanish Vice-Consul, has in conse- 
quence assumed the office of Acting Judge on the part of Spain, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


a 


* No. 69. + See Class B, Nos. 649 and 654. B2 
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Her Majesty's Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 


No. 20. General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, April 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, 
marked Confidential, No. 5 of the 23rd ultimo, inclosing a list and description of 
certain vessels which had sailed from New York, and which had been denounced to 
-Her Majesty’s Government as being intended to be employed in the Slave Trade. 
In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, | have communicated the information 
in question confidentially to the Governor of this Colony, and to the Commanders 
of Her Majesty’s ships on this station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 9. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, a Memorandum containing information 
respecting vessels which have been oo to Her Majesty’s Government as being 
destined to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

I have to desire that you will communicate the information contained in the 
inclosed paper to the commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of 
Africa Station, and also to the Government of Sierra Leone, 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


Inclosure in No, 9. 


List of Vessels which have cleared from United States or Cuban Perts, and which are reported to be destined 
to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 


“ Rebecca,” ship, 534 tons, Carter, master, cleared Ist April by Spanish firm of Pratts, Pujol and Co., 
from New Orleans for Congo river. Manifest not to be seen. 

Mr. Consul Mure writes: “ There can be little doubt as to the nature and object of this vessel’s voyage.” 

Brig ‘* William M. Grotton,” 259 tons, Captain Jibills, cleared 19th April, from Havana, by Den Gregorio 
Tejedor for San Thomé. Was detained by Cuban authorities, but although strongly suspected, as her papers were 
regular, was allowed to proceed. Had on board 38 pipes of water, and 150 shooks, to be set up for more water- 
casks, 224 bags of rice, 60 barrels of biscuit, and a cooking-stove. 

Brig “ Lillie Mills,” 199 tous, cleared from Havana for St. Paul de Loanda, April 20, by J. Newcomb 
(calling himself an American citizen), whose services the slave-traders have a long time availed of to 
cover their ownership of American vessels. Cargo not reported, but part of it stated to consist of a large 


quantity of wooden 7 - 

“ Stephen H. Townsend,” schooner 182 tons, cleared April 18 from New Orleans by Goldenbow and 
Lesparre. Cargo, 200 barrels of flour, 47 barrels corn meal, 31 barrels of rice, 44 barrels of beans, 40 barrels 
of bread, 6,000 shingles, 20,000 feet of lumber. 

Nothing positive is stated to be known about this vessel. The parties who cleared her are well known to be 
in the Slave Trade, though they may do a legitimate business. 

The schooner “ Wanderer,” which shipped a cargo of slaves in the neighbourhood of the Congo in the 
autumn of last year, is also suspected of being about again to proceed to the coast for slaves. 

The notorious slave-captain Don Eugenio Viiias is stated to have recently sailed from the Havana, for the 
Mozambique Channel, on board a large vessel capable of carrying 1,000 or 1,200 slaves; it is suspected in the 
Chilian ship “ Eloisa.” J 





No. 10. 


Her Majesty's Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 10.). 


(No. 22. General.) 
My Lord, __| Sierra Leone, May 12, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowlege the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 6 of the 23rd ultimo, with its inclosures, containing information recently 
furnished to Her Majesty’s Government from Cuba and the United States, 


SIERRA LEONE. . 5 


peabecting. the fitting out of vessels suspected of. being intended for the Slave 
rade. 

_ . In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have communicated the 
information contained in the above papers to Commodore Wise, and to the senior 
officer of Her Majesty’s ships on the northern division of the Station. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 11. 
Her Majesty Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 10.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, May 17, 1859. 


I HAVE, with great regret, to report to your Lordship the death, on the 
5th instant, of M. de Reaquiviea, the Spanish Vice-Consul in this Colony, and Her 
Catholic Majesty’s Acting Judge in the Mixed Court. 

This melancholy event leaves the Spanish Government without a Representative 
in the above Court. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 12, 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 16, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 7 of the 21st ultimo, | transmit herewith 
an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana,* 
reporting the movements of vessels which are suspected of wert intended for 
employment in the Slave Trade; and I have tu desire that you will make known 
this information to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom 
you may be able to communicate. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 13. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 21, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the Queen has been pleased to accept 
the Earl of Malmesbury’s resignation of the office of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and to confide to me the Seals of that 
Department. 

I have, accordingly, to desire that you will, in future, address to me your 
despatches and letters on public business to be laid before the Queen ; and you will 
receive from me such orders and instructions as Her Majesty shall think proper to 
give for your guidance and direction. 

I an, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 14. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 5, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for’ your information, an extract of a despatch 
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty's Consul-General at the Havana,{ containing 


* No. 74. | + Class B, No. 453. 


(No. 1.) 
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information roopecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for * 
employment in the Slave Trade; and | have to desire that you will make known 
this information to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom 
you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 15. 
Her Majesty's Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 11.) 


(No. 24. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 18, 1859. 

{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
Jo. 7 of the 21st ultimo, inclosing a list of vessels which had sailed from ports in 
ibe and the United States, and were suspected of being intended for the Slave 

rade. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have communicated the informa- 
tion contained therein to Her Majesty’s cruizers on this station, and to the Governor 
of this Colony. 





T have, &c. 
(Signec|) G. SKELTON. 
No. 16. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 18, 1859. 


TUE Spanish Government having been made acquainted with the intelligence 
contained in your despatches, marked Separate, of the 18th of April and 17th of 
May last, the former announcing the decease of M. Joaquim de Zugasti, Her 
Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established at Sierra 
Leone, and the latter reporting the death of M. de Sanquirico, the Spanish Vice- 
Consul at that place, by which latter event Her Catholic Majesty was left without 
a Representative in the Mixed Commission Court, | have now to acquaint you that 
the Spanish Minister at this Court has informed me that Don Carlos Carvalho has 
been appointed Her Catholic Majesty’s Consul-General and Judge in the Mixed 
Commission Court at Sierra Leone, and I have also received a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Madrid announcing the appointment of Don Manuel de Zea 
Bermudez to the post of Spanish Vice-Consul in that ates ¢ ‘ 

am, &c 


(Signed) | J. RUSSELL. 





No. 17. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received August 9.) 


(No. 29. General.) 
Sir, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no case has come before the British 
and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and Uruguayan, 
British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and Equatorial Mixed Courts of 
Justice established in this Colony for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, 
during the half-year ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
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No. 18. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


Go. 30. General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and, consequently, that none have been registered by the Courts of 
Mixed Eomutisaion at this station, during the half-year ending this day. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 19. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


No. 31. General.) 
y Lord, se Sierra Leone, July 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of the 
vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have been 
adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony, during the half-year 
ending on the 30th of June last, under the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, and 2& 3 
Vict., cap. 73. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


Inclosure in No. 19. 
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No. 20. 


Her Majesty's Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 4, 1859. 

I BEG to request your Lordship's sanction to an arrangement which I pro 
to make for removing the office of the Mixed Commissions from the premises which 
they now occupy to another building. 

The office of the Mixed Courts has, for some years past, consisted of the first 
floor of a house belonging to the Colonial Government, which affords by no means 
good accommodation for the purpose required, the Registrar’s Office especially being 
too dark for that officer to use with comfort; the situation of the rooms is besides 
attended with inconveniences which | need not take up your Lordship’s time by 
particularizing. For this inferior accommodation Her Majesty’s Government pay 
110/. a-year rent. 

I have now the opportunity of securing at a rent of 90/. a-year, a house 
excellently adapted for the use of the Mixed Commissions, in fact the most conve- 
nient premises that could be selected in the Colony. The house in question is at 
present held on a lease, but it will become unoccupied in June 1860, and I have 
made arrangements, subject to your Lordship’s approval, to engage it as the office 
of the Mixed Courts from the Ist of July next. 

I propose to take the house on a yearly lease, subject to the usual condition of 
a year’s notice to quit. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 21. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—( Received August 9.) 
ol pac 
ly Lord, Sterra Leone, July 14, 1859. 


{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular 
despatch of the 21st ultimo, informing me that the Queen has been pleased to 
confide to your Lordship the seals of the Department of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 22. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 9.) 


(No. 32. General.) | 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Earl of Malmesbury’s 
despatch No. 8 of the 16th ultimo, inclosing an extract of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, sige the movements of vessels 
suspected of being intended for the Slave Trade. In obedience to his Lordship’s 
instructions, I have communicated the above information to Commander Lord 
Edward Cecil, of Her Majesty’s ship “Surprise,” the only one of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers which has recently ‘been here. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


| 





Crass A. ‘ Cc 
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No. 23. 


Lord J. Russell 1o Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 3.) 
ir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 5th ultimo, | transmit to you 
herewith, for your information, a copy of a Memorandum containing information 
respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in 
the Slave Trade ;* and J have to desire that you will make known the contents of 
this paper to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of 
Africa Station, and also to the Governor of Sierra Leone. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 24. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
No. 4.) 
ir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, an extract of a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General in Cuba, containing information 
respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in 
the Slave Trade ;? and I have to desire that you will make known this information 
to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of Africa Station, 
and also to the Governor of Sierra Leone. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 25. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1859. 


IN reply to your despatch marked Separate of the 4th ultimo, I have to state 
to you that Y am disposed to approve the arrangement which you suggest, and by 
which a better office could be procured for the Mixed Commission, and at a lower 
rent than that now paid for the building at present occupied. I should wish, 
however, to be informed whether, by acceding to your suggestion, Her Majesty’s 
Government will be liable to be called upon for any outlay beyond rent. 
Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 26. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.— (Received September 15.) 


(No. 4. Spain.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 20, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 18th ultimo, informing me of the appointment of Don Carlos Carvalho 
to be Her Catholic Majesty’s Consul-General, and Judge of the Court of Mixed 
Commission in this Colony ; and‘of Don Manuel de Zea Bermudez to be. Spanish 
Vice-Consul. 

Sefior Bermudez arrived here on the 11th instant, and has been sworn in as 
Acting Judge on the part of Spain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


* See Class B, Nos. 672 and 676. + Ibid., No. 455. 
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No. 27. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—{ Received September 15.) 


(No. 34. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 20, 1859. 
{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 5th ultimo, inclosing an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Cuba respecting slave-vessels which had sailed from that island. 
In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions | have communicated the informa- 
ee be question to the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Surprise,” now in this 
arbour. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 28. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 22, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 16th ultimo, I transmit to you 
herewith, for your information, a copy of a Memorandum containing information 
respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in 
the Slave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you sill ranke known the contents of 
this paper to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of 
Africa Station, and also to the Governor of Sierra Leone. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 29. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 13.) 


(No. 36. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 21, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos. 3 and 4, dated respectively the 16th and 19th ultimo, with their inclosures. 

ln obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, | have communicated to the 
Commodore on the West African Station, and algo to the Governor of this Colony, 
the information contained in the despatches in question relative to the fitting out of 
vessels for the Slave Trade in Cuba and the United States. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 30. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 13.) 
Separate.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, September 21, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
marked rig of the 19th ultimo, in which your Lordship is pleased to express 
approval of the proposed removal of the office of the Mixed Commissions to another 
house, but desires to be informed whether, by sanctioning that proposal, Her 
atk apd Government will be liable to be called upon for any outlay beyond rent ; 
and I have the honour to state, in reply, that Her Majesty's Government will not be 
liable to any expense whatever beyond the rent of the house. The premises are 
now in thorough repair, and the landlord undertakes, as is usual in this Colony, to 
keep them in proper condition. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





* See Class B, No. c 
2 
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Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, extracts of despatches as 
marked in the margin,* containing information respecting the movements of vessels 
suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and I have to 
desire that you will make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor 
of Sierra Leone, and to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 32. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
. (No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information peapecnes the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade;t and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able 
to communicate. : 

lam, & 


, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 33. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
No. 8.) 
ir, : Foreign Office, October 18, 1859. 
I HAVE received your despatch marked Separate of the 21st ultimo, and have 
to state to you, in peal : that I approve of your proposal to remove the office of 
the Mixed Comminios to another house. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 34. 


ae Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
0. 9. 
ir, Foreign Office, October 21, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade;{ and I have, to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


T am, &ce. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* See Class B, Nos. 452, 465, and 466. + Ibid., Nos. 685, 686, 687, and 688. 
$ Ibid./ No. 689. 


SIERRA LEONE. 138 
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Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 3, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade;* and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 36. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 11, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, extract of a despatch as 
marked in the margin, containing information respecting the movements of vessels 
suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade;t+ and I have to 
desire that you will make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor 
of Sierra Leone, and to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom 
you may be able to communicate. 

Jam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 37. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 


No. 43. General.) 

Lord, Sierra Leone, November 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of pose Lordship’s despatches 
No. 6 of the 18th, and No.9 of the 21st ultimo, with their inclosures, containing 
information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being intended for the 
Slave Trade. In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have communicated 
the information in question to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and I shall take the 
first opportunity of making it known to the senior naval officer of the Northern 
Division. 

. T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


—_—_— 


No. 38. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 14.) 


(No. 44. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 7 of the 18th ultimo, inclosing a Memorandum containing information respecting 
the movements of vessels suspected of being intended for the Slave Trade. In 
obedience to el Lordship’s instructions I have communicated the information in 
question, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and [ shall take the first 
opportunity to making it known to the senior naval officer of the Northern 


Division. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


‘ # See Class B, No. 690. + Ibid., No. 471. 
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No. 39. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.) 


(No. 45. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 8 of the 18th ultimo, approving my proposal to remove the office of the Mixed 
Commission to another house. 

I have, consequently, completed the arrangements for the removal of the office 
to the premises in question on the Ist July, 1860. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 40. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
No. 12.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1859. 


1 TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and | have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. ‘ 

I am, &c. 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


P.S.—A further Memorandum, containing additional Slave Trade information 
received since the above was written, is herewith annexed. 





Inclosure | in No. 40. 
Memorandum of Movements of Vessels formerly reported as suspected of being destined for the Slave Trade. 


“ Laurens,” barque, reported to have landed 600 slaves in Cuba. 

“ Ottawa,” barque, reported to have landed 750 slaves in Cuba. Information stated to be doubtful. 

“ Regatta,” barque, at New York. Advertised for Madeira, Fayal, and Lisbon. 

“ Hermitage,” barque, arrived at Lisbon September 29, from New York. 

“ Newsboy,” brig, arrived at New Bedford October 17, from Fayal. 

“ Warren,” barque, arrived at Barbadoes September 26. 

“ Fannie,” October 20, reported loading for New York. 

“« Denmark,” brig, sailed from Vera Cruz October 6, for New York. 

“ Thomas Watson,” at Malaga October 6. ; 

“ Vicksburg,” at Marseilles October 12. Sold at a very low figure. Will, probably, be put under a foreign 


“ W. R. Kibby,” brig, at New Orleans October 22. Advertised for Havana. 

“ William,” barque, cleared from Havana, for Pensacola, October 13. 

* Black Hawk,” brig. Sale not effected. Sailed from San Jago de Cuba October 1, for New York. 

« Laura,” barque, at Boston, October 29. 

“ Emily Keith,” schooner, at New York, October 29. 

“ Almah,’’ barque, at Carthagena, New Granada, September 20, put in on account of sickness on board. 
“ Ino,” clipper ship, of 895 tons burthen, at New York November 5. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 40. 


MeMoRANDUM respecting Vessels reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended for employment in 
the Slave Trade. 


Name. Rig. Tonnage. Flag. Remarks. 




















J. P. Hooper .. | Brigantine ..| 123 | United States .| This vessel arrived at Havana under her 
resent captain. from Charleston, on 
hag 26; 1859; consigned to San 
Pilayo Pardo and°Co. ; cleared March 8, 
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Wyvern 


Wm. R. Kibby 


San José 


Pamphylia .. 


Wanderer 


Flyaway 
Triton 

Fannie 
Ardennes 
Emma Lincoln 
Black Hawk . 


Wm. Taylor Hall 


Lucy Atwood 





Schooner 


Brig .. 


Brig .. 


Barque 


Schooner 


Brig .. 


Brigantine 





Tonnage. 


81 


190 


252 


190 





Flag. : Remarks. 








a 


for Cienfuegos ; her arrival not reported. 
She was purchased for the Slave Trade 
for -_ dollars, and if a successful 
vo , the captain was to have a larger 
“ae It Smead that she landed 
about 400, and then sailed for Cam hy, 
and has arrived at New York. : Hails from 
‘Charleston; vessel owned in Havana. 
The captain speaks Spanish fluently, and 

uires no supercargo. The mate of 
brig “John P. Hooper,” from Cartha- 
gena, reports Captain Payne as having 
died at sea, and on that account personates 
Payne, and has taken his name. 

United States .| Was formerly a yacht, and is fitted out by 
a man named Fields, who was formerly 
Governor of Sombrero Island (guano 
depét). This vessel was reported as sus- 
picious. No doubt remains as to her 
being a slaver. 

Ditto .. ..| Is now at New Orleans, commanded by 
Captain Hardy, who was formerly in the 
brig ‘* Zacony,” and who was to have 
gone to sea in her, had her owners con- 
sented to sell her. Was written to 
at Havana to take command of the 
“ Wanderer ;” the letter supposed not te 
have reached him. Several attempts 
made at Havana to fit out the “ Wm. 
Kibby,” and it is said she will sail from 
New Orleans. Is theproperty of Spaniards 
at Havana. 

Spanish ..| Is reported to have landed a cargo of slaves. 
Arrived at Matanzas from Carthagena, 
August 28, 

United States .| Received her water outside the Moro Castle. 
Slave-deck laid ; her crew all Spaniards. 
Sailed October 18, commanded by Captain 

Martin, with provisions, &c., stolen from 
her owner, Mr. Lamar, by Martin. Col- 
lector of New Orleans sent a steamer 
after her, without success. Shipping 
master carried off, but was returned in a 
boat. Master said he was going to Africa 
for slaves. Departure, &c., stated to have 

been concerted. 


ae ee ..| Has sailed for African coast. 


ss ..| Arrived at Havana October 6. 

a ..| Arrived at Manzanillo September 26. 

oe ..| Advertised for St. Jago de Cuba. 

ole ..| Is reported as nearly ready ; same captain. 

- ..| Is missing from St. Jago de Cuba; was 
taken there to be sold as a slaver. 

United States ,| The following is a description of this vessel : 
A 2$; 1 deck; 10 feet draft; built at 
Dorchester, Mo., of oak, in 1858; copper 
and iron fastened ; medium model; half- 
poop cabin. Cleared at Baltimore, Oc- 
tober 1. Probability of her appearing on 
the West Coast of Africa. Destination, 
St. Thomas, and a market. 

She cleared from New Bevford on the 15th 
of October; is destined for Westward 
Islands, and a market. Her description 
is as follows: A 2}; 1 deck; 11 feet 
draft ; built at Perington, Me., in 1847, 
of mixed wood, iron fastened ; dimensions, 
93 24 9°3; full model; half-poop cabin ; 
bowports, whaler; surveyed last at New 
Bedford, March 1859. report has heca 
received relative to a vessel fitting out for 
a slave voyage, which vessel is supposed, 
with great probability, from her age, &c., 
to be the “ Lucy Atwood.” 
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No. 41. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(No.. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a despatch, as 
matked in the margin, containing information respecting the movements of vessels 
suspected of being destined for employment in ‘the Slave Trade ;* and I have to 
desire that you will make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of 
Sierra Leone, and to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom 
you may be able to communicate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 42, 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
No. 14.) 
ir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of Memoranda 
contains information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade;t+ and I have to desire that you wil 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 

T am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 43. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 15.) 
ir, Foreign. Office, December 15, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Rice Trade ;{ and I have to desire that you will 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


I am, &c. ; 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 44. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 


ir, Foreign Office, December 20, 1859. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;§ and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


(No. 16.) 


I am, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
PE EE SS a 
* Class RB, No. 480. 


+ Ibid., Nos. 694 and 695. t Ibid., Nos. 696 and 697. 
§ Ibid., No. 698. 
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Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
No. 18.) 
ir, . Foreign Office, December 28, 1859. 

{I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you will 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 46. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 


No. 1.) 
: y Foreign Office, January 2, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of ea 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;+ and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 


to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 47. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell—(Received January 11, 1860.) 


(No. 47. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 10 of the 3rd ultimo, inclosing a Memorandum of Slave Trade information 
received by Her Majesty’s Government, dated the 7th October. 

In obedience to a Lordship’s instructions I have communicated the informa- 
tion in question, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and to the senior 
naval officer of this division of the station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 48. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 11, 1860.) 


(No. 48. General.) . 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 11 of the 11th ultimo, inclosing an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
Consul-General in Cuba, containing information respecting the movements of slave- 
traders in that island. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have communicated the abov 


information, confidentially, to the Governor of this Colony, and to the senior naval 
officer of this division of the station. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





* See Class B, No. 699. t Ibid,, No. 700. 
Crass A, 
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No. 49. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 11, 1860.) 


(No. 49. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 12 of the 22nd ultimo, with its inclosures, containing information which has 
rs received by Her Majesty’s Government respecting the preparations of slave- 
traders. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have communicated the above 
information to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and to the senior naval officer of this 
division of the station. 

I have, & 


, bc. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 50. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information gaged. the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 51. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1860. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information a the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;+ and [ have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Te 
No. 52. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 


ir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information Bonde | the movements of vessels suspected of bein, 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;{ and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor Sierra Leone, and to 
the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


(No. 4.) 


I an, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
LS 
* See Class B, Nos. 494, 496, 701, and 703. 
+ Tbid., No. 704. } Ibid, No. 705. 
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No. 54. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received February 13, 1860.) 


One 54. General.) 

y Lord, Sterra Leone, December 31, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has come before 
the British and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British 
and Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and gpg ace 
Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony for the prevention of the illicit 
Traffic in Slaves during the half-year ending this day. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 55. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell—(Received February 13, 1860.) 


No. 55. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and consequently that none have been registered by the Courts of 
Mixed Commission at this Station, during the half-year ending this day. 

I have, &e. 
(Sigued) G. SKELTON. 


No. 56. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 12, 1860. 

1 BEG leave very respectfully to submit herewith, for your Lordship’s favour- 
able consideration, a request which I have the honour to make that my salary, as 
Judge of the Mixed Courts in this Colony, may be increased so as to approximate 
somewhat more nearly to that which has been hitherto received by my predecessors 
in the office; and I request permission to submit a few remarks as briefly as 
peers in support of my application, which I venture to trust may induce your 

ordship to think it not unreasonable. 

The salary formerly attached to the office of the Judge of these Commissions 
was 2,250/., with a pension of 800/. after eight years’ service, being larger than 
that received by the Commissioners at the other Stations, in consideration of the 
great insalubrity of this climate ; whereas, I hold the office of Judge with a salary 
reduced to 1,500/., and a pension of 600/. a-year, after the same term of service. | 
receive, therefore, only the same amount of salary as Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
at the comparatively healthy Station of Loanda, and but 300/. more than that 
attached to the same office at the Cape of Good Hope; and | beg to submit to your 
Lordship that serving in this very unhealthy climate, [ am scarcely paid, compara- 
tively speaking, according to the same scale of remuneration as the officers I have 
above alluded to. 

It was considered, for some few years past, that this climate had somewhat 
improved in salubrity, and I myself came to the Colony under that impression ; but 
I fear that any hope that may have been entertained of a permanent ameliora- 
_ tion has. been effectually destroyed: by the sickness which has raged here during 

the se year, and which has carried off more than one-half of the entire number 

of the white residents in the Colony: in truth, for the last three years Sierra Leone 
has been, and still continues to be unhealthy; far beyond the average for many 
years previously. 

I would further beg leave to state to your Lordship that apart from the 
question of climate, this Colony is a most expensive place of residence ; house-rent 
is very high, and the expense of living in every item much heavier than in England, 


the price of all articles of consumption having doubled within a few years. The. . 


nature of my office, moreover, brings me into contact with the officers of Her 
D iv 
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Majesty’s Navy, and, as besides an occasional visit from the flag ship, the cruizers 
on the Northern Division collect every month in this port for the arrival and 
departure of the mail, my position naturally makes it incumbent upon me in such 
a place as this to entertain these gentlemen frequently, which adds largely to my 
necessary expenses. 

I venture to trust that, for the reasons which [ have given, your Lordship may 
think this application deserving of yore | favourably considered ; and I respectfully 
request your Lordship’s indulgence for taking up your time with this com- 
munication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


LL 


No. 57. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13.) 


(No. 1. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 13, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
No. 13 of the 5th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch No. 29 from Mr. Consul- 
General Crawford, and Nos. 14, 15, and 16, dated respectively the 5th and 15th 
ultimo, inclosing Memoranda containing information respecting the movements of 
slave-vessels in Cuba and the United States. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I have communicated the infor- 
mation in question confidentially to the Governor of this Colony, and I shall take 
the first opportunity of forwarding it to Her Majesty’s naval officers. There is at 
present, unfortunately, no cruizer on this part of the station; the “ Surprise” and 
‘‘Sharpshooter,” which now compose the Northern Division, both left about three 
weeks ago for Ascension, in consequence of yellow fever breaking out on board. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 58. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 13.) 


(No. 8. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 18, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of the 
vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade which have been 
adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony during the half-year ending. 
on the 31st of December, 1859, under the Acts 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, and 2 and 3 
Victoria, cap. 73 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 59. 
Lord J, Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 


(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 15, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
conan Ae information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being’ 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able 
to communicate. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* See Class B, No. 706. 
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No. 60. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(No. 7.) 
ir, Foreign Office, February 23, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of em 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you will 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. ~ 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ° J. RUSSELL. 


No. 61. 


Lord Wodehouse to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(Separate. ) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 23, 1860. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 12th ultimo, and to state to you that his Lordship sees no sufficient ground 
for increasing the salary paid to you as Judge in the Comrstesion Courts at Sierra 
Leone. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 62. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. . 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 1, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;+ and I have to desire that you will 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 63. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
one information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Slave Trade ;{ and I have to desire that you will 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able 
to communicate. . 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* See Clase B, No. 505. + Ibid., No. 507. 
‘ t Ibid., No, 707. 
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No. 64. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 


(No. 5. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 3, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Annual Report for the 
year 1859, with such information respecting the state of the Slave Trade on this 
coast as 1 have had the opportunity of obtaining. ~ 

During the peat year no case has been adjudicated by the British and Foreign 
Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. The total number of cases adjudicated by the Mixed Courts amounts, 
therefure, to 532, and the total number of slaves emancipated and registered to 
56,935, the same as at the date of my Report for 1857. 

During the past year six vessels have been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of this Colony, under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. Of these vessels one had 
469 slaves on board, of whom 9 died before adjudication. The others were all 
equipped for the Slave Trade. 

The vessel with slaves was captured in the neighbourhood of Whydah; and 
of the other five one was captured off Lagos, one in the River Brass, to the north 
of the Bight of Biafra, one at sea, and two in the vicinity of the slave-trading haunts 
to the south of the line. Not one of these vessels had, when detained, either name, 
colours, or papers of any kind: their crews consisted, as is usually the case, 
principally of Portuguese. 

The locality of some of the above captures would seem to indicate a renewal 
of the Slave Trade in the Bight of Benin, which had almost, if not entirely, ceased 
during the year 1858. Indeed, I understand that efforts have been lately made to 
revive the Trade in that quarter, and that a firm has been organized in New York 
for the purpose. 

Besides the foregoing cases, nine native canoes, with 336 slaves on board, have 
been captured while passing through British waters, and condemned in the ‘ice- 
Admiralty Court during the year 1859. This unusually large number is attri- 
butable to the hostilities which have been carried on during the past year amongst 
the Chiefs in the vicinity of Sierra Leone, the great majority having been prisorers 
of war. It is probable, however, that these slaves were intended for domestic 
servitude, and not for exportation. 

On the South Coast the Slave Trade has been carried on with great activity, 
almost all of it under the protection of the United States’ flag; but I am not in 
possession of any particulars as to the number of slaves said to have been shipped, 
or the number of captures which have been made by our squadron, all the prizes 
taken on that part of the station, with the exception of the two to which I have 
already alluded, having been sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 

With regard to the River Pongas, which is the only place on the coast north of 
the Bight of Benin, to which any suspicion of Slave Trade still attaches, | heard a 
report some months ago that two slavers had appeared there, which, however, 
wanted confirmation, but 1 have not heard of any shipment of slaves having taken 
place thence during the year 1859. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 65. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.) 


(No.6. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 15, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
No. 18 of the 28th of December last, and Nos. | and 2, dated respectively the 2nd 
and 23rd ultimo, inclosing copies of Memoranda containing information respecting 
the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave 
Trade ' 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, | have communicated the infor- 
wation in question confidentially to the Governor of this Colony, and also to 


| 
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Commodore Edmonstone, whose ship is the only one of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
which has been on this part of the station since December last. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 66. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 


No. 10. 
me ) Foreign Office, March 21, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the Stave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you will 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able 
. to communicate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 67. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 11.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 27, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copy of a Memorandum 
containing information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of bein 
destined for employment in the lave Trade ;* and I have to desire that you wi 
make known this information, confidentially, to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able 
to communicate. 


T am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


| 


* See Class B, Nos. 708 and 711. t Ibid. No. 712. 
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No. 68. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 5.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 25, 1859. 


THERE has been some delay in transmitting the annual Report upon Slave 
Trade during the past year, occasioned by my earnest desire to make it as correct 
and as full as possible. 

I have now the honour o laying before your Lordship a statement of the 
number of slaves known to have been tended in Cuba during 1858, and the propor- 
tion which have been captured by the Spanish authorities; showjng, that 12,744 
have been safely introduced, in defiance of the law and in violation of the existin 
Treaty, whilst 639 only have been captured; and if to the above number landed, 
we add the usual allowance of a third, as the approximate number of those of which 
we have had no information, we arrive at the enormous total of 16,992 slaves landed 
during the past year. 

But I am by no means satisfied that the number of Bozals introduced as slaves 
here in 1858, has been limited to those numbers ; I believe that many cargoes have 
been run, with regard to which neither the Government of the Island, nor this 
Commission, has had any intelligence, and that of them the numbers far exceed the 
geek of one-third which I have expressed. 1t would also be but fair to add a 
ike proportion to the number of the captured, making it up to 852, which I think I 
can venture to assure your Lordship it does not exceed. 

I am well aware that this statement will, as has been usual, be denied by the 
Spanish Government, and that I shall be ge 3 with credulity, as has been the 
case on other occasions, to suit the purposes of the Government of Madrid; but I 
can, indeed, assure your Lordship that I have fully investigated the information I 
have reccived, and have been satisfied of its validity, before I have acted in any 
instance, besides the having thrown aside much that was doubtful or unsupported. 

There has been the most glaring corruption of the local authorities, and a 
connivance at these violations of the law and of the Treaty for suppression of the 
Slave Trade, which is in the highest degree criminal and degrading to the characters 
of the Spanish officers. 

The District of Cardenas is most conspicuous, and the Lieutenant-Governor, 
notwithstanding, retains his post. It is true that General Concha sent an Oidor 
from the Royal Audiencia to investigate matters at that place, and that the result, 
as I have been informed, was to show that there had been nothing wrong ; but his 
Excellency knows well the reason why no proofs could be obtained as to the slave 
trading which has been carried on almost publicly at Cardenas, and elsewhere in 
that district, to the scandal of the inhabitants, who were witnesses, but durst not, or 
would not, declare what they had seen, so that all the abettors were enriched by the 
investigation ; and it is said the Oidor returned perfectly satisfied with his success, 
although his judicial functions had only served to cover the delinquencies he was 
sent to detect and punish. That, however, is only another to be added to the list of 
the fruitless results of such Commissions. In so far as the administration of justice, 
they are wholly unproductive, and consequently only are resorted to when the acts 
of the slavers and their accomplices in office have been so manifestly glaring as to 
need the shield of such judicial mockery, which it is well known can be obtained by 
the usual agency of gold, and that is generally pretty liberally applied in suc 
cases.’ The hush money, and the safe-conduct of one of the car, of slaves (980 
in number), from the landing-place to the estate, their certificates of baptism, 
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cedulas, &c., are said to have cost the slave-traders about 200,000 dollars, but it 
produced the desired effect, and could well be afforded out of the enormous profits 
of the expedition. 

Under such circumstances, my Lord, it is not surprising to find the Slave Trade 
most flourishing. There is nothing to check it but our cruizers on the coast of 
Africa. We have none now in these waters. The Americans have retired theirs. 
The Spaniards do not cruize to put an end to the Traffic, and they capture only in 
cases where they are specially sent on that service, or they take the empty vessels 
after their cargoes have been safely landed. 

J am of opinion that every Spaniard connected with Cuba, whether an officer 
of the Crown or a civilian, views the Treaty with Great Britain for suppression of 
the Slave Trade as tending to the abolition of slavery, and, consequently, as detri- 
mental to their interests in these Colonies. I do not believe it possible for us to 
obtain the co-operation of the Spanish authorities in carrying out the provisions of 
that Treaty, but, on the contrary, that whatever laws may be enacted, or whatever 
instructions may be issued by Spain to enforce the observance of the Treaty, they 
will be so administered as to be of no use whatever for that purpose. In short, 
that there is not, nor ever has been, on the part of Spain any loyal co-operation, or 
desire to put an end to the detestable Traffic. Every cargo that has appeared off 
the coast of this island (having escaped the capture of Her Majesty’s cruizers) has 
been landed, and the unhappy victims continue in slavery; the number of such 
illegally-introduced Africans that have been seized by the Spanish authorities being 
quite insignificant: and some estimate of the extent to which the disrespect by Spain 
of her obligations under the Treaty of 1835, may be arrived at, if we advert to the 
enormous slave population, which produces 1,800,000 boxes, or nearly 450,000 tons, 
of sugar, all the tobacco and other exports of this island, and reflect that nearly 
twenty-four years have elapsed since the date of the ratification of that Treaty ; 
that the ordinary mortality would have carried off all the slaves of that period by 
this time; and that, notwithstanding such calculation, there are many more 
Africans now ian Cuba than there were in 1835, certainly not arising from the 
fecundity of the negroes, which here is exceedingly limited, but owing to the 
constant stream of Bozals which continues, and instead of diminishing, is, this last 
year, considerably increased, with a prospect of being kept up, if not augmented, in 
future, by the facilities afforded to the slave-traders in their abuse of the flag of the 
United States, under which the Traffic is now, and for some time past has been, 
carried on to a great extent ; the slavers also reckoning upon that perfect impunity 
here which they have always enjoyed, as there is not one instance of conviction 
under the sonal lew: indeed, not one of the slave-traders, most of whom are well 
known, has ever been subjected to its operation. Such is the feeling here in favour 
of the Traffic that I conceive it would be impossible to obtain legal prooofs against 
them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


Inclosure in No. 68. 


Srarement of the Number of Slaves known to have been landed in the Island of Cuba during the Year 1858, 
and Proportion captured by the Authorities. 























ber | Captured. Name of Versei. Remarks. 
Jan. 500 63 | Barque, name unknown ... _ ...| The vessel was captured, empty, by the ish steamer 
si w ipabel Francesa,” the ers bela ence 
in the boats. 63 slaves captured were landed by 
the coasting schoon 
” 7 400 oe Barque “Rosario.” 
Feb. 514 +» | American brigantine “Crimea” ...| The were taken to the estate Santa Teresn, near 
the Majana, and the vessel was found with 
#8 400 American brigantine “C. Perkins,’ Ths cong beleagel to. De and Co. and 
od merican tine “C, . ranona and was 
176 tons me acl ; * Perkins” then 
went to ‘Focatan, returned here on the May 5 
on out for another 
slave Soret as seuttled and sunk in Havana 
mee g the night of the 6th July, by the 
crew. 
March 1 560 ove American barque “Venus” This vessel took on board 800 slaves at Lamoo. 
_ 3 320 fees Schooner, name unknown . __...| The negroes were taken to an Buena Vista 
an. 520 ve American brig “ Nancy,” 219 tons | This vessel went to or ; returned 
here on the 14th of 1, and was ing ot again, 
hated aay elena uly 17, by the U: States’ 
Cousul, nce been released. 
April 16 400 | ... | Barque “Peruana”... 4s Owned by Don José Pld and Don Joed Fresneda, 
ay 21 | Baracoa 800 oe Barque, name unknown .., Pen neck for this adventure was a certain Mr. Mones. 
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American brig “Putnam” . 
American ship “ Haidee” ... 






The bribes on this scandalous occasion are said to 
have amounted to about 200,000 dollars. 
Amaia: barque “E. A. Rawlins,” | The t afterwards to Savannah, and was fined 
r 
American brig “ Charlotte” oo 
American brig “ E. A. Chase.” 
«| Denied by the Captain-General. 
aa ured by jish steamer “ Venadito.” 
«».| Probably the Portuguese schooner “ Uniao.” 
Broketiy he American =p. “ Trovatore.” This cargo 
was led on the est Jucaro, belonging to Don 
Manuel Abreu, in Yaguajay. 
+-.| Found aground in the Canal de los Barcos. 






iL) ase see 
American barque “ Venus” 
M Sab canon ‘ 
Vessel, name unknown 






Cardenas... Vessel, name unknown, 
Ditto ... » 


American brig “ Ellen’ 







Add one-third 
Total ... 






Havana, December 81, 1858. 





(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Commissary Judge. 
No. 69. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—({ Received April 11.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 12, 1859. 


THE increasing Traffic in Slaves, as shown by the recent annual Report of 
this Commission, and the Consular correspondence upon Slave Trade at this place, 
cannot but have engaged the serious attention of your Lordship. 

Ever since the withdrawal of Her Majesty’s cruizers from these waters the slave- 
traders have had no check upon their lawless enterprise, and their activity has been 
in proportion to the facilities they are enjoying ; it being a matter of calculation, with- 
out risk of capture or detection, provided they but escape our cruizers on the coast of 
Africa, their introducing here any number of slaves they please: for it seems that © 
wherever they present themselves, the door is opened to them upon terms which 
pe can well afford to pay for the admission of their miserable cargoes of suffering 

umanity. 
The preparations, therefore, are extensive at present, viz. :— 

“ Ines,” 126 tons, Spanish, fore and aft schooner, painted green, with red 
moulding. 

“ Enterprise,” 120 tons, American, fore and aft schooner, Moran, master, ~ 
which was seized and sold as a slave-vessel at Jacksonville, repurchased by the 
traders now here, painted black, with red moulding. 

A barque, a brigantine, and a schooner, are also at present fitting out in this 

rt. 

‘© Antelope,” 244 tons, American vessel, sailed from New York the 30th January 
last for San Juan de los Remedios, from thence to proceed to the coast of Africa, 
to be engaged in Slave Trade. 

The coaster “ Estrella” lately carried to Cabafias the fittings for a slaver. 

The coaster “ Vengativa ” lately carried in the direction of Cape San Antonio 
the fittings for another vessel. 

And the celebrated slaver Captain Don Eugenio Vifias is here at present, and, 
it is said, will proceed to the coast in a Chilian vessel called “ Eloisa,” of 487 tons. 

1 have learnt that an American barque, which sailed from St. Jago de Cuba, on 
her return from the coast of Africa, has been wrecked at Puerto Rico, and that her 
cargo of negroes (some 800) have been seized by the Spanish local authorities, and 
have been declared emancipados. 

have also learnt that a cargo of about 500 Bozals was landed safely at the 
Ensenada de los Cochinos, about fourteen days since, from a vessel called the 
“ Pancho,” and that one of Don Julian Zulueta’s slavers, the “ Dorado,” is daily 
expected on this coast. 
. I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 70. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 11.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 15, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to pone Lordship that Mr. William D. Ryder, 
Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed Court established at this place under the 
Treaty of 1855 for the suppression of the Slave Trade, arrived this day from 
England, and has resumed his duties accordingly. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 71. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 3.) 


(No. 8.) : 
My Lord, Havana, April 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 dated the 1st ultimo, acquainting me that the papers in connection with the 
case, which I did myself the honour of reporting to your Lordship in my despatches 
Nos. 21 and 23 of the 3lst October and:4th December last, had been submitted to 
the proper Law Officer of the Crown for his consideration, and that, in conformity 
with his opinion, Her Majesty’s Government would not be borne out in contending 
that all vessels captured as slavers bv Spanish cruizers are to be sent for adjudica- 
tion before the Courts of the Mixed Commission. 

I regret that [ cannot agree with the learned counsel in this matter. Her 
Majesty’s Arbitrator, with whom, since his return to the execution of his duties, I 
have conversed, coincides with me; and the Secretary to the Mixed Court has 
always been clearly of opinion that in all cases like that referred to upon the present 
occasion, it is the Mixed Court, under the Treaty of 1835, which ought to determine, 
in the first instance, its competency to proceed to trial, or to pass it to the competent 
tribunal of Spanish jurisdiction. 

The capture in this instance was made by a Spanish man-of-war which was 
dispatched from this harbour, specially to seize the slaver-barque which was known 
to be on the coast close by, and which service the said vessel of war accomplished. 
How, then, is it to be believed that the Spanish war-steamer was not duly authorized 
to capture? Nor is the Captain-General’s letter sufficient to show that the slaver 
was seized within Spanish jurisdiction : she certainly was not within the range of the 
guns of any fort, and was more than a marine league from the coast of Cuba, and, 
consequently, comprehended by the Treaty. But these are points which it would 
have been the province of the Mixed Court to have determined, had the case been 
before it, and many other circumstances would, probably, have come to light 
during the investigation as to the origin and ownership of the expedition, and 
everything connected with it, which by the other course remain concealed. 

I hope that I.may be excused for venturing thesefobservations to your Lordship. 

I shall not press the matter further here, nor shall I address any communica- 
tion upon the subject to the Captain-General. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 72. 
Goa Mr. Fitzgerald to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
0. 2.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 1, 1859. 


I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you, for your informa- 
tion, the accompanying extract of a despatch from Her Majesty's Judge in the 
Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone,* containing a Report which would 
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appear to confirm the statements contained in Mr. Crawford’s despatch No.3 of the 
25th January last, with regard to the increase in the Slave Trade during the past 
year. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. V. FITZGERALD. 





No. 73. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 2.) 


(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Havana, May 6, 1859. 

WE beg leave to refer to Mr. Crawford’s despatch No. 7 dated the 23rd ultimo, 
upon the subject of the preparations for carrying on the Slave Trade, which are 
very extensive both from the ports of this island and those of the United States. 

From New Orleans the “ Rebecca,” mentioned in the despatch above referred 
to, has been permitted to proceed on her voyage to the coast of Africa, after under- 
going the farce of a detention and examination, as a blind; and from the same port 
the barque ‘“‘ Laura,” 206 tons, Dolute, master, was cleared on 25th ultimo, for the 
Congo river, by Pratts, Pujol, and Co., notoriously slave-traders’ agents, and the 
yurpose of her voyage may be inferred from her lading cleared at the Custom- 
Faces, viz.. 4,200 feet lumber, 4,100 staves, 10 barrels of peas, 100 barrels of bread, 
13 bags of coffee, 12 pots and 200 empty pipes. 

Here there are several vessels, supposed to be slavers, fitting out, but we at 
present refrain from stating their names. 

Much of this is, no doubt, owing to the state of uncertainty as to the removal 
of General Concha, as we have always fourd that the slave-traders reckon upon a 
want of vigilance at the time of the change of the Captains-General, owing to a 
sort of indifference on the part of the one going out and a certain delay in the 
adoption by the incoming Governor of a policy favourable or otherwise to the 
views of these miscreants. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





No. 74. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 15.) 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Havana, May 28, 1859. 

THE slave-traders continue to send off vessels to the coast of Africa, and I 
have to report the sailing this day of the Spanish schooner “ Juana,” of about 
150 tons, built at Barcelona. 

The brig “ Crimea,” alias “ Luisa,” is again fitting out. This vessel has been 
more than once already quite prepared for sea, and the outfitters desisted and laid 
her up again; but I hear that she will now proceed on her voyage. 

he celebrated yacht ‘“ Wanderer” arrived to-day from Savannah, and will, 
doubtless, be got ready for her African expedition as soon as possible. 

I have also to notice the clearance in ballast, for Key West, of the American 
brig ‘‘ W. R. Kibby ;” but she is, it is suspected, in reality gone to the coast to be 
set in the Slave Trade. 

he “ Enterprise,” reported in my No. 5 of the 12th March, is (I understand) | 
still here, some difficulty have arisen as to her being dispatched. 

But the prospects are sufficiently encouraging for many more expeditions 
being sent out, as the only danger is our cruizers of the African squadron; there 
being neither cruizers, nor opposition to the landing of as many slaves as may be 
brought here, and a brisk demand and ready sale they know awaits them at high 

rices, 
i I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





HAVANA. 29 


No. 75. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received August 5.) 
No. 11.) 
y Lord, Havana, June 10, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Mr. Crawford, Her 
Majesty’s Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court at this place, embarked yesterday 
evening on board the mail-packet for England, on temporary leave of absence, and 
that he has requested me to act for him until he returns to his post. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 





No. 76. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 5.) 


(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Havana, June 10, 1859. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W.D. RYDER. | 





No. 77. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 5.) 


No. 14.) ] 
vy Lord, Havana, July 1, 1859. 
IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be made 
on the Ist day of January and the Ist day of July in each year, I have the honour 
to report that there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed Court 
of Justice at this place during the last six months. 
Thave,&c. 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 


ooo, 
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No. 78. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 22.’ 
(No. 15.) © 
My Lord, Havana, July 25, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s circular of 
the 21st ultimo, informing me that the Queen has been pleased to accept the Karl 
of Malmesbury’s resignation of the office of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and to confide to your Lordship the seals of that Depart- 





ment. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 
No. 79. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 1.) 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Havana, September 22, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that I have resumed my 
duties as Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice at this 
place, having this day arrived from England after a short absence on leave. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 80. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Havana, November 8, 1859. 


WE have the honour of inclosing a letter from Mr. John V. Crawford, the 
Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commission, which he has addressed to your Lordship, 
soliciting leave of absence to England on his private affairs, and we do not foresee 
any inconvenience should your Lordship be pleased to accede to Mr. Crawford’s 





request. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 
Inclosure in No. 80. 
Mr. J. V. Crawford to Lord J. Russell. 
My Lord, Havana, November &, 1859. 


I BEG leave to request the favour of your Lordship to grant me leave of absence for a short period, having 

occasion to proceed to England on my private affairs. 
I have, &c. - 

(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





No. 81. 


Lord Wodehouse to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(Separate.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 7, 1859. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch marked Separate of the 8th ultimo, and, in reply, I am to acquaint you 
that his Lordship accedes to Mr. John V. Crawford’s request to be allowed to absent 
himself from his post for a short period on his private affairs. 


I am, &c. ' 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE, 
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No. 82. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 


(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Havana, November 25, 1859. 

WE have the honour of acquainting your Lordship that Captain-General Don 
Francesco Serrano, Conde de San Antonio, was yesterday sworn into office, and 
has assumed the government of this island, to which he has been appointed by 
Her Catholic Majesty in the stead of Lieutenant-General Don José de la Concha, 
Marquez de la Habana, who returns to Spain. 

The Mixed Court having met at 1 o’clock yesterday, proceeded to congra- 
tulate his Excellency on his arrival, and assuming the government and command, 
and we have to state to your Lordship that General Serrano’s reception was 
perfectly cordial and satisfactory. 

The Court afterwards took occasion to call on the late Captain-General Concha, 
when his Excellency expressed the great satisfaction it had afforded him during 
his government, the complete harmony that had subsisted between him and the 
Tribunal, and his regret, on then taking leave, as having retired from the command, 
in obedience to the dispositions of his Sovereign. 


We have, &c. 
. (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





No. 83. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 5, 1859. 

WE have reason to believe that the Slave Trade, which is being carried on so 
extensively and successfully, has been revived in the Mozambique and East Coast 
of Africa; and that, in consequence of the abundance of negroes, their cheapness, 
facilities of embarkation, and less risk of capture, numerous expeditions have been 
fitted out, and are gone in that direction. Besides that, others are being arranged 
to be launched as soon as possible, the points of landing and all other preliminaries 
being settled here, so as to reckon, as nearly as may be, upon a certainty of 
success. , 

Such expeditions not unfrequently originate in the United States of America, 
from whence they take their departure; and there are at present here, we under- 
stand, agents from Boston and from New Orleans, who are engaged in completing 
the subscriptions for shares, which have been already in part filled up by American 
capitalists. One of these schemes is, for a ship of 900 tons to bring 2,000 slaves, 
under charge of an experienced slaver, who has made no less than thirteen 
successful voyages. 

It seems that negroes are to be had on the East Coast of Africa for about 
28 dollars each; and even so, they are paid for in goods, upon which there is at the 
least 100 per cent. of profit. 

We learn that the ships to be employed in this unholy Traffic, with their goods 
for barter on board, and prepared with sufficient iron-fitting tanks for a supply of 
water, proceed from the United States, under American colours, to a port in Mada- 
gascar ; there the slave-deck is laid in safety and without hindrance, and there they 
take in their cargoes of human misery, the victims being brought over from the 
opposite Coast of Africa in Arab vessels: and we have been told that such are the 
facilities and arrangements that a very large cargo of slaves can be completed in 
two or three days. 

We have also been told that the vessels employed now in these adventures 
have none of that smartness of appearance that would attract the notice of our 
cruizers, neither are they clipper-built; but, on the contrary, are burdensome and 
trader-looking merchantmen calculated to deceive, in which they have generally 
succeeded, although, owing to the dodge of going to Madagascar, they are seldom 
fallen in with either by the British or American ships of war, and on this coast 
they have nothing to fear; for if we had any cruizers in these waters—and they are 
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well aware that we have none—they also know that showing the American flag, 
they would not be interfered with. 

‘The cost to the slave.traders of the introduction of Bozals here, is attributed 
to the vigilance of the British Agents, or, at least, that vigilance is made a pretext 
by the Spanish officers for having raised the price of their dishonour. The slavers 
say that lately it has been 9 doubloons a-head (153 dollars) altogether which they 
have to pay, instead of 4 doubloons (68 dollars), which it used to be. But your 
Lordship will easily understand that, selling the Bozals at 1,000 dollars each, 
notwithstanding the enormous sums they have to pay in bribes, the Trade is still 
exceedingly lucrative, and, consequently, will be continued and increase, unless it 
is put an end to by the high-handed measures of Her Majesty’s Government. 

We beg leave to represent to your Lordship the alarming extent of the Slave 
Trade at present; the preparations for its being carried on, on even a more gigantic 
scale in future; the total want of attempt, as well as a seeming want of intention, 
on the part of the Spanish authorities to carry into effect the stipulations of the 
Treaty for its suppression; and that such is the state of corruption amongst their 
officials, whose duty it is to prevent the introduction of slaves, that they connive at 
their being landed; so that there is, in fact, no opposition here to the continuance 
and extension of the Traffic; nor is there, in our opinion, any faith to be put in 
the professions so often made by Spain of a loyal desire to observe and fulfil the 
Treaty obligations. 

Under these circumstances, we deem it our duty to bring this important 
matter under the notice and consideration of your Lordship and of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





No. 84. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—( Received February 1, 1860.) 


(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipated 
negroes have been sent from this to Jamaica during the present year. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 85. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 1.) 


(Separate.) 

My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1859. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Wodehouse’s despatch 

marked io_ of the 7th instant, conveying your Lordship’s permission for 


Mr. John V.Crawford to be allowed to absent himself from his post for a short 
period on his private affairs. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





No. 86. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.— (Received February |, 1860.) 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1859. 
ANOTHER year has passed by, and instead of the Slave Trade having been 
checked or put an end to, it is our unpleasant duty to state to your Lordship that it 
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has been carried on and is being prosecuted to an extent hardly exceeded in the 
most flourishing period of that inhuman and detestable traffic previous to the 
celebration of the Treaty and enactment of the laws for its prohibition and 
suppression. 

In the Report which this Commission had the honour of submitting to Her 
Majesty’s Government upon the Slave Trade for the year 1858, it was shown how the 
officers under the Captain-General had lent themselves to the purposes of the slave- 
traders, and how corruption ruled and pervaded all grades of Spanish officials ; so 
that it was impossible to obtain the observance of the Treaty, and that such is the 
state of the public opinion, that however notorious it may be that slaves are intro- 
duced into the island, almost publicly and with the connivance of the public autho- 
rities, it is impossible to obtain legal proofs to convict either those engaged in the 
illegal traffic or those who connive at their violations of the Jaw and of the Treaty. 

During the year this day ended, we have had another instance of the uselessness 
of the Commissions sent forth to investigate the cases which have so frequently 
occurred in the history of this reprobated traffic. 

The notorious venality of the Lieutenant-Governor of Pinar del Rio having 
been brought under the notice of the late Captain-General Concha, his Excellency, 
being morally convinced of Brigadier Teran’s delinquency, removed him from his 
command and sent a Commissioner of Police to investigate the matter of the 
introductions of Bozal negroes in that district, as well as the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
connivance. 

The Commissioner’s coming was, as usual, known to all the slave-trading 
community of Pinar del Rio and the district of Filipinas previous to his arrival ; 
but an officer of the Guardia Civil whom he met at landing at Punta de Cartas (a 
place on his route to Pinar) informed him fully of all the circumstances as they had 
occurred, and he also received a written denouncement of the places where the 
newly-landed negroes were concealed, numbering above 500, on the estate of Don 
Francisco Marti y Torrens, and 200 on that of Sefor Mitjans; but the 500 that 
were at the Pan de Azucar had been removed before the Commissioner got there, 
and those at Mitjan’s estate he never went to look for: so the result was, as usual, 
ineffectual except in so far as the Commissioner and others may have been benefited 
by the hush-money they doubtless received from the slave-traders ; and so Brigadier 
Teran has returned to Spain, like Colonel Gayoso, Lieutenant-Governor of Cardenas, 
Colonel Bulnez, Lieutenant-Governor of San Juan de Remedios, and the Brigadier 
Conti, Lieutenant-Governor of Trinidad, all of them enriched by the prices of their 
dishonour. 

But strange to say, such conduct, so disgraceful as those men’s has been, is 
not looked upon here as degrading or disreputable; on the contrary, they are 
considered as having only taken advantage of their situation, and by the planters 
they are thought to have done good service to the island ! 

Such, my Lord, is the degraded state of the public opinion in this slave-trading 
community! It is, therefore, not surprising that the outfits for the coast of Africa 
continue, and that new impulse is given to the Slave Trade by its success, and the 
infusion of American capital and enterprise which for some time past has been 
ald employed, both from this island and from the United States. 

e beg leave to lay before your Lordship the inclosed statement of the number 
of slaves landed in Cuba during the year 1859, showing the number of Bozals which 
have been captured by the Spanish authorities. 

__, We have had information of the introduction of no less than thirty-nine cargoes, 
with 22,855 negroes; add to which one-third, as usual, and we have the enormous 
aumber of 30,473 slaves landed here in this year, of whom 447 have been captured 
by a Spanish cruiser. 


The navy of Her Catholic Majesty at this station consists of— 


1 line-of-battle ship. 

2 sailing frigates. 

2 screw-propeller frigates. 
2 alae frigates. 
4 brigs. 

5 steamer. schooners, 

2 sailing schooners, 


The frigates and smaller vessels might do much to prevent the landing of 
Crass A, F 
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slaves, if they were employed on that service; but that is not the case. There are, 

erally, half the force to be found laying in this harbour, and if those at Puerto 
Rico, on the Spanish Main, and at Vera Cruz, are added to that account, only a 
very few will be left to watch the coast of Cuba; and there is too much reason to 
apprehend that hitherto the slavers have not been interfered with, the cruizer where 
the landings have been effected being conveniently absent at those particular times 
by previous arrangement with the slave-traders. 

We understand that there have recently come four United States’ steam-vessels, 
which are stationed, two on the north and two on the south side of this island, for 
the purpose of checking the Slave Trade under American colours, One of them 
has captured a vessel which was fallen in with abandoned,* but having evident 
signs oF having just before landed a cargo of slaves; and another of these cruizers 
has brought into Trinidad a schooner nupwoned to have run her cargo of negroes at 
Sancti Spiritus about four months ago, the slaver having also been fallen in with 
abandoned off the coast of this island. But these United States’ cruizers will be 
circumvented by their countrymen who are engaged in this nefarious Traffic. The 
vessels leaving Cuba for the coast of Africa will have regular papers and clearances 
to warrant their when, | the American flag until they are far away on their 
voyage. As scon as they have taken on board their cargo of slaves, their American 
character will have disappeared, and if they are fallen in with on their return, 
with the negroes on board, the United States’ cruizer will have no right to interfere 
with them. 

We regret to have to state to your Lordship that there has not been any British 
cruizer employed in these waters for prevention of the Slave Trade for a long time 
past; so that the traders have little or nothing against them, besides the vigilance 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers of the African squadron, of whose activity we are happy 
to have seen so many proofs in the numerous captures which have been made of 
vessels fitted for bringing away slaves. 

The trade, however, is so very lucrative, owing to the enormous prices to which 
slaves have risen, that new adventures are continually being entered into, and so 
many have gone out that it is impossible our cruizers can capture all of them, 
although they have accounted for a large proportion. So the slave-traders 
calculate that some of their vessels will be able to load and get away from the 
coast of Africa, and they reckon upon the rest 1s on a certainty and an enormous 
profit; one cargo of Bozals safely landed fully compensating the loss of many 
captures before loading, or of four or five of their expeditions with the slaves on 
board. 

We would respectfully bring under your Lordship’s notice the practice which 
has obtained with the Captains and Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers puttin 
on shore, at liberty, the crews of the vessels which are captured fully equipped an 
fitted for the Slave Trade, but which have no papers or colougs, and claim no 
nationality protection. 

It appears to us that if there is at present no enactment under which persons 
navigating in a manner so nearly resembling pirates, especially when any species 
of arms or armament is found on board, some measure ought to be devised,”in 
combination with other Powers with whom Great Britain has contracted Treaties - 
for suppression of the Slave Trade, for punishing severely all such vagabonds, 
which would have the effect, we humbly conceive, of deterring them from entering 
on board of slave-vessels, and would check the ardour of the Americans, who are 
now so extensively engaging themselves in the detestable Traffic. 

And we would recommend that the officers employed as Her Majesty's Judges 
of Admiralty, as well as the Judges and Arbitrators of Her Majesty in the Mixed 
Courts at the coast of Africa, be instructed to obtain proofs of the ownership of the 
captured vessels adjudicated at St. Helena and elsewhere, and if proofs conclusive 
could be obtained to criminate them, such proofs and the witnesses might be sent 
here through Her Majesty’s Commission or the Consul-General, to be used against 
them in the Royal Audiencia under the Penal Law of Spain. 

We are aware of the caution that is observed by the people who embark in the 
Slave Trade, and that it may be some: time before documents are found, or other 
pve that would convict the principals engaged in any slave-trading expedition ; 

ut it is not impossible that correspondence or documents may be intercepted if 
immediate and careful search is made by the boarding officers of our cruizers, or 
‘hat evidence may be elicited in Court from witnesses, which might be made available 


* The “Cygnet,” which she took to Key West. 
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here; and the conviction of any prominent slave-trader would have a great effect 
upon the whole fraternity. 
: , We have, &c. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





Inclosure in No. 86. 


Statement of the Number of Slaves Landed, and Proportion Captured, in the Island of Cuba, during 1859. 











In +«.| Of this cargo 250 negroes were taken by a flat to Cien- 

ae fecgun eohionded a renyewhet, 
June Jaruso ++.{ This vessel lost 183 on the voyage, and after landing the 
survivors was fallen in vith, and brought 


wi 
into these the American t-ecboouer 
“ Cumberlan: ey 
Savana-la-mar Creck, near Bata- 


"<)] A small vessel be to the Alcalde de 
Siar of asta Oe Ser cade eee 


oes ene Don Joaquin Lianusa. 

«».| From Rico. Part of the “ Majestic’s” cargo. 

«| Some of the Sagua railroad employés were arrested for 
having conveyed part of this cargo into the interior. 

.».] Owner, — Rosell Cardenas. The vessel left the 


of ¥ 
River Congo with, it is said, 1,100 slaves, all of whom 
perished but the 70 landed. 


Ia Teja ove see 
Punta de Pasabanaos 





Brig, name unknown ove 
Guanténamo . ese ove oo ish schooner “Terrible” 
20 | Jurisdiction of Puerto Principe ... 


= Ditto. ane 
July SagualaGrande ... 








t Near Cardenas Spanish ship “ Reglita.” 
a Ditto . ove Unknown ee a ou 







ie ots Cruz de a 
i , near len! 
=| Bahie Houda <a 


American brig “‘ Brownsville.” 
pans clipper ship. 









Lieutenant-Governcr was removed. 


Sept. 15 | Cienfuegos district n.| Owned by Don — Canet. 
pf Near Cardenas 
- Cayo Jutia ... «| The negroes were taken to Pena Blanca, an estate 


belonging to Don Francisco Marti y Torrens, 
Brig, name unknown. 


Yaguajay, Remedios ... 
a oe sai ae Spanish brig “ Trueno.” 


Oct. 2 | Guanténamo . 
” 12 | Camarioca ... 


& M Near Renan or 
» Laguna del Gato... 
Levisa 















++.|:534 tons. Sailed from New Orleans April 4; cleared 
‘ for the Congo. 


Cay . os «| The negroes were taken to the estate Pan de Azucar. 
t Off Cayo Romano the Spanish steam-sloop “ Blasco de Garay,” 
wei — tT caked into Reoriees 
Py 6|NearSagua...  ... we tees out at New head ee Bay of 
Doce Leguas es ++] The negroes were afterw: nded Masio, 
2 8 ain close to Trinidad, and were sold st the estate Sabs- 
of — Vi master, from the Mi the 
me La Teja = ne Maquae i ‘ozambique, negroes 
Near Remedios... ron negroes were Lucumis, 
x Sagua et ix:] The vessel was seized, , by the United States’ 
In is Genes steamer “ Mohawk,” Ay 5 My & Key West. 
Add one-third 


Total ... 


Havana, Decemb:r 31, 1859. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Commissary Judge. 





No. 87. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 1.) 


No. 1. 
y Led, Havana, January 1, 1860. 
IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist day of January and the Ist day of July jn each year, we have the 
honour to report that there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed 
Court of Justice at this place during the last six months, ' 


Si ue crayon “Os T. CRAWFORD 
Gigne’) |W. DO RYDER, 


\ 
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No. 88. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 1.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 2, 1860. 

THAT much abused class of the coloured race known as the “ emancipados ” 
continue to suffer the injustice to which they are subjected, and those captured in 
1835 it is that are now in turn to receive their free papers, which are very sparingly 
bestowed, according to the will and pleasure of the Captain-General. 

Your Lordship is aware that no satisfactory answer has ever been obtained 
from this Government as to the number of emancipados in the island. 

We have, however, ascertained, and we have reason to believe with approxi- 
mate correctness, that the total number of these unfortunate people, at the Ist of 
July last, was upwards of 4,500, besides the 447 captured since, making up about 
5,000; but that the mortality has been great since that date. Of those captured, 
Mr. Vice-Consul Sanchez Dolz reports 130 to have died since they were landed ; and 
allowing 5 per cent. as the amount of mortality amongst the acclimated, from age 
and sickness, we estimate the total of emancipados at this date at 4,600: but 
what proportion there may be of males and females, or how many of them are 
those captured by British cruizers, we have not been able to find out. 

With regard to those last alluded to, namely, those captured by Her Majesty’s 
cruizers, and their descendants—for many of them have families here who ale are 
held by the Spanish authorities, and dealt with as emancipados—we submit to 
your Lordship that Her Majesty’s Government has an undoubted right to interfere, 
and insist on their being freed. 

We have reason to believe that a tolerably correct account of all the emanci- 
pados is kept by the “ Seccion” appointed for that purpose in the Colonial Secre- 
tary’s office at the Government House here, and we would very respectfully suggest 
that, as our applications, and those of the Consul-General, have hitherto proved 
ineffectual for obtaining from this Government an account of the emancipados and 
their descendants remaining of those captured long, long ago by British cruizers, 
orders may be obtained from the Spanish Government (of a peremptory nature) for 
the Captain-General to furnish such account, stating that all of them are entitled to 
their free papers, and to give them the option of remaining here, or of electing to 
be sent to some one of Her Majesty’s Colonies ; in which case the Spanish authori- 
ties are to deliver them to us, in order that they may be sent where your Lordship 
may be pleased to direct. 





We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 
No. 89. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—( Received February 28.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Havana, February 2, 1860. 


“ MR. CRAWFORD having obtained information respecting several cargoes of 
slaves which may soon be expected to arrive on the coast of this island, he, on the 
9th ultimo, wrote to the Commodore commanding at Port Royal, Jamaicz, request- 
ing that a suitable cruizer should be sent here to intercept said slavers; and, 
yesterday, on the arrival here of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Racer,” the Commo- 
dore’s answer was received, to the effect that there was nut under his orders an 
available vessel for this service. 

We have the honour of laying before your Lordship the inclosed copy of this 
correspondence, and we have to express our regret that the attentions of the service 
in other respects, owing to the limited number of our ships-of-war on this part of 
the North American and West India Station, should not only have left us for many 
months without a cruizer in these waters, but that, when specially applied for, 
there is not a vessel at the orders of the Commodore available for such service as 
that for which the Consul-General required a swift steamer to have been sent. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 89. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Commodore Kellett. 
Sir, Havane, January 9, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour of acquainting you that a party has denounced to me the expected arrival, at short 
intervals, of three large cargoes of slaves, at places known to him, where said slaves are appointed to come. 

The first of these will arrive three weeks or a month from this date, and this person (an American) who 
knows the vessels by sight, has proposed to me to embark here on board of any of Her Majestv’s ships that may be 
sent on this service, and proceed to wait for the three slavers in succession. He represented them as large vessels, 
very fast sailers, and altogether well equipped. That it is probable they have American papers, and will show 
American colours, but that he is prepared to disclose their history and show that they have no right to use such 
papers or colours ; but that he is confident they will be found without any national papers or character whatever. 

I hasten to give you this information in case you can, at once, or very soon after receipt hereof, send me a 
swift steamer cruizer tu undertake this service, calling at this port to take on board the party referred to; but it 
will be necessary to keep the matter entirely secret, so that it is neither known at Jamaica nor here on the cruizer’s 
arrival. In fact it would be advisable to state, on her arrival here, that she is bound to Halifax. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 


Commodore Kellett to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


Sir, “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, January 25, 1860. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, relative to an expected arrival, at short 
intervals, of three cargoes of slaves on the Coast of Cuba, and to acquaint you that I have not a vessel of war 
available for this service. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


No. 90. 


4) The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
No. 4. 
entlemen, Foreign Office, April 5, 1859. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 17 of the 23rd November last, I authorize 
ou to pay to Mr. Smith the sum of 2501., in remuneration of his services as Acting 
egistrar to the Mixed Commission Court, for the period comprised between the 
18th November, 1857, and the 23rd November, 1858, on which latter date you state 
that Mr. Robert Knox presented to the Mixed Commission his letter of appointment 
as Registrar, and took the oath of office. 
ou will charge the amount in the next Quarterly Account of the Contingent 
Expenses of the Mixed Court. 


, lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 91. 


No. 5,) The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioner's. 
(No. 5. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April 15, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Judge 
in the Mixed Commission Court at the Havana,* containing information respecting 
vessels which are reported as being destined to be mayioned in the Slave Trade. 

1 also inclose a Memorandum giving the particulars of some further vessels 
which have been reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended for 
employment in this Traffic ;+ and I have to desire that you will communicate the 
information contained in the inclosed papers to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s 

-cruizers on the Cape Station. 





I an, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 92. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 25.) 
No. 13.) F 
fy Lord, Cape Town, March 14, 1859. 


WITH reference to our despatch No. 1 of the 18th Tonnes last, relative to the 
. illness of the Registrar of this Mixed Commission, Mr. Robert Knox, we regret to 
inform your Lordship that the painful duty now devolves upon us of reporting to 
your Lordship the death of that gentleman, which occurred on the 6th instant. 

We have the honour to inclose an extract from the Minutes of our session this 
day, by which your Lordship will learn that the duties of the Registrar will still 
continue to be performed by Mr. William Tasker Smith, who has hitherto executed 
them to our entire satisfaction and that of our pd lag Saeed colleagues; and we feel 
it our duty, both to the public and to Mr. Smith himself, to bring his claims for 
confirmation in the office of Registrar, to your Lordship’s favourable consideration, 
80 far as it may be deemed propcr for us to do so. : 

Mr. Smith has served as to Her Majesty’s Commissioners during fourteen 


* No. 69. "+ See Class B, No. 649. 
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yeorns in the course of which he has acted as Registrar for upwards of two years. 
e has further qualified himself by a competent knowledge of the Portuguese 
lang ; and he has certainly, as ed by our coll ; obeainel. the 
favourable opinion of all who have had business with the Mixed Commission. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 92. 
Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Mixed Commission. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, March 14, 1859. 


Present : 


George Frere, Esq. The Chevalier Duprat. 
F. R. Surtees, Esq. Senhor F, T. Valdez. 
Wm. Tasker Smith, Esq., Acting Registrar. 


THE members of the Mixed Commission desire to record their deep regret at the untimely death of the: late 
Registrar, Robert Knox, Esq., who expired on the 6th instant, after a protracted illness, which, having lasted 
during the whole of his residence at the Cape, unfortunately almost entirely deprived the Commission of his services. 

Mr. William Tasker Smith, having been sworn in as Acting Registrar, prior to the arrival of Mr. Knox, 
and having continued to act in this capacity during that gentleman’s illness with satisfaction to the Mixed 
Commission :— 

It was ordered : 

That Mr. William Tasker Smith continue to act as Registrar, until Her Britannic Majesty's pleasure has been 
made known to the Mixed Commission. 

The following communication was read, and ordered to be entered in the Minute Book :— 

“ The Undersigned, His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner and Arbitrator, wish to record their satisfac- 
tion with the zeal, probity, and intelligence with which the functions of Secretary to this Commission have been 
performed by the Acting Registrar, Mr. Smith, during the last fifteen months, in addition to one year's service 
performed in 1852-53, prior to the arrival of the Portuguese Arbitrator—an opinion which they ure persuaded is 
shared by their colleagues, and by both parties interested in the suits before the Court, both captors and 
claimants, who have been unanimous in thanking the said Mr. Smith for his courtesy and punctuality, which have 
gained the esteem of the public in general. ‘ 

“ The Undersigned remain satisfied that this Mixed Commission will not fail on this occasion to recommend 
the nomination ef Mr. Smith to the British Government. 

(Signed) “ ALFREDO DUPRAT. 


“F. T. VALDEZ.” 


The British Commissioner and Arbitrator concurred in the views of their Portuguese colleagues ; and it was 
resolved :— 

That this recommendation be submitted to the Governments of Her Britannic Majesty and His Most 
Faithful Majesty. 





No. 93. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 2.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, March 15, 1859. 


WITH reference to our despatch No. 12 of the 12th of February, transmitting 
copies of a correspondeuce between Admiral Grey and ourselves, relative to 
complaints made against the captors of the three vessels recently brought before 
this Mixed Commission by Commander Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” we 
nex the honour to inclose copies of further letters which have since passed on the 
subject. 

‘ Your Lordship will, perhaps, remember, that our Portuguese colleague having 
expressed himself strongly in Court as to the ill-treatment of Portuguese subjects, 
as disclosed in the cases before the Mixed Commission, Admiral Grey applied to us 
for copies of the evidence upon which the Chevalier Duprat founded his remarks. 
As we felt the inconvenience of entering into a discussion on such a subject, we 
were disposed to refer his Excellency to the Portuguese Commissioner for an expla- 
nation. Being, however, unwilling to be misconstrued, we transmitted such evidence 
as bore on the point in the case of the “‘Flor de Mocambique,” which was the only 
case at that time concluded. - ei ‘ ie 

After the close of the case of the “‘Esperanca,” we informed Admiral Grey 
that a majority of the Court had decided to award costs and damages as to certain’ 
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had alleged to have been subtracted by the captors, but that, as British 
‘commissioners, we were of opinion that no charges of plunder had been substan- 
tiated. We added, however, that we considered the claimants had reason ‘to 
complain of the delay that occurred before the vessel was sent for adjudication, 
she having been detained September 6th and sent to Johanna, where she lay until 
November 4th, the result of which has been a considerable increase of expense. 

In reply to this, Admiral Grey expressing his satisfaction at the failure of the 
charges in the case of the ‘“Esperanca,” stated that he forwarded copies of deposi- 
tions taken in January last at Simons’ Town, as to the charges against the captors 
in the case of the “Flor de Mocambique,” decided in September last year, and 
which charges Commander Oldfield declined to meet before the Mixed Commission 
except upon his own terms, as our previous despatches have acquainted your 
Lordship. Those charges having been at that time admitted by default, we submit 
to your Lordship that it was unnecessary to advert to them at all, as far as the 
Mixed Commission was concerned ; but if Admiral Grey considered it desirable to 
revert to them, we can hardly think that his mode of doing so has been such as 
Her Majesty’s Government would approve. Your Lordship will observe that in 
speaking of one witness before the Commission, and this in a case to which his 
Excellency is in no way a party, he terms him guilty of “flagrant and deliberate 
perjury,” a conclusion from which we entirely dissent ; and, again, further he adds, 
‘that the course pursued by the Commissioners has been such as to prevent 
Commander Oldfield from producing before them the evidence which would have 
enabled them to do justice to all parties,” language too strong and precise to need 
any comment from us. 

As we have already exp'ained in our report of the case, when the witness thus 
stigmatized spoke of having shipped all his crew but one at Mozambique, he looked 
upon the matter as the Portuguese authorities at Mozambique had done, who 
considered the substitution of three crew at Quillimane for three shipped at Mozam- 
bique, but who deserted, much as one and the same shipment, not worth notice, so 
long as the number originally on the muster-roll was not increased thereby. Directly 
an addition was made to that number at Quillimane, it was entered on the ship’s 
papers. In like manner, the master of the dhow considered he had taken all his 
crew at Mozambique, that is, either the men themselves or their representatives, 
except in the case of one, added as a twenty-fifth to a muster-roll which purported 
to represent his crew as twenty-four in number. 

Keeping in view our judicial position, we have not thought it advisable for the 
public interests to enter into any controversy with Admiral Grey on his last letter. 
We are quite willing to appreciate his remark, that his only object is to clear the 
character of those under his orders. At the same time we would submit, in order 
to maintain for this Mixed Commission the like independance possessed by all other 
of Her Majesty’s Courts of Justice, that it would be desirable if in future his 
Excellency were to abstain from cavilling to us at the evidence before it, or censuring 
the course it may judicially pursue. 

We can truly assure your Lordship that our earnest endeavours have been to 
do justice to both sides, a task not always easy with foreigners as colleagues, and 
witnesses to deal with, generally ignorant and confused, whose evidence has to be 
obtained almost always through a double interpretation, 

We have, &c. i 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 93. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, Cape Town, February 21, 1859. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence with your Excellency upon the subject of charges which had 
been made affecting the discipline of Her Majesty's ship “Lyra "in the cases lately brought before this Mixed 
Commission, we have the honour to state that the award in the last of the three cases, the “ Espevanga,” was 
concluded on Saturday last the 19th instant. . 

In this case allegations were made by the claimants of abstraction of personal property, viz, moneys, a watch, 
telescope, &c., said to have been on b ; and of items of cargo, destroyed, lost, or taken away. After hearing 
evidence on both sides, the majority of the Court, consisting of the Portuguese Commissioner and the Portuguese 
Arbitrator, elected by ballot, have decided to give compensation more or less on these claims. 

We think it right to state, as British Commissioners, that we are clearly of opinion that no charge of 
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ill-treatment or plunder has been substantiated against the captors, although there have been losses and damages of 
ca\ roved. ' 

~ e should remark, however, that we consider the claimants have had reason to complain of the delay that 
occurred before the case was sent for adjudication. The “ Esperan$a” was detained the 6th September, and sent 
to Johanna, which she did not leave until the 4th November: Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” after capture, 
proceeding to Quillimane and Mozambique, thence to Johanna, back to Mozambique, and again to Johanna, before 
the vessel was sent to Mozambique, and the case brought here for adjudication; the result of which has been a 
considerable increase of expense. ~ 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 93. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, ‘“« Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, March 5, 1859. 

I HAVE deferred the acknowledgment of your letter of the 21st of February, in the daily expectation of 
receiving the concluding portions of the evidence and the award in the case of the “ Esperanga.” 

I will not, however, longer delay informing you that I have received with satisfaction your assurance that in 

_the last case, that of the “ E’speran%a,” no charge of ill-treatment or plunder has been substantiated against the 
captors, although there have been losses or damages of the cargo proved. 

You also informed me that in the case of the “ Emalada,” no allegations had been made against the 
captors, : 

In the remaining case, that of the “ Flor de Mogambique,” you forwarded to me the copies of the evidence 
on een the allegations rested, and it is therefore in that case love that I have any tangible accusations to deal 
with. 

These accusations are :— 

. Ist. That the boxes of the master and crew of the dhow were broken open and plundered by the crew of the 
“ yra.” 

2ndly. That the master’s watch was stolen. 

8rdly. ‘That certain nautical instruments belonging to the master were broken and destroyed. 

4thly. That the crew of the “ Flor de Mogambique” were sent away from the “ Lyre.” in a leaky boat, in 
stormy weather, when ten miles distant from the land, thereby endangering their lives, and leaving it even 
uncertain whether they ever reached the shore. 

The evidence on which these charges rest is that of the master, the mate, and the cook. 

Before entering ‘\to the character of the evidence, 1 must remark that in the examinations of the master | 
find that, on the 10th of August, he swears that all his crew were taken on board at Mozambique except one. 

On the 11th of August he repeats this statement. 

On his third examination (not dated) he admits that three boys, who answered to the names of some of the 
crew, were em on board at Quillimane. _ 

It is, therefore, clear that the master was in this instance guilty of the most flagrant and deliberate perjury. 

I might further remark upon the falsehoods which he told with reference to these boys, as proved by the 
letter of Mr. Mc Leod, and the evidence of Lieutenant Harris; but I have shown enough cause for rejecting this 
man’s testimony as utterly worthless even if it had been better supported by the other witnesses. 

On the tirst charge the master, Abdurremane, states, in answer to question No. 10, that in the course of the 
night the prize-crew left on board the dhow had broken open the boxes of the men, and had taken away the best 
of the things they found, and the money, from some 5, 20, 25, and even 40 dollars. 

To question No. 11 he answers, “I heard the boxes broken, and the chink of the money.” 

To question No. 12. “ Each of the prize-crew had a bundle of the things taken; they sent them on board 
the ‘Lyra,’ some the same night. and others in the morning ; the boats came five or six times the second day. 
At 2 p.m. the dhow was brought alongside the ‘ Lyra,’ and the cargo was removed.” 

The master, on the contrary, states: ‘‘ When the two vessels were alongside, I could see that the Englishmen 
—_ breaking the boxes ;” but makes no charge against the prize-crew previously, except of knocking the things 
about. 

The cook, again, states that “when the English captain went away to his ship, there remained a number of 
his men, who smashed the boxes.” 

The evidence, therefore, of the three upon this point differs so materially as to make it of little value. 

With reference to the master’s statement of the plunder of his box, the evidence of the cook, who alone speaks 
to this point, is so contradictory that it affords no corroboration of the master’s, and would rather tend to show 
that the master's evidence as to the state of his box and the abstraction of the money is false. 

On the second charge, although there is a discrepancy between the mate’s statement and the others, there is 
no doubt that the watch was hanging up in the cabin, but by whom it was removed there is no evidence to show. 

On the third charge, the master states that the instruments were in good order at the time of capture, and 
when they were produced in Court they were in a damaged state. 

The Marshal of the Court gives evidence that the damage had been recently done ; but it is not shown in 
whose possession the instruments were from the time of capture up to the time of their production in Court, an 
interval of four months. 

The fourth charge rests on the evidence of the master and mate, who agrec that the land was far off, and the 
sea high, ‘I'he master calls the boat an old canoe, and says it was leaky ; the mate states that the boat had been a 
good one, but was injured when it was put down. 

I have thus gone through the statements on which the charge of plunder and ill-treatment rests. 

The absence of the “Lyra,” and of the witnesses who could have given evidence in answer, in the first 
instance deprived the Court of the means of forming a complete judgment on some of them; though, as I have 
shown, the perjury of which the master had been guilty, and the want of corroboration in many of the details, 
are, in mv opinion, sufficient to invalidate the whole of his statement. But before the Court deci the case the 
* aia h ‘a ait and I regret that the course pursued by the Commissioners should have been . which 
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precluded Commander Oldfield from producing before them the evidence which would have enabled them to do 
justice to all parties. 

It is not for me to decide how far the Court was legally justified in refusing to receive the evidence on the 
whole award tendered by Commander Oldfield, but I must ret that the result of the course adopted was to 
prevent the charges so seriously affecting the character of British officers and men from being fully investigated. 

I, in consequence, called upon Commander Oldfield to answer these charges, and I now inclose, for the 
information of the Commissioners, the depositions of the officers and men in question, which appear to me to 
establish, in the fullest manner, the correctness of the conduct of those by whom the search was made, and the 
falsehood of the statements of the master of the “ Flur de Mogambique.” 

I trust that the Commissioners will believe that my only object in doing this is to clear the character of those 
who serve under my orders. Iam aware that there is no appeal from the decision of the Court, and that it is 
from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty alone, and from Her Majesty’s Government, that I can hope to 
obtain justice for Commander Oldfield and his officers, and protection from the remarks of the Portuguese 
Commissioner, which I have now shown to be entirely unwarranted by the facts of the case. With this view, I 
have submitted to their Lordships the statements of Commander Oldfield ; and I shall, by the next mail, lay the 
whole of the cases before them, with such remarks as the proceedings appear to me to call for. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 93. 
Lieutenant Stephens to Commander Oldfield. 


) “ Lyra,” Simon's Bay, January 18, 1859. 
HAVING perused extracts of the depositions made by Abduremane Ibraim, on the 13th of October, 10 the 
Commissioners of the Mixed Commission Court, it pains me much to find that my character is brought before 
that Honourable Court at an exceedingly low ebb; and I consider it my duty, not only towards myself but towards 
those who were under my orders, that I should lay before you my statement in connection with the capture of the 
Portuguese dhow * Flor de Mogumbique ;” and if, after a careful perusal, an impartial inference is drawn, [ feel 
certain that the cloud that now lowers around my character in connection with this affair will entirely vanish. 

I was the boarding-officer of the “Flor de Mocambique,” and, on her being detained for suspicion of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, I was left on board her with a prize-crew from this ship consisting of John Jenkins. 
petty officer, Ben. Taylor, Geo. Symey, and Philip White, seamen. 

The captain of the dhow states, in answer to No. 8: “I remained on the poop until 4 a M., when 1 was 
allowed to go down. When I got to my private cabin I missed my watch, coverlids, and sheets. I asked for the 
keys, but found that my box was broken open, and I missed 250 dollars which I had placed in a little bag on the 
top of my clothes. I found 75 dollars which were under the clothes, and tied them round my waist in a hand- 
kerchief.* He states that it was not. ouly his box, but that all shared alike; all were broken open, and the crew 
pilfered of everything they had. Now I most emphatically deny this statement; and I take this opportunity of 
saying that I have boarded a great many vessels whilst engaged in the suppression of the Slave Trade on tke 
East Coast of Africa, and it has always been my great aim to conduct such visits or searches with the greatest 
civility ; but according to the captain's statement in this case, 1 am made out to be a regular pirate. 

The captain says that he was not allowed to go into his cabin. Now I state that on my arrival on board, 
after she was captured, that I demanded the keys of the boxes belonging to the captain and crew should be given 
up to me, which was complied with. I then asked the captain to accompany me under the poop to examine the 
boxes, which he did, commencing with his own first; I did not search his box, but merely turned over a few 
muslins which were lying on the tup. I then requested him to lock the boxes again and return me the keys, 
which he did ; and the keys were returned to him after a closer search had been made of the boxes after they had 
been transferred to this ship, and the vessel destroyed. He was present both times, and everything was left in 
the men’s boxes as it was found. ’ 

His statement concerning the dollars alleged to have been abstracted from his box is entirely false. I saw a 
few coppers in some of the searren’s boxes, but they were not touched. The men were searched behind a screen, 
and on their persons money to the value of 98 dollars was found and delivered up to my captain, but that was 
every fraction that was found, and in my opinion the statement that he had 325 dollars on board is a base fabrica- 
tion; at all events, neither myself nor the prize-crew saw anything of them, and you will bear in mind that the 
person of the captain was not searched. 

Concerning the watch, I saw one hanging up in his cabin over his bed, but I did not meddle with it, nor did 
I see any one touch it : I considered it was his own private property, and consequently took no notice of it; but 
on the vessel coming alongside I observed that the watch had been removed, and came to the conclusion that the 
captain had removed it to some more secure place. For although he styles it his ‘ private cabin,” there was no 
such thing as a cabin, it being all open under the poop. 

Before the vessel was destroyed the captain of her was requested to tell his crew that they were at perfect 
liberty to bring all their own private property on board, and every oue availed himself of the opportunity, and if 
he or they did not it was his or their own look-out; I know that they were the best paft of the forenoon and 
afternoon transferring their traps to the ship. As to his sextant, I never saw one till two or three days after the 
were on board, when accidentally Mr. Shacklock the master told me the captain of the dhow had given him his 
sextant and thermometer to take care of; and on his quiting the ship at Natal I saw both those instruments 
returned to him, and he appeared grateful to Mr. Shacklock for having troubled himself about them. I did not 
see 7 quadrant or box of instruments. 

ou will observe that the captain, in answer to question No. 6, states that ‘‘ he was prevented from going 
into his cabin ;” but Ban the cook, states in his examination that he “ went into the cabin with the captain, who 
got more clothes out of his box, and some money, which he put round his waist.”’ 

The crew were landed at the Bazaruto Islands, the ship being, according to my estimation, about two miles 
from the nearest point of land, and about five miles from the place where the Portuguese flag was flying. It was 
blowing a steady breeze ; but there was no sea on, to speak of. We supplied them with oars, and gave them some 
biscuit and water; the idea of their never having reached the land is most absurd, and can only be put down to 
the captain's limited experience of foul weather. It appears to me very extraordinary that if the captain and his 
crew were so multreated while the search was going on, that he did not make a complaint through Mr, Consul 
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M‘Leod, who was familiar with the Portuguese language ; but no, he seemed perfectly happy and contented, and 
grateful for any little attentions that were shown him by the officers of this ship. 

Again, in reference to question No. 8, the captain states he was kept on deck all night, of course by my 
orders. 5 
I distinctly deny that any restrictions were placed on the captain’s movements in any way whatever, nor did 
I by any sign or gesture cause him to believe he could not go below; if he remained on deck, he remained on 
deck for his own amusement, but to the best of my recollection he did sleep in his cabin. 

He charges me also with having killed a goat and some fowls. I never saw a goat, nor do I believe there 
was such an animal on board. I saw about half-a-dozen fowls, and these the captain brought himself on board 
the * Lyra”’ for his own use. 

I trust that I have satisfactorily answered the serious charges brought against me, and, if necessary, the prize- 
crew that were with me can prove that every word I have stated is correct. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) P. W. STEPHENS. 


1, the above-named Prescot William Stephens, swear that the contents of the above letter are true. 
(Signed) P. W. STEPHENS. 
Sworn at Cape Town, this 18th day of January, 1859. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Joun Rein, Justice of the Peace. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 93. 


Declaration of Dr. Speer. 
Simon's Bay, January 18, 1859. 

HAVING been requested by Commander Oldfield to make a declaration as to the manner in which the 
search of the boxes and persons of the crew of the “ Flower of' Mozambique ”’ was conducted, I beg to state that 
I was present when their boxes were examined on board the “Lyra.” ‘To the best of my recollection, most of 
them were locked. I certainly did not see any of them broken open, nor did I see anything whatever objectionable 
or irregular in the manner in which the search was conducted. I did not see any money, or any other article, 
removed from the boxes. 

In searching the persons of the crew, a screen was spread across the waist of the ship, the men were mustered 
on the quarter-deck, and taken in rotation behind the screen, and examined. No violence was used. Various sums 
of money were found on them, which were handed to Captain Oldfield. The amount found I do not recollect, but, 
certainly, nothing like the sum mentioned in answer to question No. 10. One or two rings of trifling value were 
found, but were at the time returned to the owners. , 

I am much surprised at the answer given to question No. 21. It would lead any one to believe that the 
eighteen men were sent adrift in the most inhuman manner, which was not the case. The ship was not, in my 
opinion, more than two miles from the shore, and under the lee of the land; the sea I call smooth, and the wind 
certainly not high. If any accident has happened to them it must have resulted from their own inexperience. 

The ship remained sufficiently long to see them well on their way to the shore, and when last seen there was 
no reason to apprehend their not reaching in safety. 

As to the sextant and mathematical instruments being not forthcoming, I beg to say I did not see them. 
The quadrant (a very indifferent instrument) was taken care of by the master, Mr. Shacklock, and returned on the 
captain leaving the ship. 

I cannot say what the conduct of the crew might have been on board the dhow, as I was not there; but had 
it been such as stated by the captain and men of the dhow, it appears to me very extraordinary that no complaint 
was made while they were on board the “ Lyra,” nor did I hear of such irregularities through any other 
channel. 

This declaration I make believing conscientiously the same to be true. 

' (Signed) HENRY M. SPEER. 

Declared before me, this 19th day of January, 1859. 

(Signed) G. W. Brownina, Acting Resident Magistrate. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 93. 


Declovation of the Boarding Crew. 


“ Tyra,” Simon's Bay, January 18, 1859. 

WE, the Undersigned, boarded the “ Flower of Mozambique” at the time of her capture, and, by the orders 
.of Lieutenant P. W. Stephens, searched her ; in performing which duty nothing was unnecessarily disturbed. 

We remained on board all night. At 11*30 the following morning, when Captain Oldfield came on board, 
the boxes, which, up to this time, were untouched by us, were examined by the crew of the dhow. With the 
exception of a few coppers, no money was seen. 

The same day the boxes were removed on board Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and there again examined, in 
the presence of the captain and several of the officers of the ship. 

We made this declaration believing the same conscientiously to be true. 


his 
(Signed) JOHN » JENKIN, 
mark. 


hia 
PHILIP % WHITE., 
mark. 
Declared before me, this 19th day of January, 1859. yy 
(Signed) G. W. Brownine, Acting Resident Magistrate, Simon's Town. a ° : 


44 CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Simon's Bay, January 18, 1859. 
WE the Undersigned, having been directed by Commander Oldfield to search the crew of the “ Flower of 
Mozambique” for any money and valuables they might have about their persons. declare, to the best of our 
recollection, that the sum of 22/. was all the money found on them, which sum we delivered to Captain Oldfield at 
the time. 
We make this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true. 
(Signed) JOHN GRANGER. 
JOHN NEWELL. 
Declared before me, this 19th-day of January, 1859. 
(Signed) G. W. Brownine, Acting Resident Magistrate, Simon's Town. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 93. 
Declaration of Commander Oldfield. 


I, Rodulphus Bryce Oldfield, Commander Royal Navy, do solemnly swear and declare that, on the 21st du 
of May, 1858, at 11 30 a.m., latitude 16° 12’ south, longitude 40° 56’ east, | went on hoard the dhow “Flor de 
Mogambique” which vessel had been made prize of, the preceding night, by Her Majesty's ship under my 
command, and had opened in my presence the boxes of the crew, so as to admit of any of the crew of the said 
vessel who wished for clothes, or other comforts ; a certain portion of the said crew having accompanied me from 
the “ Lyra,” to which ship they had, with the exception of the captain, Abluremane Ibraim, and cook, been removed 
the preceding evening, or rather night, immediately after their capture. 

Before leaving the prize at noon, in company with the men who had accompanied me there for the purpose 
above mentioned, the boxes of the crew were locked, in my presence. At 1°30 p.m. the same day, the prize came 
alongside, when the master and her crew had free and full permission given them to take such clothes, food, &c., 
as they might wish out of the vessel before her destruction (which, I told them, was intended). That they did 
avail themselves of it I am confident of. 

I further swear and declare that Lieutenant P. W. Stephens reported to me that he had opened, or rather, 
desired the captain (or master) of the prize, one Abduremane Ibraim, to open his boxes, which was done by the aid 
of keys, and that no money or other article was from them abstracted ; that, in his presence, the boxes were again 
locked ; that a like search was also made with respect to the boxes of the crew, and in like manner, keys being the 
means by which they were opened. 

I further swear and declare, that the crew of the prize, with the exception of the captain, Abduremane 
Ibraim, were searched on the afternoon of May 22, 1858, behind a screen, and that on the person of the cook 
50 dollars were found ; on the person of an Arab 48 dollars were found, one sovereign of which sum was returned to 
him ; on the person of the mate two rings, two dollars, and a rupee were found, and by me returned, as likewise 
were small sums found on the persons of the other men, ‘The persons of the mate and Arab were examined 
in my presence: the person of the cook was not. 

I further swear and declare, that up to the time of the crew (or Captain Abduremane Ibraim) leaving the 
‘* Lyra,” their boxes were not broken into, and that on leaving the ship at Bazaruto, the eighteen men and lads 
there landed did take with them all the property that belonged to them, with the exception of some glass bottles, and 
a few apparently useless articles that their captain, Abduremane Ibraim, threw overboard. 

I further swear and declare, that the boat they left the ship in was in good repair, and had not been used for 
any purpose but as a lounge for prize’s crew since its capture—the boat was the one found on board the ‘* Flor 
de Mocambigque" at time of capture; that the oars, five in number, were fittedas desired by Abduremane Ibraim ; 
that if they were too long, which I at the time thought they were, it was their captain’s, viz, Abduremane Ibraim’s 
fault, as on my suggesting the propriety of their being shortened, he objected. 

I further swear and declare, that as much biscuit and water as was desired for them by their captain was 
supplied. Meat was offered, but was not accepted. Rice they had if they wished it; and they asked as a favour 
for biscuit, and got it. 

I further swear and declare, that the distance from the ship to the shore did not exceed 3,000 yards, or one 
mile and a-half, and that the flag flying on the island at the bottom of the Bay was pointed out to several of the 
eighteen by their captain, Abduremane Ibraim. 

I further swear and déclare, that at the time of the boat’s departure from the *‘Lyra.’’ the weather was 
very fine, as shown by her log, and continued so for some hours. 

I further swear and declare, that at the time of the departure of the eighteen men and boys at Bazaruto, 
that they were in apparently good spirits, and bowed to me with a smiling face as they passed over the side, with 
one exception, and that was a lad 13 years of age, who was crying. On inquiry Abduremane Ibraim informed 
me that his father was one of the men going away, and that the son wished naturally to accompany him, although 
this lad wag one of the proofs of the falsity, in my opinion, of the ship's papers, he being on them represented 
as a lad of 18, whereas ~ was at the very most 13. I let him go, feeling confident that he was a free boy, 
although misrepresented on the vessel's papers. On obtaining the desired permission his tears gave way to smiles 
of joy and happiness, and if the others went away pat sy for one was happy. 

further swear and declare, that the only nautical instrument seen by me or known W me to be on board, 
was a quadrant or quadrant-sextant, which instrument I saw more than once in the captain, Abduremane Ibraim's 
own hands, and, although old, was in apparently good order (I likewise saw a very old and dilapidated case of 
instruments in his box—no mention was made to me at any time of their destruction by the crew of the “ Lyra) ;” 
that I am certain no one ever interfered with his boxes, except at the time his boxes were inspected by my 
orders; that the position of his boxes was such as to preclude the possibility of their being meddled with 
without notice, being abreast of the mizen-mast on the quarter-deck. 

I further swear and declare, that a watch was seen on hoard, and hung up in the captain’s cabin. Lieutenant 
P. W. Stephens is the officer who reported to me its presence on board ; but as the captain had lvave given to keep 
all private and personal property, no further notice of it was taken, and no thought was given about ‘it until the 
owner's departure from the ship at Natal on the yth of June, 1858, when he complained of having lost it. If 
theft has in this case been committed, I apprehend that others than the “ Lyra’s” crew have committed the theft, 
and that it is as likely to have left the ship at Bazaruto or Natal, or at any other time. On mention being made 
of its loss every inquiry and investigation was made to ascertain its fate, but no clue or tidings of it could be 
gathered. 
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In conclusion, I have further to swear and declare, that Abduremane Ibraim did declare to me, on the 
quarter-deck of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” on the 9th of June 1858, that, with the exception of his watch, he 
had lost nothing om board the “ Lyra,” and had met with every kindness and consideration, more especially from 
me. His men, he further declared, had been kindly treated. And I further declare, that his expression in no 
way gave me to understand that he meant otherwise than his word expressed. Gratitude was there, clearly 
expressed in his features. = 


: (Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 
Declared before me, this 19th day of January, 1859. 
(Signed) G. W. Brownstine, Acting Resident Magistrate, Simon's Town. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 93. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey 
Sir, Cape Town, Mareh 10, 1859. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 3rd instant. together with 
its inclosures, consisting of << of depositions taken at Simon's Town, on the part of Commander Oldfield and 
the officers and crew of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” in reference to the case of the * Flor de Mogambique,” 
decided by the Mixed Commission in September /ast. 

We beg to express our thanks for these communications. 

As regards your Excellency’s remarks on the evidence, and on the course pursued by the Commissioners 
in that case, it is unnecessary for us to offer any reply. The judicial proceedings of the Mixed Commission, in 
that, as well as the other cases recently decided by it, will doubtless be submitted in due course to the proper 
Law Officers for their reviewal. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 94. 
iIer Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 2.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, March 21, 1859. 


WE have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship our Report upon 
che second part of the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” together with 
copies of the evidence and other papers filed; of the Registrar’s report, with the 
amendments thereon; and of the Decree pronounced on the |9th February, by 
which the captor was adjudged to pay to the claimant the sum of 6,147$812, 
equal to about 1,366/. 3s., and the costs of adjudication, 34/. 14s. 10d. 

A specific claim was filed on the 6th January, but having been drawn up by 
the Proctor from the verbal statements of the Master, without reference to ship's 
Sot and much difficulty arising from the circumstance that the communications 

etween the Proctor and his client were carried on through doubie interpretation, 
this document was found to be so very imperfect with respect to the items for cargo, 
that, although the Registrar had prepared his report upon it, the claimant was, on 
the 29th January, sibsow to amend it. Further additions were subsequently 
admitted by vote of the majority of the Mixed Commission, on the 11th, 13th, and 
16th February. The proceedings were also somewhat protracted by the investiga- 
tion into allegations made against the captors by the claimant, which rendered it 
necessary to give both parties an opportunity of offering evidence as to the circum- 
stances attending the capture of the vessel, and the course pursued with regard to 
her by the captors, to which it is now our duty to call your Lorilatia's attention. 

The charges brought by the claimant were, that, after the vessel was taken, 
boxes were broken open, and clothes and money, a watch, telescope, wearing- 
apparel, and other articles, were taken by the captors, “ whatever the crew could 
conveniently lay their hands on,” of which the captain himself saw brought on 
board the “ Lyra” a gun, a chart, flags, and a bag of money. A list of the articles 
missing was given in with the claim, and is annexed thereto. The flags, the gun, 
and the charts were accounted for, having been forwarded by Commander Oldfield 
to his agent in Cape Town, at whose office they were found. It was also alleged 
that articles of cargo were taken from the schooner, the captain swearing that he 
saw three tusks of ivory thrown from her into the ‘‘ Lyra” at Johanna, and three 
others, afterwards modified to one, passed into the ‘‘ Lyra’s” boat, and taken 
ashore, while the cargo was being discharged at Mozambique. 

It is stated that on the vessel’s capture, her captain and crew, except four of 
the latter, and the passengers, were removed to the “ Lyra,” and that four men 
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were sent on board from the “ Lyra,” as a prize-crew. According to the captain, 
on the following morning, or on the next day, some of his crew who had been left 
on board called out loudly to him, that the Englishmen on board were breaking the 
boxes, and attempting to go into the hold to plunder, whereupon he’ complained to 
the English Lieutenant, who replied he had “nothing to fear;” and on his after- 
wards complaining to Commander Oldfield, that officer made a similar answer, but 
withdrew the four men of the “‘ Esperanga” from that vessel, leaving only English- 
men on board ; after which, boats constantly going to and fro, a quantity of articles 
were taken to the “Lyra.” The claimant also stated that money on board the 
schooner had been taken, some of which belonged to passengers, and some to 
himself, his pilot and serang ; that on one occasion he saw Commander Oldfield and 
two officers go to the “ Esperanca,” and return with money, which, as they walked 
on the “ Lyra’s” deck, he and his companions saw counted in the cabin by those 
officers ; that the money on board was kept in their boxes by its owners; that these 
boxes, when brought on board the “ Lyra,” were searched, but that no money was 
found therein; that the boxes were broken, some in front, some behind ; and that 
every man of the “‘ Esperancga”’ was searched, and no money found on any one. 

This last allegation was doubted by Commander Oldfield, who also denied that 
the captain, and one at least of the passengers, had been searched at all; while as 
regarded a certain suin of money found on board, it was brought into Court, having 
been in the custody of the “ Lyra’s” Paymaster in a bag. This bag, which Com- 
mander Oldfield saw discovered, he stated contained all the money that was found: 
“no money was taken from any other place or person on board ;” but this was 
clearly an crror, for two other barrinhas of gold were added to the contents of the 
hag by Dr. Speer, the Surgeon, who saw them found in a box in the schooner's 
hold on another occasion, and gave them to the Paymaster. 

The evidence of Commander Oldfield was on some points diametrically opposed 
to that of the claimant, and on others his own witnesses were conflicting. He 
deposed that on the morning after the capture the four mer of the “ Esperanca” 
were withdrawn from that vessel; and he denied positively that the captain had 
ever complained to him at any time of the breaking of the boxes, as alleged. On 
the day of capture Commander Oldfield put a prize-crew on board; and according 
to the evidence of two of them, one being the Quartermaster in charge, no one 
could have been in the hold of the vessel, on the day after capture, for any purposes, 
without their knowledge; and they were certain no one had been. A seaman, 
however, Webber, who was one of the prize-crew which having been withdrawn, 
except one man, on the morning after capture, returned on board in the afternoon, - 
positively deposed that on that afternoon he was in the hold of the prize, and saw 
a box, which was not locked but lashed, opened by the surgeon, when the two gold 
pieces above alluded to were taken out. « 

With such conflicting evidence, although Commander Oldfield appeared to have 
given orders for the security of property, it was not clear how far they had been 
carried out. Viewing the whole, however, as regarded the alleged abstraction of 
money and other private property, we considered, und endeavoured to impress upon ° 
our colleagues, — 

Ist. That there was no corroborative evidence, nothing beyond the bare 
statements of the captain, pilot, and serang, to establish that any money had been 
on board the prize at the time of capture, beyond what the captors had discovered. 

2ndly. That even had its existence on board been proved, it was shown by the 
evidence that the passengers and others had retained charge of their respective 
moneys after embarking in the vessel, and consequently might have taken what 
belonged to them on shore at Mozambique, the evidence as to the personal search 
being conflicting.; And, 

Sedly. That the captain could produce no power of attorney or other document 
authorizing him to claim any money for any third party before the Court. 

As to the watch, telescope, and other articles, we considered that no sufficient 
evidence was adduced of their abstraction. When the captain left the “ Lyra,” he 
was asked whether he had missed any property; and in answer to Commander 
Oldfield’s inquiry, he only specified 4 ring from his desk. This he admitted to the 
Court, but explained away his answer in a manner that to us seemed unsatisfactory. 
Strong corroborative evidence was needed, in our opinion, to establish any supple- 
mentary claim; and there was’ none, The only article we would except from the 

receding observation is the ring, which was lost from the captain’s desk while the 
atter was in the custody of Commander Oldfield, who had not taken the precaution 
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of sealing it or otherwise securing it. This having been allowed for by the 
Registrar, after consulting with the captor, the British Commissioner did not think 
it necessary to disturb the Registrar’s decision. 

On the 10th of September the “ Esperanca” was dispatched to Johanna with a 
prize-crew, and having on board the serang and cook belonging to her own crew. 
The date at which she reached Johanna is not stated, but she lay there until the 
4th of November. 

On the 1Uth of September also the “Lyra” proceeded to Mozambique, where 
she arrived on the 11th, and landed the crew and passengers taken on board the 
*« Esperanca,” with all their effects, except the captain and pilot, who were detained 
on board the * Lyra.” 

The “Lyra” appears to have left Mozambique on the 20th, and to have 
proceeded to Quillimane and other places. She was at Johanna on the 14th 
October, when the captain and pilot were put on board the “ Esperanga.” She 
then proceeded again to Mozambique, where she arrived on the 17th October. She 
left Mozambique on the 20th of October, and arrived at Johanna on the 4th 
November; after this she took the “ Hsperanca” in tow, and brought her to 
Mozambique on the 7th November. . 

While the “Ksperanca” lay at Johanna, the hold, which was sealed after 
capture, appears to have been opened twice for the purpose of getting out rice and 
other things for the use of the detained men, and a cable to replace one lost with an 
anchor during a gale; and two of the prize-crew depose that they discovered that 
a way had been made into the hold from the fore peak, in which the crew of the 
“ Esperanga” had been berthed, there being two loose planks in the bulk-head ; 
these they closed. ‘There was no evidence to show by whom this opening was made, 
nor for what purpose; it merely went to prove that the cargo was not secure at 
Johanna. ' 

On the arrival of the “Hsperangca” at Mozambique, her cargo was discharged 
and taken to the Custom-house. This operation was conducted by the prize-crew 
under the superindence of Lieutenant de Wahl, Mr. Vidal, mate, and Mr. Spong, 
Paymaster of the “ Lyra,” assisted by three Portuguese officers. 

The three English officers above-named were examined, and from their evidence 
it would seem to be difficult, if not impossible, that any ivory should have been 
abstracted; and when it is remembered that there were Portuguese officers employed 
in the unlading. and that no complaint appears to have been made to them, we do 
not think that any such assertion as that made by the captain, that he saw a tooth 
put into the “Lyra’s” gig, and conveyed on shore from the “ Esperanca,” can 
fairly be entertained against any of the “ Lyra’s” crew. 

The captain’s assertion that while the vessels were at Johanna, he saw three 
tusks thrown from the “ Esperanca” into the “ Lyra,” and threw one of them back 
again, the other two being carried off below, seems equally improbable. In neither 
case could the captain identify the men implicated in the transactions he described. 

But although we have the satisfaction of reporting to your Lordship the failure 
of what we may term the criminal charges brought against the captors, we regret 
to have to submit to your Lordship’s notice the facts of this vessel having been 
removed after capture to Johanna, and her unexplained detention there for nearly 
two months. 

Having detained her off Angoxa, to the south of Mozambique, September the 
6th, Commander Oldfield sent her to Johanna, to the north, where she was allowed 
to lie nearly two months. Considering the very slight grounds of suspicion against 
her, and the neglect of the captor to provide proofs even of the existence of those 
grounds (for the Court was provided neither with the vessel herself for survey, nor 
with the measurement of the water-casks), and that the captor himself was prepared 
to restore the vessel in Cape Town, provided the claim for damages were abandoned, 
the Commission was unanimously of opinion that a wrong had been inflicted on the 
parties concerned in this vessel—on the men brought here, by their long imprison- 
ment for many months unnecessarily, and on those owning the vessel and cargo, 
by their being in a similar manner kept out of their property. 

No reason has heen offered by the captors why the “ Esperanca”’ should not 
at once have been taken to Sexsmbique, which she might have roasted on the 11th 
or 12th September, and where we should have thought that satisfactory information 
might have been obtained by the captor as to the perfectly legal character of the 
vessel, which would have induced hin tu set her at liberty at once, instead of 
involving himself and the parties interested in her, in the expense and anxiety of | 
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the trial here, upon no better grounds than her having a few empty casks on 
board. But as he decided to send her for adjudication he should not have neglected 
to obey the express stipulation of the Treaty, by which he was bound to bring 
every person found on board to the port of adjudication. Had this been done, the 
claimant would not have the right, which he now has, of complaining that he has 
been prevented from establishing his case against the captors, by the act of 
Commander Oldfield in failing to bring before the Court those who witnessed the 
events which occurred at the time of capture. 

As to the award itself, a perusal of our report will show your Lordship how 
every item was investigated, and every effort made by the British Commissioner to 
prevent the allowance of any amount which could not, in his opinion, be fairly 
claimed under the Treaty. An attempt was made to charge demurrage upon 
110 tons, which it was suggested would be the tonnage of the vessel by British 
admeasurement, instead of 39 tons, which was her tonnage by the papers; and this 
failed only upon the declaration of the Registrar that he was unable to make any 
calculation from the data proposed by the majority of the Court with any degree of 
accuracy. 

On this subject we submit that it would be desirable if our Portuguese 
colleagues could receive instructions that the tonnage of vessels for demurrage 
should be always taken from the ship’s papers. In no case adjudged, either under 
the Treaties with Portugal, or any other of the Treaties, for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, has any other guide for the tonnage ever been taken; and we are 
strongly of opinion, that had our Portuguese colleagues persisted in their intention, 
and given the claimant in this case demurrage on 110 tons, the vessel being, by her 
papers, only 39 tons, it would have been an act so completely beyond the powers 
vested in the Mixed Commission by the Treaty, that it would have affected the 
validity of the whole award. 

The majority of the Court also allowed demurrage to the 15th May next, being 
138 days after sentence, on the plea that no opportunity had offered for sending the 
detained men to Mozambique, and that until they arrived there, the vessel could 
not be released. But it appeared to the British Commissioner that if due diligence 
had been used by the claimant, notice of the Decree restoring the vessel might have 
been forwarded to Mozambique at an earlier date, and that two months was ample 
time for the Court to have allowed for that purpose ; and that if the claim had been 
properly made out in the first instance, much time would have been saved, and the 
men might have returned to Mozambique by either of Her Majesty’s ships 
“Persia” or “ Lyra,” which sailed recently for the East Coast 

In order to secure the advantage of sending the men by one of Her Majesty’s 
ships, the British Commissioner proposed that the usual application should be 
made to the Admiral on the station for a passage for them, which was declined on 
their behalf by the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator. Commander Oldfield 
also intimated that he was sure that a passage would be granted to the men, but 
was met by the same refusal. 

We regret also that by the award, compensation was given for the money and 
articles of personal property already alluded to in this despatch, and for sundry 
porticns of the cargo, which we are inclined to believe were on board at Mozam- 
bique, though the marks had been obliterated, and which, as the marks could not 
be recognized, the majority of the Court allowed for as missing. But as the grant- 
ing or refusing these items depended upon the weight given to the very conflicting 
evidence by the members of the! Court, the British Commissioner is far from 
presuming to say that they should not have been granted by our Portuguese 
colleagues, however decidedly we ourselves might have declined to sanction them. 
But upon the item for “ wages” and “ expenses in Cape Town” of the three men of 
the “ Esperanca,” and of a cook, whom they brought with them from Mozambique 
for their own service, we think it our duty to submit to your Lordship our opinion 
that these charges are covered by the grant of demurrage, and: that the Court 
exceeded its powers by allowing such items, and that it might be a question 
whether Her Majesty’e Government is bound by the Treaty to pay the amount 
thus erroneously awarded. 

But should Her Majesty’s Government be advised not to refuse payment in the 
resent case—and some consideration, perhaps, is due to the unfortunate men who 
ave been kept from their homes and their ordinary pursuits for nearly six months 

—it would, we submit, be desirable that we and our Portuguese colleagues should 
be favoured with instructions as to the charges which we are to consider as 
“ 
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included in the legal term “‘ demurrage.” . With the Chevalier Duprat’s predecessor, 
Dr. Moniz, an agreement had been come to on this point, and demurrage was 
understood as age wages and cost of subsistence; in compliance with which, 
in the case of the “ Unido,” no claim was made for wages, and the cost of sabsist- 
encé of the crew pending adjudication was deducted from the demurrage allowed. 
But our present colleagues did not concur in this, and, as in regard to the tonnage 
for demurrage, declined to be guided by any construction which might heretofore 
have been put on any provisions of the Treaty. 

We have already stated to your Lordship that the item for wages was awarded 
by majority of the Mixed Commission; but the discussion having turned chiefly on 
the admission of the item for consideration, the fact that it was awarded escaped 
the notice of the Registrar, and the item was accordingly not entered in his Report 
or in the Decree of Court, although it was alluded to by the British Commissioner 
in the opinion which he read in giving judgment, as one of the items from which he 
dissented. 

This omission our Portuguese colleagues proposed to amend by an additional 
Decree. To this the British Commissioner objected, because the Decrees of Court 
are final, by the Treaty, and cannot be altered or even appealed from. And even 
were this not so, he considered it was the duty of the claimant’s Proctor to have 
taken exception to the omission, and to have prayed for the amendment of the 
Registrar’s Report before the Decree was pronounced, as he did with regard to two 
other items when the Report was put into his hands before its final adoption by the 
Court. 

The only remedy for the omission appeared to us to be to represent the facts of 
the case to Her Majesty’s Government; but the Portuguese Commissioner and 
Arbitrator decided that a further award should be made. 

After some delay this award has been, by direction of the Portuguese Commis- 
sioner and Arbitrator, drawn up and entered on the Records, exactly according to 
the form established for Decrees of Court giving damages; and consequently it 
recites that the Court sat on the 14th of March, and confirmed so much of the 
Registrar's Report ‘‘as that the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the 
claimant was entitled to, for wages, 281$250,”—which is contrary to the facts, as 
the Court did not sit, and as the Registrar’s Report is silent on the subject of 
wages. 

‘ But beyond these formal objections, and the circumstance that this award has 
not been decreed in open Court, the British Commissioner objects to its validity 
upon the ground that it was granted upon the motion of a Member of the Mixed 
Commission, and not upon application from the claimant or his legal representative 
before the Court; and that the claim is one of which the captor had no notice, and 
on which he has had no opportunity of being heard: but mainly because he thinks 
that, after an award has once been made in any case, it would be opposed to the 
meaning and intention of Article VII of Annex B to the Treaty, that any second or 
Supplementary award should be subsequently added, to supply an omission owing 
to the laches of the claimant’s Proctor,—an opinion in which the British Arbitrator 
fully concurred, although the decision rested with the Portuguese Arbitrator, who 
had been elected by lot. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERF. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES 
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Report of the Second Part of the case uf the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga.” 


ON the 28th of December, 1858, the Commissioners decreed that the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandise laden therein, should be restored to the 
claimant for the use of the owners and roprietors thereof, together with costs, damages, and expenses incurred in 
consequence of the said seizure, and rekeead it to the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof and report the 
same to the Commissioners. 

On the 6th of January, the proctor for the claimant brought in the specified claim (No. 26) of Hussein the 
master, which was sworn to: the amount hereby claimed was 9,261$000, but several items were left blank, as, for 
instance, the costs of suit, store rent of cargo at Mozambique, and loss of freight. 

In the affidavit annexed to this Sisien: Uuenada swore that immediately after Commander Oldfield boarded the 
“ Esperanga” he removed the deponent, the passengers, servants, and crew, except four seamen, to Her Majesty's 
ship “Lyra.” That on the next day the cable of the “ ” was cut, and she was taken in tow +f e 
“Lyra é " that 7 seamen of the “ Lyra” were then sent on board, and that deponent was soon — told by 
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some of his own men, that-the said seamen were trying to break open the boxes, chests, and portions of the cargo 
on board the schooner: that on the following day the four men belonging to the “ Egperanga” were also removed 
to the “Lyra,” after which the crew of the * Lyra” took possession of the schooner, and carried away whatever 
they could conveniently lay their hands upon, and in particular, as seen by the deponeut, a gun, a bag of money, 
and a chart: that he afterwards saw some of the officers of the “Lyra” go on board the schooner and return 
from her with a quantity of money, which he saw them counting out in the cabin, together with that taken by the 
said seamen; and that the money removed by the captors consisted of 200 Spanish dollars belonging to the 
deponent, 700 to Daga Lacman, Calalchande Ramachande, and Bava Ismail, passengers, 150 to the piloto, and 60 
to the serang. That several trips were subsequently made to and from the said schooner, and many things 
brought to the “ Lyra” which he cannot enumerate except the gun, chart, and money. That previous fo the time 
when the inventory was made at Mozambique, “there were removed from the schooner by the captors” a case of 
beads, value 900 dollars; wax, GO dollars; 9 elephants’ tusks, 130 dollars; 6 bags of rice, 8 bags of sesame seed, 
destroyed, 25 dollars, and a telescope; and that subsequently the broken and empty cases were returned by the 
captors to the persons to whom they belonged. That there was also removed a bag of flags, 30 dollars; a silver 
watch, 25 dollars; 3 charts belonging 10 the piloto, 30 dollars; a book by Norrie, 5 dollars ; certain wearing 
apparel belonging to the deponent, 15 dollars; and a gold ring, 5 dollars; a small cannon, 40 dollars; and some 
copper cooking utensils. ‘I'hat while lying off Johanna, whither she was taken by the captors, an anchor was lost ; 
and while at Mozambique a boat was lost. 

Upon the various items in this claim the Registrar proceeded to frame his Report, which was prepared on the 
20th of January, when he was informed by the Portuguese Arbitrator that an amended claim would be presented, 
owing to the inaccuracies arising from the claimant's statements to his proctor being made through double 
interpretation ; and accordingly on the 29th of January, a petition (No. 27) was presented praying that in place of 
the items which appeared in the first claim under the head of “articles removed from the ‘Zsperana’ by the 
captors before the inventory was made at Mozambique,” he might be allowed to claim the “value of all articles 
specified on the ship's manifest and cockets, which are nvt entered on the said inventory.” This petition the 
British Commissioner did not think it right to retuse, although he was of opinion that reference ought to have 
been had to these documents in framing the claim in the first instance, whereby much delay «ould have been 
obviated ; and the Registrar was accordingly requested to examine and compare the manifests aud cockets with 
the inventory, in order to ascertain the differences, and to embody the latter in his Report. 

On the Ist of February, the Registrar brought in his Report. by which it appeared that the claim as amended 
amounted to 8,906$353, which he proposed to reduce to 4,5253000; but this did not include sundry items for 
personal property, and others as to which the Registrar could not decide until the number of days after seutence 
for which allowances should be made, had been settled by the Commissioners. 

It may be observed, that this sum of 8,906$358 is less than the original claim by 3449647. This is owing 
to its not including a sum of 9003000, originally claimed for a box of beads, the value of which not appearing on 
the manifest was not included in the amended claim, but was subsequently allowed for at the same rate as other 
articles of a like description, the value of which was given in the inventory. With this exception the difference 
between the first claim for cargo 2208000, and the second claim 800$353, was 580$353 in favour of the 
claimant. 

The proctor for the claimant also presented a statement (No. 28) made by the captain in support of his 
claim, which was sworn to and filed; and evidence was received from Commander Oldfield (No. 29), the Captain 
(No. 30), and Mr. Spong (No. 31), Paymaster of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” relative to the property alleged to 
b> missing, and the Captain’s statement was referred to the captor, who was to be prepared to offer evidence in 
r’ply on the 3rd of February. * 

Iu the meantime, on the Ist and 2nd of February, the Commissioners proceeded to take the Registrar's 
Report into consideration, and ordered the same to be amended as to the following items :— 

No. 1. (a.) For an anchor, to be increased from 50000 to the sum claimed, 658000 ; (b) For a boat, to 
be increased from 40%000 to 603¥C00, considered by the captors as an approximate value; (d.) For brass 
gangway-rods. [Report confirmed. 

Upon item No. 2, for demurrage, the Commissioners differed in opinion: the British Commissioner consi- 
dering that it should be granted upon the tonnage of the vessel, as shown by her papers, viz., 39 tons; the 
Portuguese Commissioner considering that, as recommended by the Registrar, it should be given upon the 
tonnage by British admeasurement, which the Registrar took to be about 110 tons. Recourse was, therefore, had 
to arbitration, and the lot fell upon the Portuguese Arbitrator, to whom the question was referred. 

On the 3rd of February, the captor brought into Court two guns, a roll of maps in a tin case, and a bag of 
flags, which were recognized by the claimant as those mentioned in his claim. The captor explained that these 
articles had been left by an oversight at his agent’s office, to which they had been forwarded for production in 
Court; the Portuguese Commissioner recording his opinion that they should kave been so produced. 

The captor made a statement upon oath (No. 32), and was further examined on special interrogatories 
(No. 33) as to the allegations made by the claimant with respect to the removal of property by the crew of Her 
Majesty's ship “ L-yra;” and the claimant was himself further exainined (No. 34). On the 4th of February 
depositions were also taken on the same subject from his claimant Hussein (No. 35), the piloto Seliman (No. 36), 
the serang Faquir (No. 37), Dr. Speer (No. 38), Pascoe (No. 39), Webber (No. 49), and Anderson (No. 41), of 
Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 

On the Sth of February, Themas Clarke, of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra” (No. 42), was examined, as also 
were Lieutenant de Wahl (No. 44), late acting on board Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and Mr. Vidal (No. 45), 
Mate of that. vessel. Further depositions were also taken from Hussein (No. 46), Faquir (No. 46), and Seliman 
(No. 46), and a letter was put in from the Marshal (No. 43), reporting on the condition of the boxes brought to 
Cape ‘Town by the three last-named witnesses. 

On the 7th of February, the Registrar's Report was proceeded with by the Commissioners and Arbitrator, 
elected by lot, when the item on demurrage was discussed, and the opinions of the Commissioners (Nos. 47 and 
48) were handed to the Arbitrator. 

The ship's manifest and bills of lading were also examined, and compared with the inventory taken at 
Mozambique. 

On the 9th of February, the question of tonnage for demurrage was decided by the opinion (No. 49) of the 
Portuguese Arbitrator (delivered to the Registrar on the 8th), in favour of the Po:tuguese Commissioner's vote 
that the tonnage by British admeasurement should be taken. The British Commissioner again urged in writing 
(No. 50) upon the Portuguese Commissioner arguments in support of his own views, of which the Portuguese 
Commissioner (No. 51) declined to take cognizance, as the point had already been decided. 

The Registrar's Report was then proceeded with. The item (1, ¢) for a coir cable was increased from 
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454000 to 67500, the amount recommended by the Marshal. ‘The item for demurrage was ordered to be 
calculated on the English tonnage of the vessel, by majority of the Court. 

The British Commissioner proposed that the number of days allowed should be from the date of the capture, 
September 6, to the date of sentence, December 28, 1858, 114 days, and two mouths, or 60 days, to allow time for 
notification of the sentence to Mozambique—in all 174 days; and recorded his opinion that this number of days 
should be paid for at 1/. 19s. per diem, being 1s. per ton on 39 tons. 

The Portuguese Commissioner voted to allow demurrage from September 6 to the 15th of May, that being 
the earliest date at which the detained persons could hope to reach Mozambique, in all 252 days, or 138 days 
after sentence ; aud the Portuguese Arbitrator agreeing with him, it was so ordered. 

On the items fur deterioration of cargo, and loss of market, the two Commissioners agreed that, no sums 
having been claimed, nothing could be allowed. 

On the items for loss of cargo, the Commissioners allowed the differences between the manifest and bills of 
lading, and the inventory, amounting in the whole to 8003¥353; but with regard to wax, mendorin, and millet, 
the British Commissioner considered that certain packages which were on the inventory as “ without marks,” 
were probably those missing from the manifest, the marks being obliterated, and proposed that they should be 
deducted from the number allowed for as missing; but the majority of the Commission decided to allow for the 
larger quantity in every instance with regard to mats belonging to the ship's stores, which the Portuguese Commis- 
sioner considered should be allowed. ‘The British Commissioner was of opinion that they had probably been used 
by the crew, for whom they had been shipped; in which view the Portuguese Arbitrator agreeing, the item was 
disallowed. 

With regard to other ships’ stores, the British Commissioner considered that they were all articles which 
would be used up during a voyage, and would be amply covered by the demurrage granted ; but his opinion was 
overruled, and the Registrar was instructed to ascertain their value, and to make further inquiry as to two items 
for beads and “ mungay,” which were not valued either in the claim or on the inventory. 

On the 11th of February, a carpenter uamed Endries was examined as to repairs he had made in Cape Town 
to the boxes of the detained men (No. 52). 

On the same day the Registrar's report was further considered. The Portuguese Commissioner handed in 
an opinion (No. 60) asto the calculation of the tonnage of the “ Esperanga™ by British admeasurement, which he 
proposed that the Registrar should take as a guide, if he were unable to find any book giving the differences 
between the ton Portuguese and the ton English. This was opposed as impracticable by the British Commis- 
sioner (No. 61), and the opinions of the two Commissioners were handed to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 

In the item for beads, 17$500 was allowed as the value of the small case missing, being one-half the value 
given by the inventory to each large case. This was the item for which 900g000 was put down in the original 
claim. In the item “ mungay,” which turned out to be another sort of beads, nothing was allowed, as no value 
appeared on the papers, or had been stated by the claimant. 

The item for the clothes of the passenger Calalchande Ramachande was disallowed, it being admitted by 
Captain Hussein that that person took his property on shore at Mozambique, and that though he said some articles 
were missing he could not specify the articles. 

In the item for ship’s stores, the clothes shipped for the use of the crew were disallowed, as having probably 
been issued to them, and 15$743 was granted by majority of the Court for the other articles. 

On the items for the watch, book, telescope, and wearing apparel, claimed by Captain Hussein, the British 
Commissioner was of opinion that the claim could not be admitted. The Portuguese Commissioner being of 
opinion that the claim should be granted, the two opinions (Nos. 57 and 58) were handed to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 

On the item for a gold ring, lost from the desk of the captain, Hussein, the Registrar’s report, admitting the 
claim for 5g000, was confirmed. 

On the item for money, the British Commissioner was of opinion that the claim for the passengers’ money 
could not be granted. The Portuguese Commissioner was of opinion that the sum claimed should be awarded. 
The opinions (Nos. 64 and €5) of the Commissioners were therefore referred to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 

On the item for a pair of compasses, the Registrar's report allowing the item was confirmed. 

The item for ciothes alleged to have been lost by the pilot and serang, Seliman and Faquire, was allowed 
by decision of the majority of the Commission, the British Commissioner being overruled. 

On the item for copper vessels and pots, the Registrar's report, disallowing the claim, was confirmed. 

The item for clothes alleged to have been lost by the eleven seamen of the “ Esperanga” who were 
landed at Mozambique, was opposed by the British Commissioner ; but was reserved for further inquiry by 
desire of the Portuguese Commissioner. 

At this stage of the proceedings, a letter was put in from the claimants’s proctor, bringing in a claim 
(No. 53) for 281%250 for wages “in addition to demurrage,” for the captain, pilot, and serang, from 
August 2, 1858, to April 2, 1859, and for a cook, shipped at Mozambique, fromm September 18, 1858, to 
April 2, 1859. 

. This claim the British Commissioner (No. 54) objected to receive, both on account of the late period 
in the case at which it was sent in, and because wages were covered by demurrage. 

The Portuguese Commissioner (No. 55) confined his opinion to voting that the claim be taken into 
consideration, and the Portuguese Arbitrator (No. 56) coinciding with him, it was ordered that the claim be 
received and considered ; and the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator further agreeing that the item for 
wages should be allowed, it was ordered accordingly. No note of this latter decision, however, was taken by 
the Registrar, as will hereafter appear. 

On the item for loss of freight, the Registrar’s report disallowing it was confirmed. 

On the items for expenses in Cape Town, of the captain, pilot, and serang, and for the wages of the captain's 
couk, the majority of the Commission decided to allow the sums claimed; the British Commissioner dissenting. 

The date up to which store-rent of cargo at Mozambique should be allowed was fixed, also by majority of 
the Commission, at May 15th, 138 days after sentence ; the British Commissioner dissenting. 

At the request of the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator, it was recorded that the Captain Hussein's 
answers being straightforward, had caused great confidence to be placed in his honesty. 

On the 14th of February the consideration of the Report of the Registrar was resumed. On the items for 
the watch, telescope, book, and wearing apparel, the opinions of the two Commissioners (No. 57 and 58) and of 
the Arbitrator (No. 59) were read, and the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator agreeing that the claim 
should be allowed, it was so ordered. 

Opiuions (Nos. 60, 61, and 62) were also read upon the tonnage for demurrage, and it appeared that the 
Portuguese Arbitrator agreed with the Portuguese Commissioner that the measurement of the ‘ Fate Mabruque” 
in British tons should be taken asa guide by the Registrar in calculating the tonnage of the “ Esperanca”’ by 
British admeasurement. 
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The Registrar then presented a letter (No. 63) to the Mixed Commission, stating that he had been unable 
to procure any Tables showing the difference between English and Portuguese tons; that in each of four cases 
which he quoted, the measurements of the vessels in Portuguese and English tons gave a different result, some 
being higher and some lower ; and that he was, therefore, unable to calculate the tonnage of the “ EsperanZa” by 
that of the “Fatte Mabruque,” as directed by the majority of the Court. 

The Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator therefore consented that the tonnage of the “ Esperanta” 
should be taken from her papers, viz., 39 tons. This decision reduced the amount to which tie captor was 
liable for demurrage from 1,260/. to something under 500/. , 

On the item for money said to be missing, the opinion of the Commissioners (Nos. 64, 65) and Arbitrator 
(No. 66) were also read, and the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator agreeing, the sum claimed was allowed, 
less the barinhas of gold lodged in Court. 

Copies of these opinions being sent with this Report, it is unnecessary to remark upon them here, further 
than to point out that the opinion of the British Commissioner was drawn up on the 11th of February, the day 
on which the question came before the Commission, while that of the Portuguese Commissic ner bears date on 
the 8th, and treats of many other points besides that of the passengers’ money, which was the question 
submitted to the Arbitrator, and that the Portuguese Arbitrator follows his colleague iuto the discussion of these 

ints. 
” It appearing from a letter from the claimant's Proctor, that an opportunity offered for the departure of the 
detained persons about the 20th of February, the British Commissioner proposed that a reduction of fifteen days 
in the number allowed for demurrage shoul be made ; and the Portuguese Arbitrator agreeing with him, the date 
to which demurrage was to be charged was fixed at the Ist instead of the 15th of May, the Portuguese 
Commissioner being overruled. 

By this letter (No. 67) the Proctor withdrew the claim for the clothes alleged to have been lost by the 
eleven seamen landed at Mozambique, 16047000. 

By another letter the Proctor (No. 68) also petitioned to be allowed to claim for store-rent, no sum named, for 
freights 46047000, and for deterioration of cargo 1444700. The item for store-rent had been already settled, 
and that for freight had been refused. 

On the item for deterioration of cargo, the Portuguese Commissioner was of opinion that nothing should be 
given; but the British Commissioner considered that it was not a new claim, but one which had been left blank 
until a calculation conld be made, which was now furnished, and there being no doubt but that rice and grain 
would suffer materially during its detention in store, he was of opinion that the sum claimed should be granted. 
The Portuguese Arbitrator concurring in this view, the item was allowed, the Portuguese Commissioner being 
overruled. 

The Registrar's Report, amended according to the decisions of the Commission above recorded, was 
communicated in copy to both parties to the suit (No. 69). 

On the 16th of February, the Proctor for the claimant addressed a letter (No. 70) dated the 17th, to the 
Registrar, claiming the sum of 2,1254¥000, as special damages arising to the vessel by her long detention at 
Mozambique, and requesting that the claims for freight and loss of market might be allowed. 

The British Commissioner objected to receive any fresh claim at this stage of the proceedings, as the 
Registrar’s Report was already in the hands of both parties; but his objection was overruled by the Portuguese 
Commissioner and Arbitrator, who decided to allow the sum of “250J., being half the value of the ‘ Flor de 
Mogambique’” (equal, at the present rate of exchange, to 1,2254¥000) ; and the Registrar was directed to add 
this item to his Report, and to notify the same to the two parties (Nos. 71 and 72). The item for freight, which 
had been disallowed, was not altered. . 

On the 17th of February the Court sat to hear the objections of both parties to the Report. A question was 
raised by the Portuguese Arbitrator as to whether any alteration could be made in items settled by arbitration ; but 
the Commissioners being of opinion that both parties should be heard, a paper containing the captor’s objections to 
several items was read (No. 73). By this, as it appeared to the British Commissioner, no fresh information was 
offered, except with regard to the cable, which, it was now shown, was only partially damaged, and he therefore 
proposed that something less than the full value of a new cable should be awarded. To this the Portuguese 
Commissioner did not agree, and the question was referred to the Portuguese Arbitrator, who coincided with his 
colleague, and the item therefore remained unaltered. 

The Portuguese Arbitrator took occasion to record his opinion (No. 74) that the decisions already come to 
by the Mixed Commission upon the items of the claim, and principally those which had been the result of arbitra- 
tion, were final, and could not be altered. 

On the item for demurrage, the Portuguese Commissioner stated that the vessel by which it had been 
proposed to send the detained men to Mozambique was not to sail so soon as had been expected, and roposed 
that the date to which demurrage was to be paid should be altered back to the 15th of May, instead of the Ist. 
To this the British Commissioner offered no objection, having already stated his dissent from giving demurrage 
beyond the Ist of March. 

The Court then adjourned until the 19th of February, when the Decree (No. 76) was formally pronounced, 
by which captor was adjudged to pay to the claimant the sum of 6,1474/812, and the costs of adjudication, 
341. 14s. 10d. 

In giving Judgment, the British Commissioner stated his opinion (No. 75) that the charges brought by the 
claimant against the captor had not been substantiated ; and notified his dissent from the award in respect to the 
following items, namely: 1. For special damages ; 2. For demurrage; 3. For some of the items of cargo; 4. For 
the money, clothes, and personal property ; 5. For the right of the captain to represent the passengers in matters 
not relating to the cargo; and 6. As to wages and subsistence in addition to demurrage. 

The Portuguese Commissioner read his opinion dated the 8th of February (No. 65), and the Portuguese 
Arbitrator his opinion dated the 11th of February (No. 66), which were delivered on the question of the passengers’ 
money, but which, as before observed, treated of many other points of the case, and may be taken to contain their 
summing-up of the evidence filed. 

The award, being a certified extract of the Decree recorded, under seal of the Court, was then handed to the 
claimant’s proctor (No. 76). 

On the 28rd of February, when the Minutes were being read over for confirmation, it was observed that the 
allowance of the item for wages had been omitted, accidentally, from the Minutes, and that, consequently, the 
item had not appeared in the Registrar's amended Report, or in the Decree ; and a discussion arose as to the 
possibility of remedying this omission, by which the claimant was deprived of the amount which it was the intention 
of the majority of the Rent to have allowed ; and the Minute was ordered to be amended. 

On the 28th of February the Portuguese Commissioner proposed that a further award should be made, which 
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the British Commissioner considered was not.in the power of the Mixed Commission to do, as the Court had 
pronounced its Decree; and he recommended that the matter should be reported to Her Majesty’s Government, 
who alone, he considered, could rectify the mistake, for which, in his opinion, the proctor for the claimant was 
responsible. In this the British Arbitrator fully concurred; but the decision rested with the Portuguese Arbi- 
trator, who coincided in opinion with the Portuguese Commissioner, and the Registrar was thereupon directed to 
enter on the Minutes a Decree ordering the es to pay to the claimant a further sum of 281.250. 

Here the matter rested until the 14th of March, when, at a meeting of the Mixed Commission, a draft award 
was read, into the discussion of which the British Commissioner declined to enter, beyond expressing his 
opinion that any award, however framed, would be invalid; and ultimately the Registrar was ordered by the 
Portuguese Commissioner to draw up an award for this item, in the exact form of the award already made in 
this case, the British Commissioner and Arbitrator notifying that they should record their protest against the 
validity of any such award. 

On the 18th of Marck, accordingly, an award (No. 77) was entered on the Minute-book, having first 
received the approval of the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator, and an extract of the same, certified 
under the seal of the Court, was handed to the Portuguese Commissioner, as the Decree required. By this 
gentleman it was transmitted to the claimant's Proctor. g 

Against this entry on the records of the Mixed Commission, the British Commissioner has protested (No. 78), 
on the grounds that it is incorrect in the statements therein set forth, that the award has been made not in open 
Court, after final sentence has been pronounced, without application from the claimant or his legal represen- 
tative, in the absence of the party against whom the award is made, and without the latter having had the 
opportunity of being heard thereupon. For which reasons the British Commissioner notified that he should report 
his dissent to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, and submit his opinion that no such document could be 
considered as valid against the captors; an opinion in which the British Arbitrator concurred. 

: (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
Cape Town, March 21, 1859. FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 94. 
Evidence in the case of the Portuguese schooner *‘ Esperanga.” 


In the Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

APPEARED personally the said Mamad Ally Ussene, and made oath :-- 

That immediately after the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra” boarded and examined the 
said schooner “ Experanga,” he removed this deponent, together with the passengers, servants, and crew, with 
the exception of four seamen, from the said schooner, and took them all on board the said ship “ Lyra.” 

That on the following day the cable of the said schooner—which had been previously anchored off Angoxa— 
was cut in the middle by some of the seamen of the said ship “ Lyra; and the said schooner was afterwards 
taken in tow by the said ship. 

And this deponent further saith, that he values the said cable at the sum of 80 Spanish dollars. 

That after the said cable had been cut, and the vessel taken in tow as aforesaid, some other seamen belong- 
ing to the said ship “ Lyra” went on board the said schooner, and this deponent was soon afterwards informed 
by some of his own men, that the said seamen were trying to break open the boxes, chests, and portions of the 
eargo on board the said schooner. That this deponent thereupon complained to one of the officers of the “ Lyra” 
of the proceedings of the said seamen, when the said officer asked this deponent whether he and the several 
passengers had an account of all that belonged to them on board. To which this d2ponent replied, that he had an 
account of the cargo, but rot of the seamen’s and passengers’ boxes. Whereupon the said officer told this deponent 
that he need not be afraid, that nothing should be broken. 

That on the following day thereafter the said Commander ordered the said four men belonging to the 
“ Esperanca,” who were left on board the said schooner as aforesaid, to be removed therefrom, and taken on 
board the“ Lyra.” That after this had been done, the crew of the said ship ‘‘ Lyra” took possession of and carried 
away from the said schooner whatever they could conveniently lay their hands on. And in particular this deponent 
himself observed at the said time three of the said seamen of the “ Lyra’ came on board the said ship, one 
with a gun, another with a bag of money, and another with a chart, all of which had been taken by them from 
the said schooner. 

That this deponent afterwards saw some of the officers of the said ship go on board the said schooner, and 
afterwards return from her with a quantity of money, which deponent saw them counting out in the cabin, together 
with that taken by the said seamen. 

And this deponent further saith, that the specie or money removed from the said schooner by the captors 
consisted of the following sums, that is, 200 Spanish dollars, which belonged to this deponent ; 700 Spanish dollars, 
which belonged to Daca Lacman, Calalchande Ramachande, and Bava Ismail, passengers on board the said schooner 
at the time of her seizure; 150 Spanish dollars, which belonged to the pilot; and 60 dollars, which belonged to 
the boatswain of the said schooner. 

And this deponent further saith, that several trips were subsequently made to and fro from the said schooner 
by some of the boats and a number of the crew of the said ship “Lyra.” And this deponent saw, on the return 
of the said boats, many things brought on board the said ship from the said schooner, the whole of which 
deponent cannot now enumerate ; but he saith that besides the gun, chart, and money hereinbefore mentioned, there 
were removed from the said schooner by the captors, previous to the time when the inventory of her cargo was 
made at Mozambique, the following articles, viz. :—Oue case of beads, of the value of 900 dollars; one package 
of wax, of the value of 60 dollars; ‘nine elephants’ tusks, of the value of 130 dollars; six bags of rice, of the 
value of 30 dollars; eight bags of sesame seed, destroyed by the captors, of the value of 25 dollars; anda 
telescope, which he values at 15 dollars. 

And deponent further saith, that subsequently the broken and empty cases hereinbefore referred to were 
returned by the captors to the several persons to whom they belonged. 

And this deponent further saith. that there were also removed from the said schooner a bag of flags, which he 
values at 30 dollars ; a silver watch, which he values at 25 dollars; three charts belonging to the pilot, which he 
values at 30 dollars; a book by Norrie, which he values at 5 dollars; certain wearing apparel belonging to this 
deponent, which he values at 15 dollars, and a gold ring, which he values at 5 dollars; a small cannon, which he 
si at 40 dollars ; and the cooking utensils which were used on board the said schooner, made of copper, and 
which he values at 20 dollars. » 
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And this deponent further saith, that whilst the said schooner was lying off Johanna, where she was taken 
by the captors after ber seizure, under the charge and control of the said captors, an anchor belonging to the said 
schooner was lost, which this deponent values at the sum of 65 dollars. And whilst the said schooner was lying at 
Mozambique, a launch-boat belonging to her was lost whilst under the charge and control of the captors, which 


boat this deponent values at 100 dollars. 
(Signed by the Master) MAMAD ALLY USSENE. 


On the 6th day of January, 1859, the within-named Mamad Ally Ussene was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) A. Duprat, Commissioner. 


In the Court of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 
Portuguese schooner or veszel called the ‘ Esperanga,” Mamad Ally Ussene, Master. 


Specified claim, for amount due to the master and owners of the said vessel and cargo, and to the passengers 
who were on board at the time of seizure :— 
Spanish Dollars. 

Costs of suit . 
An anchor, lost at Johanna after the vessel ¥ was seized, and whilst she was in the hands of the 

captors .. 65 
A launch boat, lost by the captors at Mozambique, the same “having ‘been taken from the 

“ Esperanga,” and which, after having been used by the captors, was anchored by them, 

and subsequently swamped, and lost whilst i in their charge . 100 
A new coir cable, with which the “ Esperanca’ * was anchored off Angoxa, and which was cut 

in the middle by the captors, in consequence of their being unable at the time to get ie 


the anchor oi : 80 
2 brass rods for the gangway, removed from ‘the vessel by the captors a va a 20 
A bag of flags, removed from the “ Esperanga” é sx ik +. 30 
A silver watch, removed from the vessel by the captors =e = ie oe 25 
3 charts, taken from the pilot =... oe ss <i = oe oe 30 
1 book, by Norrie, taken from the master =i 3% ae 5 
Wearing apparel, removed from the vessel, belonging to the master i oe + 25 
A gold ring .. oe 5 
Specie or money, removed from the vessel, belonging to the following persons : —_ 

The master oe sie ae 200 

Daga Lacman, Ciluchands Ramachande, and Bava Tiel - ts 700 

Pilot .. a a oe ve ee es ae ee 150 

Boatswain ow we se is oe a 60 
A pair of compasses, taken from the pilot .. oe oi < oe 1 


The following articles removed from the “ Esperanga” by the captors, before the inventory 
was made at Mozambique, viz. :— 


1 case beads .. we we a si e® sha ee 900 

1 package wax én Pe ‘ts os es se ‘i 60 

9 elephant’s teeth a oe *e oe a wie oe 130 

6 bags rice .. j 30 
8 bags sesame-seed, from which oil is extracted, destroyed by the seamen of the 

“Lyra” ee 25 

1 teenie, Femoved from the “ Esper ‘anga”’ €s _ sis wa 40 

Telescope. as st F a 15 

Wearing apparel belonging to Faquier, the boatswain ... ea “ o ay 20 

Ditto, belonging to Selimane - 15 
Captain’s expenses in Cape ‘Town, from time of arrival, say Ist December till the probable 

date of his departure, including expenses previously incurred os 100 

Expenses of cook, 3} months, from 15th September, 1858, at 10 dollars | per month 35 
Expenses of Selimanc i in Cape Town, from the time of his arrival, viz., 1st December, till the 

probable date of his departure os oe ee oe ee «* 50 

Ditte ditto, ditto, Faquier . 50 
Passage money to Mossrabique ‘fi for 4 persons, at 50 dollars each, viz., the master, pilot, 

boatswain, and the cook, brought by them to Cape Town .. - oe ve 200 

Claim of 11 seamen for clothes taken from them, at 15 dollars each . ag és 165 

Copper cooking utensils, removed from the vessel by the seamen of the “ Lyra” ; 20 
Demurrage, from 6th September. 1858, to the i889, date at which the vessel and cargo may 

be taken over by the owners, say Ist April, 1859, 236 bia at 25 dollars per day we 5,900 
Store rent for the cargo left at Mozambique $5 “s 
Loss of freight ‘ a0 a ve oe 9% ee 

Deterioration of cargo ‘and loss of market .. es ve os oe . 


(No. 27.) 


To their Honours the Commissioners of the Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 


The Memorial of Mamad Aly Hussein, claimant ia the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” 


Sheweth, 
That your memorialist has reason to believe that the items which appear under the head of “articles 
removed from the ‘ Asperanca’ by the captors before the inventory was made at Mozambique,” in the specified 
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claim of memorialist, do not include all the articles mentioned in the manifest and cockets, which were not forth- 
coming when the said inventory was made, and which consequently do not figure therein; and your memorialist 
also conceives that though the difficulty of interpreting correctly from the Moorish language, first into Dutch, 
and afterwards into English, inaccuracies may exist in some of the said items. 

Your memorialist, therefore, prays that your Honours will be pleased to allow him to claim, instead of the 
items aforesaid, the value of all nisles specified in tne ship’s manifest and cockets which are not entered on the 
inventory ; the difference between these documents being, as your memorialist humbly submits, that for which he 
is fairly entitled to claim and receive value. Your memorialist further prays that your Honours may be pleased to 
cause the said documents to be examined and compared, in order that such difference may be ascertained; your 
memorialist being willing to give his evidence on any point connected with the said claim upon which your 
Honours may desire further proof or explanation. 

Your memorialist, however, desires it may be understood that in submitting the above claim to your Honours, 
he does not desire to alter or disturb any other part of the said specified claim, which he prays you will allow to 
remain as it now stands. 

Cape Town, Janutry 29, 1859. 

(Signed) MAMAD ALY AUSSEIN. 


(No. 28.) 
Statement of the Master of the “ Esperanca” in explanation of his Claims. 


The ‘ Esperanga”’ was boarded by the English on the 6th of September. A lieutenant, and some men 
who were in his boat, first came on board. They soon returned to the “ Lyra.” 

Captain Oldfield and the lieutenant afterwards came on board and searched the “ Esperan$a.” After this a 
man belonging to the “ Lyra” (the fiddler) informed the master of the “ Esperan%a ” that he and his people must 
consider themselves prisoners, and the master was afterwards taken on board the ** Lyra.” 

The English lieutenant remained on board the “ Esperan$a,” and made a tack in order to bring the 
“ Esperanza” near the * Lyra,” where she was afterwards anchored. After this the lieutenant returned to the 
“ Lyra,” taking with him all the passengers, servants, and crew, with the exception of four of the men of the 
es Eperestia, and leaving on board some Englishmen. 

On the second day the “ Lyra” went to take the ‘* Esperan*a" in tow to the anchorage, where the ‘** Lyra” 
was first; but the Englishmen who were on board the * Esperan$a” cut the cable, and fastening the remaining 
part of it to a buoy, left it with the anchor. . 

On the third day the four men of the “ Esperan$a" who were left on board, called in a loud voice to the 
master, and informed him that the Englishmen were breaking the cases and attempting to go into the hold to 
plunder. 

The master of the “ Esperan$a ” informed the English lieutenant of this ; and the latter repiied that he had 
nothing to fear, as he would not lose anything. By this time Captain Oldfield arrived from the shore (Angoxa), 
and the master of the “ Esperan$a” informed him also of the above circumstance, and his answer was to the 
same effect as that of the fientecsnk: Then Captain Oldfield ordered the four men of the “ EsperanSa” to be 
brought on board the “ Lyra,” leaving the Englishmen only on board the ‘‘ Esperanga.” 

Every day the Knglish people were going to and returning from one of the vessels to the other; and the 
master of the “ Esperan%a” and his men observed that the Englishmen on their return from the “ EsperanZa,” 
almost always brought things with them from the schooner to the ‘¢ Lyra ;” amongst other things, a bag, a musket, 
anda map. The said bag was one that was empty in the cabin of the “ Esperan$a,” and which the Englishmen 
had, as it appears, filled with various articles ; but as the bag was tied up when it was brought on board, neither 
the master nor his men could ascertain what articles it contained. They believe, however, that it was heavy, 
because they saw the people whu brought it held it with difficulty. When this bag was brought on board the 
“Lyra” it was carried into the cabin, and the master of the ‘‘ Esperanga” had no opportunity of seeing it opened. 
After this Captain Oldfield, the purser. and the surgeon (the master of the “ Esperan2a” believing the two latter 
gentlemen to be the purser and surgeon, although he is not certain as to their rank), went to the “ Esperanga,” 
and on their return to the “ Lyra” they went into the cabin; and the master of the “ EsperanSa,” and his men, 
who were then walking on deck, looked through the skylight, which was open, and saw Captain Oldfield and the 
other officers counting money upon the table; the coins ‘i barrinhas of gold, sovereigns, dollars, and quarter- 
dollars, &c. ; but they, the master of the ‘* Esperan%a ” and his men, were unable to ascertain the total amount of 
those coins, because they could only look down to the cabin as they passed in walking from one end to the other. 
it apveared, however, to the master of the Esperan®a” and his men that all these coins must belong to their 
vessel, because they were certain the barrinhas belonged to it, and they thought it very unlikely that the officers 
who were counting them would mix up other money with that of the “ Esperanga ;” they were certain, also, that 
there were sovereigns, dollars, and other coins in the “ Esperan$a” before she was taken. ; 

The following is,the amount which the master of the “ EsperanZa" knows to have been on board his vessel, 
and which belonged to the following persons :— . 


Bava Ismail oe ae ec ae = Sa ee 857 
Calachande Ramachande .. <a es ee ° o« 282 
Daca Lacman .. - ie 53 oe we -» 161 
The master ¥ $4 ae a aca és .. 200 
The pilot ei ee aa a sis i .» 150 
The serang Pe os ae or % aw -» 60 


The master, the pilot, and boatswain of the ‘« Zsperan$a” know that the above amount was on board ; because 
when the passengers came on board they called the master to the cabin, and requested him to call the pilot and 
boatswain, and in the presence of these three the passengers counted out their money, which consisted of barrinhas, 
sovereigns, notes (*cedulas”), dollars, &., and declared that having proved to them that they had each so much 
money, they considered the master and officers responsible for its being again found on board when pox, Bea 
their destination. The passengers, after this, kept the money in their own boxes. As regards the money jonging 
to the master and the two officers they knew exactly what belonged to each of them; the two latter having ha 
some small partnership transactions in the way of buying and selling, they thus knew the business of each other, 
and had frequently shown their little treasnres to each other, which was kept in their boxes. 
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Having proved the existence of the money on board the “ Esperan3a,” it is only necessary now to show that 
it was not taken by the people of the “ Eeperan%a,” or by the passengers or servants. 

This is easily proved, because every man belonging to the “ EeperanZa” was searched, and every box 
belonging to these men also, on board the ** Lyra,” and the money was not found, as well as some other articles, 
and several things were broken inside the boxes. After they were searched, the boxes were returned to the owners. 

Nobody belonging to the “ Esperanta” has dared to complain respecting the acts of the crew of the “ Lyra” 
above referred to, because they were afraid of exciting the revenge of those who were for the time their masters, 
and who without reason and justice captured them ; and besides, the people of the “ Esperan$a " were aware of the 
strange answers of the English officer and of Captain Oldfield himself, when, as already explained, the master of 
the “ Esperan$a” told them that the four men of the “ EsperanSa" who had first been left on board had called 
out that the Englishmen were breaking the boxes open, and trying to get into the hold to plunder, and, moreover, 
that the said four men were shortly afterwards taken out of the “Esperanza,” and brought to the “ Lyra.” 

The master of the “ Esperan2a" claims, besides the money, the articles mentioned, and referred to in his 
specified clain and memorial. The watch referred to in the former document was for the use of the vessel, and 
was kept on board in the pan proper fcr it. The same observations apply to the telescope. ‘The gold ring 
claimed by the master was kept in his desk, which was taken into Captain Olifield's own cabin. The two maps 
or charts were taken by a boy belonging to the “ Lyra,” when the pilot to whom they belonged was engaged in 
looking after his box at the time they were landing the ivory. The pilot requested the boy to return the maps, 
but he refused to do so. 

Besides the articles claimed, the master of the ‘ E'speranSa" wishes to inform the Court that many other 
articles were lost or destrcyed, such as teapots, cups and saucers, glasses, tumblers, decanters, china, kettles, 
saucepans, frying-pans, candlesticks, flasks, porringers, and other things of copper, glass, china, iron, and 
earthenware, which were worth not less than 25 dollars. These things are never entered in any document, and 
the cook and steward only knew correctly about them. The loss of the anchor took place in the following 
manner, The anchor upon which the buoy was left was picked up by a boat of the “ Lyra,” and delivered to the 
Englishmen who were on board the “ EsperanSa.” The “Lyra” then went to Mozambique, and the 
“ EsperanSa” went round Madagascar to Johanna, where she was anchored, and the anchor’ was lost 
in consequence of the cable being much damaged after it had been cut, off Anzoxa, as before-mentioned. 

When the “ Esperan$a” sailed for Johanva, Captain Oldfield went from the “Lyra” into the schooner 
with the serang and another man of the “ Esperan®a,” and the * Lyra,” as already mentioned, went to Mozam- 
bique, having on board the master of the “ Esperanza,” the passengers, servants, and crew, with the exception of 
those above-mentioned. The “ Lyra” also took the boat of the “ EsperanZa” to Mozambique, where it was lost 
whilst in the captor’s hands, 

From Mozambique the “ Lyra" went to Quillimane and many other places before she arrived at Johanna. 
When she arrived there the master of the “ Esperana” and the pilot were sent to the schooner which was 
manned by Englizh sailors. The “ Esperan$a” remained at Johanna, and the “ Lyra” went again to Mozam- 
bique and returned to Johanna, when she took the ‘* Esperan$a " in tow, and took her to Mozambique, where she 
was left. An inventory was made there, and the master, the pilot, and the serang, were afterwards brought to the 
Cape in the Lyra.” 

(Signed by the Master) MAMAD ALY USSENE. 


On this Ist day of February, 1859, this statement was translated to Ussene, through Smuts and Celam, and 
was sworn to and signed by Hussein. 


(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprart. 


(No. 29.) 


Evidence of Captain Oldfield, who, being sworn and examined on special interrogatories put by the Court, 
answered :—That he was present when the money was found on board the ‘* EsperanZa ;" that it was found in 
the aft part of the ship, under the poop, in a cabin, which he would have taken to be the captain’s, had he not seen 
him in another bunk when he boarded the ship; that the money was contained in a cotton or linen bag—the same 
bag, to the best of his belief, which was produced in Court. Mr. Speers, to the best of his belief, was the officer 
who discovered the money. He was at the time very near Mr. Speers. Is confident the boxes were not forced ; 
that the large ones were almost all, if not all, locked, and were never opened except by the captain or the cwners 
thereof, never by any of the ‘ Lyra’s” men; that none of the boxes were broken up to the time of their being 
taken by the owners at Mozambique and Simon’s Town. ‘That this evidence is not given on the report of officers, 
but by his own observation. That he received the money from the doctor immediately on its discovery ; but 
whether he afterwards gave it into the doctor's charge for transmission to the “ I.yra” he is not sure. ‘The money 
was handed to the paymaster on his arrival on board the “ Lyra.” That he understands a little Portuguese from 
having at one time spoken Spanish. On the paymaster receiving the money, by his orders Mr. Spong counted it 
out on the ward-room table. That the contents of the bag were bars of yellow metal, and one or two silver coins, 
he believes, a rupee; there were no dollars, or coins of any other description; no notes. On the money being 
counted, it was returned to the bag, and sealed by himself, a small piece of paper being inside the bag and attached 
to the seal, so as to preclude the possibility of the bag being opened. ‘The hag was then put in the public money 
chest, and was by him delivered into Court in the same state as when seen by him put into the money chest by the 

aster. That no money was taken from any other person or place on board. it search was made for more 
in the ship and the boxes, and believes the persons, but is not sure ; but is sure the persons of the captain and the 
passenger Ismail Bava were excepted. That the boxes of the men brought on board the “ Lyra” were searched 
on board the “Lyra ;” that the boxes of the men left on board were searched on board. That the three officers 
who superintended the search were the master, Mr. Shacklock, Mr, Spong, and Dr, Speers. The owners of the 
boxes were present, and lifted and removed their own things, and locked and unlocked the boxes at the desire of 
the inspecting officers, their own captain being present. That in the captain’s desk were found two or three bank 
notes, which he saw in the'desk when he returned it to the captain on the 10th or | 1th of September off Angoxa, 
with all papers and documents which he considered private, and not connected with the cargo or the case. “That 
the desk was not locked when he received it from the captain. That on returning the desk and papers to 
the captain, he read to him’a list of the papers which he had retained, which list is on one of the certificates 
farn' to the Court. He asked the captain, through the interpreter, if he missed any papers, or other property. 

) The captain stated he had lost a diamond ring out of his desk, but nothing else. Is positive the captain told 
&, ; 
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him a diamond ring. He said the desk had not been out of his cabin since the seizure, September 6, and thought 
the loss an improbable one ; but as his cabin was not locked during his absence up the river, he cannot be certain 
that the ring had not been lost since the seizure. That he made inquiries about the ring, but could gain no 
information. That the captain said nothing about a watch at that time—that he can speak positively on that point. 
That the only reason why it did not occur to him to put a seal on the desk was, that it was in his own cabin, a 
place never entered except by people on duty, or by his own private servant, and never having lost any mone 
out of unlocked drawers. the morning of the 3rd of mber, he thinks, when Captain Hussein too! 
his departure from the “ Lyra,” he asked, through the interpreter, if the captain had lost any private or public 
property while either his person or vessel had been in his (Captain Oldfield’s) keeping. The captain said, No. He 
desired that the serang and mate should be asked by him if they had lost any private property, and if they 
had any complaint to make of ill-treatment at his hands, or those of his officers or crew. They all answered, No. 
He then desired him to express his regret to the serang that he had suffered from skin disease, which, for want of 
fresh food, had not been alleviated. He again asked the captain if he had lost any private or public property 
since his seizure on the 6th of September. The captain replied, No, I have lost nothing. No mention was then 
made of the ring or the watch, and he thanked witness for his kind treatment. He told the captain he hoped he 
thought well of what he was saying, as he might be asked the same question in Court, and that, if necessary, his 
statement would be reported to the Commissioners. That, thinking that evidence on this point might afterwards be 
required, he had present at his interview Lieutenant De Wahl, ‘The interpreter on this occasion was a seaman 
named Pascoe, who speaks some Eastern tongue, which the captain seemed to understand better than Coelho’s Portu- 
guese, and Pascoe is a more intelligent man. That at the time of seizure, he saw three charts, one of which was 
taken by him on board the “ Lyra.” That the charts were of Africa, including the Mozambique Channel, That 
he took one thinking it was the property of the ship or captain. That it was brought by him to Cape Town for 
producing in this Court, where he believes it was produced, together with one other taken at Mozambique, by his 
orders, for the same purpose. ‘That no chart was taken by a boy he is positive, as no boy was in any way connected 
with the Joint Commission appointed by the Governor-General and himself to take over the cargo. He also saw 
two muskets, which, with the chart and flage, if not produced, are at present in the agent's or proctor's office. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander. 


This deposition having been read over by Commander Oldfield, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 
his signature thereto. 


(Signed) W. T. Smitu, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, February 1, 1859. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo, Frere. 
A. Duprart. 
(No. 30.) 


Evidence of Hussein (Ussene), who, being examined through Smuts and Kalam, answered :—That the men 
who called out from the “ Esperanza” on the second day were the seamen of the “ EsxperanZa ,;” that they are 
all at Mozambique. That the three, including himself, who heard the call, are here. That he cannot say 
distinctly what the things were he saw brought from the “ EsperanZa” besides the gun, map, and a bag. That 
he does not know on what day the bag was brought : two or three days after capture. That a package of wax is 
missing. That it was a cake, wrapped in canvas. That he cannot say as to how it was lost, but when the cargo 
was landed at Mozambique it was missing, 

(Is told that there were landed at Mozambique sixteen arrobas more wax than on the manifest.) 

Explains :—That when they put it on the manifest, the cargo is stated in arrobas ; but, when put on board, it 
is by package, but he does not know the weight. That the names are generally put on the bags, and that a bag is 
missing. That the bag, he believes, is Ramachande’s. ‘That the agent for Ramachande told him himself. That 
when they landed the cargo the goods were sorted, and the clerk of Ramachande, who was present, said his 
master’s package was missing. That the clerk was present when the official inventory was made. 

Told that on the manifest of Ramachande no wax appears.) 

hat the clerk to Ramachande told him that one package of wax was lost, but did not say it was Ramachande’s. 
That the goods were given by him to the party who presents the bill of lading. That he saw, at Johanna, three 
teeth thrown from the “ Esperan$a” into the “ Lyra,” and threw one back. That he did not see the man who 
threw the teeth, but when he came back to that part of the deck he saw the teeth lying there, and threw one of 
them back. That they were elephants’ tusks, about 121bs. each in weight. That when he threw the tooth back 
every one saw him. The two men who are now here saw him. That some of the “ Lyra’s” people saw him. 
That the other two teeth were thrown below, in the “Lyra.” That, when he threw the one tooth into the 
“ EsperanSa,” the vessels were close together. That he does not know the men of the “ Lyra” who threw the 
teeth below. That he was forward, busy with his trunk, and saw the men throw the teeth below. 

(Asked if he knows why his vessel, instead of being sent to Mozambique, was sent to Johanna.) 

Only knows that Captain Oldfield told him that his vessel was to go to Johanna. That, as to the one tooth 
at Mozambique, he does not know whether it was brought on board the man-of-war, or where it was brought, 
That it was put in the boat of the man-of-war in which they were taken from the “ Esperanga. That he knows 
it because he saw it. That they were unloading on both sides. That the two mer who are here saw it. That 
the cargo was being unloaded and taken to the jetty. That the boat which had the one tooth went with the other 
boat to the jetty. That he does not know whether there was an English officer in the boat. Thinks the one 
tooth was stolen because they were missing when the teeth were sorted. That he knows the mark on one tooth 
was not found. That everything must be on the manifest ; all the cargo. ; 

Is told that there are more teeth landed, and more weight, as per inventory, than appears on the manifest.) 
xplains :—‘T'hat two teeth which are not on the manifest are shown in a paper. 
Is told that by his bills of lading, also; there are less than on the inventory.) 7 

tes that his own tecth are on the manifest. Shows, as the mark of the tooth he missed, AC. 

That he did not see the box of beads broken open. That the serang saw it. That he did not see the 
“ gergelim” destroyed, but the man to whom it belonged said it was missing. That “mugo” is a sort of bean. 
That the box was on board for consumption. ai 

(To the captor.)—That when the cargo was landed at Mozambique from the “ ar apie " he was in the 
6 we and off and on the jetty at the custom-house. When he saw tlie one tooth taken, he ™ on board 

Lass A. 
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the “ Esperanga.” That he does not know the day. He was on board the “ Esperanga,’’ and then went ashore, 
by beg of Captain Oldfield, for four hours, and then went back to the “ Esperanga,” and then the cargo was 
landed. 

While the cargo was being landed he remained in the “ Esperanga.” After it was landed they sent for him, 
and he went on shore. He slept on shore two nights before he left Mozambique in the “ Lyra.” He cannot say 
for certain which of the “ Lyra’s” men put his ivory into the boat. There was an officer attending to the discharge 
of the cargo. The cargo went ashore in boats provided by the Governor-General, and not in the “ Lyra’s” 
boats, but one tooth was put in the “Lyra’s” boat. No one asked him if anything was missing: he was a 
prisoner in the hands of the captain, and did not complain, and said nothing. When he asked leave it was to see 
his house, and not to look after the cargo. That he was at the Custom-house two or three mornings to look 
after the cargo; that he was sent for by the captain of the port. He could not see who threw the teeth at 
Johanna, because he was forward busy with his chest; that he only saw the teeth on the deck, He was putting 
his chest to rights because Captain Oldfield had said that he wished to part the vessels, and he wanted to put his 
chest in the * Esperanga.” His chest was not on the forecastle, but in the after-part of the ship. He was 
kindly treated by the captor. He was not asked if he had lost anything when the vessel was taken, and every- 
thing broken. At Simon's Bay he was asked, and said everything was right, because the chest he had brought 
from Mozambique was right. He had not lost anything between Mozambique and Simon’s Bay, At Johanna he 
was asked if he had lost anything. The captain said, Look at the cargo and your things ; and he looked, and every- 
thing was in confusion. This was at Johanna, when the “Lyra” came first. Between the time the captain went 
to Mozambique and returned no one touched the cargo; it was shut. A mate and four men were left on board 
the vessel, and nothing could be touched; but two bags of rice were taken out for provisions by the English and 
Portuguese together. ‘The hold had been sealed, but people walking over had broken the seal. When they went 
for the rice it was open. ‘The pilot was present, the same who remained at Johanna. That he was well treated 
by the officers and men in charge. No one ill-treated him or his men; they were well treated. 

(For the claimant.)—He was not present when the boxes were searched, he was on board the steamer. All 
belonging to the “ Esperanga” were on board the man-of-war. When the boxes were brought on board the 
Lyra” they were all loose, some behind, some in front, some the hinges, some the locks. 

On board the “ Lyra” he was present when the boxes were examined. They looked at the things and then 
returned them ; some had locks, some none. He saw the three officers examine the boxes. He could not see 
whether they were opened with the keys. Some of the boxes were broken, and some were opened with the keys. 

When he left the “ Esperanga” to go to the “ Lyra” all the boxes were locked. The captors did not ask 
for the keys. He does not know how the boxes were opened. He was on board the “ Lyra.” His men called out 
to him that the boxes were being broken before they were brought on board the “ Lyra.’ 

(To captor.)—He knows that every box was locked, because every one has his own key and lock. What 
question is this the captain puts to me ? When the sailors and the passengers were on board the “ Lyra,” they 
told him they had locked their chests. ‘That his men were taken from the “ Esperanga” the same day, 
except four ; shies four remained on board two or three days, he cannot say for certain. After the “ Hsperanpa” 
was made fast to the “ Lyra,” in two or three days the four men were taken off. 

That he recognizes the two guns produced in Court as those he claims. When he was captured, the sailors 
brought them to the “ Lyra,” and the flags and the map. 

(Signed by Hussein.) 


This deposition having been read over to Hussein, through Smuts and Kalam, he declared the same to be 
correct, and affixed his signature thereto. 


(Signed) W. T. Smitu, Acting Registrar. 
Caps Town, February 3, 1859. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo, Frere. 
A. Duprat. 
(No. 31.) 


Octavius Spong, Paymaster, R.N., who being sworn and examined on special interrogatories put by the 
Court answered :— 

For the captors :—That he took charge of the money found on board the “ Esperanga,” consisting of gold 
bars, either 59 or 60 to the best of his recollection; saw no other coins gold or silver, nor does he believe there 
were any. He counted out the money in the ward room; he did not on that day count out any money in the 
cabin of the “ Lyra,” on other occasions counted public money there. The Surgeon to the best of his recollec- 
tion brought the money from the “ Lyra.” Mr. Speer and, le thinks, Captain Oldfield were present when he 
counted out the money from the “Hsperanga” in the ward room; that in the ward room there is a skylight 
through which what is going on can be seen from the deck. That he did not make any Memorandum, but 
locked the money up. Was on board the “ Esperanga” when the money taken was found tied up in the cotton 
cloth in which it was brought into Court, in a drawer of a small chest in a cabin aft, except one bar which was 
found afterwards in the same apartment in one of the boxes. which bar he added to the others: that none of this 
money was taken from the persons of any one on board. That he is of opinion that the ‘assertion that there were 
so many dollars on board is false, as he repeatedly wanted change, and could not get 6 or 7 dollars. 


(Signed) OCTAVIUS NASH SPONG. 
Tliis deposition having been read over by Mr. Spong, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
signature thereto. 
(Signed) W. T. Suir, Acting Registrar. 


Mr. Spong re-examined. 


Was one of the officers who superintended the examination of the boxes ofthe men of the ‘‘ Bsperanga,” 
that the search took = on board the “Lyra;” that the men themselves opened the boxes; that they did not 
appear displeased or hurt ; that they lifted up the things themselves, as each box was examined the man locked it 
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and he marked it; that nothing was taken away from the boxes; that Mr. Speer and Mr. Shacklock were the 
other officers present ; that he did not examine any boxes on board the “ Esperanga.” 
(Signed) OCTAVIUS NASH SPONG. 


_ This deposition having been read over by Mr. Spong, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
signature thereto. 
(Signed) W. T. Smrru, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, February 1, 1859. ; sil 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprart. 





(No. 32.) 


In answer to certain portions of the statement made by Ussene, master of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” 
delivered into the Mixed Commission Court on the Ist day of February, 1859, Rodulphus Bryce Oldfield, 
Esquire, Commander R.N., of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Lyra,” makes the following statement on oath: That 
the “Experanga’’ was secured by hawsers astern of Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” on the mornirg following 
her capture, and that before noon on the same day, the prize crew (with one exception) was withdrawn, as were 
likewise the four men belonging to the prize, which four men had been left on board on the preceding evening, 
viz., that of capture; by my or¢er, the remaining man of the prize crew (a marine, a sentry) was removed at sunset. 
In corroboration of this statement, two petty officers, three seamen are ready to be produced for examination, four 
of which men were the prize crew, and those that went on board in company with the serang on the third day 
after capture to pump out the “ Esperanga.” That any hail from that one man on that day, or on the preceding 
forenoon from the four men then on board, I entirely discredit, or that any complaint was made by the master 
Ussene to the officer called by him the lieutenant, but in reality the master Mr. Shacklock, who, I grieve to say, is 
very dangerously ill, and unable to appear in Court, as shown by the accompanying certificate. ‘That any complaint 
was made to me by the master Ussene on the morning of my return on board from the River Angoxa, viz., on the 
9th day of September, 1858, or ever afterwards, I most solemnly deny. 

In anticipation of unfounded claims, and gross charges of misconduct on the part of the officers or seamen of 
the “Lyra,” similar to those made by the master of the “ Flor de Mogambique,” I interrogated Ussene and his 
two crew before leaving the “ Lyra’ on the 8rd of December, in the presence of Lieutenant De Wahl, through the 
seaman William Pascoe, who acted as interpreter, and from him received the assurance since made that he had 
received the kindest treatment at my hands, as had likewise his crew, and that no private or personal property was 
missing or had been during the time of their having been in my keeping. Relative to a bag and other articles 
coming on board, the bag having been emptied in my cabin, I can only speak from what came under my own 
notice, and of the orders issued by me. That I never saw anything brought on board the ‘“ Lyra” from the 
schocner, except by me or by my orders, without by the owners of the article, (viz., the crew of the “ Esperanga”) 
I most solemnly declare; and that I gave the strictest order to the contrary on this, as in all other cases of capture, 
the several witnesses in attendance in Court can prove. On the subject of the abstraction of the bag and other 
articles, I have in attendance the prize crew and others for examination by the Commissioners. On the subject of 
the money [ have already given evidence, but am anxious for re-examination if necessary, and now produce at the 
desire of the Commissioners, the surgeon of the ship for examination. But, that any money was on the ward 
room table (the table on which the money was counted) at the time of the only money found on board the 
“ Esperanga” (to my knowledge) being ccunted, which money was found by Dr. Dover in my presence, I most 
solemnly deny. The moncy found was in a bag and consisted of several small yellow bars, I believe of gold, and 
one or two small coins of silver (one was, I think, a rupee)—that any gold coins (sovereigns or otherwise) were at 
the time found, I deny in toto. 

The master, pilot, and boatswain of the “ Esperanga’”’ considering themselves responsible for moneys in the 
possession of the passengers, because they counted them in their presence, appears to me a somewhat strange 
proceeding, certainly a very unbusiness-like one, and one not very commonly practised ; the usual practice being 
when the master of a ship holds himself responsible for moneys or other valuables on board his ship, to take charge 
of the said moneys or valuables after counting them, giving the owners a receipt for the same, and on delivering up 
his charge safely, freightage by the owner (or others appointed by him to receive his moneys, &c.) is paid. 

That the men of the “ Esperanga” were searched, t am doubtful of; but that the master and the gentleman 
passenger who held property on board, and whose name is, I believe, Bava Ismail, were not, | am confident of. On 
this subject the witnesses in atteudance on the Court may perhaps be able to give evidence. That the boxes 
were searched under the superintendance of the master, paymaster, and surgeon, I informed the Court on Tuesday 
last, and in evidence thereon the surgeon is now in attendance on the Court. ; 

Relative to the truth of the master’s assertion as to fear of revenge of those who were for the time their 
masters, prevented any complaint of the piratical acts of the “ Lyra’s” men, for so they may be called, being 
made, I should like examined the crew of the “ Esperanga,” and of the vessel passed judgment on in this 
Court as the “ Fatte Mabruque:” the evidence elicited from those witnesses will, I feel confident, prove to the 
Court the baseness and falsity of the very serious charges contained in this assertion of the master. As to the 
answer asserted by the master Ussene, as made by the English officer and myself, and by him specified a strange 
one, I have heretofore referred to: and that I never made such answer at any one time to him I most solemnly 
declare, nur do I believe any one of the ‘ Lyra’s” officers eve did, at the time referred to or afterwards. 

That any of the cooking, table, or other conveniences or utensils were ever used by the prize or others of the 
“« Lyra’s” crew without the consent of their owners, I believe will, without douht, by examination of the witnesses 
now in attendance, be proved td be false. 

That up to the time of the “ Esperanca's” parting company from the “ Lyra,” on the 10th of September, 
no mention was made of the abstraction and pillage referred to in Ussene’s statement. although I interrogated the 
master (Ussene) on that day, and on each time of mecting with his vessel. On the 14th of October, when I put 
him on board the vessel, I desired him to inspect well her fitment» and cargo, which when he assured me he had 
satisfactorily done, and that nothing was lost, I resealed the hatches, which were not opened again until the 4th of 
November, at Johanna. It being then necessary to open them for the purpose of getting up a cable, I sent two 
officers on board to inquire of the master if all was correct, and on his answering that all was correct and in a 
satisfactory condition, the hatches were again sealed, and remained so until opened at Mozambique, immediately 
prior to the landing and giving up charge of her and her cargo to his Excellency the Governor-General. 


‘ 
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With reference to the watch stated to have been on board at time of seizure, none was by me or by others 
observed, nor can I find out the very slightest clue to any watch being seen in the possession of any of the 
“ Lyra’s” ship's company, nor of their having money in their possession that they could not account for: rebut 
further the statement of Ussene, the master, un this point, I cannot. 


(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 
On this 3rd day of February, 1859, the above statement was sworn to and signed by Captain Oldfield. 
(Signed) W. T. Smitn, Acting Registrar. 
(No. 33.) 


Evidence of Captain Oldfield, who, being sworn, and examined on special interrogatories, answered :—That 
the “ Esperanga” was captured on September 6. She was off Angoxa till the 10th, when she left for Johanna. 
That she went to Jolauna with three of her own crew, one of whom is here, and a prize-crew. She started from 
Johanna on the 4th of November, and arrived at Mozambique on the 7th, 

(For claimants.)—That Lieutenant Croake boarded the vessel before he did. Lieutenant Croake had a boat's 
crew with him. Lieutenant Croake reported to him that he had boarded the vessel. He, Lieutenant Croake, 
asked for her papers, but had not received them. He, Lieutenant Croake, had looked into her hold and seen a 
number of casks, some large. That Lieutenant Croake reported to him that he had not interfered with the persons 
or property on board; that he merely inspected the hold in a general way. 

(To the Court.)—That the coxswain, he thinks, and the stroke oar, were the only sailors who accompanied 
Lieutenant Croake on board. 

When he first went on board he did not search the berths of the passengers, but did go in front of the captain's 
berth, in which he was sitting, and, looking towards him for consent, took the papers off the bed. He had before 
asked for the papers, and not received them. No other officer or seaman, during the time he was on board, 
interfered with the passengers, crew, their berths or their boxes. 

It has not come to his knowledge that, duriag his absence, any officer or man searched the berths or boxes of 
the crew or passengers; but it has come to his knowledge that, on the morning of the 7th, when the seamen of 
the “ Lyra” and “ Esperanga” left the vessel the cabin door was locked. On the 8th a party went on board to 
pump her out, some of whom are now in attendance. 

(For the claimants.)—lIt is quite possible that there might have been some money on board in the berths, 
boxes, or on the persons of those on board, or otherwise secreted; but on the morning of the 9th, when the 
paymaster and surgeon superintended the search of the cabin and bunks, he thinks no more was found than that 
produced in Court. That the search was a very careful one, and presided over by himself. That between the 
time of his first visit and the time of the formal search none of the officers or men had an opportunity of rummaging 
the vessel without his cognizance. That the guns and charts now produced in Court were brought to Cape Town 
for the purpose of production in Court, but were left at the agent's office by forgetfulness. That they were 
brought to the Court as evidence, and as belonging to the captain, who, Captain Oldfield thought, could receive 
them here as conveniently as at Mozambique. That Captain Oldfield thought they had been brought into 


Court. 
(Signed) R. B, OLDFIELD. 


This deposition having been read over by Captain Oldfield, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
signature thereto. 
(Signed) W. T. Smitu, Acting Registrar. 
February 3, 1859. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. FRERE. 
A, Duprart. 


(No. 34.) 


Hussein examined. 


(To the claimant’s proctor.)—That none of the four men left on board the “ Esperanga” when taken are 
here; all went at Mozambiquc. Swears to this. Cannot point out any of the crew of the “ Lyra” who took 
a belonging to him, because he was a prisoner on board the “Lyra” and they were on board the 
a eranca.” 

TT hed — Ci you identify the man who passed the ivory from the “ Esperanga” to the “ Lyra’s” boat at 
Mozambique ? 

Answers.—There were many people, so I cannot say. I do not know who they were. 

Asked.—If you were now to see all the men of the “ Lyra” could you point out any man who robbed you of 
anything ? 

e hee -How can I, when I have said I do not know them? 

(To Commander Oldfield.)—The seamen of the “ Esperanca” lived in the fore-peak. While he was on 
board the “ Esperanga,” at Johanna, and on the voyage to Mozambique, no one lived in this hole (pointing to a 
plan of the fore-peak). ‘The cook never slept in the hole ; always on the top. 

(Shown plan of sleeping berths.) 

The pilot slept in the port bunk ; in the larboard, he himself. ‘ 

That all the large boxes of the passengers’ clothes were in the hold; all the boxes of the sailors on deck. 
His own and the pilot’s were in the camara; but the small boxes with the money were in the cabin, and in the 


large boxes. , 
(Signed by the Master.) 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprat. 
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Evidence of Hussein. 


(For the captor, to Captain Oldfield. —That the second in command is the piloto; the third is the contra- 
mestre, or serang. Does not know the number of barrinhas which belonged to each person. ‘That each had 
written down the amount he had in money, and for which he is responsible. He took notes thereof, and will 
produce them. 


Re-examined. 


(For the captor.)—That, when passengers came on board a ship, they must have passports. The passengers 
counted their money after they had presented their passports, in order to make him responsible for its being on 
board. (Translates the date 13th of August on his note of receipt of money.) He sailed from Sofala the 14th of 
August. 


Recalled. 


(To claimant's proctor.) —Before he left Mozambique the three passengers asked him to recover their money. 
They said: “ You must remember, before the Court, to ask for it.” They gave him no documents, but spoke, 
Bava Ismail and the others, before they left the vessel. 

(To the captors.)—Bava Ismail owns the greater part of the barrinhas found on board. Cannot recollect 
how many belong to himself. Calamachande had some; so had Daca Lacman. The value of one of the barrinhas 
is 66 cruzados. 

(Signed) HUSSEIN. 


This deposition having been read over to Ilussein, through His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator, he 
declared the same to be correct, and affixed his signature thereto. 
(Signed) W. T. Smitn, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, February 4, 1859. 


(No. 36.) 


Evidence of Selimane, Pilot. 


(To the captor.)—That the passengers said they hfd so much money, each one showed it in the cabin. He 
saw it counted on the table. Is quite certain that the sum stated by the captain is correct. 

The captain, serang, and passengers were all present. It is the custom to have the money of the passengers 
shown to the officers of the vessels. It is the custom of the captain to count his money before the officers. It is 
the custom also for the officers and sailors to have their money so counted. Every one knows what money another 
has. When the money had been connted on the table, each one took his money. He put his in his own box. 
Each one kept his own in his box. He had 150 pezos—barrinhas, notes and dollars. 

(Signed) SELIMANE. 


This deposition having been read over to Selimane, through His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator, he 
declared the same to be correct. and affixed his signature thereto. 
(Signed) W. T. Smitrn, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, February 4, 1859. 


(No. 37.) 


Evidence of Faquier Mamad, Serang. 


(To the captor.)—Knows that the money stated to belong to the different persons on board is correct ; 
because when they came on board all the passengers’ money was counted in the cabin before all the officers. 
It is the custom for moneys to be so counted. It is the custom for the captain to count his money before 
his officers. After the money had been counted, each passenger took his own to his box. When the 
“ Esperanga” was seized, had 60 pezos in his chest; it was in sovereigns, dollars, and notes (cedulas). 
He had no dealings with the piloto, but with others he had. His box was locked, and was broken; he 
does not know by whom. He was a prisoner on board the * Lyra.” He was well treated by the captor 
and his officers and men; they all fed him and treated him well. In Simon’s Bay the captor asked if he 
had any complaint to make, and he answered here, I have nothing to complain of. He has no complaint to 
make of the captor before, as regards bad treatment. That after capture, it was next day before the “ Esperanca ” 
was made fast to the “ Lyra.” That it was sun-down after that that the passengers and others were taken to the 
“Lyra.” That on one day the vessel was taken and he was tuken on board the ‘‘ Lyra.” That the day after, the 
‘“« Esperanca” was made fast to the “Lyra.” That after the “‘ Esperanga” was so made fast, four men of the 
“ Esperanga” were on board ; he dues not know how long—one day, certainly. That when he got his box again, 
everything was injured, and the box was broken ; some clothes and his money were missing. ‘I'hat his box is now 
a-shore ; it is now repaired. ‘That he has claimed for the goods lost, and for the money. That his box was not 
searched on board the * Lyra.” He does not know whether the other boxes were searched on board the “ Lyra.” 
He and another man were sent to Johanna. His box was searched on board the “ Esperanga,” That he was 
present. It was searched by the officer sent by Captain Oldfield. His padlock was already broken. ‘That it was 
searched the day they sailed. ; 

(To the claimants.)—The box of the other man was searched on board the “ Esperanga.” It was broken. 
He cannot say anything as to the losses of the other; the things were in confusion. 

(Signed in Arabic) FAQUIER. 


This deposition having been read over to Selimane, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
signature thereto. ; ; 
(Signed) W. T. Smitn, Acting Registrar. 
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(No. 38.) 


Evidence of Dr. Speer, R.N., who, being sworn and examined on special interrogatories, answered :—Thut he 
was present on board the ‘* EsperanSa,” searching the vessel. Captain Oldfield me the paymaster were present, 
and one seaman, Clarke. He found in a box a number of gold pieces tied up in a calico—in a small box, not a 
regular chest. He took the money to Captain Oldfield immediately. Captain Oldfield told him to keep it until 
they went on board the ‘ Lyra.” ‘They went together, and went into the wardroom There the pieces were 
counted, and given in charge of the paymaster. Captain Oldfield being sceptical as to their being gold, he tested 
them. He belives the box came on board the ship. Does not know to whom it belonged. In the box were a 
comb and brush, and some clothes or handkerchiefs. Was present when the boxes of the “ EsperanZa’s” crew were 
searched on board the “ Lyra,” but took no part. When he found the cloth, he opened it to see what was in it, 
and tied it up and brought it to Captain Oldfield. That was all the precaution he took. The boxes were opened 
with keys. ‘The men were called, and asked for their keys ; und were present when their boxes were searched ; 
that he did not see that any of the boxes were broken; they seemed all right: just as the boxes ef such persons 
are, all tumbled and dirty. Thinks that the only silver coin with the barrinhas was one rupee. There were 
certainly not many others. He was not present when the boxes of the men on board the “ EsperanZa” were 
er He did not sce the persons of the sailors or passengers searched. He believes they were not 
searched. 

(To the claimant.)—When the barrinhas were counted, no other coins were produced for comparison, to the 
best of his recollection. The box in which he found the bag was not locked, otherwise he would not have 
spened it. On another day, he thinks the next, another box was examined before him by some of the men. It 
was lying on the top in the hold. It was not locked, and he therefore examined it. It was lashed. It contained 
clothes, and in it were two barrinhas, of which he took charge, and gave them to the Paymaster. The box was 
locked up again, He does not know to whom it belonged. He did not examine other boxes, because they were 
not opened. He can be sure that on the day he speaks of (the 9th) no other boxes were open or broken. All the 
big boxes on deck had padlocks. He did not take particular notice of the boxes the first day he went on board. 
They went then to inspect the vessel and cargo. He did not inquire of the “ Esperan§a's” people whether there 
was any other money on board, For all that he knows, there was no more money on board ; but he cannot swear 
there was none. But none was found. Is not sure how long it was after this that the boxes were brought on 
board. ‘Thinks some of the “ Lyra’s’ men were on board the “ Esperanga™ to take care of her, 

(To the captor.) —Thinks that the boxes of the passengers and crew of the “ Esperanza” went with them on 
board the * Lyra’ at the same time. Is sure that the captain brought his writing-desk. Cannot say whether the 
boxes of the passengers and crew who went in the “ Lyra” to Mozambique were searched before the “ Esperanza” 


parted company for Johanna, 
(Signed) HENRY M. SPEER. 


This deposition having been read over to Dr. Speer, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
signature thereto. : 


(Signed) W. T. Smitu, Acting Registrar. 
February 4, 1859. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 


A. Duprat. 


(No. 39.) 


Evidence of William Pascoe, seaman of Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” who being sworn and examined, answered 
as follows :—Is an able seaman on board the “ Lyra.” Interpreted between Captain Oldfield and the captain of the 
schooner in English and Hindustanee ; had no difficulty in making the captain understand him. Recollects inter- 
preting between Commander Oldfield and the captain at Johanna, but does not remember the date. Asked the 
captain if he was pleased with the food and the way he was treated on board the “Lyra.” He replied, Yes. 
Ilas never asked him, except about treatment. Asked him at Johanna, before he left for Mozambique, if he had 
any complaint to make. He answered, No. Reported that answer to Captain Oidfield. On clearing the vessel 
out at Mozambique, asked the captain if everything was right ; he answered in the affirmative. 

(To claimant's proctor.)—Mr. de Wahl was the officer who superintended the clearing of the vessel at 
Mozambique with the cutters crew, of whom witness is one. Was below handing up teeth. Could not see what 
passed on deck. The day he was there the ‘* Lyra’s” gig came alongside, and no other boat of the “ Lyra.” The 
captain’s coxswain was in her; no officer. Does not know why she came. She stayed only a few minutes on the 
port-side ; one or two crew came on board and took a drink of water. Coxswain’s name is Full. Does not know 
whether Full came on board. Handed the teeth to the men on deck—Golding, and thinks Briggs; but is not 
certain who passed them over the side into the cargo boat alongside. The teeth were passed up one by one. 
Mr. de Wahl was overlooking this; other cargo was passed out at the same time by himself and the same man. 
A tooth might have been taken without his knowing it; but thinks not. The cargo-boat was on the port-side 
when the gig came up. ‘The person in charge of the cargo was a Portuguese; he might be a Custom-house 
officer ; thinks there was no one but him. Knows the men of the “ Lyra” who were put on board the “ Esperanga” 
the day the vessel was taken. Thinks the crew of the “ Esperanga" were removed the same day, in which case 
the vessel would have been entirely in the hands of the captors. Thinks the boxes were brought on board the 
same day. Knows of nothing to prevent these men from opening the boxes if they pleased. 

(To the Sori Simon's Bay asked the captain how he liked his treatment, and if he had been treated 
well, and he said, Yes. The question only referred to the passage, as he had asked him before. Asked if they 
had lost anything since they had been on board ship. He answered, No. Did not ask them if they had lost 
anything since they were in our possession. Did not hear them complain that their boxes had been broken open 
at Angoxa. Does not recollect carrying any message from Captain Oldfield, saying why he asked the question a 


second time. 
(Signed) WM. PASCOE. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprat. 


TT 
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(No. 40.) 


William Georze Webber, able seaman of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” sworn and examined :—Is an able 
seaman on board Her Majesty's ship “Lyra.” Recollects the “ Esperanza” being taken on September 6. Went 
on board the evening of the 6th with three other sailurs and a marine. Thomas Clarke, a petty officer, was in 
command; a quartermaster remained on board until half-past 10 the next morning. Four of the crew of the 
“« EsperanSa” were on board besides the English sailors. Was on board to look after the ship; did not search 
or examine the ship in any way during the night ; did not go into any of the cabins. Did not go into the hold on 
the night of the 6th. On the 7th, in the afternoon, was in the hold to get a drink of water; the doctor was in the 
hold when he went in. A case which was lashed, not locked, was opened by the doctor. During the night of the 
6th kept watch till 10, and nothing was touched till then. After 10 slept. On the morning, until he returned to 
the “ Lyra,” saw no boxes opened. 

Came back to the “ Experan¥a” in the afternoon as one of a boat's crew; did not then see any boxes broken, 
but one unlashed; did not see these boxes again on board the * Lyra.” While on board the “ ExperanZa” did 
not = the men of the “ EsperanZa” call out to the “Lyra.” Was never on board the “ Esperan%a ” after- 
wards. 

(To claimant's proctor.)—Did not observe whether Dr. Speer examined other boxes. Saw him take two 
small gold pieces out of the box, that was all the money he saw. Neither captain nor the paymaster were with 
Dr. Speer at the time. Does not know of any other box being opened ; did not hear of another being opened, or 
of gold bars being found. 

(To Captain Oldfield.) —On the 7th, on returning on board, he was accompanied by all the prize-crew except 
the marine, and by the four men of the “ EsperanZa ;” the marine remained to look after the ship. He, the 
marine, was sentry. Does not know when he was taken off; he was there the whole day by himself, Thinks it 
was the next day another prize-crew was sent on board; Major, the marine, was one. 

When that prize-crew went to the “speran$a," thinks men of the “ Exsperan3a” went; he cannot say 
who, or how many. Thinks Mr. Mc Conachy the clerk was in charge; is almost sure the four men of the 


“ EsperanSa” went. 
(Signed) W. G. WEBBER. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprat. 


(No. 41.) 


Henry Anderson, seaman on board Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” who being sworn and examined, answered :— 
Is leading seaman on board Her Majesty's ship os ;” was one of the crew put on board the ** EsperanSa" 
on the night of the 6th; his duty was to keep watch. Did not go into any of the cabins or the hold. Did not 
see any boxes broken, or break any. Did not see any one go into the cabins ; they made the cabin door fast. Left 
the * Esperanta * for the “ Lyra” in the morning of the 7th; returned on board after dinner; saw the vessel 
pumped out ; took some dinner for Vails, the mar‘ne who was left in charge. The cabin door was still fastened, 
and the hatches were over the hold the same wa’ as he had left them. When sent on board the third time he 
remained on board until he left the vessel at Mozambique. He cannot recollect if it was the next day. 

(To captor's proctor.)—The cabin door was fastened with spun yarn; there was no lock; they were open 
when we went on board; did not look into the cabin, but called out to ask if there was any one inside ; this 
fastening could not have been undone without its being seen. It could have been cut and re-fastened, but it was 
not cut; can undertake to say it was the same fastening as he had made. The doors shut in the berths behind 
them. There were two berths which could not be shut; did nct go into them. Could not go from these berths 
into the cabin ; they were outside the bulkhead. On the night of the 6th watch was kept by the quartermaster, the 
marine, and Webber ; two in a watch. ‘The crew of the “ Esperan%a” also kept watch. This watch was from 
8 till 12. Could not go to sleep, it rained so heavily. Could not go below. Did not go into the hold at all, not 
on the 7th; is certain nobody belonging to the “ I.yra” went into the hold on the 7th. Did not see Webber go 
into the hold. Did not see Dr. Speer on board. Does not recollect that Webber went to the ** Esperanza” with 
him on the 7th in the afternoon. Dves not recollect if Webber was with him. Does not recollect the number, 
or who went with him. There was only one man left on board till the afternoon; he was taken out in the 
evening; was a marine. oes not recollect seeing Dr. Speer on board; has not a good memory. Never 
heard anything of any gold being found. Does not recollect Mr. Spong being on board. 

Does not know of any ivory teeth having been passed from the “ Esperan®a" to the “ Lyra” while the 
vessels were lying at Johanna. The hold of the “ EsperanSa” was opened at Johanna to get out water and 
firewood. The master, the mate, and the serang, and the cook, were present, and some rice and cocoa-nuts were 
got up at the same time. Did not see any‘ivory. The rice was on the top of it, so he could not: it was impossible 
anything could pass out without the masier, the mate, and the serang knowing it; they were always on deck. On 
the day the “ Esperan%a"’ sailed from Johanna to Mozambique the hold was not opened. The piloto had a way 
in through two loose planks in the forecastle; found this out at Johanna. One of their own men always slept in 
the forecastle. Saw the piloto pass in. 

(To claimant's proctor.)—In his opinion it is not possible that three tecth could be thrown from the 
« Esperanza" into the “ Lyra; the vessels were too far apart, further than any man would be able to throw. 
Was on board when the cargo was landed at Mozambique ; attended the main hatch to haud up cargo; is not 
certain if it was two or three days before we got it out. The “ Lyra’s” gig came alongside one day; does not 
know what for; was standing in the hold, but so that he could see on deck. Cannot say how long the “ Lyra’s " 
boat was alungside. Cannot speak with certainty that teeth were not handed into the “Lyra’s” boat. ‘The 
master, mate, and serang, were on the hatch. F 

At Johanna the Batch of the “ EsperanSa” was opened to get up cable. The “Lyra” towed the 
“ Esperan"a” from Johanna to Mozambique by one of her own cables, and one of the man-of-war's. The cable 


“ ran-a” was got out of her hold. 
of the * Eiporan ' (Signed) | HENRY ANDERSON. 


Cape Town, February 4, 1859. 
Before us, 


(Signed) Gro. Frere. 


A. Duprart. 
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, (No. 42.) 


Evidence of Thomas Clarke, a Quartermaster of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra:"—He is a quartermaster of 
Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” He was put on board the “ Esperan%a ” the day she was captured, left her the same 
night ; went on board again the same night ; was in charge of her for three days; was put on board again; in fact, 
was on board the vessel altogether, on!y leaving her for a short time occasionally, to get things from Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” up to the time they left her at Mozambique. Whilst at Angoxa does not know that any 
boxes or property were broken or destroyed ; but cannot be anawerable for what might have been done in the boats. 
No ivory was thrown from the “ EsperanSa” to the “Lyra” at Johanna in his presence. Was overlooking the 
discharge of the cargo at Mozambique. ‘The boats of the “Lyra” used to come alongside, to relieve officers, 
morning and evening. Is certain that no ivory was taken by any of the “ Lyra’s” boats; was always present, and 
can speak with certainty. 

(To claimant's proctor.)—The first thing he did on going on board was to close the cabin-doors, and lash 
them, so that nobody could go in, and kept guard over them. Never went inside but to turn out two men 
who were in, belonging to the vessel. Anderson lashed one door, he lashed the other. Did not go into the hold : 
they closed the hatches ; ju ped down and looked round to see if there were any slaves; did not take notice of 
anything about the cargo. A boat was continually going to and fro between the “EsperanSa " and the “ Lyra,” taking 
water and our provisions, and removing the passengers and chests. Did not see Dr. Speer on board the day 
following, nor Captain Oldfield; they came alongside, but not on board. Did not see Dr. Speer on board at any 
time. Cannot say whether Webber was on board, unless he was one of the cutter's crew. Nove of the ** Lyra’s ” 
men went. into the hold, so far as he knows, neither on this day nor on any other. Saw the boxes of the crew and 
passengers when they were passed from the vessel to the “ Lyra’s” boat, never before, except the chests which 
were on deck: the deck was full, there might have been a dozen; does not know if they were locked, never trie: 
them. Never heard of gold having been found on board. 

(To Captain Oldfield.)—Slept on board prize and kept watch the first night. Kept the hatches, and allowed 
no one to go into tle hold. Received orders from the officers in charge of the boats not to allow any oue in the 
hold, except by orders from some one to get water. 

(To the Court.)—At Johanna he and Anderson nailed up two planks, which they found broken down in the 
bulkhead between the forepeak and the hold. He believes the crew of the vessel made the hole ; the cook was the 
man who made it, he believes, but cannot swear. 

(To the captors.) —The only man who slept in the forepeak was the old grey-headed man who cooked. The 
hole was not in the bulkhead when he took charge. The ciew of the “ Esperan8a” lett on board were very 
unhappy, not so bad after the captain joined them: they had leave to go on shore where they liked. 

(To claimant’s proctor.)—Went in once through the bulkhead to see if a man could get in. Came out and 
nailed the planks up. Only went once to try. When the hold was opened to get water an officer was present ; 
the casks were all under the hatches: the officer went down, may be to guage the casks. The officer invariably 
stood over the men when they went down for water. I.ieutenant Croak and Mr. Me Conachy were the officers. 
‘They went on board three days after the seizure. Was in charge of the vessel for the first three days. During 
the three days he was only down in the hold once. No man from the “ Lyra” was in the hold from the time we 
boarded her till we filled up the water. Commenced filling up with water the third day, and took nearly the 
whole day. During these three days could not get into any part of the vessel without breaking. The hatches 


could be lifted up if the tarpaulins were taken off. 
(Signed) THOMAS CLARKE, 
Cape Town, February 5, 1859. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprat. 


(No. 43.) 
The Acting Marshal to the Acting Registrar. 


iy Shipping Office, Cape Town, February 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report by your previous desire, that I have examined three chests, the property of 
Ally Hussein, his serang, and another, and find them mace of teak or other hard wood, and strong, and secured 
by good locks and hinges. There is no appearance of any of them having been forced in any way. The hinges 
ou two of them are large and massive; one has been repaired in the lock since ee in ra Town. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS TINLEY. 


Sir, 





(No. 44.) 


Lieutenant De Wahl, R.N., examined on special interrogatories :—Was a lieutenant on board Her Majesty's 
ship “ Lyra,” doing duty from Her Majesty's ship ‘* Boscawen.” Superintended the landing of the “ Esperanga's” 
cargo at Mozambique, in company with three Portuguese officers. There were three Portuguese officers and 
three English ces one of the Portuguese officers was on board the vessel, and the others saw to the goods 
as they came ashore. Recollects the “ Lyra’s” gig going to the schooner when he was on shore, with a load of 
ivory, and coming on shore for him, but was not on board while the boat was. ‘ 

Used to see everything ed up and put into the cargo-boat, and given over to the Custom-house. Whilst 
he was away, Mr. Vidal was always on board, and Mr. Spong was at the Custom-house. Saw the hatches opened in 

orning and closed in the evening again. 
_ “(To Captain Oldfield.) —At MHenatinn’s an officer always slept on board until all the cargo had been landed. 
Was on board the “ Esperan2a” at Johanna. She parted her cable: saw the hatches opened to get up a new 
coir-cable ; nothing else was passed up except some cocoa-nuts for the use of the captain and crew, when he saw the 
hat:hes closed. Not'.nz passed between him and the captain as to the loss of anything. The captain made no 
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complaint. He was by when the hatches were opened. At Simon’s Bay all the men’s boxes were mustered, and 
Captain Oldfield desired Pascoe to inquire of the master, serang, and pilot, if they had lost anything, and called 
witness to hear their answer, which was “no.” Captain Oldfield reminded them twice of what they said, as he 
should bring their answer before the Court if there were complaints. Pascoe interpreted the answer to be that’ 
they had not lost anything, and were obliged to Captain Oldfield for his kindness. 

(To claimant's proctor.)—To the question if the master then knew of the quantity of gold found on board :— 
Knows nothing of the gold found on board. When he saw the vessel at Johanna, there were over the 
hatches large logs of wood, nine pieces of the “ Lyra’s” false keel over the hatches; otherwise the hatches were 
not fastened ; does not remember seeing battens. The hatches could not be opened without the captain knowing 
it. Two men could lift up the hatches if the logs were not on; one man could not do it. 

(To Captain Oldfield.)—Has heard it mentioned that the hatches were sealed, but did not see that they 
were so. 

aEEPS (Signed) THOS. DE WAHL, Lieutenant, H.M.S, “ Boscawen.” 
Cape Town, February 5, 1859. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Gro. Frere. 
A. Duprart. 


(No. 45.) 


Evidence of Charles Vidal, acting mate, examined on special interrogatories: —Was on board the “ Espe- 
van®a"” when cargo was landed at Mozambique; recollects the “ Lyra’s” gig coming to the “ Esperan®a” on 
several occasions. Recollects her coming once when Lieutenant De Wahl was away. The unloading of cargo 
did not go on while Lieutenant De Wahl was away. Was on deck while the gig was alongside: it was not 
possible that teeth of ivory could be passed into the gig without his seeing it; no teeth were passed in. 

(To Captain Oldfield.)—The day we left Johanna went on board the “ Esperan$a” to see if she wanted 
water, and if the captain had any complaint : as far as witness understood, the captain seemed quite satisfied. 
Sealed the hatches of the “ Esperanga" at Johanna before leaving her there, when the “Lyra” went to 
Mozambique the first time. They were not sealed when she left for Mozambique ; they had been opened to get up 
firewood and rice for the captain and crew. 

(Signed) T. VIDAL, Acting Mate. 

Cape Town, February 5, 1859. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprart. 





(No. 46.) 


Faquier, Serang of the “ Esperan$a.” 


Q. If you were to see all the men of the “Lyra,” could you point out any man who robbed you of 
anything ? 
A. How could I, when there were so many persons? 
(Signed) FAQUIER. 


Selimane, the Piloto of the “ Esperan$a.” 


Q. If you were to see all the men of the “Lyra,” could you point out any man who robbed you of 
anything ? 
A. Cannot say. 
(Signed) SELIMANE. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
A. Duprat. 


(No. 52.) 


Ednés Jacob, Carpenter, sworn and examined. 


(To the Chevalier Duprat.)—He repaired some boxes belonging to the Moor-men ; repaired three: that on 
one he put a new lock ; on the others he had the hinges to make right; put nails in. One box was about so long 
(shows about two feet). 

The boxes were boxes with clothes. The lock was broken in one. Put nails to the hinges; the hinges were 
loose. That another lock required a new spring, but he did not put it, as he was afraid the man could not pay. 
All three boxes were open before he repaired them. When he went they could be opened. 

(Signed) EDNES, his >< mark. 

February 11, 1859. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere, 
A. Duprat. 


ee 


Crass A. K 
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(No. 47.) 
Opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


Without at present entering into the question of the proposed deductions from the demurrage claimed, I wish 
to record my opinion that the tonnage upon which it is claimed must be the tonnage of the vessel, according to her 
papers :— 

1. Because, in all cases in which demurrage has heretofore been granted, by Courts of Mixed Commission, 
either under the Treaty of July, 1842, or under former Treaties, I find that the tonnage has always been taken 
from the papers of the vessel. 

2. Because the measurement of a vessel, by British tonnage, is only made when she is condemned (or 
destroyed), for the purposes of the British Government, with regard to bounties, a matter with which these Courts 
have no concern ; and 

3. Because in this case the Court has only before it the measurement of the vessel, as given on her papers, 
viz., 39 tons, and has no means of arriving at anything nearer than an approximation to what her tonnage would 


be by English measurement. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





(No. 48.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 


As to the basis for counting the tons, my opinion is that, follosing the regular opinion of the Secretary to the 
Commission, in his Report, English tons be counted, because I am aware that the captors, in the event of the vessel 
being declared good prize, would have the right to prize money calculated by the English ton. 

Besides this, the Treaty does not specify that the tons should be counted by the English measurement, or 
by the Portuguese, and therefore, as I observe, I repeat that the bonus for the captors should be by English 
measurement, it is not just that these advantages for them should be in less measure than for the Portuguese ; and 
moreover, 1 remark that the Secretary himself has acquired the certitude, as he states, that if the calculation should 
be by Portuguese measurement, then, in the case of this prize, it would never pay the losses of the captured; and the 
Marshal of the Court, a man so well acquainted with maritime matters (as being Shipping Magistrate also), is 
entirely of opinion that it should be counted by the English measurement, because, if it were by the other, it would 


be too little. 
(Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 


(No. 49.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 


Having been elected to decide, as Arbitrator, the non-agreement between the worthy two Commissioners of 
this Mixed Commission, on the case of the calculation of tonnage for the payment of demurrage, I am of opinion 
that they ought to be paid according to the English measurement, for the following reasons :—~ 

1. Because I am not certain, nor have the means to find, whether all cases in which demurrage has been 
granted by the Mixed Commissions have or have not been taken from the papers of the vessel. 

2. Because I am not certain, if the measurement of a vessel by British tonnage is or is not only made when 
she is condemned (or destroyed), for the purposes of the British Government, with regard to bounties; and besides, 
I am afraid that there have been cases in which it was not made only when the vessels are condemned (or destroyed). 
Moreover, the fact is, that the bounties being, indeed, by a measurement, it should not be at all unjust that, when 
the case is against the captors, they would be obliged to pay by the same measurement. 

3. Because, should it be a fact that, in this case, the Conivt has only before it the measurement of the vessel, 
as given on her papers, namely, 39 tonneladas ; and should it also in this case be a fact, the Court to have no means 
of arriving at anything nearer than an approximation to her tonnage by English measurement, my opinion is, that 
the fact of the captors not having measured the ship during such a long period could show that, first, it is not 
the claimant’s fault; and, secondly, according to the reasons exposed by the worthy British Commissioner, as 
regards measurement being indispensable for condemned or destroyed vessels, it could also give some idea that the 
non-measurement by the captors was an act expressly fulfilled to avoid afterwards the payment of higher damages, 
and because it appeared to them (the captors) at once, at the time of the seizure, that the prize could by no means 
be lawfully destroyed, or should become condemned by the Court. 

I have also to remark, that the means of not arriving only at anything nearer than an approximation between 
the Portuguese and English measurements of tonnage, should be such easy ones, in my opinion, as to look only to 
the legal and approved books respecting comparisons of measures and weights, and then clearly would be found 
at once the proportions officially and regularly established between the two rates of tonnage. 

I must also pay the greatest attention. to the circumstance especially of the Treaty not explaining that the 
measurement should, or not, be by the Portuguese tonneladas, and observing that the Secretary of this Commission 
reports that, according to his opinion, grounded on the information he obtained upon the matter from some 
merchants, very respectable, and well acquainted with such matters, and principally from the Marshal of this 
Court, that by the Poctuacons tonnage in the case of this vessel she never would obtain her losses, &c., I cannot 
hesitate for these reasons also to quite agree to the opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Cape Town, February 8, 1859. 
(Signod) FRANCISCO TRAVASSOS VALDEZ, 
His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 
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(No. 50.) 
Communication from Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


The respected Portuguese Arbitrator having communicated to me the opinion by which he decides that the 
tonnage of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperan$a” is to be taken, not at 39 tons Portuguese, as shown by her 
papers, but at 110 tons British, as claimed by the captain, I beg to submit to the consideration of my colleagues 
that, in every case decided under the Treaty, which alone is our law, the tonnage for demurrage has ite held to 
be that shown by the ship’s papers. 

That in order to arrive at the British tonnage of a vessel, the following measurements are necessary by the 
Act 5 and 6 Wm. IV, cap. 56, viz. :— : 

The length of the upper deck, between the after-part of the stem and fore-part of the stern-post. The 
inside breadth on the other part of the upper deck, at the middle point of the length. 

The depth from the underside of the upper deck down the pump-well to the skin. 

The first of the measurements to be divided into six equal parts. 

At the foremost, the middle, and the aftermost of these points of division, measurement in feet and decimals 
of the depth from the underside of the upper deck to the ceiling of the limber board. 

The inside breadth at one-fifth four-fourths from the upper deck from the foremust and aftermost depths, 
and at two-fifths four-fifths of the middle depth. ‘The length of the vessel at half the midship depth from the 
after-part of the stern to the fore-part of the stern-post. 

That none of these measurements are now before the Court, and that the Court is therefore not in a position 
to pronounce the vessel to be of 110 tons English, as asserted in the claim now before it. 








(No. 51.) 
Communication from His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 


Having heard from the British Commissioner his wish that he should consider himself authorized to add to or 
explain anything in respect to which he has already (as in the present case) given his opinion by writing, and 
signed, and chiefly since the proper Arbitrator elected, who received the opinions of both the Commissioners, has 
already given his proper opinion, and it being a matter which has already been debated in this Commission, the 
British Arbitrator deciding that this is contrary to the Treaty (which, without any doubt, it is), for these reasons 
I cannot consent that cognizance be now taken of any new matter, in explanation, or addition, in continuation of 
that which the Arbitrators elected have already presented their opinions, even because the Treaty says, in 
Article 1V, Annex B, that the decision shall be given after the Arbitrator has examined the process, and after he 
has conferred with the Commissioners ; and if two days have already passed since the Arbitrator elected has 
presented his opinion to the two Commissioners and the Secretary, to be entered in the proper book, it follows 
from this, that if the British Commissioner before this took place had only to cunfer with the other Commissioner 
and Arbitrator, or did not judge it convenient to do so; or if, at least, he did not declare that he had to say or to 
explain anything more on the point, he cannot afterwards on this pretext go on, in contravention of that which 
the ‘Treaty provides and even of the decision of the British Arbitrator. 

However, it is necessary to note, that I can affirm that my wishes, and those of my colleague the Portuguese 
Arbitrator, are decidedly that there should always be in this Mixed Commission, as well for the Judges as for all 
other persons, the greatest latitude for the clearing up and ascertaining the truth, so that the most certain decision 
may be arrived at; and as, fortunately, the Treaty, as it could not fail to do, facilitates all modes for arriving at a 
result, it is clear that the Portuguese Representatives in this Mixed Commission cannot and do not desire that 
there should not be presented for decision everything which may be reasonable and legal, provided it be propounded 
only on the points in question, to be attended to in conformity with the modes (of proceedings) which are 
permitted by the Treaty. 

Mixed Commission, February 9, 1859. 


(Note upon No. 51.) 


The following is recorded by desire of Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner :— . 

Having read the paper delivered to the Commission on the 9th instant by my honourable colleague, in reply 
to mine of the 9th, by which I offered for his consideration certain reasons ~ he should not adopt the opinion 
of the Portuguese Arbitrator as to the tonnage of the ‘‘ Esperan%a,” I have only to record my dissent from his 
assertion that such a representation was contrary to the Treaty. [ have only to add, with respect to his observa- 
tion that two days had elapsed since the opinion of the Arbitrator had been given, that the paper in question was 
drawn up by me on the 8th, immediately after the worthy Portuguese Arbitrator had read to me the opinion he 
had prepared, and was presented to the Mixed Commission at the one session of the Mixed Commission on 
the next day, before anything else had been done, except the reading of the Minutes and of the opinions of the 
Commissioners and of Senhor Valdez. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





(No. 53.) 
Mr. Reid to the Acting Registrar. 
Sir, Cape Town, February 11, 1859. 


The master, the pilot, and the boatswain being impressed with the conviction that they are entitled to claim 
for wages, notwithstanding the amount claimed for demurrage on behalf of the owner of the vessel, have requested 
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me to put in the inclosed Schedule of Wages, which they consider themselves entitled to, and which I beg to 
request you will be pleased to submit to their Honours the Commissioners for their favourable consideration. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY REID, 
Proctor for the Claimant. 


Schedule of Wages claimed by the Master, Pilot, and Boatswain of the “Esperanga,” and the Cook brought to 


Cape Town. 
The master’s wages, from the 2nd of August, 1858, to the 2nd of April, 1859, at 
the rate of 12¢500 per month we sia ss os -» 100/000 
Selimane, for the same period, at the rate of 7$500 per month pe vs 60 000 
Faquier, for the same period, at the rate of 58000 per month Po 50 000 


The cook, from the 18th of September, 1858, the date of his embarkation at 
Mozambique, till the 2nd of April, 1859, seven months and a-half, at the 
rate of 12$500 per month ; the said cook having been engaged to supply the 
place of the cook of the “ Esperanga ” ee Ws a +. 81 250 


2818250 


(No. 54.) 
Opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


Wages : additional claim presented February 11, 1859. 


I object to receive this claim, because the claimants have already had ample time to place before the Court 
all that they wish to represent in this respect. Their first claim was presented on January 6, nine days after 
sentence ; on the 29th, three weeks afterwards, they were permitted to amend the claim first put in; and now, on 
the 11th of February, two weeks afterwards, they might fairly be called upon to abide by their amended claim. 
Should, however, the majority of this Mixed Commission decide to admit this claim, I am of opinion that no claim 
for wages can be admitted, as they are covered by demurrage, which has been already granted. 

February 11, 1859. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 


(No. 55.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 


My opinion is, that we are bound to receive any claim until the award is given, because I do not see, in the 
Treaty, anything to prevent me doing so; and I find it equitable. 
(Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 


(No. 56.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 


As the Arbitrator elected to decide all the damages in the case, my opinion respecting the wages to the four 
seamen of the “ Esperanga” is as follows :— 

That, until the case or award is settled, there is the right to receive any claim brought before the Court, as 
the Treaty does not establish the contrary. 

Besides, it is more one of the means to permit that each of the parties during this time may, if possible, 
present to the Court the opportunity of altering anything wrong, which might otherwise be awarded. 

As regards ordering the wages to be paid, no doubt this is “7 opinion, which I will give in case of the two 
Commissioners not agreeing in it—what I cannot decide now that I see this matter mentioned only on one side. 

(Signed) F. T. VALDEZ. 
Mixed Commission, Cape Town, February 11, 1859. 


(No. 57.) 
Opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


Watch, Book, Wearing Apparel, Telescope. 


Having heard the evidence adduced on both sides, I am of opinion that there is no satisfactory proof that the 
articles claimed were on board; and I therefore am of opinion that they cannot be allowed. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 


Cape Town, February 11, 1859. 
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(No. 58.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 
Having heard the evidence adduced on both sides, I am of opinion that the watch, book, wearing apparel, and 


telescope should be granted. 
(Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 





(No. 59.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 


I have marked No. 1, the first of the cases of non-agreement which I must decide. This one now being the 
question which has arisen between the Commissioners of their Majesties, respecting a book, a telescope, a watch, 
and wearing apparel, claimed for himself and others, by the master of the “ Exsperan$a,” to be paid by the captors ; 
the British Commissioner not allowing this payment, as his opinion is, that there is no satisfactory proof of such 
articles having existed on board ; and the Portuguese Commissioner being of quite the contrary opinion to that of 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner. 3 

My opinion with regard to this matter is, that almost all the captor’s evidence is conflicting, although they 
brought before the Court the witnesses they thought proper. That the claimants had only before the Court those 
witnesses the captors allowed them (against the Treaty); but, notwithstanding this, the claimants’ evidence has 
been quite equal, or correct, and unshakeable. That the master of the “ EsperanZa" (as recorded by this Mixed 
Commission) has always shown in his answers, either to the Secretary's inquiries or to the Court, the greatest 
honesty and sincerity, &c., even with regard to values of the greatest consideration, and of no comparison with the 
articles now in question. That it is a fact that the claimants and their boxes were searched ; that boxes have been 
broken open, &c., and repaired afterwards; according to the information of the Marshal of the Court, and to the 
evidence of the carpenter. That claimants and captors have had the means to intrude into the hold or cabins. 
That the “ EsperanSa” had been a whole day under the charge of a marine alone. And, finally, should it be 
the claimants’ or captors’ fault that the said articles happen to be missing now, it is, no doubt, the responsibility 
and duty of the captors to pay it to the claimants, as the vessel was under the charge of the captors. It is also, 
no doubt, quite probable or sure that all those articles, except clothes, were proper or requisite for navigation 

urposes. 
*y am glad to find, in the award case of the “ lov de Mocambique,” the opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's 
worthy Commissioner (grounded on principles similar to mine now in this case of the “ ZsperanZa"), not allowing 
the captors to take advantage of tio claimants by the fact of only bringing before the Court those witnesses they 
thought proper to bring. Therefore I am of the same opinion as that of the Portuguese Commissioner. 
(Signed) F. T. VALDEZ. 
Mixed Commission, Cape Town, February 13, 1859. 





(No. 60.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 


Finding that in the case of the “ Fatte Mabruque,” it was accepted by the Court that the Portuguese 
tonnage ot that versel corresponded to a certain English tonnage, 78 tons, I am of opipion that the Registrar, 
taking these two tonnages, will by them compute the corresponding tonnage of the “ Esperanga,” being 39 tons 


Portuguese. 
= (Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 
February 11, 1859. 


(No. 61.) 
Opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


I am of opinion that this would not be a satisfactory method, because the Court had before it, in the case 
of the “ Fatte Mabruque,” that which it has not in this case, namely, the measurements of the “ Futte 
Mabruque,” and a certificate by competent officers that she was of 78 tons British. Secondly, because the “ Fate 
Mabruque,” was an open launch of great length, whereas the “ Esperanga” was a comparatively short deep 
vessel, so that the measurement of one could not safely be applied to the other. 

But I rest my objection principally upon my belief that the Mixed Commission goes beyond its powers in 
fixing arbitrarily the tonnage of a vessel before it, for demurrage, by any other guide than the papers. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 

February 11, 1859. 





(No. 62.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 


With regard to the case of non-agreement between their Majesties’ Commissioners, respecting the method to 
find the difference between the Portuguese and the English tonnage measurement, which case of non-agreement 
L have marked under No. 2, my opinion is that both opinions are a repetition, or very much like what the worthy 
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Commissioners have already offered to my decision, which I have before given. However, it being my duty to 
setile anv question arising, old or new, I shall give my opinion in the following terms :— 

1. That 4 don’t think it is necessary for finding the said difference of measurement, that officers should give 
to the Court any certificate ; as nothing is so easy as to make a calculation when we have known the comparative 
figures and denominations for any measurement, and also as there exist some books in which it is clearly described 
that the Portuguese tonnage corresponds to a certain English tonnage. The Secretary of the Mixed Commission 
informed also the Court that the Collector of Customs stated to him that he, the Collector, would send for a 
book, which contained the differences of tons between all civilized nations ; this proving also to me in some manner 
the correctness of the idea of the Portuguese Commissioner, who told me, in one of the last sessions, that he was 
sure there was declared, in a Portuguese book (the “ Official Guide of the Artizans, &c >” I think), that the 
Portuguese tonnage corresponds to the English, with a certain increase or diminishment, and without any other 
explanation with regard to the manner of measuring. ‘Therefore I am of opinion that the Portuguese Commissioner's 
opinion must be accepted as on-. of the most easy ways to find out the said differences, or better say, as a method for 
calculating the English measurement of the “ Tepevanees” tonnage; but before I come to the conclusion of my 
decision, I shall take advantage of this opportunity to add the remark that almost everything required by the 
Treaty having been disregarded by the captors, this caused the Court to be unable to order the legal and regular 
measurement, because the vessel was not brought before this Court. The decision, thus, of the Mixed Commis- 
sion in this case of the ‘ Esperanga,” I hope, shall be hereafter more an inducement to call the captors’ 
aticntion to the strict necessity of avoiding so many irregularities practised lately by them, because complete 
compliance with the stipulations of the Treaty is the best way for not becoming responsible (as in this preseut 
casc) for larger costs, damages, expenses, &c. 

Besides, I repeat now what I have already stated when this question arose the first time between the two 
Commissioners, it may be thought that if the captors, during all the time they possessed the “ Esperanga,” did 
not measure her, it might have been in consequence of their conviction of the impossibility they would have 
hereafter to procure her condemnation and the prize-money ; or that it might be expressly only to prevent that 
they should have then to pay by the English measurement the tonnage to the claimants. 

(Signed) F. T. VALDEZ. 

Mixed Commission, Cape Town, February 13, 1859. 





(No. 63.) 
The Acting Registrar to the Mixed Commission. 


Gentlemen, Cape Town, February 14, 1859. 

With reference to the instructions with which I was honoured, by decision of the majority of this Commission, 
ou Friday last, to procure information as to the difference between an English and a Portuguese ton, for ship's 
measurement, and to take any printed table thereon as an authority for calculating the British admcasurement of 
the * EsperanSa ;” and, failing this, to calculate such British tonnage according to a paper given to me as a 
guide by His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner— 

I beg to report, that I have been all over town, to the Custom-house, to the Portuguese Consul, to Messrs. 
Se..rights, and to Hamilton, Ross, and Co., in quest of information ; and that no Table of comparative tounages 
can be procured, as far as I can gather. 

But I have learned the comparative measurements of several vessels, in tons, English and Portuguese, 
viz. — 

The “Castro,” a Portuguese vessel, of 300 tons burden on her papers, purchased by Captain Tinley at 
Melbourne, in 1853, and measured by the Customs Department there, and found to be only 221 tons British ; 

The “ Sociedade,” condemned by this Mixed Commission in 1843, 292 tons Portuguese on her papers, and only 
191 tons British, when measured by the Collector of Customs here ; 

The “ Eolo,” 168 tons Portuguese by her papers, and only 161 tons British when measured here, after her 
condenmnation in 1851. 

In every one of these cases the proportions vary ; and seeing this, I submit to the Commissioners and His 
Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator that I cannot calculate the British tonnage of the “ Esperan$a” by the paper 
given to me as a guide by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner. 

It is now quite evident to my mind, that the expression which I used in my Report, viz., “‘ the ‘ Esperan$a’ 
being about 110 tons English measurement,” (having reference to the presumed English tonnage claimed for), is an 
error. The information which I have since gathered has convinced me of my mistake; and with all respect to the 
directions of the Court, I submit that, with the discrepancies apparent in the calculations of tonnage in every case I 
have above quoted, I cannot give the English admeasurement of the “ Exsperan%a," from the two admeasurements 
of the “ Fatte Mabruque” 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 





(No. 64.) 
Opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


The paseengers in whose behalf this money is claimed, are not, in my opinion, before the Court. The captain 
not having produced any power of attorney to act for them, can only represent them in questions relating to the 
cargo; and even if he were empowered to act for them, he has produced no evidence as to the fact of the 
monev which they had in their possession having ever been taken from them. All he and witnesses testify is, 
that these three persons had 700.000, which they counted out before him and his officers, and kept in their own 

ossession. 
The reasonable conclusion is, that the money found on board, 42647000, is the money belonging to the 
captain, pilot, and serang, of whose dealings in common mention eps in ee eens and that the three 

n took their money on shore with them when they were landed at Mozambique. 
mandiad (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 


February 11, 1859. 
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(No. 65.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 


With respect to the claims brought before this Court by the master of the released prize “ Esperanga” in 
his own name, in that of his crew, of the owners of the vessel, passengers, &c., against the captors, represented by 
Captain Oldfield of the British steamer “ Lyra,” I desire to record my opinion, that having examined with great 
attention the written statements of both litigant parties, and also all the evidence brought before this Court, and 
having considered the depositions of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, and its annexes, I do think it proved clearly 
that the master of the “ Esperan®a” is correct in his statements : 5 

1. With regard to the written statements, I find that on the part of the captors they are not quite consistent 
with the evidence of their own witnesses, while the statements of the only three witnesses of the captured, who 
were brought to the Cape by the captors, are quite unanimous even under rigid cross-examination. 

2. I tind that the men placed in charge, had the means of going into the hold and cabins. It is a fact that 
some boxes were broken, and that money, clothes, &c., might have been abstracted therefrom. ‘The Marshal of 
this Court has inspected the boxes alleged to have been broken into, and has informed the Court that he fouud one 
box had been repaired, and fully proved by the carpenter. 

With respect to the money claimed, irregularity and disregard of the Treaty have produced all the difficulty 
and complaint by the master of the “ Esperan$a” against the captors ; I consider the numerous voyages made by 
Her Britannic Majesty's cruizer “ Lyra” after the capture of the “ ExperanSa,” and the delay in sending the prize 
for adjudication, to have been a violation of what the Treaty stipulates in Article I, Annex B. 

At Mozambique the captors took on board the “Lyra” the three only men they have brought before this 
Court. The captors left at Mozambique the passengers, the cook (upon whom the captors seem to throw 
suspicion now), and all the other people belonging to the “ EsperanZa,” inclusive of course of the four men wko, 
according to the claimants, had complained that the English crew were breaking the boxes, &c., at Angoxa, and 
who after this were sent on board the “ Lyra,” the “ EsperanZa” remaining for a whole day in the charge of a 
single marine; the captors leaving also at Mozambique the “ Experan"a” and her cargo, this being decidedly 
against Article 1V of Annex A. Moreover, I see that in the case of the “Fatte Mabruque,” this Court held 
that a certain Cacargy and others, who remained of their free will at Mozambique, had thereby deprived the 
claimants of the right to claim for their clothes, &c., and therefore, mutatis mutandis, in same manner, in this case of 
the “ Esperange” the captors having failed to bring down the passengers before this Court: this has put it out of 
of their power to resist the claims now made for money, &c., these same witnesses also swearing and answering 
unanimously on their evidence, as regard their own money, &c., claimed. The ‘I'reaty clearly orders that all 
the persons on board a detained vessel shall be brought to the port of adjudication, and the captors, I repeat, 
having neglected to fulfil this important Article, they have thus rendered themselves liable to all the consequences 
arising from such breach of the Treaty, principally the passengers having money on board, and this not having 
been disproved by the captors, as they have deprived this Court of the testimony of the passengers, and 
consequently the loss not having been disproved, the captors could not disprove the claim made for the money, &e., 
by the master of the * Zsperanga.” To support my opinion respecting what I have above mentioned, I can also 
quote an extract from the opinion of my colleague, the British Commissioner, in a nearly similar case, that of the 
“ Flor de MoSambique™ :— 

“The items I allude to were reserved to be settled on the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Lyra,’ simply 
because they involved a charge against persons belonging to that ship; although, so far as this communication is 
concerned, we could, of course, only look at those items whenever considered in the mere civil point of costs and 
damages. On the return of the captor to this Colony, it was proposed to hear evidence on these reserved items ; 
but this was declined, unless the whole claim was reopened. The ground assigned by the captor for this was, 
that when the claim was examined, he was not present to go into it with the claimant, and that he was not 
sufficiently represented by the prize officer. Upon this point, the opinion of this Commission is unanimous; nor do 
we at all doubt the correctness of our position, ‘The captor selected his own officer and witnesses. ‘The officer 
was reeognized by the Court as representing the captors. If he sufficiently represented the captor for the purpose 
of obtaining condemnation, if possible, and certain advantages in the shape of bounties, he must be assumed to be 
sufficient to represent him in the question of costs and damages, were the prosecution unsuccessful. So soon as 
sentence of acquittal was pronounced as to the master of the ‘ Flor de Mogambique,’ he was entitled at once to 
say, Assess my damages and let me go; and it would have been trifling with justice had he been told that he 
must await the convenience of any one. It must be borne in mind that he was more particularly entitled to this 
justice, because he had been, by the act of the captor, deprived of the privilege possessed by all British subjects 
accused of crimes, of selecting his own witnesses, having been sent here with those whom the captor chose, and no 
others ; and the property under his charge having been removed from his vessel, and the vessel herself destroyed, 
which, of course, prevented the production thereof as evidence as to the legality of his occupation.” 

I have recorded my opinion that the money must be paid to the claimants, whether stvlen by the cook or by the 
pilot of the “ Esperan’a” (the captors now throwing suspicion against those two men), or missing otherwise while 
under the captor’s charge. It remains for me only to give my opinion respecting the claims far the ivory and other 
goods preferred by the master of the “ Experan$a.” Whien before this Court, in one of its recent sessions, some 
explanation of the mark “ A.C.” was called for, it was discovered that the tusks of ivory with the said mark did 
not correspond in number, quality, and weight ; and in consequence of this the Secretary of this Commission has 
again been instructed to carefully examine the accounts of the ivory, to observe tlie marks, the quality of the 
tusks, their number, and weight. All ivory wanting of such marks be paid to the claimants, in order not to 
prejudice the owners: and all ivory found besides that described on the manifests, &c., can be of no disadvantage, 
either to the captors or to the captured, as it will be delivered to those who hereafter shall prove their rights to it. 
Thus, anything found to have existed on board according to the manifests and to the bills of lading, and not found 
in the inventory, must be charged by the Secretary of this Commission to the captors, for the claimants ; and 
anything found in the inventory, and not mentioned in the manifests, or in the bills of lading, will not be charged 
against the captors. 

Portuguese and British Mixed Commission, February &, 1859. 

(Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 
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(No. 66.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 


Respecting the question of nou-agreement which I marked No. 3 between their Majesties’ Commissioners in 
the case of the “ EsperanSa’s” award, the British Commissioner not considering it proper to pay the claimants 
any money claimed as missing, besides the barrinhas found on board, and the Portuguese Commissioner consi- 
dering it of justice to be paid to the claimants the 1,110 dollars they claim as missing {of course I understand it 
being only paid the difference between the barrinhas found, and the total amount of dollars claimed), my opinion 
in this matter is as follows :— 

1. I consider the principles of my decision on case No. 1 hold good in this case also. 

2. I also find these principles to be quite in accordance with those stated by the British Commissioner in the 
award case of the “ Flor de MoSambique.” 

3. Lam under the impression that no doubt the breach of the Treaty, by the captors, has originated this 
claim, and I quite agree with the Portuguese Commissioner's wise remark respecting so many voyages of the 
‘Lyra,’ and the detention of the “ Esperan$a” at Johanna before the prize was brought before this Court. 
Indeed, Article I to Annex A of the Treaty orders most positively that the captors must bring or send the 
captured vessel as soon as possible for judgment before the Mixed Commission, which stipulation has not been 
fulfilled. It appears the ** Lyra” went from Angoxa to Mozambique, the “ SsperanS.” having been sent under the 
charge of the captors from Angoxa to Johanna, after having gone round Madagascar, &c. From Mozambique the 
* Lyra” went to and about Quillimane, and several other places to Johanna. From Johanna the “Lyra” went 
again back to Mozambique. Meanwhile the “ SsperanZa’ still remained at Johanna, and from Johanna the “ Lyra” 
took the “SsperanZa” in tow to Mozambique. At Mozambique the captors delivered the vessel to the Governor- 
General, and brought to this Court those men of the ““S*speranZa” they thought proper, and this aguinst the 
Treaty, aud also notwithstanding a protest of the Governor-General for the breach of Article 1V of Annex A to 
the ‘T'reaty ; for the captors were bound to bring before this Court every person found on board the “Ssperan$a,” 
much more as amongst those who were left at Mozambique there were first the passengers who were now 
represented by the master in the claim for money missing, and who no doubt, by their position in the society, and 
enlightenment, of course should afford to the Court important information respecting the whole case of the 
“« Ssperanga.”’ ‘There were left also at Mozambique by the captors the very four men who complained at Angoxa 
of the English crew having broken the boxes, &c., in consequence of which, it appears, they were sent on board the 
* Lyra,” the captors remaining quite alone on board the “™speran%a ;” but the most remarkable of all this is that 
even the cook of the “ Ssperanga” (against whom the captors had suspicions) was left at Mozambique, it having 
been found preferable, as tT aomet think, to bring another cook from Mozambique to the Cape. The protest to 
which I refer is one which was sent by copy to this Court, and which was not accepted, together with some other 
documents forwarded by his Excellency the Governor-General of Mozambique, and giving plenty of information 
of the complaints at Mozambique before the authorities, of the passengers, crew, owners, &c., of the “"*speran3a” 
and ** Fatte Mabruque.” However, I may remark here that I do not at all want the said protest and documents 
as proofs for my proposal, as the evidence and the whole case of the “"=speranSa” is quite enough to support me 
in my opinion, without paying also the smallest attention to any other facts and proofs obtained from any other 
sources. It is evident that even supposing this vessel (the “SSsperanSa") not to be in the condition of being 
brought either to Table Bay or Simon's Bay (yet not remembering Port Natal, Algoa Bay, or other eastern 
places of the cireuit of this Mixed Commission of the Cape of Good Hope), this never could be an excusable 
reason for her not being brought here, at least the people; and, therefore, if the captors have not fulfilled the 
Treaty, neglecting to bring before this Court all the persons who were on board the “ SsperanZa,” the immediate 
consequence must be that it is right they (the captors) should endure the results and responsibilities of their acts 
in this case. 

4, Although Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner states in his opinion that the passengers are not before 
this Court, they are represented here by the only persons the captors permitted, and they, the passengers, ought to 
be present by the Treaty, the captors having taken upon themselves the right (above the Courts, Governments, 
&c.,) to give liberty and to dispose of the passengers, cargo, and crew, according to their (the captors’) good 
pleasure and free-will. Besides if the master represented the passengers quite enough as regard the accusation 
(see mutatis mutandis the British Commissioner's opinion respecting the ‘ lor de MoSambique’’ award) against 
ticir honour and property, &c., from the part of the captors, they (the captors) cannot help now that the same 
master should be the proper representative of the passengers, &c., in their behalf; and if the master, according to the 

sritish Commissioner's opinion, should be bound to have a power of attorney for the money claim (perhaps he has, 
however, and wishes not to act upon it, conscious as he must be of his own rights and position according to the 
stipulations of the Treaty). my opinion would be then, that if this were required, then he could not be recognized 
by the Court without presenting a power of attorney in all the other claims which have been accepted by the 
Court; and I do not believe there is a country (Morocco even, the Moor’s own country) where people have to be 
jndyed in the same Court by a certain system, law, or regulation, in what is against them, and by another quite 
aifferent law, system, &c., in what is favourable to their case. 

_ 5. As regards the British Commissioner's opinion that there was not evidence produced to the fact of the 
money having been taken from the passengers, I really cannot agree with this, finding that the three only witnesses 
of the claimants brought before this Court by the captors quite agree in their depositions, as I have mentioned, 
and observing the master offered for inspection his log-book, or book of accounts; while the witnesses of the 
captors are conflicting in their opinions, and agree that perbaps the piloto or the cook of the “ Esperanza” ought 
to be suspected, having been found going into those places where the valuables on board were kept, under strict 
orders and measures of inviolability ; and the captor’s witnesses also stating that some of themselves (the captors) 
went down to the said places (though they candidly tell us, “ Oh! I did not touch anything there,” &c.), according 
to the depositions of Henry Anerson and Thomas Clarke, the quartermaster, or highest rank seamen the captors 
thought fit to have the vessel in charge—perhaps another of the reasons which unfortunately caused the claim 
for money, goods, articles, &c., missing, and William George Webber's deposition in behalf of the captors. 

Under these circumstances, deploring that the captor's irregularities and breaking of the Treaty should cause, 
I believe, this claim, and paying no attention now to who committed the acts which originated the claim, but only 
considering that anything missing on board is on the responsibility of that one under whose charge the vessel, 
cargo, men, &c., were, and finding the captors had all the power, control, and responsibility of the prize and the 
men, &c., | am of opinion that my worthy colleague the haeg iow Commissioner 's opinion shall be observed and 
fulfilled, the money claimed being paid to the master of the “ Esperanga.” 


Mixed Commission, Cape Town, February 13, 1859. of 
(Signed) FRANCISCO TRAVASSOS VALDEZ. 
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(No. 67.): 
Mr. Reid ta the Acting Registrar. 
Sir, - Town, February 14, 1859. 
The claimant, finding that a vessel will probably sail from Table Bay for Mozambique about Thursday next, 
and being desirous that the award should be made in time to allow him to leave the Cape by the said vessel, has 
instructed me, with the view of expediting the sear, to waive the claim of eleven sailors for clothes taken 
i 


from them, amounting to 1654%000 ; being willing rather to satisfy the same out of his own funds at Mozambique 
than to lose the present opportunity of a passage. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY REID, Proctor for Claimant 


(No. 68.) 
Mr. Reid to the Acting Registrar. 


Sir, Cape Town, February 13, 1859. 

When I brought in the specified claim in this case, blanks were left opposite store-rent, freight, deterioration 
of cargo, and loss of market, because, although the claimant considered himself entitled to claim for those things, 
he was unable to name the sums which ought to be charged. I therefore considered it expedient, in order that no 
delay might be caused on my part in bringing in the account, to bring these claims before their Honours the 
Commissioners, reserving to the claimant the right to insert the figures after I had been able to make further 
inquiry on the subject. This, I consider, would not prevent their Honours from settling, in the meantime, the 
principle as to whether such claims ought to be allowed or not. 

In regard to one of these items, store-rent, I understand they are of opinion that something ought to be 
allowed, the amount of which you have already taken the trouble to ascertain. 

With respect to deterioration of cargo and loss of market, I now inclose a Memorandum of the amount, which, 
in the opinion of the Portuguese Consul (a gentleman whose competency to judge in such matters will not be 
disputed), ought to be claimed; the sum is 144,704. Mr. Thomson has gone carefully into the subject, and I 
only received the Memorandum yesterday. 

The amount of freight cannot easily be ascertained, and, if the claimant could in any way be assured that the 
consignees will pay the freight on the delivery of their goods at Mozambique, without making any counter-claim 
for.damages or otherwise for the non-delivery of the goods for such a long period, he would be disposed to give 
up this claim; but as he has no guarantee that such will not be the case, he considers it his duty to press for the 
allowance of this claim. 

I have examined a translation of the particulars of the bills of lading, and I find the rate of freight mentioned 
only in two or three; the others state the rate to be as per agreement, and others so much per cent. Without, 
therefore, pretending to have ascertained the amount with perfect accuracy, I have estimated 460,000 as within 
the phere sum, judging from the rates mentioned in some of the bills of lading, and allowing for certain freight 
paid at Sofala. 

I have therefore to request that I may now be allowed to fill in the respective figures above mentioned in the 
specified claim. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY REID, Proctor for Claimant, 
(Memo.) 
One-half on 22 bags rice, 44 panjas os a as -- 1147000 
” 58 en (fine), 110 panjas ie ai a 3 480 
” 9 ” (clean), 18 panjas si es -- 10 800 
” 1 bag mugo, 2 panjas 4% ee we sie 300 
= 8 bags Indian corn, 16 panjas os os - 2 000 
” 150 bags gingelly seed, 300 panjas_. mC -. 52 500 
” 3 bags muchuera, 6 panjas.. +e we se 2 400 
” 26 bags amandoim, 52 panjas +e . +e 6 500 
One fourth on 14 arrobas 30 Ibs. beeswax a . +» 26 812 
144 704 
(Mem.—No. 69, Registrar's Report.) 
(No. 70.) 
Mr. Reid to the Acting Registrar. 
Sir, Cape Town, February 17, 1859. 


The claimant, understanding from the report that the sum claimed for demurrage has been so much reduced 
as to be, in his opinion, inadequate to compensate the owner of the vessel for the expenses and injury sustained by 
the long detention thereof at Mozambique, has instructed me to claim, in terms of Section A, Article VII, of the 
Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, the sum of 2,125 dollars, for 
special damages occasioned to the vessel by the said detention. That the vessel will require repairs, such as 
caulking, coppering, painting, and otherwise, in consequence thereof may, I understand, be proved by any compe- 
tent nautical man. f 

I am again instructed to request that the claim for freight and loss ot market may be allowed. 

And also, seeing that demurrage has been allowed according to the said report to the Ist of May, e as the 
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claimant has been informed that the vessel referred to in my last letter will not take the ‘master of the 
“ espa a ” and his men as passengers to Mozambique unless they will guarantee a cargo for the said vessel, a 
thing which it is impossible for them todo, the claimant desires me to request that their Honours the Commis- 
sioners will, under these circumstances, grant demurrage til] the 15th of May, before which, in all probability, he 
will not arrive at Mozambique. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY REID, Proctor for Claimant. 





(No. 71.) 
The Acting Registrar to Mr. Reid. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, 
; February 16, 1859. 
I am directed by the Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, praying to 
be allowed to place certain sums, according to the tenonr of your letter, against the items for loss of freight and 
deterioration of cargo, and loss of market, left blank in Hussein's first claim: and I have to inform you that the 
Commissioners have allowed the sum of 144$704 for deterioration of cargo; but that the item for loss of freight 
has already been decided upon, and cannot be allowed. 


Sir, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. T. SMITH. 





(No. 72.) 
The Acting Registrar to Commander Oldfield. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, 
Sir, February 16, 1859. 

I am directed to inform you that the Proctor for the claimant in the case of the “ E’speranga” has brought in 
this day a petition praying to be allowed the sum of 2,125g000 for special damages for caulking, painting the 
vessel, &c., and that, by 2 majority of the Mixed Comutission, the sum of 250/. has been allowed for this item. 

The claimant also requested that the claim for freight and loss of market might be allowed. 

Upon this item the Commissioners decided that the Registrar’s report should stand. 

The claimant further begs that, seeing that demurrage has been allowed, according to the said report, to the 
lst May, and as the claimant has been informed that the vessel referred to will not take him and his men as 
passengers to Mozambique unless they will guarantee a cargo, a thing which it is impossible for them to do under 
these circumstances, the Commissioners will grant demurrage till the 15th May, before which, in all probability, 
claimant will not arrive at Mozambique. 

Upon this item, it was ordered by the majority of the Commission that the Registrar's report be re-amended 
to May 15th. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. T. SMITH. 


(No. 73.) 
Captor’s Notes on Claim and Award. 


Item No. 1. (a). Award for loss of anchor.—No comment is made on this award by the captor, further than 
he is of opinion that the Registrar's award is one quite in accordance with his own opinion as to the value of the 
anchor claimed compensation for. 

(c). Award for a new cable-—This is an award objected to by the captor on the grounds that evidence has 
been produced in Court that the cable, although cut at Angoxa, waa reclaimed, and was afterwards landed at 
Mozambique, as is shown in the inventory of ship’r stores there landed (or taken nee of by the Portuguese 
authorities). That the cable parted at Johanna is clearly proved by the loss of the aychor there; but that an 

ortion of the cable was lost, the captor denies in toto, as the parting took place in consequence of the clinc 

ing rusted, or chafed through. The cable, with the exception of the six or ten feet taken up in splicing it, 
and in forming a new clinch, was in no way shorter on being taken charge of by the authorities at Mozambique 
than it was when found on board the “ Esperanga” at the time of her seizure by the captor. 

The amount that should be awarded as compensation for the splice cam be ascertained on reference to the 
Marshal, or other seafaring man. 

(d.) On this award the captor has no comment to make further than that already recorded by the 
Registrar. 

“oN The information rendered by the captor to the Registrar as to the Justice of an award being granted, was 
not rendered until after a strict and careful inquiry as to the truth of the supposed spoliation had been made by 
the captor. 

Tern No. 2. Award for demurrage. On this award the captor has no comment to make further than that 
he is of opinion that, by the Ist of April, the claimant can be at Mozambique, should an 5 none ond offer itself 
before the end of the month—four to six weeks being an ordinary PF esp. from this port to Mozambique. 

Item No. 3. Relative to these claims, the captor begs respectfully to remark, that by reference to the evidence 
elicited on the 1st, 2nd, and Srd of these claims, no evidence has been produced to warrant the awarding of them. 
Relative to the fourth, evidence has heen elicited to the effect that some portion of the rice was parvaken of by the 
claimant and his crew, between the time of their capture and the delivery over of their vessel and cargo to the 
Portuguese authorities at Mozambique, irrespective of uny that might have been eaten by the claimant, his crew, 
or passengers, on the passage between Sofala and the place of capture. 
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Relative to the fifth claim, no evidence has been elicited that any seed was destroyed by the crew of the 
“ Lyra ;” but that six bags were missing on the landing of the cargo at Mozambique, is proved by the difference 
between the quantities shown on the manifest and inventory. e former sets forth what was shipped at Sofala, 
and the latter what was landed at Mozambique. The difference shown is thought by the captor to hare arisen by 
the bursting of the number of missing bags—either by their being broken in the stowing of the cargo, re-stowing, 
or landing of the same. Relative to the sixth claim, the evidence elicited in Court sandy proves no musket to 
have been lost. 

Relative to the awards marked “Ivory: (a.) Elephants’ teeth, (b.) Hippopotamus’ teeth,” the captor has no 
objection to the Registrar's first award; but must pointedly call the attention of the Commissioners to their 
decision, as, without taking into consideration the fact that the weight of ivory delivered at Mozambique is actually 
in excess of that noted in the manifest, they have, nevertheless, decreed the large sum of 514 dollars because the 
marks on certain teeth on the inventory do not correspond with those on the manifest. Surely, if the teeth 
particularized by marks in the manifest are considered as missing because those same marks are not found on the 
teeth delivered at Mozambique, it would be but just that the teeth actually delivered at Mozambique should be 
accounted for to the benefit of the captors, as a set-off against the claim pet which, as has been already stated, 
would more than have counterbalanced it. 

2. Wasx.—The captor offers similar remarks as in the case of the ivory. Award is granted for a certain 
quantity noted in the manifest, viz., 11 arrobas 3 lbs. The inventory proves that 16 arrobas 3 lbs. were delivered 
at Mozambique, and because the marks on the parcels comprising these two quantities do not correspond, award is 
given for the full value of the first quantity; the delivery of the second, namely, 16 arrobas 3 lbs., being com- 
pletely ignored. 

i 4. Milho.—The remarks made by the captor on the two preceding. awards refer to this one; and the 
Resear award is in accordance with the captor’s opinion as to the award that ought in justice to all parties to be 
awarded, 

Item 7. Missanga (Beads).—Relative to this award, the captor only has to state that on his inspection of 
the hold and cargo, prior to the seizure, a box was by him discovered in the starboard run, open, which box 
contained beads, and under those circumstances he does not for one moment wonder at the deficiency claimed 
compensation for. That none of the beads were abstracted by the prize-crew, or others of the “ Lyra’s” crew, 
the captor feels confident of, or as confident as a gentleman can be without being able to make oath to the same. 
The captor further begs to state that the claimant, in support of the charge of plundering against the prize-crew, 
or others of the ‘“‘ Lyra’s” crew, has produced no evidence which, in his opinion should militate against either him 
or any of his crew. 

9. This award the captor makes no further comment on, further than that he is not aware of the nature of 
the article here awarded compensation for; but is quite satisfied with the Registrar’s award, although not with that 
decreed by the Commissioners, by which the sum awarded is increased, for similar reasons, as stated in my remarks 
on ivory and wax, 

10. Rice——Six quisapos are shown to have been landed less than those noted in the manifest. As the 
Registrar surmises, and as is avowed by the claimant, a portion of the rice on board was eaten by the crew of the 
“ Esperanga;” the quantity consumed should justly have been deducted from the six quisapos stated to be missing. 
How can it be reconciled with justice that award should be given against the captor for twelve quisapos, when only 
six at the most appear to be deficient, of which, as stated, a portion has been consumed by the claimant and his 
crew ? 

12. Gergelim.—Relative to this award the captor is willing to allow that six bags were landed less than were 
embarked ; and that those six bags the captor thinks were probably destroyed or damaged either in the stowing of 
the cargo, or else in breaking out, landing, or storing of the same. That any neglect took place on the part of 
the prize, or other of the “ Lyra’s” crew, to cause the said destroyal or damage, I ony in toto as having been 
proved in the very slightest manner, as will be seen on reference to the evidence which accompanies these my 
remarks on the several awards. 

Relative to the awarding ninety-six, instead of six bags, the captor considers the same injustice has been done to 
him as in the case of the ivory, wax, and rice. 

14. Ship's Stores.—The Registrar's award is in accordance with the captor’s opinion as to what should be 
granted in justice to the claimant, and has no further remark to make thereon. 

Item 5. Claimed for Personal Property Lost: (a.) Claim for a silver watch removed from the vessel by the 
captors.—Relative to thie award the captor is of opinion that no award ought to be granted. The opinions 
expressed by the Registrar on this subject are quite in accordance with those of the captor. ‘The captor calls to 
the notice of the Commissioners the strange place the watch, alleged to be used for the purposes of navigation, was 
stated to be kept in, as in most vessels such watches are kept in a box, or about the person of the captain or person 
who navigates, “so as to insure the very tenderest treatment,” as, if subject to other, they are of no use as the 
only watch used in the purposes of navigation. 

This is one of the claims, as stated by the Registrar not to have been made when the first claim was rendered, 
and not until nine days after the Court decreed the freedom of the vessel, and has in my opinion no right to be 
entertained. 

(c.) The captor has no comment to make relative to the justice of an award for the book stated to have been 
lost, further than that already recorded by the Registrar. 

(d.) The captor has no comment to make on the award, further than that which has already been recorded by 
the Registrar: “ This is another of the claims tendered nine days after those tendered on the freeing of the vessel, 
and not when the first claim was rendered, and ought not, therefore. in the opinion of the captor, to be entertained. 

(f-) Claimed for specie or money removed from the vessel belonging to the following persons :—the master, 
Daga Lacman, Calachande Ramachande, Bava Ismail, pilot, and boatswain. 

Against this award the captor protests most strongly. 

The evidence before the Court, produced by the captors, proves most clearly that the sum there produced, 
except two ingots of gold, was found in one hox lying in that portion of the cabin specified by the master of the 
“ eranga” as that occupied by Calachande Ramachande; and that, with the exception of these two ingots, 
which were found in a box in the hold, no money was discovered in any other box or place. ! 

According to the evidence given. by the claimants, those passengers or others who counted out their money 
in the presence of the master and his two officers, the pilot and serang, afterwards restored the sums possessed by 
them respectively to their own separate boxes. : : 

Althongh the master assigned, as a reason for the knowledge’ possessed by the pilot and serang of each other's 
treasures, that trading was at the time taking place between them, yet the serang swears no such occurrence was 
taking place. 

captor asks how, in the face of this evidence of the divisions of the money, and the sare . anything 
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like money transactions between the parties subsequently to the division so clearly proved, the money was actuall 
found altogether, in one box ; and submits that, as the master’s statement in ve instance is proved by his we 
evidence to be false, his assertion of the presence of the large amount asserted to belong to himself and passengers 
is bag rong te A of one “~ os 
e.—The captor, on the granting is award, has no comment to make further than that he has 

already been awarded by the Registrar 

t and 7.) Claim for Wearing Apparel of Si and Pilot.—The captor is of opinion that the loose 
manner in which these claims are made should have precluded their being attended to at al independent of the 
evidence in possession of the Court upon the subject). Does it not appear strange to the Commissioners the 
strange oblivion of the claimants as to the articles lost from their wardrobes ? 

a The captor thinks the opinion expressed by the Registrar on this claim a right one, and therefore thinks 
no award should be granted. 

(n.) The claim, in this case, is for the expenses of the master of the “ Esperanga's” private servant, a man 
in no way connected with the “ Esperanga,” and, as a favour to the master, allowed on board the “ Lyra” to attend 
on the master. ‘The captor, therefore, objects to this award. 

None of the crew, passengers, or servants from the “ Esperanga” were landed against their will. 

The gangway was left open, and only those that the captor considered absolutely necessary for the vessel's 
trial at this port were retained on board against their inclination. 

(0 and Pp? The captor has no objections to raise to these claims and award other than that given in the case 
of the like claim and award in item marked (m). 

9. Deterioration of Cargo and Loss uf Market.—The captor raises no objections to the awarding of the 
sum of 14447704, although ivory is not an article of commerce that deteriorates much by age, neither will rice or 
gergelim when stored in such buildings as the Custom-house at Mozambique. ‘ 

“a ‘ a Fo ae R. . er FIELD, 
ommander of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and Captor of the Portuguese 
’ September 6, 1858. ‘i Ai. “ Esperanca.” ied - 


(No. 74.) 
Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 


Notwithstanding the remarks brought forward by both parties in the case, I am still of opinion that everything 
that has been decided is right, just, and according to Treaty ; and notwithstanding, also, the proof we have given 
of our wish that‘everything might be cleared, by granting, now, the permission of the reading of the said remarks, 
I have, however, to decide that I cannot agree that any reflections made by both parties, claimant and captor, 
nt the final decision of this Court (principally in those cases when the Arbitrator has resolved the matter), 
should have the smallest influence, or could do any change to our sentences; because there are the dispositions of 
the Treaty, which is above all, and therein is positively decided that in those cases of arbitration, after the confer- 
ences of the Commissioners with the elected Arbitrator, the final sentence is arranged by the majority of the three, 
which proves there cannot take place anything else after final sentence, or the end. 

It is quite reasonable, and of justice, that when any claim is brought before the Court both parties should be 
informed of it, in order to present their reflections upon the matter for the decision of the Court; but I cannot 
agree that any of the parties should have an opportunity, or the hope, of making their reflections to the Court 
upon anything decided by the Mixed Commission, because, as already stated in this Tribunal in one of the last 
sessions, both parties have the right to direct themselves to both Governments, who alone have the right to do 
what they think best for in future having the things in the proper order, should the Governments not be pleased 
with our decisions, which, I believe, will not be the case. 

If the proctors of both parties have not been informed, <a of the nature of any claim brought before 
this Court, and if they have neglected to request to be informed of all that might go on taking place, it is not our 
fault. ; 

We (I and the Portuguese Commissioner) must be conscioas that we have always shown our t desire that 
everybody should have all latitude for their justice in this Court; and though not being permitted by the Treaty 
to receive any protest or reflections upon what the Mixed Commission has decided, I and my Portuguese colleague, 
we have, however, proved our willingness to accept, not as Commissioner and Arbitrator in this Mixed Commission, 
but as Portuguese public officers, any claim or representation which any of the litigant parties, or any other persons, 
may think proper to produce against ourselves; and I also again promise that we shall be very glad to forward to 
the Government of Bis Most Faithful Majesty any such protests or reflections against ourselves, which, I repeat, 
we would do, not as Judges of this Court, as the Treaty does not allow it, but as Portuguese public officers. 

Now that I have seen written clearly what are the gery of both Commissioners respecting the cable, my 
opinioa is, that, besides the reasons above mentioned, by all other reasons I must agree with the Portuguese 
Commissioner's opinion. 

Mixed Commission, February 17, 1859. ' 


(No. 75.) 
Opinion delivered by Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner, February 19, on giving the Award. 


Before pronouncing the award of the Court in this case, I wish to observe that the allegations made 
against the captors in the claim presented for our consideration, have not, in my opinion, been substantiated by the 
evidence filed on'behalf of the claimant. . 

The evidence brought forward hy the captors is certainly on some points contradictory, but not more so than 
might be expected from men’ who are not repeating a made-up story, but telling the truth to the best of their 
recollection of what took place some four of five months before the time at which they are called on for their 
testimony ; and Commander Oldfield appears to me to have taken all customary precautions for the security of the 
property seized; and that he treated he ns detained with kindness, is shown by their owa testimony. But 
‘though any proof of unlawful taking and violence is, in my opinion, wanting, still the captors, having taken 
possession of the schooner and her cargo, are answerable for all 'nsses, however caused, up to the time of her 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 77 


restoration to her owners ; and the value of all goods and property the existence of which on board at the time of 
her detention has been proved to my satisfaction, is now awarded with my full consent and approbation. 

In respect to some of the items, my opinion has been overruled by the majority of the Court, viz., with respect 
to the following items: the amount allowed for special damage ; the amount ps rave for demurrage ; any allowance 
for some of the items of the missing cargo; any allowance for clothes, personal property, and money, relative to 
the presence of which the proof is, to my mind, unsatisfactory ; as to the right of the master to represent the 
passengers before this Court in matters not relating to the cargo, witbout any legal authority from those persons, 
or auy allegation even from them that they have suffered loss; and as to any allowance for wages and subsistence 
money in addition to demurrage. 

‘0 the decision of the Court on these points I respectfully bow, while I feel it my duty to record my dissent 
from the award in these particulars. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 94. 
Report by the Acting Registrar in the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanca.” 


To padeend and well-beloved the Commissioners named in the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of 
ope. 


WHEREAS, by your Decree of the 2&th of December last, you pronounced the said ship, cargo, and stores 
to have belonged as claimed, and decreed that the same, or their value, should be restored to the claimant, for the 
use of the owners and proprietors thereof, with costs, damages, and expenses; and referred the consideration of 
such costs, damages, and expenses to your Registrar; and on the 6th day of January following, you referred an 
account, brought in on behalf of the claimant, of the costs, damages, and expenses, to report thereon: And 
whereas, on the 29th day of January, 1859, a petition was brought in by the claimant, praying to be allowed to 
amend his claim, by claiming for such articles as are shown by the manifest to have been shipped, and do not 
appear on the inventory made at Mozambique; and on that day your Honours referred the same to your Registrar 
to report thereon: And whereas, on the 13th day of February, a petition was presented, praying that in items of 
deterioration of cargo, loss of market, and store-rent, a schedule of amoun's might be filled into the spaces hitherto 
left blank in the first claim, and on that day was referred to your Registrar to report thereon : 

Now [ do most humbly report that, having taken the same, together with what was urged by the parties and 
their agents, on both sides, into consideration, I am of opinion that the claimant is entitled, under your said 
Decree of the 28th December last, to the various sums set forth in the schedule annexed hereto. 

All of which is humbly submitted by 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, February 14, 1859. 


{N.B. Many of the packages referred to in this inventory being marked in Arabic characters, they are dis- 
tinguished by an asterisk (*).] 





Sum claimed | Sum allowed| Amended 
by Master. | by Registrar. | Sum alldwed. 





Item No. 1.—Special Damages to Ship, Sc. 


a. Claimed for an anchor lost at Johanna, after the vessel was seized, 
,and whilst she was in the hands of the captors ee 

The master’s statement, in confirmation of this claim, was 
simply that, after capture, an anchor was lost at Johanna. 

As the captor acknowledges the anchor was so lost, I think 
that the value of the anchor should be granted to the claimant. 
The Marshal considers 50$000 a fair sum, and I award it .. ee 5047000 

Ordered, by decision of the two Commissioners, February 1, 

1859, to be amended to the sum claimed .. <n es “ 654000 
6. Claimed for a launch boat lost by the captors at Mozambique, 

the same having been taken from the “* Esperanga,” and which, 

after having been used by the captors, was anchored by them, 

and subsequently swamped and lost whilst in their charge ..| 100/000 

The master states that this boat was taken away and put on 
board the steamer; but whether it was sunk or stolen, he does 
not know; all he knows is, it was lost; and the value of the 
boat was 100,$000, because it was of teak wood. 

The captor states that the boat was retained on board the 
“Lyra,” for the use of the claimant and his crew, who so used 
it. It was anchored off the ship one night at Mozambique, and 
was not to be found in the morning. 

I consider that the captors are fairly responsible for this boat, 
which they removed, unless it can be shown that the boat left 
with the schooner was of the same value as the one now claimed, 
and was handed over with the vessel to the Governor-General ; 
and this does not appear to have been done, as no boat is 
mentioned in the inventory. 

The captor was unable to pass a decided opinion as to the 
value of the boat lost, but thought 60g000 an approximate 
value; and the Marshal, considering that on the coast teak- 
wood in the commonest material, used as we would use deal, 
mentioned 40000 as an ample valuation. I therefore award .. os 4047000 

Ordered, by decision of the two Commissioners, February 1, 

1859, to be amended to the sum of oe Pr i an ‘s 6047000 


6547000 
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Sum claimed | Sum allowed | Amended 
by Master. | by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 





— —_ —— 


c. Claimed for a new coir cable, with which the “‘Esperanga” was 
anchored off Angoxa, and which was cut in the middle by the 
captors, in consequence of their being unable at the time to get 
up the anchor ‘ig a x ee = 

Hussein has stated that at the time this cable was cut at 
Angoxa he wae on board the man-of-war, and that he was close 
enough to see ; and in his affidavit of January 6, this statement 
is corroborated. 

The captor considered this claim unfounded, as although part 
of acable might have been lost by the captors, it could not 
have been by a procedure such as detailed in the claim ; and 
the Marshal coincided with the captor, and stated that no part 
of a cable could have been lost without losing an anchor also; 
und the master has made no claim for a second anchor, 

But on the 25th of January, the master gave a further expla- 
nation of this claim, as follows: That the cable was cut, and 
the anchor and part of the cable buoyed, so that they were 
afterwards recovered, and were put on board again; that the 
anchor was used at Johanna, and was there lost; and that the 
cable having been cut was rendered useless as such. 

[ am of opivion that further evidence on this claim is 
desirable ; and if it be clearly proved that the cable was cut, as 
stated, I consider the claimant entitled to compensation for it, 
deducting from the price of a coir cable the approximate value 
of the injured one. 

On further evidence being produced, it appears that the cable 
was cut. 

In the Marshal's opinion, 151., or 67$500, is an ample price 
for a coir cable at Mozambique; these cables being manu- 
factured in India, and costing there, for a vessel like the 
“ Esperanga,” about 101., 5/. (50 per cent.) is added thereto 
for transport to Mozambique. At this port, so much further 
from India, a coir cable, twice as large as needed for the 
“ Experanga,”’ can be had for 25/. 

I recommend the sum of 67$500 to be allowed, less 51., or 
228500, for the part cable remaining on board ship, say te ai 4547000 

Ordered, by decision of the two Commissioners, February 9, 

1859, to be amended to = a ate se ihe si 674500 

d. Claimed for 2 brass rods for the gangway, removed from the 
vessel by the captors .. oe ee ee : 

The master states that he and his serang saw these rods 
taken away and brought to the “ Lyra,” and that he afterwards 
saw them on board the man-of-war. 

The captor states that he is not aware of the abstraction of 
these rods, which he had seen on board the “‘ Z’speranga,” and 
of their loss the claimart never acquainted him, though he was 
frequently asked if any property was missing, and always 
answered, No, 

The Marshal thinks that such a proceeding was unlikely, as 
gangway-rods are fixtures to a ship, and their absence would 
have been immediately noticed by the naval officers who made 
the inventory ; but I submit that these gentlemen would only 
put down what they actually saw on board, and would not 
note the absence of such fixtures as they did not see. 

Some further evidence on this point is, I would submit, i 
advisable. 

Sum claimed allowed, by decision of the two Commissioners, 
February 2,1859 —... ae «“e - ee ie 

e. Claimed for a bag of flags, removed from the “ Esperanga” ..| 30 000 ; 

Of the contents of this bag of flags, 2 were brought into- 

Court, and are at the disposal of the claimant; 2 others, 
stated to be | Portuguese and 1 French ensign, were not pro- 
duced before the Court. 

I have referred to the Marshal for the valuation of the 
missing flags, and he states that 5g000 would be a fair valua- 
tion, the flags not being made of bunting but cotton. 

I therefore allow this sum for the 2 missing flags .. ee an 5 000 

The bag of flags having been produced in Court, February 3, 
and recognized by claimant, this claim falls to the ground. 

Jf. Claimed for special damages, in the shape of caulking, painting, 
coppering vessel, in consequence of detention oe -|2,125 000 
is claim was put in on the 16th of February, after the 
Registrar's Report was in the hands of the two proctors. 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 

sion, that the sum of 2501. be allowed, say = ae ee ee 1,125 000 


8047000 


20 000 
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tem No. 2. 


a. Claimed for demurrage from September 6, 1858, to the probable 
date at which the vessel and cargo may be taken over by the 

r da: : 
In making this claim for demurrage, at 5/. ik per diem, it 
appeared to me that the claimants took the oo English 
rst considered that 
as the vessel's passport mentions that she is only 39 tons, and 
as the Treaty makes use of the words “tons” and “ tonneladas,” 
without specifying English or Portuguese, I could only allow 


owners, say Ist April, 1859, 236 days at 253000 


tonnage, and calculated accordingly. I at 


demurrage for a vessel of 39 tons. 


A difficulty then presented itself, inasmuch as the Treaty 
does not mention vessels under 100 tons as coming into the 
scale of demurrage; but [ conceived that the rule intended to 
apply backwards as well as forwards, and I took 1s. per ton 


per diem as the base of my calculation. 


But, upon making a calculation of the monthly wages, as 
shown on the muster-roll ; of the assumed cost of food for the 
crew, 14 people at ls. per diem each; I found that at the rate 
I first intended to allow, there would remain but 3g000 per 
diem to cover interest on ship's cost, insurance, wear and tear, 
and ship’s earnings. This is manifestly not enough; and I 
have the opinion of an experienced merchant and ship-owner 
here, that such a vessel as the “ Esperanga” would earn from 
120/. to 150/. a-month gross; and that the sum left per diem, 
3000, was certainly quite inadequate to meet the expenses it 


was intended to cover. 


My first calculation, at the Portuguese tonnage, and propor- 
tionate reduction of demurrage, being therefore evidently erro- 
neous, it only remains for me to allow for English tonnage, and 
the ‘‘ Experanga” being about 110 tons English measurement, 
she will receive, under the Treaty, 5/. per diem demurrage. 

I beg to point out that the claim is made out for 236 days, 
while there are only 208 days from September 6 to April 1, 


both days inclusive, viz. :— 


September (from 6th to 30th) +. 25 days 
October ae ee a Ob = 
November oe es se 80 w% 
December we os a SL © 
January <7 ee on CL aw 
February we 7 vx 36 ws 
March aa we we “Oh ay 
> April .. os oo « Lb w 
208 days 


and the sum claimed, which is 5,900$000 should be 5,200¢000. 

I am prepared to allow full demurrage at the rate I now 
propose, from the 6th September, the day of capture, till the 
13th of November, the day on which the vessel appears to have 
been handed over to the Governor-General, both days inclusive, 
upon the payment into Court by the claimant of the amount of 
expenses, if any, for the keep of the master and crew on board 
Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” up to that date; and from 
November 13, 1858, to April 1, 1859, demurrage less the 
wages and keep of 11 men discharged at Mozambique, and 
upon payment into Court of the expenses, if any, of the master 
and two officers, for keep on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
from Mozambique to Simon's Bay, and their expenses while 


under the Marshal’s care. 


I therefore deduct from the sum of 4,680%000, full demur- 


rage for 208 days, the following .— 


Wages of 11 men, discharged at Mozambique, 4} months’ 
wages, at 31$000 a-mouth, say 139g000; and main- 
tenance of ditto, at 0$250 per man per diem, 138 days, 


say, 379$500; total, 518%000, leavin; 


to be awarded to claimant on this item, upon his paying into 
Court 29$250, incurred by the Marshal for his support, and 
such other amounts as shall be proved to have been incurred 
for the keep of himself and 2 crew on board Her Majesty’s 


ship ‘ Lyra.” 


Ordered, by decision of the Mixed Commission, that the 
demurrage be allowed on 39 tons; and by a majority of the 
Mixed Commission, for 237 days, being to the 1st May, 1859, 


at ls. per ton per diem, or 2,089$675. 


Re-amended to May 15th, by decision of the majority of the 


‘ 





oe 


by Master. 
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Sum claimed | Sum allowed Amended 
by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 





4,162 000 
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Mixed Commission, February 17th, as the vessel by which the 
claimant and crew were to start would not sail for Mozambique 
on the day proposed .. ., + ss os *e 


b. Claimed for loss of freight 


The vessel being bound to Mozambique, I am of opinion that 
this claim cannot be maintained, as the freights will accrue to 
the owners when the goods are released from the Custom-house 
at Mozambique, and delivered to the consignees; and no 
evidence has been offered on the subject, or even a sum 
specified. I therefore disallow this item. 

Confirmed, by decision of the two Commissioners, February 
11, 1859. 


c. Claimed for deterioration of cargo and loss of market .. 


No evidence has been offered as to these claims, and no sums 
of money specified. I must, therefore, disallow these items. 

Claim for 144$704, for deterioration of cargo, put in 
February 13, 1859. 

Ordered, February 14, that the sum of 1449704 be allowed 
for deterioration of ca‘ go oe ee : <e 


Item No. 3. 


Claimed for missing cargo, viz., the difference between the goods on 


~ 


the official manifest, and the quantity landed at Mozambique, as 
per official inventory. 

The master has alleged :— 

1. That at Johanna some of the seamen of the “Lyra” threw 
3 ivory teeth on board the man-of-war; that he himself threw 
one tooth back to the “ Esperanga ;” that the vessels were close 
alongside each other. That when at Mozambique he saw the 
man-of-war boat take 2 or 3 tusks away, and take them on 
board the man-of-war. 

2. That one package of wax was missing: that the boxes 
were broken open, and that when landed at Mozambique, one 
package was missing. 

8. That one case of beads was broken open at Johanna by 
the captors, and taken on shore. 

4. That rice was missed at Mozambique, when the cargo 
was stored. 

5. That gergelim (sesame seed) was destroyed Me seamen of 
the “ Lyra,” and was missing on storing cargo at Mozambique. 

6. That one of the sailors of the capturing ship took on board 
the “I.yra” a gun; that this gun was packed up, and that it 
belonged to Theodore Roza at Mozambique. 

Upon a careful examination of the official manifest and the 
official inventory, I find that the following are the goods (and 
quantities thereof) shipped at Sofala, and the goods (and 

uantities thereof) landed at Mozambique):— 


vory. 
a. Elephants’ teeth— 
Manifest. Inventory- 
Shipped. Landed. 
356 teeth, 353 teeth, 
weighing, weighing, 
169 ar. 29} lbs. 175 ar. 17 lbs. 


There can, consequently, be no loss of elephants’ teeth, the 
difference in number and weight being 3 teeth, weighing 
upwards of 5 arrobas, in favour of the inventory. 

Ordered, by decision of the Commissioners, February 9, to 
be amended to— 

Missing: 


ar. Ibs. Value. 

1 tooth, marked TAR grosso 10... 48$900 
Qteeth, ,, * ‘is 2 8}.. 102 750 
Um BI 86c0 5 8 .. 199 500 

l tooth, ,, BI muido 012 14 250 
4teeth, ,, AC miiio 130 .. 77 500 
ltooth, , AC muido 0 6 7 125 


N.B.—The inventory prices for ivory are, per arroba, grosso, 
48g000; muido, 38000; mito, 40$000; séco does not appear, 
so I have allowed 38g000. 








Sum claimed | Sum allowed | Amended 


by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 





144 


449 


2,211.300 


704 


125 






c. Wax. 
Shipped. Landed. 
ar. lbs. ar. lbs. 
2packages .. 7 13 13 parcels ., 7 12 
2 ” «. 4 0 2 ” - 38 8 


f 


. Milho. 
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Sum claimed | Sum allowed | Amended 
by Master. | by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 














6. Hippopotamus teeth— 


Shipped. Landed. 
sil ar. Ibs. ar. Ibs, 
1 bundle, weighing 0 13 1 case, weighing 5 0 
1 box, * 1 24 1 bag, ¥5 119 
1 box, 3 4 0 10 teeth, ,, 1 6 


54 teeth, ” 2 8 4teeth, ,, 0 16 
Ginbag ,, 0 10 
8 13 8 19 
It is evident that, as it is not possible for me to find out 
whether these 54 teeth shipped were loose or packed, the only 
way to judge of the alleged loss is by taking the aggregate 
weights of the packages shipped and landed; and as the differ- 
ence is in favour of the inventory, I submit that the master’s 
statement as to the loss of ivory is not in any way borne out by 
the official documents. 
Ordered, by decision of the Commissioners, February 9, to 
be amended to— 
Missing :— 
88 teeth cavalho marinho, weighing 1 arroba 28 lbs., 
value se ee “o ee 
N.B.—-The inventory mentions two sorts of teeth of cavalho 
marinho, valued at 40$000 and at 6¢000 the arroba. I have 
allowed at an average, say 35$000 per arroba. 


6537625 





| ly» - 2 8 
1 » o 2 2 
1 L 6 





Here again the difference is in favour of the inventory, so 
that Hussein's statement as to the loss of one package of wax 
is not substantiated by the papers. 

Ordered by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 9, to be amended to— 

Missing : ar. lbs. 

2 packages, BI . 40 és 30g000 

2 ” = - 7 8 oe 52 500 
————— 82 500 
The inventory price for the wax being 7$500 per arroba. 


Mendoim. 
Shipped. Landed. 
2 quissapos 4 panjas. 1 quissapo. 

9 


11 
In this article there appears on the inventory an excess of 
15 quissapos. 
Ordered, by decision of the Commissioners, February 9, to 
be amended to— 
Missing : 
1 quissapo, marked TA, 2 panjas, which, at inventory 
price, 0$250 per panja, is ap ee ee 


Shipped. | Landed. 
6 quis., measuring 12 panjas. 9 quis. 
In this article there is, by the inventory, an excess of 3 
quisrapos. née 
Ordered, by decision of the Commissioners, February 9, to be 
allowed for 1 quissapo missing, marked TM, at inventory 


reais o- . . oe oo oe 


Shipped. | Landed. 
5 empty barrels. 5 empty barrels. 


Crass A. M 
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Sum claimed | Sum allowed | Amended 
by Master. | by Registrar. } Sum allowed. 








g- Orchilla-weed. 

Shipped. Landed. 

15 .. 62ar. | 15 packages .. 62 ar. 
a 2 ” . 2ar. 25 Ibs. 
An excess of 2 packages as per inventory. 

h. Missanga (Beads). 

Shipped. Landed. 

3 boxes. 3 boxes. 

1 small ditto. 


4 

This corroborates the statement of the master, that 1 box of 
beads is missing; but ay the allegation made involves a charge 
of plundering on the part of some of the crew of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Lyra,” I submit that further evidence will be desvrable. 
I would also remark, upon the value of the beads, that the 
master claimed 900000, and that the beads landed were valued 
at 7¢000 the arroba; and as the 3 cases weighed 14 arrobas, 
the average per case would be, say, 35000. 

Ordered, by decision of the Commissioners, February 11, to 
be allowed, one-half case at inventory price, say es 
Muzo (vegetable). 

Shipped. Landed. 
1 quissapo. 1 quissapo. 
1 small box. 

Missing, the small box; but as the voyage had already lasted 
many days, and there were 23 people on board, I must conclude 
this muzo was consumed. 

This small box of mugo or muzo was afterwards found to be 
“mugar,” beads. 

Ordered, by decision of February 11, to be disallowed, there 
being no value on the papers, and no value given in. 


Moxoeira. 
Shipped. Landed. 
1 quissapo, 2 panjas. 2 quissapos. 
3 9 1 


*s oe 1747500 


: 
s 


J 


4 » Il » 
One quissapo is therefore missing. The price in Mozambique 
in September last was 03800 per panja; I therefore allow 
2 panjas, or.. oe we ve rr) 
Ordered, by decision of February 11, to be allowed for as 
missing— 
2 quissapos, * 
1 OM, 


” sates J ” 


oe 147600 


} panja at 0$800 per panja, 
3 say .. ee 
k. Rice. 

Landed. 


Shipped. 
73 quissapos. 


79 quissapos, 
measuring 154 panjas. 
Six quissapos are therefore wanting ; but I must remark that 
4 quissapos, amongst the number shipped, are upon the ship's 
stores, and as the vessel, with 14 persons in crew, had been 
out 26 or 27 days, I think it fair to conclude that the missing 
rice was consumed by the “ Esperanga's” people; and if an 
stores were consumed after capture, the demurrage covers suc 
items. 
Ordered, by decision of ‘he Commissioners, February 9, to 
be amended to— 
Missing : ene Pe — 
1 Sapo, 2 panjas, arroz batte .. 
4 * ™ L.N.R. 8 5 limpo - 93600 
1 ”» V.A.C.P.2 1 batte fino .. 19200 


S « * 0, {ae } 73800 


we » TR es 14, —_ limpo aa 
e inventory prices being, per panja, arroz batte, 0500; ‘ 
batte fino, 03600 3 limpo, 1g200; sliopitler making cs “3 “3 21 400 


i. Mats. me 
i Landed ! 
3 patties, and 8 mats. 
6 mats, 


I would observe that the 3 packages shipped are on the 
ship’s stores; and as it is custumary, in pe coasters as the 
“ Esperanga,” for the crews, and no doubt the passengers and 
servants, to sleep on such mats, I am of opinion that these 
packages have been opened, and that sundry mats have been 








CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 83 
SSS 


Sum claimed | Sum allowed | Amended 
by Master. | by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 











distributed, leaving 2 unused, which, added to the 6 shipped 
(Manifest No. 4), make up the & mats landed. 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 9, that these mats be considered expended on 
the vessel. 

m. Gergelim. 
Shipped. Landed. 
156 quissapos. 150 quissapos. 

There are 6 quissapos missing, which corroborates the state- 
ment of Hussein, that the seed was missed, like the rice, on 
storing cargo at Mozambique; but as he alleged that the 
sesame seed was destroyed by the seamen from the “ Lyra,” 
further evidence on this point is, I submit, desirable. 

But in any case I am prepared to allow the price for the 
6 missing quissapos in Mozambique in September last, 
averaging 0%750 per panja, and each quissapo averaging 
2 panjas, I allow ‘i we se Er as 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sioa, February 9, to be amended to— 

Missing : 
10 quissapos, 15 panjas, CHC .. 10%500 
86, «190 » {9M} 1335000 


at 0$700 per panja, according to the inventory prices, or = i ws 14347500 
n. By Manifest No. 5, there appears to have been shipped by 
Calachande Ramachande— 
2 boxes clothes and eatables. 
} writing-desk. 
% brass cups. 
4 quissapos eatables. 
None of which appear on the inventory. 

I believe that J am perfectly fair in assuming that the provi- 
sions were taken on board by Calachande Ramachande, for 
consumption on the voyage, for himself and servant, and that 
they did consume the greater part thereof. (The master has 
since corroborated this.) And as to the clothes, desk, and 
cups, the captor states that Ramachande took his personal 
property with him at Mozambique. 

Confirmed, by decision of Commissioners, February 11. 

. Ship’s stores. 
Shipped. Landed. 
1 box clothes, - Missing. 

As in the case of the mats, I must assume that these clothes 
were shipped for the use of the crew, and were distributed 
amongst them, otherwise it is difficult to imagine how clothes 
could get amongst ship’s stores. : 


we 947000 


S 


3 pipes water. 3 pipes. 
2 half-pipes ditto. 2 half-pipes. 
5 barrels ditto. 8 barrels, 
or 3 more barrels per inventory. 
1 caboose. 1 caboose. 
8 coir cables, 3 coir cables. 
3 anchors. z landed, 1 claimed else- 
where, 
2 sails. 2 sails. 
1 cannon, | 1 cannon. 
4 bags rice. Claimed elsewhere. 
3 bundles mats. Ditto. 
2 Kaffir drums, | Missing. 
2 log lines. 1 piece line. 
1 ditto. 
3 mess tubs. | Missing. 
3 buckets. Ditto. 
1 tub. | Ditto. 


3 kettles. Ditto. 

In these last four items the articles must have been shipped 
for the use of the vessel and crew; and unless proof is brought 
to the contrary, I assume they were used and expended on the 

_ship and crew, and consequently are covered by the demurrage. 
2 tubs butter. | Missing. 

These are ship’s provisions: if consumed before capture, no 
claim can be made; if consumed or lost after capture, the 
demurrage covers the claim. 

1 demijohn oil. | Missing. 

This oil, most likely, was used, as in the “ Flor de Mocam- 

bigue,” both for cooking and binnacle. In any case, if consumed 
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before capture, no claim can be made; if after capture, it is 
covered by demurrage. 
3 choppers. | 2 landed, 1 missing. 

But as no doubt this one chopper was in use on board to 

chop wood for the caboose, I do not allow this item. 
2 copper vessels. Missing. 

These, and the 2 Kaffir drums (¢.e., empty kegs with sheep- 
skins on the ends), are all that I conceive can fairly be claimed. 
I allow for these articles sip st ase ea 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, to be amended to — 





Missing : 
1 package sole leather «. value 4$500 
2 drums (Kaffir) .. 9 » O 837 
3 mess kids wa me » 1012 
3 buckets... we ise » 1 687 
ltub.. si aa » O 787 
3 kettles .. oe ais » 2 360 
2 copper pots oe . » 4 500 
1 chopper * oe » O 560 
say oe 


Item No. 4. 


Claimed for costs of suit. 


Ordered to be allowed as taxed by the Registrar: say 


Item No. 5. 


Claims for personal property lost. 


a. Claimed for a silver-watch, removed from the vessel by the 


captors . .. oe a : 

The claimant states that this watch was left in the compass- 
box (binnacle); that he does not know who took it; that the 
watch was used for navigation: that he was not allowed to go 
back to the “ Esperanga,” until after the boxes were given 
back; that amongst the missing property was the watch; that 
it was no use to tell the captain of the “Lyra,” because the 
captain of the “ Lyra” had told him before that all missing 
articles would come right. 

The captor states that he asked particularly, on the 11th 
September, on restoring claimant's desk to him, whether the 
claimant had lost any property ; and he said, only aring. That 
he was again asked, on leaving the “ Lyra,” in Simon's Bay, 
in the presence of Lieutenant de Wahl, Coelho, and a seaman 
named Pascoe, if any property had been taken, and he again 
replied, No. 

I beg to submit to the Commissioners that Hussein did not 
mention the loss of this watch when he made his first claim, 
though he claimed for dollars, his box, and clothes; that, 
according to the captor, he did not mention the loss when he 
found the watch gone, nor subsequently, when leaving the 
“Lyra ;” and that his carelessness in leaving the watch where 
he states he did, renders it impossible for me to say whether it 
was taken by one of the ‘‘ Lyra’s” men, or by one of his own 
crew, four of whom were left on board for twenty-four hours 
after he was removed. 

Under these circumstances, I feel that I cannot hold the 
captors liable for this loss; and disallow the claim. 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 14, to be amended to the sum claimed ea 


b. Claimed for 3 charts taken from the pilot 


The master states that one of these charts was taken on 
board the man-of-war by an officer, and the other two were 
taken at Mozambique; the first was taken at Angoxa. 

The captor states that the charts were either left in posses- 
sion of the owners, or were produced in Court; that it was not 
till after leaving Mozambique that the one or two now in Court 
were taken possession of by tlie captor. 

I am not aware of any charts having been brought into the 
Registry, at any rate, no charts weré ever delivered into my 
charge; they must, consequently, remain in the captor’s hands, 
and I must allow a fair valuation for them. ‘The Marshal 
considers 1 dollar a-piece ample; and I award ‘ a 

These charts having been brought into Court by the captor, 





Sum claimed | Sum allowed 
by Master. 








48500 
25,8/L00 
30 000 in 
ai 3 000 

















Amended 


by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 


ee 


1546743 


25 000 
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Sum claimed | Sum allowed | Amended 
by Master. | by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 





February 3rd, and recognized by the claimant, this claim falls 
to the ground. 
¢e. Claimed for one book, by Norrie, taken from the master aa 

The master cannot state who took this book; he says the 
people from the man-of-war went backwards and forwards, and | 
afterwards, when they had their boxes given back, the property 
was missed. 

The captor states that he is certain no book was abstracted 
from the claimant's possession, as no search of his boxes was 
made, save by the officers appointed, Mr. Shacklock and 
Mr. Spong, who assured the captor that nothing had been 
abstracted. 

No mention of this loss was made to the captor at the time, 
- does it appear on the first claim; I cannot, therefore, allow 
this. 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 14th, to be amended to the sum claimed 56 ? ane 547000 

d. Claimed for wearing-apparel, removed from the vessel, belonging 
to the master AD ee ee ee 8 25 000 

The master has sworn to this item in his claim ; and has stated 
that there were lost or removed from his chest the following 
articles (amongst others):—1 shawl, value 4$500; 1 turban, 
79000; 2 pair trousers; a handkerchief. He could not tell 
exactly the other things lost, but he valued the whole at 
25g000. 

The captor is positive that not one article of the master’s 
wearing-apparel was ever taken by any of the ‘ Lyra’s’’ crew; 
and that every assistance was rendered to Hussein and his men 
to get any article of apparel or private property from their late 
vessel, after being removed to the “Lyra;” and that their 
clothes and property were entirely at their disposal: and 
further, that the claimant did not complain to the captor, on 
leaving the ship at Simon's Bay, of any loss of his property in 
clothes, and he brought his box up to town with him. 

I submit to tle Commissioners that it is desirable that 
further evidence respecting this alleged abstraction of these 
clothes from the claimant by the captors, should be produced, 
in order that a decision upon this claim be arrived at. 

Ordered, by decision of the majority of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 14th, to be amended to the sum claimed aie ~ ‘8 25 000 

e. Claimed for a gold ring... pe oe = ae 

Hussein states that he had a gold ring in his desk or box. 
The box was in the hands of the captain of the “ Lyra.” After 
the captain had given it back, Hussein missed the ring and told 
the captain, who shrugged his shoulders. 

It appears that when Hussein's desk was restored to him, 
Captain Oldfield asked him he had lost any property ; he said, 
Only a ring: that inquiry was immediately made about the 
ring, but it could not be found. The desk was taken by Captain 
Oldfield himself out of Hussein’s hands, and remained in the 
captor’s own possession till restored to Hussein in Simon's 


547000 








Bay. 

it is out of the question to suppose that Captain Oldfield 
possessed himself of the ring; but as the master is positive he 
had one gold ring in his desk and swears to the loss, and as it 
may have dropped out unnoticed when the papers in the desk 
were examined, I allow the claim ‘ as ae 547000 

Confirmed, by decision of the Commission, February 11, 
1859 ae ae ie - ss a am ate 5 000 

Jf. Claimed for specie, or money removed from the vessel, belonging 
to the following persons :— 
The master 200 000 


Daca Lacman, Calachande Tice, and Bava Tamail 700 000 
The pilot is oe ee ‘8 ° 150 000 
The boatswain .. wa 60 000 


In the bag brought into Court, there are 66 gold barrinhas, 
value 6$460 each, as appears in the “ Almanach de Portugal.” 
‘The sum brought in therefore amounts to 426$360 in gold, 
and 1 half-dollar, and 2 smail silver coins ; leaving a deficiency 
on the sum claimed of, say, 68:,g000. 

The master states he had English gold, bank notes of 
Mozambique, dollars, oncas, and so on; and | submit that it 
will be very desirable to have further evidence on this claim 
for himself, and as to how he can state the exact sum possessed 
by his passengers, and that their money was taken away. 
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Sam claimed | Sum allowed | Amended’ 
by Master. | by Registrar. | Sum allowed. 
a 





Ordered, by decision of the weeny of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 14th, to be amended to the difference between 
the money claimed and the aum brought into Court.. ee a os _| 68347000 
x. Claimed for the pilot, for one pair of compasses ee : 

The pilot has stated that the compasses were taken by one of 
the “ Lyra's” men; he does not know who. 

The captor did not consider this claim worthy of remark ; 
and I allow this, subject to further evidence if it be offered .. ie 147000 

Confirmed, by decision of the Commissioners, February 11.. “6 es 1 000 

A. A telescope .. oe a 4% ny oa 15 000 

No mention of this is made in the first claim, and the master 
merely stated to me that it was missing. 

Under these circumstances, as the captor has alleged that, in 
the presence of three witnesses. the master stated he had not 
missed any property, I must disallow this. \ 

Ordered, by decision of the i of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, February 14th, to be allowed, the sum claimed = xe Pon 15 000 

#. Claimed for wearing apparel belonging to Faquier, the boatswain 20 000 

The master has sworn to this ae and Faquier stated to 
me that he had lost some clothes, he could not say what 
exactly, but he valued them at the sum claimed. g 

But the captor states that, in the presence of three witnesses, 
at Simon’s Hay Hussein said that no property was taken from 
him or his crew; that he and his men brought their boxes up 
with them; and that all the clothes and property on board the 
Pn eal at the time of capture were entirely at their 
di 


submit that, as in the case of the alleged abstraction of 
clothes from the master, further evidence should be called for 
from Faquier to substantiate his claim. 
Ordered, by the majority of the Mixed Commission, Feb- . 
ruary 14th, that the sum claimed be allowed is ne “Fe a3 20 000 
j. Claimed for wearing apparel, belonging to Selimane .. xe 15 000 
Selimane made the same statement to me as Faquier, that 
he could not tell exactly what he had lost; but he valued his 
clothes at 15g000. 
For the same reasons as in Item i, I submit that further 
evidence is desirable. 
Ordered, as last Item ve a oe ats 
k. Claimed for 11 seamen, for clothes taken from them, at 15g000 
each “ 5 ee aie os “5 
No evidence on this point, further than the master’s detailed 
claim, has been offered to me; and I submit, that as the captor 
states that the men who were landed at Mozambique took their 
eee with them, and as no complaints appear to have been 
made at that time, I must disallow this. 

Claim abandoned, by letter from claimant's proctor, brought 
in February 14, 1859. 

t. Claimed for copper utensils removed from the vessel by the 
seamen of the “ Lyra” és és < 4 

Out of the pit: on board, 2 pots they still have for their 
cooking, and 3 more were landed at Mozambique. 

The master states that he cannot remember how many were 
on board; some were his, some his passengers’, and some his 
crew's, property. 

The captor states that the cooking utensils on board were 
removed at the. discretion of the claimant and his crew, for 
their own use, and none by the crew of the “ Lyra.” 

As the master is not hte to specify exactly the number of ' 

y pots in use, I cannot allow this claim. ' 

Confirmed, by decision of the Commissioners, February 11, 
1859. 


165 000 


| 
Item No, 6. 


4 U 
m. Claimed for in's expenses in Town , .. +-| 100 000 
I Seanes comnts thie, as teeta is allowed his lawyer's Mah 


Allowed, by majority of the Mixed Coramission .. ; Li vs a ‘86 000 
i o and p. Expenses of Faquier and Gelimme .. =... «11 50 000 | 
i Disallowed, for reasons above quoted. 


/ 
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Allowed by majority of the Mixed Commission .. 


Item No. 7. 4 
sears aa passage-money to Mozambique, 4 persons, at 50000 
each . . .. +e oe +s +e 
In the other cases recently decided, the Court allowed this 
item and rate for passage. I therefore recommend this, and 





allow oe oe ee ee oe oe 
Confirmed ¥é - <a mi, «te 000 
Item No. 8. 


Claimed for store rent for the cargo left at Mozambique. 
is no sum claimed: the master states that he knows 
store rent is to be paid at Mozambique. 

The a a to the letter of the Governor-General, 
accepting t of the “ Eeperanga” and cargo, and 
stated that if ePrenie_3 were charged, it aa fall on the captor. 

It is ee to pay rent for storing cargo in the Queen's 
warehouses; and I submit that an allowance at a tariff as 
nearly as possible approaching that of the Custom-house here, 
be made on this account, viz. :— ‘ 

For 9 barrels, 14d. each per week. 
For 23 tons rice, gergelim, &c., at 13 bags per ton, and 
at 10d. per ton per week. 
For 5,756 lbs. ivory, at ls. per ton per week. 
For rent at Mozambique— 


For barrels, say 7 a ae ee 
For rice, &c., say oe ee ee oe 
For ivory, say .. “ ee *e 
Ordered to be amended to... az es . 97° 230 











10,33547704 |4,611985 | 6,14847812 












Comparative STATEMENT of the Cargo, showing the difference between the Manifest of Goods shipped at 
Sofala and the Manifest of Goods landed at Mozambique. 


TVORY. 














. A.R. Nunes . 2 grosso, J A 
1 ditto . -| TAB Dito. . e Not on inventory. 
2 ditto * * Sacugi Musagi .  . Ditto, 
27 ditto ° -| BI | Bava Ismail ° . 27 gross, BI 9835S 
6 ditto BI | Ditto. ‘ Not on inventory. 
37 muido, BI 11 20 
Gmuido, BI 56 6 
44 ditto eres mee. Sel | La ne _ 
. a 16 26 
3 ditto wie . at Ditto . . . 1 125 3 milo BI 113 
didito . . .| B Ditto. . i 6 0 4lcera,BI 6 4 
1 case, cavalho marinho| BI | Ditto. . «. + 40 6 l case, no mark 56 0 
7 ivory teeth . + | OM | Calchande Ramachande 7 9 | Ditto. . . 7 gromo,OM 8 6 
2 ditto . ° -| OM | Ditto. * ° 0 29 | Dito, a? \e 2 OM 0299 
21 ditto . . -| OM | Ditto. 6 ot . 8 24 | Ditto. . fe 21 m OM 610 
* (90 ditto ° . -| OM | Ditto. . . . 3 23 | Ditto. . : 30 o¢ra, O M 41 
l case, cavalho marinho|} OM | Ditto. . . . 4 0/Dito. . . . se ET 18 
Givorytecth . e Ditto. .. «. .|/gromo .6 8 | Ditto. . . . $ reins 612 
ditto . . - i. Ditto. . . . |.muido Hirt Ditto. . . . yo se mi 4 
2 ditto . . . Bras Mascarenas « | greeso Ditto . a OS grosso, 
2 ditto  apthalek Aahedis BM Ditto... ... ~~ | muido 023 | Ditto. . . .}| 8 BM 02 
2 ditto . « «| BM | Dito. . . ./|eém © 7/ Ditto. . . «| eéa,BM O 8 
Bdito . , +| AC | Jamu Asane .  . | gromo 10 On manifest No.2 .| 8groso,AC 10 28 
4dito . . .| AC | Dito. . . .|milo 130 | Ditto. aisha Be aye 
Wdito . . «| AC | Dito. . . .|muldo 314 | Dito. 1”. . ie os 
Oditt . . e Lacman ies 3 16 |’On manifest No.4 . | 9 muido 6) “9 ar 
Mditto . . Ps daGa . .|gromo 24°13 | Ditto No. 6. (Marked | 25 gross, 1 18 
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In the ivory there are, therefore, as clearly as 1 can make out, 
Not on the inventory :— 


Ar. Ibs. 
1 tooth, TA R é é + grosso | O 
” * re ati ae *6 ” 2 8 
6, BI os a aie = séco 5 8 
l » ‘BI ae és ais ae + muido O 12 
4, AC : ‘ . miio 1 30 
1 AC oe oe -. muido O 6 
38 teeth, cavalho marinho a ws a << » 1 28 
Surplus on inventory, not on the manifests or conhecimentos :— 
Ar. lbs. 
8 teeth, J B as aie ois ee +. muido 2 25 
4» ‘ie aa és se +. mifo 2 5 
1 i» “e oe os “ie o. oO” 0 19 
‘The “grosso”’ ivory is valued on the inventory at . os oe big t per arroba. 
The “ muido” ivory is valued on the inventory at . oe -. 88 000 + 
The “ mido” ivory is valued on the inventory at . -. 40 000 ° 


The “s6éco” does not appear, therefore I value it as « muido,” ‘say -- 88 000 = 


The “cavalho marinho” teeth are of two qualities; one 64/000, the other 404000 per arroba. The 

tion of the class of teeth is omitted, both in the bills of lading (*‘conhecimentos”) and manifest; I 

thecale re take the average, and value the missing teeth at 3547000 per arroba. At these values the sums to be 
awarded would be :— 





Ar. lbs. 

1 tooth, TA R ar +. grosso 1 O a8 483000 
*., oe i aa 2 oe 102 750 

6. +» Bul ee ee seco 5 8 : 193 500 
1 ie mz &% » muido 0 12 on 14 250 
4 » AC +» miio 1 30 <2 77 500 
ules AS -- muido O 6 -: 7 125 
38 teeth, cavalho marinho ae 1 28 “ 65 625 
514g750 





WAX. 
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Surplus on inventory, not on the conhecimentos or manifest :— 


13 packag mark * ri 

packages . ee sla +. no vs 12 

2 ” e ee ee oe of 

1 case i die oa an : “* 3 4 

1 » . ee ee oe bad ee 2 2 
MENDOIM. 






Not on conhe- | On manifest No. 3 as | 1 quis. TAR; 1 missing 
cimentos 4 panjas 
On manifest No. 6 as | 9 quis, A I. 
22 panjas 





Missing, 1 quissapo, T A R, which, at the inventory price, would be $500. 
Surplus on inventory, not on the bills of lading or manifests :-— 
10 quissapos (*) 
1 ” no mark, 
1 ” PS. 
4 » (*) 


MILHO 





- |Onconhecimen-} On manifest No. 3 as | 5 quis. T AR; 1 missing. 
tos no weight 12 panjas 





Missing, 1 quissapo, T A R, which, at the inventory price, would be 147000. 
Surplus on inventory, not on the bills of lading or manifest :-— 

1 quissapo, O M. 

1 % no mark. 


RICE. 
































2 quissapos . e arroz batte, | On manifest No. 3 1 pe ar. bat., C HC, 
4 panjas quissa) 608 9 
S ws ar. limpo, 16] On manifest No. 3, 4 qols. ar. Hen »LNR; 
on panjas marked L N R 4 quis. ra 
conhe- 
cimentos 
2 6 ar. bat. 4 panj.| On manifest No.3. | 1 quis. batt., V A C P, 
1 quiseapo mi 4 
21 58 On manifest No, 5, | 22 quis, ar. bat., O 
on marked O M, 47 pan- 
conhe- jus 
cimentos 
2 » ° Not on inventory. 
: * are » * «| Ditto, 
1 . A . 
nm =~ t * eae }29 quis, ar. bat., T A R. 
3 .-|TAR 


2 quis. limpo, T A R; 
1 quis. a 


Missing, according to the manifest and bills of lading :— 
] quis., C H C, 2 panjas ar. bat. 
4 » LNR, 8 panjas ar. limpo. 
1 , VACP, 2 panjas ar. batte fino. 
oe x * 10 panjas (4 limpo, 6 batte.) 
1 » TAR, 14 panjas limpo. 


, Surplus on inventory, not on the bills of lading or manifest :— 


1 quis., F F, ar. batte. 

ae * ar. batte, fino. 

3 » * ar. limpo. 

2 5, no mark, ar. batt. grosso. 
1» no mark, ar. batt. 


The inventory prices are, per panja :—ar. batt. g500; ar. bat. fino, $600; ar. limpo, 1200; therefore— 


2 panjas, C H C, ar. bat., will be ries sa -- 147000 
rhe L NR, ar. Jimpo., will be ‘ nr -» 9 600 
2 » VAC P,ar. bat. fino, willbe . os - es 1 200 
10 (y @ (i ¢., 4 limpo, 6 bat.), willbe .. ee 7 800 
14» TAR, ar. limpo, will be of ea +» 1 800 
(1! screen 

Total oe ee ee es qe 21 400 
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GERGELIM. 
















of Whether on Manifest. | Appearing on Inventory 
Goods. > 
= oonees -| On manifest No. 5 Not on inventory. 
60 ,, On manifest No. 4, | 71 quis.; 11 more than 
100 panjas on manifest and bills of 





On manifest No. 3, | Not on inventory. 


15 panjas 






Missing, according to the conhecimentos and manifest :— 


50 quis, * . 
10 » CHH. 
36 , OM. 


Surplus on the inventory, not on the bills of lading and manifest :— 
47 quis. * 
33 i 
1, no mark. 
2 » * ‘ 
4 * 
1 * 


1 * 
2 ,, no mark. 


The inventory price is 700 per panja ; therefore— 


10 quis. or 15 panjas, CH H, will be .. ve os 1087500 
86 Cs, 190 panjas, O M, willbe... vo -» 133 000 
143 500 

MOXOEIRA. 









- | Onconhecimen- | On manifest No. 4 1 quis. ; 2 missing. 
tos as 2 panjas 
OM | Cala, Ramachde + |Onconhecimen- |} On manifest No. 5 


tos as 9 panjas 






2 quis., O M; 1 missing. 







The price per inventory is $800 per panja ; therefore— 








2 quis., Daca Lacman, rds of a panja, will be c -- 147060 
1 ,, Cala. Rama., 3 panjas, willbe  .. se «+» 2 400 
3 460 
MUNGAZ. 
lease. . « «| BI | Bavalsmacl .  . |Onconhecimen-} On manifest No.6 . | Not ominventory. 
tos 


z have no means of ascertaining the value of this missing case. 


MATS, 





















3 packages on ship's |No mark) Hussein + | Not on conhe- | On manifest No. 1 Not on inventory. 
stores cimentos 
Gmats. . «. « Ditto Dito. . . . 





8 mats (no mark) ; 2 sur- 
plus, 





Three packages are not on the inventory, but there are two more loose mats than the number shipped by 
D. Lacman ; they are valued at $200 each mat. . 


MUGO. 









On manifest No. 5 1 quis., O M. 





1 quissapo . om | Cala. Rama. ‘ Caaeeine 





EMPTY BARRELS. 


5 PSO | C. J. da 84 + + |Onconhecimen-| On manifest No.6 . | 5 empty barrels. 
tos 
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MISSANGA. 
of Appearing on Inventory 
Goods. as 
3 cases 3 cases, O M, 14 ar. 2 Ibs. 
1 small ditto 


Not on inventory. 





The valuation per inventory is 7$000 per arroba. 


CLOTHES, EATABLES, &c. 









Not on conhe- | On manifest No.5  . | Not on inventory. 











Description Marks ‘ ’ a Whether A ing on 
of on ee Descripton on sveaiey 
Goods. Conhecimentos. _ on Bills of Manifest. as 
Tading. 

1 case clothes or es Po ae On manifest No. 1 .| Not on inventory. 
3 pipes water «s o ee oe Ditto a --| 3 pipes water. 
2 quartillos ee ss oe és Ditto as -.| 2 quartillos. 
5Sbarris .. Pe ee ais Ri Ditto ..| 4 barris. 

1 barris, 
l caboose .. ws a os ae Ditto ae --| 1 caboose. 
3 cables (coir) 6 es Po “ Ditto ae ..| 3 cables. 
3anchors .. oe “0 a os Ditto ais ..| 2 anchors (1 claimed 

elsewhere). 
2 sails Pes ee we «e us Ditto a + | 2 sails. 
1 cannon = ee oe ee Ditto she -. | 1 cannon. 
1 package sole leathe or ee on Ditto ss --| Not on inventory. 
1 musket... oe « ee as Ditto a ..| Brought into Court. 
2 Kaffir drums = Ke tis oe Ditto - -»| Not on inventory. 
3 mess-kids . os ve ae ite Ditto ay .| Ditto. 
3 buckets. ee ws x £% Ditto &a --| Ditto. 
1 tub es ia oe ee se Ditto re .+| Ditto. 
2 log-lines .. oe ave oe ee Ditto ra .-| 1 piece of line; 1 
roda of line, 

3kettles .. or es ve oe Ditto & ..| Not on inventory. 
2 copper pots ne . +e oe Ditto Fo .| Ditto, 
#% choppers. ve oe oe oe Ditto .-| 2choppers, 1 missing 





The value of the various items missing, which the Court ordered me to ascertain from the Marshal, are as 
follows :— 





1 package sole leather . ee =e aie -. 4500 
2 Kaffir drnms rs ae en oe “e 337 
3 mess-kids . ee ee ry a os 1 012 
3 buckets .. os oe oe ve aie 1 687 
I tub ae ee “~ ee ws os 787 
Skettles .. oe o° se ee - 2 360 
2 copper pots “ as oe . - 4 6&C0 
lchopper .. +e + oe a 560 

Total ne rr ws or) +» 15 748 


Surplus on the inventory, not on the manifest or conhecimentos :— 

1 quissapo wheat. 

3 empty barrels. 

1 zebra-skin. 

1 package sugar, 34 arrobas. 

230 cocoa-nuts. 
Cape Town, February 8, 1859. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 94. 
Award in the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperan¢a.” 


Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, February 19, 1859. 


Before : 
George Frere, Esq. \ The Chevalier Duprat. 
Senhor F. T. Valdez. 
W. T. Smith, Acting Registrar. 


THE amended Report of the Acting Registrar having been brought up and read on the 17th instant, the 
Court now confirms the same, that is to say, so much therein as the ‘Actin Kegistrar stated his opinion that 
the claimant was entitled to for special damages to the ship caused by the detention, 1,337§000; so much 
therein as the me er stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to for demurr 2,211¢300 ; 
so much thereia as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to for deterioration of 
cargo, 144$704; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to for 
missing cargo and ship's stores, 799$853; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the 
claimant was entitled to for his proctor's taxed bill of costs, 73/. ls. or 323¢725; so much therein as the 
Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to for money, clothing, and personal property, 
794g000; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to for 
personal expenses and subsistence in Cape ‘Town, 285g000 ; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his 
opinion that the claimants were entitled to for passage-money for himself and crew to Mozambique, 200$000; so 
much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to for store rent of cargo 
landed at Mozambique, 97$280; making together the sum of 6,147$812. 

The Court, therefore, doth award and decree that Rodulphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, Commander of Her 
Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” the captor in this case, do pay to the said claimant Hussein, or his lawful 
attorney or attorneys, for his use absolutely, the sum of 6,147g812. And further doth award and decree that the 
said R. B. Oldfield, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship ‘ Lyra,” do pay the costs in this suit, 
amounting to the sum of 34/7. 14s. 10d. 


(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
I hereby certify that I have this day received from Captain Oldfield a cheque for 84/. 14s. 10d., costs of suit 
in the above case. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


Cape Town, February 19, 1859. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 94. 


Second Award in the case of the schooner “ Esperanga.” 


Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, March 14, 1859. 


Before : 
George Frere, Esq. The Chevalier Duprat. 
Senhor F. T. Valdez. 
W. T. Smith, Acting Registrar. 


THE amended Report of the Acting Registrar having been brought up and read on the 28th of February 
last :-— 

The Court now cunfirms the same; that is to say, so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his 
opinion that the claimant was entitled to for wages, 28147250. 

The Court, therefore, doth award and decree that the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, Commander of 
Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” the captor in this case, do pay to the said claimant, Hussein, or his lawful 


attorney or attorneys, for his use absolutely, the sum of 2819250. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 94. 
Protest by Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner, desires to notify that he protests against the 
validity of the above Decree :— 

1. Because the Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission did not sit in Cape Town on the 14th of 
March, 1859, as therein erroneously set forth. ' 

2. Because the amended Report of the Registrar in the case of the ‘‘ Bsperanja” was not brought up and 
read on the 28th of February, as therein erroneously set forth. ’ 

8. Because in the said amended Report of the Registrar it is not stated as bis opinion that the claimant was 
entitled for wages to 281250, as erroneously set forth in the above Decree. . 

4, Because since the final Decree, delivered by the Court in due form on the 19th of January last, in regard 
to the case of the “ Zi 2a,” no petition or claim has been presented to the Commission by or on behalf of 
the claimant, in whose behalf this second Decree has been fade. f 

5. Because the Decree now made against Commander Oldfield, to pay the sum of 281 4250 to the claimant, 
is made in his absence, and without due notice of any such claim having been given to him or to his legal 
representative, and without his even having had an opportunity of being heard in answer thereto. 

For these reasons the Undersigned protests against the entry of such a document on the Minutes of the 
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Mixed Commission, and is of opinion that it cannot be acknowledged as valid against the captors as in the case of 


the “ Esperan®a. _ 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, 





No. 95. 
' Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received May 2.) 


(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, March 22, 1859. 

WE have the honour to draw your Lordship’s attention to a point of procedure 
in this Mixed Commission, on which we are desirous to be favoured with your 
Lordship’s precise instructions. 

A question arose in the first of the cases brought before this Commission last 
year as to whether an Arbitrator, once elected by lot, should be the Arbitrator 
throughout the entire case, or whether there ae f be a new ballot on each point 
of difference. ; 

We informed our Portuguese colleagues that the opinion of the King’s 
Advocate had been communicated to the Brazilian Commissioners, in 183], to the 
effect that ‘a Commissioner of Arbitration having once been chosen in a particular 
case, he is the proper person to whom all subsequent matters of dispute in the same 
case ought to be referred ;” and we pressed on our colleagues our desire to abide 
by that opinion. 

To this the Commissioner and Arbitrator of His Most Faithful Majesty declined 
to accede, expressing their determination not to proceed with business rather than 
adopt it. Finding this to be the case, we did not feel justified in being a party to 
the latter alternative, as we were aware that it had been laid down by Lord 
Clarendon to the Havana Commissioners, that “ instructions issued toa Commission 
under one Treaty are not binding upon the members of a Commission under a 
different Treaty ;” and accordingly on that occasion, and subsequently, a fresh 
ballot was had, on different points arising from arbitration. 

Latterly, however, on turning our attention more minutely to this question, we 
find that, in 1849, Lord Palmerston directed the British Commissioners at Loanda, 
acting under the same Treaty as ourselves, to abide, in future, by the decision of 
the King’s Advocate above referred to; and his pense stated that he was about 
to instruct Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon to press the Portuguese Government 
to issue corresponding instructions to the Portuguese Commissioners. This, it 
appears from the Parliamentary Papers, was done; and the Count Tojal, on 
behalf of Portugal, agreed to the same view as the King’s Advocate. Whereupon, 
this being communicated by the Portuguese Government to the Portuguese Commis- 
sioners at Loanda, a Minute was entered in the Book of that Commission to the 
effect that, according to the construction of the Slave Trade Treaty, taken by Great 
Britain and rtagat, ‘an Arbitrator once elected is to be the Arbitrator throughout 
the case in which chosen.”* 

We have called the attention of our colleagues to these decisions; but we still 
find them unwilling to change their views, to which they state their determination 
to adhere unless they receive instructions to the contrary from Portugal. 

In future, we should not feel ourselves at liberty to depart from what we now 
know to be the recorded opinion of both the Governments of Great Britain and 
Portugal as to the construction of the Slave Trade Treaty.. To prevent, therefore, 
any obstruction of business hereafter, we would request your Lordship that some 
instructions may be sought for from Portugal, to guide our colleagues on the point 
at issue; or that we may be otherwise directed by your Lordship. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





' * Class A, presented 1850, p. 158; Class B, presented 1850, p. -. 
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No. 96. 


Mr. Smith to Mr. Fitzgerald—(Received May 21.) 


: ne Cape Town, March 21, 1859. 

BY the direction of the Commissioners, I have the honour to acquaint you, for 
the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, that, in calculating the awards in the 
cases of the “ Fatte Mabrugue” and “ Esperanca,” I have been guided, as to the 
rate of exchange, by the official “ Boletin” of Mozambique, in which the current 
rate of exchange in August and September was quoted at 4$500 reis for 11. sterling ; 
and, at that rate, all the sums of sterling money in the above awards have been 
reduced to reis. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, 
Acting Registrar. 
No. 97. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 6, May 21, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 9.] 





No. 98. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
No. 7. 
Os ) Foreign Office, May 31, 1859. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I have appointed Mr. William Tasker Smith to 
the post of Registrar in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape 
of Good Hope, vacant by the death of Mr. Knox; and I have also appointed 
Mr. Henry Bidwell to the post of Clerk, vacant by the promotion of Mr. Smith. 

I inclose, under flying seal, for your information, a letter which, by my 
directions, has been addressed to Mr. Smith, notifying to him his promotion to the 

ost of Registrar; and I also inclose a copy of a letter which has been addressed to 
r. Bidwell, on his appointment to the post of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 99. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 8.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 6, 1859. 

I HAVE had under my consideration your despatch No. 16 of the 22nd March 
last, and have consulted the proper Law Officer of the Crown upon the question 
therein submitted which has arisen between you and your Portuguese colleagues, 
as to whether an Arbitrator once elected by ballot for the adjudication of a case, 
should undertake the arbitration throughout that case, or whether, as each point of 
difference occurred, there should be a new ballot for the election of an Arbitrator. 

1 have now to state to you that a similar question having arisen in the Mixed 
Commission Court at Loanda in the year 1849, as is shown in the case cited by you, 
and both the British and Portuguese Governments having on that occasion placed 
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on record their opinion that an Arbitrator once elected should be Arbitrator 
throughout the case, Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that neither party 
can recede from this arrangement, reluctante altero; and you will therefore be 
guided by this opinion in any case which may in future arise. 

have at the same time to acquaint you that I have instructed Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon to request that instructions in the sense above indicated may be 
sent to your Portuguese colleagues in the Commission. 


I am, &c. ; 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 100. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 9, June 16, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information : see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 12.] 





No. 101. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 27.) 


(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, April 8, 1859. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of January 17 last, transmitting to us, for our information, four copies of the 
Slave Trade Papers presented to Parliament during the session of 1858. 

We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication. 

- We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


ni 


No. 102. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received June 27.) 


(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, April 10, 1859. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos. 2 and 3 of the 22nd January and 5th February last, transmitting to us certain 
information received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, relative to 
vessels which were believed to be about to be employed for slave-trading purposes, 
in the months of November and December last year. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, we have communicated a copy of 
the above information to the Admiral on this Station. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





* No. 75. 
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No. 103. ; 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 27.) 


(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, May 2, 1859. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 7 of January 23 last, stating that the 
cases of certain vessels, prizes to Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Lyra,” were about to be brought before the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony, 
we have now the honour tu report to your Lordship the particulars of twelve cases, 
which we have only recently been able to obtain from the Registry of the said 
Court. 

With regard to those vessels which were captured in the Angoxa river, His 
Most Faithful Majesty’s Consul in this city presented a protest against the legality 
of their capture, upon the ground that it was only lawful for Her Majesty’s ships to 
enter rivers, &c., on the East Coast, where no Portuguese authorities were resident, 
in virtue of the permission granted by the Protocol of November 19, 1850, which 
had expired on the 19th November, 1853, and the renewal of which had been 
declined by the Government of Portugal. 

Upon this point his Honour the Judge decided that, although no notice could 
be taken judicially of such a document, he will transmit the protest to England. 

1. A dhow of 15632 tons, without flag or papers. Lieutenant Stephens being 
informed by the Sultan of Angoxa that, eleven miles up the river, four dhows were 
being fitted out for Slave Trade, on the 3lst August, 1858, three boats of the 
“Lyra” were dispatched to inspect these dhows. Three were found to have slave- 
fittings; the fourth being drawn up on shore under an armed stockade, it was 
deemed imprudent to board her. On September 8, Captain Oldfield and four armed 
boats proceeded to the spot, when they were fired upon from the jungle and 
stockade. ‘The dhow, on being boarded, was found to have a slave-deck, water, 
mats, &c.; she was then set on fire, and burnt. Condemned on February 11, 1859, 
under Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

2. A dhow of 120 tons, without flag. This was the vessel shored up under the 
stockade; and as it was deemed imprudent to board her, she was destroyed with 
shell and rockets. Condemned on February 11, 1859, under Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

3. A dhow of 943% tons, no name, flag, or papers. ‘This dhow was chased, by 
the “ Lyra’s” pinnace, August 4, 1858, off the south end of Comoro, and was run 
on shore, when upwards of 100 people quitted her. Lieutenant Stephens swam to 
the dhow through the surf, and found a regular slave-deck, covered with mats. 
The vessel was measured, and burnt. Condemned on February 11, 1859, under 
Act 2 & 8 Vict., cap. 73. 

4. A dhow of 11283? tons, having no flag or papers. On July 30, 1858, this 
vessel was boarded off Mohilla, and found full of slaves, but the ‘‘ Lyra’s” boat’s 
crew being unarmed, they were obliged to retreat before the armed crew. The 
dhow was run on a coral reef, and was deserted by crew and slaves. The people 
on shore fired at the boat’s crew, whilst engaged in setting fire to the dhow. 
Condemned on February 11, 1859, under Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

5. A dhow of 66, tons, no flag or papers. Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Lyra,” being 
in Boyanna Bay on the 2nd October, 1858, saw and chased this «how, which, in 
trying to enter Boteler river, ran on the bar. A boat being sent from the “ Lyra,” 
the crew deserted the vessel, which was found to have slave-deck beams laid, and 
planks fitted ready, water in excess, a double cooking-range, &c. The dhow was 
set on fire and destroyed. Condemned on February 11, 1859, under Act 2&3 
Vict., cap. 73. ; 

6. A dhow of 156 tons, without flag or papers. Under the same circumstances 
and at the same time as Case No. 1, this dhow was destroyed, having had on board 
four water-tanks, a slave platform, paddy, &c. Condemned February 11, 1859, 
under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. ; 

7. A dhow, 16839 tons, no flag or papers. Destroyed at the same time and 
under the same circumstances as Case No. 1. She had a slave platform, and three 
iron tanks. Condemned February 11, 1859, under Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

8. Johanna dhow “ Salama,” 603$ tons. On July 31, 1858, Her Majesty’s shi 
“Lyra,” being half-way between Mohilla and Johanna, boarded this dhow, whic 
was under Johanna colours. The master, who spoke English, stated that the dhow 
was bound from Johanna to Pomony, a port in the Island of Johanna. There being 
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neither s nor clearance on board, the crew numbering only ten, and there being 
twenty-four water-casks, each of thirty-six gallons capacity, and no cargo, Captain 
Oldfield detained her. After her arrival at Pomony, the native crew deserted her ; 
she was then set fire to and destroyed. Condemned February 11, 1859, by 
Interlocutory Decree, under the Slave Trade Suppression Treaty with Johanna of 
November 8, 1844. ‘ 

9. Muscat dhow “ Zohora,” 14684 tons, Amissi Ebn Reihed, master. This 
vessel was boarded by Captain Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” August 24, 
1858, three miles off the River Angoxa, under Muscat colours, with 115 slaves on 
board. The master stated he had sailed from St. Antonio river, bound to Nossi- 
beh. The vessel was detained and anchored, and on the 28th of August, a gale 
having set in, she was driven on shore, when all on board were lost, the “ Lyra” 
saving herself by slipping her anchors, and steaming out to sea. Condemnation 
was pronounced, February 11, 1859, under the Slave Trade Suppression Treaty 
with the Imaum of Muscat, of October 2, 1845. 

10. A dhow of 151 tons, no flag or papers. Chased on August 22, 1858, 
running in for Angoxa river, which she entered. When boarded she was found to 
have a crew of thirty men, five large tanks, calabashes, and slave-mats; she was 
therefore detained, but next morning the Arab crew attacked and drove away the 
crew of the ‘“ Lyra’s” boat. Captain Oldfield thereupon applied to the Sultan of 
Angoxa for the restitution of the dhow, which was given up, and being found unfit 
for a voyage to the Cape was destroyed. Condemned on February 18, 1859, under 
Act 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

11, A dhow of 311 tons, no flag or papers, seized by the “Lyra’s” pinnace on 
August 23, 1858, in the River Angoxa, four miles from Angoxa. She was found to 
have a slave-deck laid, a cargo of rice and calavances, and water in excess. She 
was found deserted by her crew, and was set on fire and destroyed. Condemned, 
February 18. 1859, under Act 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

12. A dhow of 237 tons, without flag or papers, seized by the ‘‘ Lyra’s” 
pinnace on August 23, 1858, in the same place as the dhow of 311 tons (Case 
No. 11). On boarding, it being found that she had a slave-deck laid, and rice, 
millet, &c., on board, she was set on fire and burnt. Condemned, February 18, 1859, 
under, 2 & 3 Vict. cap. 73. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 103. 
Memorial. 


To his Honour Sir William Hodges, Knight, Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court at the Cape of Good Hope. 


The Memorial of James Duncan Thomson, Esq., Consul for His Most Faithful Majesty the King of 
Portugal at the Cape of Good Hope. 
Sheweth, 


That the Undersigned has observed in the Commercial Exchange, Cape Town, copies of the monitions issued 
under the authority of the said Court, in twelve cases of vessels seized or destroyed by Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” 
on the ground, as alleged, that they were engaged in Slave Trade. That on inquiry, the Undersigned finds that 
six of the said twelve vessels, of the burden respectively of 237,4,, 3114}, 120, 16852, 15644, 15144 tons, the 
names and masters of which are stated to be unknown, were seized or destroyed in the Angoxa river, or within 
the dominions of the Crown of Portugal, on the East Coast of Africa. That by two Protocols, bearing date 
respectively, the 12th of August, 1847, and the 19th of November, 1850, signed by the Plenipotentiaries of Great 
Britain and Portugal, the right was conceded for two periods of three years each by the Portuguese Government 
to “ British cruizers employed in suppressing the Slave Trade, to enter the bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and other 
places within the dominions of the Crown of Portugal on the East Coast of Afiica, where no Portuguese authorities 
are established, and to prevent the Slave Trade from being carried on in such places.” By the first mentioned 
Protocol, the provisions of which were renewed by the second, the cruizers of Her Britannic Majesty were only 
allowed to follow and capture slave-ships, but not to destroy them within the said bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and 
other places. That on the expiration of the last-mentioned Protocol, viz., the 19th of November, 1853, the said 
right ceased and determined ; and when application was made by the British Government to the Portuguese 
Government to renew the said Protocol for a further period of five years, the latter Government expressly refused to 
grant this application. Count Lavradio, the Portuguese Plenipotentiary, after stating his reasons for this refusal, 
at great length, amongst which is mentioned the complaints caused by the conduct of the British cruizers on the 
East Coast of Africa, proceeds thus :—‘ For all these reasons, which will certainly be duly appreciated by his 
Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, the Undersigned has received the most positive commands of his Government 
to make known to his Excellency that the concessions contained in the Protocol of August 12, 1847, and renewed 
for three years more on the 191h of November last year, could not, chiefly for the reasons above mentioned, be 
again renewed.” 


Crass A. O 
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The Undersigned submits that no instructions given by the British Government to English cruizers to enter 
the said bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and other places, after the above refusal to renew the said Protocol, can have 
any legal force or effect as against Portugual. 

In proof of the facts above stated, the Undersigned begs to refer to three despatches from Count Lavradio to 
the Earl of Clarendon, dated respectively London, September 17, 1853, October 24, 1853, and February 15, 
1854; and to the two Protocols above mentioned. Also to Article III, section 4, of the Treaty between Great 
Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, dated July 3, 1842, which provides that “ it shall 
not be lawful to visit or detain, under any pretext or motive whatever, anv merchant-vessel when at anchor in any 
port or roadstead belonging to either of the High Contracting Parties, or within cannon-shot of the batteries on 
shore, unless on a written demand for co-operation on the part of the authorities of the country, requesting them to 
take the necessary measures to prevent the violation of the stipulations of the said Treaty; and the said authorities 
ghall proceed to take effectual measures accordingly.” 

e Undersigned, therefore, humbly submits that after the expiration of the Protocol of November 19, 1850, 
no British cruizer had any right whatever, either by concession from the Portuguese Government, or by the law of 
nations, to enter the Angoxa river, or any port, harhour, bay, or creek, within the Portuguese dominions on the 
East Coast of Africa, for the purpose of seizing and destroying the said vessels. 

Under these circumstances, without entering into the question as to whether or not these vessels were actually 
engaged in the Slave Trade (a question which the Undersigned conceives cannot be properly determined in the 
absence of any evidence whatever on the part of the owners of the vessels, the power to produce which having 
been denied them by the captors, who have not brought to the Cape a single person belonging to any of the said 
vessls), the Undersigned submits, with all respect, that the seizure and destruction of the said vessels was illegal, 
in contravention of the rights of Portugal and of the law of nations. 

The Undersigned, therefore, on behalf of the Portuguese Government most respectfully submits the above as 
valid reasons against the condemnation of the said vessels, and prays that your Honour will not pronounce 
judgment against them. In case, however, you should think fit so to do, then the Undersigned prays that you 
will be pleased to forward this Memorial, or a copy thereof, to the British Government, in order that such steps 
may be adopted as the exigencies of the case may require. 
(Signed) J. D. THOMSON, Portuguese Consul. 


Cape Town, February \0, 1859. 





No. 104. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 1, July 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 14.] 





No. 105. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 30.) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, June 20, 1859. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 5, transmitting to us information as to certain vessels reported to be intended 
to be employed in the Slave Trade, communicated to Her esty’s Government 
by the British Commissary Judge at Havana, in the month of March last. ; ; 

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions, we are about to communicate this 
information to the Senior Naval Officer on this station. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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No. 106. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received July 30.) 


vee 21.) 
y Lord, Cape Town, June 30, 1859. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4 of April 5 last, authorizing us to pay to Mr. W. T. Smith the sum of 2501. 
in remuneration of his services as Acting Registrar for the period comprised 
between the 18th of November, 1857, and the 23rd of November, 1858, and, in 
compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, we have this day paid the above 
amount (250/.) to Mr. Smith, and have charged the same in the account of the 
expenses of the British Commissioners for the quarter ending this day. 

We are requested by Mr. Smith to lay before your Lordship the expression of 
his grateful thanks for the remuneration awarded to him by your Lerdship. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 107. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received July 30.) 


(No, 22.) 

My Lord, Cape Town, June 30, 1859. 
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 

cated by this British and Portuguese Mixed Commission during the half-year ending 


this day. — ‘ 
e have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 108. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 15.) 


(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 5, 1859. 

WITH reference to our despatch to your Lordship relative to the case of the 
Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” we have the honour to inclose to your Lordship 
a copy of a letter from the firm of Messrs. Thomson, Watson, and Co., of this town, 
to whom we had addressed ourselves respecting certain circumstances connected 
with the award of this Court that had been brought to our knowledge. 

Your Lordship will perceive from that document that Messrs. Thomson and 
Watson having purchased the award, after deducting certain sums advanced by 
them between the 2lst of February and the 19th of March, paid the balance, 
amounting to 726]. 12s. 6d., to the private account, at the Cape of Good Hope Bank, 
of Mr. F. T. Valdez, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Arbitrator in this Commission, a 
power having been produced by Mr. Valdez authorizing him to receive the sum. 

Your Lordship will have learnt from our previous despatch that Mr. Valdez was 
the Arbitrator elected by lot in this case, who, with the two Commissioners, decided 
on the amount to be awarded by the Commission. 

It now becomes our duty to state to your Lordship that, while the award was 
under consideration, we learnt from various sources that Mr. Valdez held a power 
of attorney from the claimant, Mamad Aly Hussein, to act for him in regard to the 
award, whereupon we at once most strongly urged upon our colleague that such a 
step was inconsistent with his position as a member.of the Court, as he might be 
called upon to decide in a case in which he had assumed a personal interest. At 
first these representaions appeared to have no effect to shake Mr. Valdez’s determi- 
nation, but ultimately, on the 7th of February, Mr. Valdez, having been elected by 
lot to act as Arbitrator in the case, Mr. Frere, before receiving any opinion from 
him, proposed to bring the question formally before the Mixed a on 
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which he was assured by the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator that 
Mr. Valdez had abandoned his intention. With such an assurance Mr. Frere 
considered he ought to be satisfied, and, consequently, as the matter was dropped, 
no entry was made on the Minutes of the session. 

We cannot conceal from your Lordship that it has given us both surprise and 

ain to find that, after the assurance given us, Mr. Valdez (to view the matter 
in its most favourable light) should have put himself in the position of agent for 
the parties interested in the case; for although, as the accompanying papers will 
show, he did not act in virtue of the power of attorney he first held, but under a 
later authority, dated subsequently to the closing of the case, we cannot but feel 
that he has departed from the spirit of the engagement made to us, and this so as 
seriously to affect the character of the Mixed Commission. 

Without gapuming $0 say whether Mr. Valdez may or may not. have infringed 
Article VIII of Annex B to the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, by the 
line he has taken, we submit to your Lordship that no member of the Court should 
at any time, either during the pendency of a suit, or after sentence has been given, 
act as agent for either captor or claimant, and especially in such a way as to hold 
at his sole control and disposal any sum of money which the Court may have 
awarded ; neither can it be fairly expected that Her Aiajeaty’s naval officers will be 
satisfied hereafter to submit their cases to a Prize Court, where, if cast in damages, 
a portion of the sum awarded may find its way into the private banking account of 
one of the Judges who has adjudicated on the case. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


P.S.—This despatch was about to be sent off, when we received, officially, from 
the Acting Registrar, the painful intelligence that Mr. Valdez had stated to him 
that he had appropriated the money received as above to his own use. Being 
aware that Mr. Valdez was in embarrassed circumstances, we had some apprehension 
that this might be the real state of the case, and we proposed to address your 
Lordship confidentially on the subject, but this is now unnecessnry. It is useless to 
dwell upon the shock which this painful event has given to us, and especially to the 
Chevalier Duprat, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Messrs. Thomson, Watson & Co. 


Gentlemen, Mixed Commission Chambers, June 22, 1859. 
OUR attention having been called to the circumstances that the award given by the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission in the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” in favour of Mamad Hussein, was 
cashed by your firm, but that the proceeds were held at the disposal of Mr. Valdez, a member of the Court, and 
that after payment to Mr. Valdez’ order of sundry charges on account of persons detained in the schooner, the 
balance was paid by you into Mr. Valdez’ account at his bankers, we have the honour to request that you will let 
us know, for the information of Her Majesty's Government, whether the above statement of the circumstances 
is correct, and, if so, what was the authority under which Mr. Valdez acted for the claimant, and what was 
the date of the power of attorney or other document, if any, which he held to enable him to do so. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Portuguese Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, Mixed Commission Chambers, June 29, 1859. 

IT has been stated to us upon good authority that the firm of Messrs. Thomson, Watson, and Co., having 
cashed the award of this Court of Mixed Commission in favour Mamad Ali Hussein, the claimant in the case of 
the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” held the amount at the sole disposal of Mr. Valdez, the Arbitrator of His 
Most Faithful Majesty, and after paying sundry expenses on account of the persons detained in that vessel, 
ultimately paid in the balance to Mr. Valdez’ private account at his bankers, and that the award was thus dealt 
with in virtue of a written power held by Mr. Valdez from the claimant Hussein. 

It will be in your recollection that when the case was before the Court, a rumour having reached us that 
Mr. Valdez held a power of attorney to receive the award, we pointed out distinctly that such a step on the part of 
one of the members of the Mixed Commission was opposed to all English ideas of administering justice, and 
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would inevitably meet with the disapproval of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, when, after considerable 
discussion, we received assurances on your part that Mr. Valdez would relinquish his intention. 
We think it right to inform you that it will be our duty to report the circumstances to which we have called 
your attention, connected with the award, for the consideration of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. 
We have, &c. 





No. 109. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 2, August 16, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 23.] 





No. 110. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 3.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 16 of the 22nd March last, I inclose for 

ae information the accompanying 8 of a despatch and its inclosure from 

er Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon,* by which you will perceive that the Portuguese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed Mr. Howard, that instructions in 
conformity with the views of Her Majesty’s Government will be sent to the 
Portuguese Commissioner at the Cape in regard to the election of an Arbitrator in 
cases of difference arising between you and your Portuguese colleagues. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 111. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 4, August 19, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 24.) 


No. 112. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Cape Towu, July 7, 1859. 


WITH reference to our despatch No. 23 of July 5th, on the subject of the 
appropriation by Mr. Valdez of the balance of the money realized for the award in 
the case of the “ Esperanca,” we have the honour herewith to forward a copy of a 
letter which we had addressed to our Portuguese colleagues, and copies and 
translations of replies received from those gentlemen separately, which did not 


* Class B, No. 333. 
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reach us in time to enable us to transmit this correspondence with the despatch 
above referred to. 

We cannot acquiesce in the opinion of our colleagues, that the subject was one 
on which we should not have addressed them officially. On the contrary, we confi- 
dently trust that your Lordship will hold that there could be no subject to which 
we ought more prope and more urgently to draw their attention. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the Chevalier Duprat, His Most Faithful 
Majesty’s Commissioner, informs us that the matter is one which concerns the 
Arbitrator solely, —a disclaimer to which we give entire credit. 

Mr. Valdez, in his reply, urges that we are wrong as to his having made “ any 
agreement with the Master of the ‘ Esperanga,’ by which he became master of his 
money ;” and that we are incorrect as to his “signing any contract of that nature,” 
or holding any “ power of attorney or notarial instrument by which he might hold 
the money ordered to be paid by sentence of the Mixed Commission; since it is 
certain the money is to be paid by the British Treasury in London to the house of 
J.R.Thomson, or their order.”” What the real nature of the document was, we 
informed Mr. Valdez, and have had the honour to state to your Lordship in our 
despatch No. 23, on our own knowledge and on the assurance of Messrs. Thomson 
and Watson, of whose letter to us we have transmitted a copy. 

The distinction between the award of the Court and the money for which it 
was sold in Cape Town, we submit in no way affects the case as regards Mr. Valdez’s 
admitted appropriation of a portion of a sum which he had assisted judicially to 
award, after an assurance that he had abandoned all intention to deal with it in 
any way. 

Neither is the assertion that the Portuguese Commissioner had, in the case of 
the “ Eolo,” received moneys of this nature from us, either correct or apposite. The 
money paid in that case was the Portuguese moiety of the proceeds, which, by order 
of the Secretary of State, we paid over to the Portuguese members of the Commission, 
as representing the Crown of Portugal, at the same time that we paid the British 
moiety into the Commissariat Chest, as representing the Crown of Great Britain. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 112. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Portuguese Commissioners, June 29, 1859. 


[See Inclosure 2 in No. 108.] 





Inclosure 2 in No. 112. 


The Portuguese Commissioner to Her Maiesty's Commissioners. 

( Translation.) 
Gentlemen, Mixed Commission, June 29, 1859. 

YOUR letter of the 29th instant having been received by His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator 
and myself, relative to a payment and circumstances which refer to the released prize “ Esperanga,” in reply, 
1 have the honour to state to you, that although this affair is of an entirely different channel, nevertheless, on 
account of the esteem and consideration which you deserve at my hands, I have no hesitation in stating to you, 
extra-officially, that I communicated your said letter to my colleague, the Portuguese Arbitrator, and as I believe 
that, under this date, he replies to you on this subject, I find it useless to add anything in this respect, seeing that 
it is a matter which concerns the Arbitrator solely. 

I take, &c. 


(Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 
— 


Inclosure:3 in No. 112. 


The Portuguese Arbitrator to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
( Translation.) 
Gentlemen, Cape Town, July 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 29th of June I received the letter addressed by you to 
myself and the Portuguese Commissioner in this Mixed Commission relative to the payments which, by order of 
this Mixed Commission, are to be made to Mamad ali Hussein, the claimant in the case of the restored Portuguese 
schooner ‘ E’speransa,” of which he was master. i 

From the tenour of your said letter, I observe that, in your opinion, I have taken solely upon my own respon- 
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sibility that matter of which you treat ; and for this reason it behoves me only to reply tu you, as I now do, in the 
following terms :— . 

1, It does not. appear to me that, by the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, entered into between the Govern- 
ments of our countries for the complete abolition of the Slave Trade, you have a right to demand from me an 
account of my actions; but, notwithstanding that I do not explain them now to you, for the motives above 
mentioned, and being fearful that the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty may hold it wrong of me to 
abate my dignity as Portuguese Arbitrator, I feel, however, the greatest satisfaction that you deigned to tell me 
that you inform your Government of the affair, because, in my humble opinion, this is the most proper channel 
through which you may pursue your object; giving me also by this means an opportunity of showing to the 
Government of His Most Faithful Majesty (if it should think it proper to entertain the subject) that you are 
wrongly informed as to my having made any agreement with the said Mamad Ali Hussein, by which I became 
master of his money, on an conditions whatever ; a matter of which I have already had the honour to inform his 
Excellency the Minister ea Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in Portugal. 

2. Notwithstanding what is above said, I hold so highly the consideration and sincere esteem which is your 
due, that I do not now hesitate to tell you, extra-officially, as I do, that in effect it is inexact that I have signed 
any contract of that nature, or that I hold any power of attorney or notarial instrument by which I may held the 
money ordered to be paid by sentence of this Mixed Commission, since it is certain that this money is to be paid 
by the British Treasury in London to the house of J. R. Thomson and Co., St. Peter's Chambers, Cornhill, or 
their order, the said house having received a sufficient power of attorney for that purpose from the said Mamad 

- Ali Hussein, master of the schooner “ Esperan§a.” 

I should also here remark to you that, in a strange country, there would be nothing extraordinary if subjects 
of His Most Faithful Majesty who (I regret to say) complain of having suffered much from your countrymen, 
should prefer, after the conclusion of all the discussions of justice, to entrust their money to any one of the 
Portuguese employés in this Mixed Commission as the persons in whom they have most confidence, bearing in 
mind that which the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty confers on us, besides the fact that by chance 
the Consular officers of the Portuguese nation here are ie A ace and do not even speak the Portuguese 
language, it is not surprising that. the master, Hussein, did not employ them. 

On the other side, already here in this Mixed Commission itself, it has happened that the Portuguese 
Commissioners have received moneys of this nature, when, as you will recollect, there was delivered to my worthy 
colleague, the Chevalier Alfred Duprat, I believe by yourselves, a matter of 2,000/. from the prize “ Kolo,” if I am 
not mistaken in the amount or in the name of the vessel. 

Permit me also to conclude, by reminding you that, inasmuch as Mamad Ali Hussein, or those interested in 
the released vessel “ Esperan$a,” do not complain of not having received their money, any accusations are 
unjust. 

3. By the reasons above set forth, you will see that it is my duty to fulfil in this matter only that 
which the Government of His Moat Faithful Majesty shall please to order me. 

Not wishing in any way to take up your precious time, I must conclude by repeating that I am, &e. 

(Signed) FRANCISCO TRAVASSOS VALDEZ. 





No. 118. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 25.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 16, 1859. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the 


Mixed Commission of which we are members, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article XI, Annex B to the Treaty of July 3rd, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating— 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before the Court for adjudication ; 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

8rdly. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical 
education of the liberated negroes. ; 

We have also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese 
colleagues are about to transmit a duplicate original of this Report to the Govern- 
ment of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 113. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission for 1858. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal, for the Suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, the Undersigned, Members of the Mixed 
Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope under that Treaty, have the honour to lay before the Govern- 
ment of Her Britannic Majesty, and the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, their Annual Report, 
relating :— 

Tet. To the cases which have been brought before-the Mixed Commission for adjudication. 

During the year 1858, three cases have been adjudicated :— 

(1.) The Portuguese dhow ‘ Flor de Mogambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, master. 
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From the documents and evidence filed in this case, it was shown that this vessel was detained on the 20th 
of May, 1858, during her voyage from Quillimane to Mozambique, by Her Majesty ship “ Lyra,” Commander 
Oldfield ; and that, after being measured, and found to be about 89 tons English, some of the cargo was removed 
to the “ Lyra,” and the dhow, on the ground that she was unseaworthy for a voyage to the Cape in the winter, was 
set on fire and destroyed. 

Eighteen of the crew of the dhow were, on the 29th of May, landed on the Bazaruto Islands; and the 
remainder, consisting of the master, the mate, the cook, and four negro boys, together with six negro rebel 
prisoners found on board, were landed at Natal from the “ Lyra,” and after some little delay reached Cape Town, 
under charge of Lieutenant Harris, as prize officer. 

On the 7th of August the papers of the detained vessel, and the captor’s certificates, were brought into Court. 

The captor's reasons for seizure were, that the apparent ages of certain of the crew did mot tally with the 
ages entered against their respective names on the muster-roll; that the six so-called prisoners were suspected to 
be slaves; that there were slave-irons on board ; and that one of the so-called prisoners was secreted in the hold. 

On examination, however, it was proved that the six negroes, stated by the master to have been shipped as 
rebels, were bond fide prisoners sent on board, for transmission to head-quarters at Mozambique, by the Governor 
of Quillimane, whose official despatch to the Governor-General, found on board the dhow amongst other public 
documents, was communicated to the Commission by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioners ; it was proved 
that the irons on board were only those used to confine the said prisoners in transporting them to the vessel; and, 
as to the four negro boys belong to the crew, whose ages did not correspond with the ages marked on the muster- 
roll, against the names they bore, it was proved that three were shipped at Quillimane to supply the places of three 
who had deserted at Mozambique, and that the fourth, being an additional seaman, had his name and age endorsed 
on the inuster-roll. These boys deposed that they were shipped at Quillimane the night before the dhow left, by 
the “cuptain,” not the captain of the ship. This “captain” was afterwards stated by Abduremane to be the port- 
captain, who had put the boys on board to make up the number of the crew. 

In the course of the proceedings, a question arose between the two Commissioners respecting the course to 
be pursued with regard to the sealed letters found on board: Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner being of 
opinion that such letters, not being a mail or official despatches, should be at the disposal of either party in the 
case; and His Most Faithful Majestv’s Commissioner not assenting to this, recourse was had to arbitration, and 
Mr. Valdez, the Portuguese Arbitrator, being elected, decided that the sealed letters could not be opened. 

On the 14th of August, a claim was made by the master for the vessel, and cargo on board at the time of 
capture, and for 350 dollars, the property of himself and his mate, 50 dollars for a watch, and 50 dollars for clothes, 
which he alleged had been lost or abstracted. 

On the 2nd of September, counsel for captor and claimant were heard by the Court, which on the same day 
pronounced that the value of the “ Flor de Mogambique" should be restored to the claimant, but without costs, 
damages, and expenses, as the Court held that the captor had been led into error by the fault of the master, in 
allowing the negro boys to be shipped informally, to supply the place of the sailors who had left the vessel. 

The master’s accounts, and affidavits in support of his claim, were brought in on the 16th September; the 
Registrar’s report was presented on the 24th September; and amendments to the master's claim were admitted on 
the 30th September and Sth October. 

On the consideration of the Registrar's report, the Portuguese Commissioner proposed that it should be 
amended by the increase of various sums (the chief of which was 175/. in the value of the vessel), altogether 
amounting to 2247. The British Commissioner agreeing to the increase of one item only, arbitration was had 
recourse to; and Mr, Surtees, Her Britannic Majesty’s Arbitrator, being elected, the Report was amended by the 
amount of 29/. 2s. 6d. 

Items Nos. 1 to 25, and items Nos. 27, 29, 30, 31, and 32, were formally adopted by the Court on the I 1th of 
October, these items representing altogether the sum of 861/. 2s. 6d. Items Nos. 26 and 28, which contained 
allegations as to plundering, were reserved by the Court until the return of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” on the 
arrival of which vessel, proceedings were resumed on December 15; and the captor having declined to produce 
evidence on the items left open, unless he was allowed to go into the whole claim, the case was closed on the 21st of 
December, by an award of Court, assigning to the claimant the sum of 993/, 19s., as compensation for the loss of the 
vessel and cargo, and ether property on board at the time of capture; further decreeing that the costs of 
adjudication should be defrayed by the claimant. 

After sentence of restoration, the six prisoners were handed over to the Consul of Portugal ; and the four 
neyro boys, having declined to return to Mozambique, were placed under the care of the Curator of Liberated 
Africans. 

(2.) The Portuguese launch “ Fatte Mabruque,” or “ Emalada,” Amade, master. 

On the 6th of December, the papers in this case were brought in by the captor, Commander Oldfield, of 
TIer Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” ‘The capture took place on the 16th day of August, in latitude 17° 20' south, 
longitudy 39° 3’ east, on her voyage from Mozambique to Boquin (Madagascar). The crew were removed prior 
to the destruction of the vessel, she having been found unseaworthy for a voyage to the Cape; but before this 
intention of the captor could be fulfilled, on the night of the 26th, in a gale of wind, she parted from her anchors, 
went ashore on Angoxa bar, and was completely wrecked. 

At the first session of the Court in this case, to receive the papers, the Portuguese Commissioner inquired 
of Captain Oldfield whether he had a permission to enter the bays, creeks, rivers, &c., in the Portuguese dominions ; 
to which Captain Oldfield replied, “ We arrogate to ourselves that right.” 

Upon the point whether this conversation shou'd be entered, or not, upon the Minutes, a discussion arose 
between the two Commissioners ; the British Commissioner considering that the reply given by Captain Oldfield 
could not be entered, as Captain Oldfield was not a witness before the Court when he gave the answer. The 
Chevelier Duprat, however, considered that an answer given to a question put by him whilst the Court was sitting 
should be recorded. 

Recourse was therefore had to arbitration, and the Portuguese Arbitrator being elected, coincided with his 
Portuguese colleague, and the answer was recorded as above. 

After this, the British Commissioner and Arbitrator recorded a protest, to which the Portuguese Commissioner 
and A: bitrator answered. 

The causes of seizure recorded by the captor were -— . 

1. For having false papers; and that, when the master was questioned thereon, he stated that, if the papers 
were incorrect, the fault laid with the Custom-house authorities at Mozambique. 

2. That, on the muster-roll of a crew of eight persons, five answered to their names and three did not, and 
that one of these three was a slave, if not all three. : 

8, That, there was an excess of food and new matting on board. 

It was, however, proved to the satisfaction of the Court that the vessel was Lond fide the “ Fatte Mab) uque,” 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 105 


as appeared by her papers, and was not called the “ Emalada,” a name which the captor stated Amade, the master, 
gave when asked his ship’s name through an interpreter, who made his escape at Mozambique, where he had been 
allowed to go ashore by the captor. 

The three negroes who were presumed to have been slaves answered readily, in Court, to their names on the 
muster-roll, and deposed that they were all mariners, working on board the ship at monthly wages. 

With regard to equipment, the matting and food were not produced before the Court, and no satisfactory 
evidence was given as to the same which could satisfy the Court that these articles were on board illegally; and, 
although the master, Amade, had admitted that he had spare planks on board to form a second deck to stow his 
return cargo, this did not form one of the captor’s grounds for seizure, and the only evidence before the Court as 
to these planks went to prove that they would not form such a second deck as could be used for carrying slaves. 

On the 21st of December the Court heard counsel for both parties, and, on the 23rd, pronounced Decree of 
Restoration, with costs, damages, and expenses. 

On the 31st of December the claim was brought in, embodying, besides the claim for the value of his vessel 
and cargo, items for clothes, money, and personal property missing, amounting to 339 3000 ; and items for wages, 
subsistence, passage-money back to Mozambique, and damages for loss of the use of the vessel ; and the Registrar's 
Report thereon was presented on January 13, 1859. 

During the consideration of the Registrar's Report, the two Commissioners not agreeing upon a certain item 
for clothes, they had recourse to arbitration, and Senhor Valdez was elected. 

The British Commissioner having made an addition of some words to his written opinion upon the above 
item after the election of the Arbitrator, and the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator objecting to his so 
doing, this fresh point was submitted to arbitration, and Mr. Surtees, being elected, decided that after a point 
had once been submitted to arbitration no addition or subtraction should be made to the question as written for the 
Arbitrator to decide.” 

On the 14th and 17th of January the Report was amended in several items ; and, finally, the Report adopted 
by the Court reduced the amount originally claimed, 6,816,870, to hg, ile 

On the 4th of Februayy the captor presented some objections to the Report, which were taken into considera- 
tion ; and, on the Sth, the case terminated by the Court awarding 2,568,020 to the claimant, and ordering the 
captor to pay this amount, together with costs of suit, 37/. 7s. 4d. 

(3.) The Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” Hussein, master. 

This vessel was seized, on the 6th of September last, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” Commander Oldfield, 
on her voyage from Sofala to Mozambique, in latitude 16° 18’ south, longitude 39° 55’ east. Her crew, with the 
exception of four men, and the passengers on board, were removed to Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” and sailed, on 
the 10th of September, for Mozambique, where they were landed. 

The vessel herself was sent to Johanna, where she lay until the 4th of November, when she was removed to 
Mozambique, where she was finally made over to the charge of the Governor-General ; an exact inventory of the 
goods then on board being taken by a joint Commission of English and Portuguese officers. The master, pilot, 
boatswain, and a black boy, servant to one of the passengers, who declined to remain at Mozambique, were brought 
to the Cape by the * Lyra.” 

The papers, which were brought in on the 10th of December, showed that the grounds of seizure were— 

1. Breaches of the Article of the Treaty relative to the passengers and servants’ passports. 

2. ‘The presence on board of an excess of water-casks. 

3. A cooking-range larger than necessary. 

4. A quantity of matting and cargo stowed so as to allow of slaves being carried. 

On examination, however, the Court was perfectly satisfied as to the legality of the vessel's voyage; the 
passports of the passengers were found regular; and it appeared that the boy, Manoel, who was described in his 
master's passport as a “ criado,” but by the captors as a “ slave,” was really the servant of Daca Lacman, a 
passenger ; and the boy's statement as to his having been in chains, and that the chains were thrown overboard, 
was disproved; and with respect to the excess of water, there was not more than the master was justified in having 
on the voyage during which she had been taken. 

An offer was made by the captors to restore the vessel, provided the claim for damages was abandoned. This 
being refused, further evidence was adduced to show that there were an extraordinary number of casks on board, in 
addition to the water-casks, but this the captors failed to prove. 

Counsel on both sides were heard on the 28th of December, the Advocate for the captors arguing that there 
were good grounds to justify the seizure, and for rejecting the claim for costs and damages, and the claimant's 
Counsel praying for all costs, damages, and expenses. 

Decree of Restoration, with costs, damages, and expenses, was pronounced by the Court the same day. 

On the 6th of January, the detailed claim was brought in, including items for special damages ; for cargo 
lost ; for 1,110$000, money missing belonging to master, crew, and passengers; 326000 for clothes and 
personal property lost by the master and his crew; for expenses in Ca ‘own; and for passage-money back to 
Mozambique. On this claim the Registrar had prepared his Report, when, on the 29th of January, an amendment 
to the claim was brought in on behalf of the master. 

On the Ist of February the Registrar presented his Report, which was taken into consideration, and witnesses 
were examined on various items therein. 

On the 11th of February, an additional claim was presented for wages. 

On the 14th of February, a second additional claim was presented for store-rent, deterioration of cargo, and 
loss of freight ; and an item of the claim for clothes for eleven seamen was abandoned. 

On the 16th, after the Registrar's Report was in the hands of both parties, a third additional claim, for 
special damages to the ship, was presented. 

With respect to the second additional claim, Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner objected to receive the 
same, on the ground that the claimant had had ample time to place before the Court all that he wished to represent 
in this respect. His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner was of opinion that until the award in a case be 
given, the Court was bound to receive any claim; and Mr. Valdez, the Arbitrator elected in the case, coincided 
with his Portuguese colieague, and the additional claim was received. 

And upon the third additional claim, presented after the Registrar's Report was in the hands of both 

arties, Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner was of opinion that it was of the nature of an objection to the 
port, and propused to consider it when both parties were present, on the day fixed for hearing them ; but the 
Chevalier Duprat proposed to entertain the paper, and that copies of any alterations in the Registrar's Report 
should be communicated to both parties; and His Most Faithful Majestys Arbitrator, coinciding with his 
Portuguese colleague, the paper was entertained. 

These adaitional claims, and the original claim filed, altogether amounting to 12,000$000, were all taken 

into consideration, together with a paper of objections brought in by the captor on the 17th of etal 
Crass A. ‘ 
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With respect to the amounts claimed for money, clothes, and personal property missing. and for wages, the 
British and Portuguese Commissioners not agreeing as to whether the items should be allowed, arbitration was 
had recourse to; and His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator, coinciding with his Portuguese colleague, decided 
that the sums claimed should be allowed, as the captors were responsible for the same. The majority of the 
Court also decided that 2507. should be allowed for special damages to the ship. \ 

On the 19th of February, the Court pronounced the award, decreeing that the captor, Commander Oldfield, 
should pay to the claimant the sum of 6,147$812 for the velue of the cargo and property lost, demurrage, and 
rrerng ee bill; and further decreed that the captor should pay the costs of the suit, amounting to 
341. 14s. ° 

On the 21st of February, however, after the award had been drawn up and read in Court, and handed over 
to the claimants’ proctor, it was discovered that the item for wages, which the majority of the Court had decided 
upon allowing, had been omitted in the award. 

On the 23rd, the Registrar was directed to amend his minutes of proceedings on the 11th February, by 
the insertion of the words ordering the item “ wages” to be allowed: and on the 28th, the majority of the Court 
considering that a second award could be made, seeing that the first award was not “complete” in the meaning of 
Article VII of Annex B, directed the Registrar to prepare a further award for the sum of 2819250, omitted in 
the award of the 19th February, 1859, which was accordingly drawn out and entered on the proceedings on the 
14th March, 1859; Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner recording a protest against the validity of this second 
award, to which the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator recorded a reply. 

With respect to the state of the liberated negroes, and their progress in religious and mechanical education, 
ra Undersigned have only to report that as yet no negroes have been emancipated by decree of this Mixed 

‘ommission. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. AL. DUPRAT. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. F. T. VALDEZ. 
(Signed) Wo. Tasker Smitu, Registrar. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, July 16, 1859. 





No. 114. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 26.) 2 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 20, 1859. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No.7 of the 3lst May last, acquainting us that your Lordship had appointed 
Mr. W. T. Smith to the post of Registrar in this Mixed Commission, vacant by the 
demise of Mr. Knox; and also that your Lordship had appointed Mr. Henry 
Bidwell to the Clerkship vacant by Mr. Smith’s promotion. 

We have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Mr. Smith was sworn in 
as Registrar before the British and Portuguese Commissioners on the 16th instant ; 
and that on the previous day Mr. Bidwell presented himself and entered upon his 
duties as Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. ‘ 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO, FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 115. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 21, 1859. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 

No. 8 of the 6th of June, respecting the question which had arisen between ourselves 

and our Portuguese colleagues as to whether an Arbitrator once elected by ballot 

for the adjudication of a case, should undertake the arbitration throughout that 

case. 

We shall take care to be guided in future by your Lordship’s instructions on 
this point. 

e have shown your Lordship’s despatch to our Portuguese colleagues, but 
they inform us that at present they have received no instructions thereupon from 
the Government of His Most Faithful Make; 

e have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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No. 116. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received September 2.) 


(Separate.) 
Sir, Cape Town, July 22, 1859. 

_ WE do not think it right to allow the despatch covering the Annual Report of 
this Mixed Commission to be sent to the Secretary of State so long after the date at 
which that document is usually forwarded, without some explanation of the delay ; 
and we beg, therefore,- that = will have the goodness to inform the Earl of 
Malmesbury that, as soon as the cases treated of in the Report were concluded, the 
Report was prepared, and was submitted by us to the Mixed Commission on the 
14th March, since which date it has remained under the consideration of our Portu- 
guese ee from whom it was returned, with approval on the 16th instant 
only, notwithstanding our frequent and repeated request that they would come to a 
decision as to the alterations they venice. to enable us to transmit the Report to 
the Foreign Office. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 117. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 5, September 22, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 28.] 


No. 118. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.— (Received September 27.) 


No. 29.) ‘ 
y Lord, Cape Town, August 17, 1859. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 21st June last, marked Circular, and informing us that Her Majesty had 
been pleased to er the Earl of Malmesbury’s resignation of the office of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and to confide to your 
Lordship the seals of that Department. 
We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES, 





No. 119. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell—(Received September 27.) 
No. 30.) 
y Lord, e Town, August 17, 1859. 


Cap 
WE have the honour tu acknowledge the receipt of the Earl of Malmesbury’s 
despatch No.9 of the 16th of June last, transmitting to us further information 
respecting vessels which were pete: © Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Havana 
in May last to be supposed to be destined for the Slave Trade. 
In compliance with his Lordship’s directions, we have transmitted intelli- 
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gence to his Excellency Admiral Sir Frederick Grey, the Naval Commander-in-chief 
on this station. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 120. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 31.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, August 17, 1859. 


WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 23rd ultimo, 
Mr. Valdez, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Arbitrator in this Commission, disappeared 
from Cape ‘Town ; no notice of his intended departure having been given to us, or 
to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner, the Chevalier Duprat. 

Mr. Valdez left a letter for the Chevalier Duprat, in which he states that “in 
consequence of the accusations which have been made against him by his British 
colleagues, and of the bad state of his health, and still worse state of his finances, 
he was about to justify himself to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, 
and to make arrangements as to his private affairs.” 

We have the honour to inclose copies of these letters. 

By the “accusations made against him by his British colleagues,” we suppose 
Mr. Valdez refers to the facts connected with his appropriation of the award of the 
“ Esperanca,” which, as we informed him would be necessary, we detailed in our 
despatch to the Earl of Malmesbury No. 23 of the 5th July. 

The accusations to which the Chevalier Duprat alludes, are, as he has explained 
to us, the discreditable rumours relating to Mr. Valdez’s private money transactions, 
which were very generally prevalent here, but with the circulation of which, we 
need hardly assure your Lordship we had nothing to do. 

Prior to Mr. Valdez’s absconding he had become pecuniarily involved to a 
considerable extent; but no provision for his creditors has been made beyond that 
named in his letter to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner, namely, twenty 
pieces of blank paper, signed by him, and left with the Portuguese Consul, to serve 
as drafts hereafter. Mr. Valdez at the last raised between 300/. and 4900/1. by 
negotiating bills, and endeavoured to obtain further sums: but what he obtained he 
appears to have takeu with him. 

We think jt best to inclose to your Lordship slips from some of the Cape 
journals as to these facts, which have come to our knowledge through this medium 
and current report. We regret that we have no reason to believe that the facts as 
stated in the papers are at all exaggerated. 

From these slips it will appear, further, that Mr. Valdez was supposed at first 
to have sailed, on the 24th July, by either the mail steamer or Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Perseverance” for Europe; but that subsequently, warrants having n taken 
out for his apprehension, search was made for him on board the “ Cadichonne,” a 
French ship lying in Table Bay, one of the crew having given information that a 

lace of concealment had been made in the hold of that vessel for Mr. Valdez. 
hen the officer endeavoured to execute the warrant, a collision seemed probable 
between the French crew and the officers of justice, which caused some delay. 
Ultimately the search was made, and the place of concealment discovered as 
described, but Mr. Valdez was not found, though some of his property was on 
board. A few nights afterwards an attempt was made by some of the crew to 
smuggle two boxes on shore from the ‘“Cadichonne,” when they were stopped at 
the wharf. On being opened, they were found to contain silver and other property 
belonging to Mr. Valdez, which the French captain claimed under a letter ceding 
them over. In consequence of this transaction, and for resistance to the Consul of 
France, the captain has been removed from his command, and, with of the 
crew, was for some time detained with the view of being forwarded to France in a 
French man-of-war. ; : 
Up to this date no further tidings have reached us of Mr. Valdez, neither is it 
known whether he has succeeded in quitting the Cape. 
e have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 120. 


The Portuguese Commissioner to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


—? 
ntlemen, Cape Town, July 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to place in your hands a copy of an official letter which I have just received from 
Senhor Valdez, the Portuguese Arbitrator in this Mixed ission, telling me that it is indispensable for him to 


depart as soon as possible for Europe in consequence of the very bad state of his private affairs, and that he is 
going to present himself to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty to answer before the said Government 
: for the acts of which he is accused. 
God preserve, &e. (Signed) ALFRED DUPRAT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 120. 
The Portuguese Arbitrator to the Portuguese Commissioner. 


(Translation. Cape Town, July 24, 1859. 

_ I HAVE the honour to inform you that having resolved to go to Portugal in consequence of the accusations 
which have been made against me by my British colleagues, and in consequence also of the very bad state of my 
health and_still worse state of my private finances, with the intention of justifying myself to the Government of 
His Most Faithful Majesty, and of making arrangements with my family as to what relates to my private affairs, 
I have, moreover, taken the resolution of writing to the Consul of His Most Faithful Majesty in this city that 
which is contained in the inclosed letter, which I ask you to’cause to be delivered, and to remit twenty pieces of 
paper which are also inclosed herewith signed by me in blank, in order to serve as drafts if the proposals treated of 
in my said letter to the Consul are accepted. 

I have to request that you will communicate to the British Commissioners and any one else to whom it may 
be proper to do so, according to official style, that, in consequence of the state of my affairs and of my health, I 
am going to present myself to His Majesty. 
I avail, &c. 
(Signed) F. T. VALDEZ. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 120. 
Extract from the “ Cape Argus” of July 26, 1859. 


SENHOR VALDEZ, the Portuguese Arbitrator, who, it will be recollected, rendered himself somewhat 
conspicuous during the trials of the late slaver cases, suddenly disappeared on Saturday, after having done a little 
bill with several firms. Unfortunately, he omitted to use the proceeds in ridding himself of liabilities, or his 
departure would have made a great deal less noise than it is now doing. Some say he is gone to England in the 
“Dane,” others say the “ Perseverance” took him away from the land of creditors and dans, where he could find 
neither sympathy nor peace. A large majority of persons insist that he has not gone at all, but say that he is 
still in the bay. Two writs were issued yesterday for his apprehension; but with what result we are unable to 
say. Valdez was great on the law, and it is generally believed that he will outdo the sheriff. He could not have 
left penniless, but, on the contrary, he must have taken away many pounds with him. Amongst the worst 
charges brought against him is one of having cheated a poor man of his money. A man, named Henry Joseph, 
gave Valdez 751. for a cheque of his own, which was to be forwarded as a remittance to Breslau. Mr. Joseph, 
introduced to the Portuguese Arbitrator at one of the leading hotels, could not believe other than that it was all 
right. Joseph told Valdez that the 75/. was a matter of great moment to his wife and family, to whom he wished 
to remit it; but of great moment or little moment, it was all the same, as we are informed. Just before leaving, 
the Arbitrator tried to get money from several firms by negotiating bills. He succeeded in obtaining 150/. from 
Phillips, Moore & Co., merchants, in St. George’s-street ; 50/. from Suffert & Co.; 501. from Prince, Collison 
& Co. He attempted to get amounts from Deane & Johnson; Mr. Schultz, Strand-street; Porter & Van 
der Byl; Searight & Co., but failed to do so. It is stated that he belongs to a good family in Portugal ; but what 
chance there is of creditors getting paid we have no means of knowing. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 120. 
Extract from the “ Mercantile Advertiser” of July 30, 1859. 


ON Wednesday, an exciting hunt took place in pursuit of no less distinguished game than the Portuguese 
Arbitrator of the Mixed Commission, Senhor Valdez. It appears that this gentleman has been lately outrunning 
the constable, has got largely into debt with several of the tradesmen and others in Cape Town, and, on Saturday 
last, disappeared. It was supposed, at first, that he had got on board the “ Dane,” or “ Perseverance,” and 
proceeded to England. On Wednesday morning, however, one of the sailors of the French barque ‘ Cadichonne” 
gave information that he was concealed in the hold of that vessel, among the sugar bags. The prosecuting 
attorney, Mr. Fairbridge, went in pursuit, accompanied with the sheriff’s officer, Mr. Geyer, and a oe of police, 
and proceeded on board. There see were received by the captain, his officers, and crew, all arme: with muskets, 
swords, cutlasses, knives, &c., and were peremptorily forbidden to search any part of the ship. Mr. Fairbridge 
returned ashore, applied to the French Consul, who dispatched his Chancelier on board to restore order, and 
returned to the hunt with a still stronger posse of constables, coolies, &c. They then searched the ship all over, 
found the retreat among the sugar-bags described by the informing seaman, but did not find Senhor Valdez. About 
dusk they all returned ashore again, disappointed and disgusted. On the following day the barque was gaily 
decked out with a full display of ‘bunting, in honour of the defeat of the bailiffa and the attorney. Nothing 


‘ 
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further has been heard of the missing Arbitrator. It is debated whether he is still safely ensconced on board the 
“Cadichonne,” or whether he got transshipped to another French vessel, which sailed on Wednesday night. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 120. 
Extract from the “ Mercantile Advertiser” of August |, 1859. 


ON Friday night, several of the crew of the “ Cadichonne” attempted to smuggle ashore two boxes containin 
the luggage of Mr. Valdez. They were stopped at the wharf by the tide-waiters, and immediately dowst 
fight. Assistance promptly arrived, however, and the luggage was seized. It was opened by the Custom-house 
authorities, and found to contain Mr. Valdez’s clothing, together with a quantity of jewellery and silver of 
considerable value. ‘I'he captain of the *Cadichonne” claimed it all as his, and produced a letter signed by 
Mr. Valdez on the 10th of hls, ceding the property over to him. ' 

On Saturday morning part of the crew were arrested by order of the French Consul. They will be detained 
here until the first arrival of a French vessel of war, when they will be sent home to France as prisoners, The 
captain of the “ Cadichonne” has also been removed from the command, and he is to be succeeded by Captain 
Abo, late of the brig ‘“ Osmond.” 





No. 121. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 7, October 18, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 31.] 





No. 122. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 8, October 18, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 32.] 





No. 123. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 27.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 14, 1859. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 5th July last, transmitting to us further information respecting vessels 
reported by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, in June last, to be destined 
for the Slave Trade. 

In compliance with your Lordship’s directions, we have transmitted this intel- 
ligence to his Excellency Rear-Admiral Sir Frederick Grey, the Naval Commander- 
in-chief on this station. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 124. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 10.) ; 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 31, 1859. 


I INCLOSE, for your information, copies of a correspondence which I_ have 
had with Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, relative to the removal of Mr. Valdez 
from his post of Partagoets Arbitrator in the Mixed ues Ree" 

am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Class B, Nos. 341, 346, 347, and 351. 
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No. 125. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 11, November 3, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 35. 





No. 126. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 12.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 4, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, confidentially, for your information a copy of a note 
which I have received from the Portu ont Kliniator at this Court,* inclosing a copy 
of the instructions furnished by the Boetn uese Government to the Commanders of 
their Naval Stations on the Eastern and Western Coasts of Africa in regard to the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. 


1 am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 127. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

(No. 13.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 5, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 3ist, I inclose, for your infor- 
mation, a copy of a despatch and its inclosure from Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Lisbon,t announcing the dismissal, by the Portuguese Government, of Mr. Valdez 
from his post of Portuguese Arbitrator in the Mixed British and Portuguese 
Commission Court established at the Cape. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 128. 
Mr. Smith to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received November 26.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, October 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, under the authority of 
the letter of appointment addressed to me by Mr. Fitzgerald, dated May 31st last, 
I drew upon the Lords Commissioners of Her aes Treasury, on the 30th of 
September, for one quarter’s salary, commencing from July Ist, 1859, as Registrar 
to this Mixed Commission. 

Your Lordship, perhaps, may not be aware that the late Secretary of State, the 
Earl of Malmesbury, was pleased to grant me a gratuity of 250/. for my services as 
Acting Registrar from November, 1857, up to November 1858, when my predecessor, 
Mr. cox, arrived in this Colony. That gentleman, however, was quite unable to 
do any duty at all, and consequently I continued to act as Registrar. 

Mr. Knox’s death took place on the 6th March last; and I venture very respect- 
fully to solicit that your Lordship will be pleased to move Lord John Russell to 
grant me a gratuity as Acting Registrar, for the period comprised between 
March 6th and July Ist; and, in throwing myself upon his Lordship’s consi- 
dération, all I can say is, that, with every necessary of life at rates far higher than 
are paid in England, any allowance which may be made will be most thankfully 
and gratefully received by me. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 


* Class B, No. $ + Ibid., No. 354. 
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No. 129. 
Mr. Smith to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received November 26.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, October 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, for some time past, | have, 
with the knowledge of both the British and Portuguese Commissioners, in # private 
manner verioemed the duties of Chancellor in the Consulates in this city, of Belgium, 
Sardinia, and Portugal, and in the Vice-Cosulates of Russia and Spain, all of 
hea are held by Mr. James Duncan Thomson, who is one of my most intimate 

riends. 

Mr. Thomson, however, having deemed it expedient, by this mail, to notify 
officially to the respective Governments which he represents that I am assisting 
him in his Consular duties, I consider it to be my duty to report the same to your 
ego for the information of Lord John Russell; and at the same time to solicit 
his Lordship’s sanction to the above-noted arrangement, which of course I will take 
care shall not in any way interfere with my duties in the Court of Mixed 
Commission. 

I feel it right to add, that with respect to the Portuguese Chancellorship, I 
undertook the office only upon the express condition that i was not to be in any 
way connected with questions or business which might arise in the Portuguese — 
Consulate, relative to cases which might be brought before the Mixed Commission ; 
and these conditions have been reported by Mr. Thomson to the Government of His 
Most Faithful Majesty. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 





No. 130. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—( Received November 26.) 


(No. 33.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 15, 1859. 
WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 with its 
inclosures, as to the election of an Arbitrator in cases of difference arising between 
us and our Portuguese colleagues. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


i 


No. 131. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 26.) 
(No. 34.) 
My Lord Cape Town, October 15, 1859. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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No. 132. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

(No, 16.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 5, 1859. 

MR. WILLIAM TASKER SMITH having applied to me for remuneration for 
his services for the period during which he performed the duties of Acting Registrar 
in the Mixed Commission Court, viz., from the 6th March (the date of Mr. Knox’s 
decease) to the Ist July last, when Mr. Smith was himself appointed to the post of 
Registrar, | have to authorize you to pay to that gentleman the sum of 79/. 17s. in 
remuneration for his services on this occasion; and you will charge the same in the 
pee spetely account of the British portion of the Contingent Expenses of the 
Mix ourt. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 133. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 17, December 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 41.] 





No. 134. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 18, December 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 42.] 





No. 135. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 19, December 7, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. ] 





No. 136. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 20, December 15, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade infurmation: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 43.] 





No. 137. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 21.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 20, 1859. 

I HAVE received a letter from Mr. Tasker Smith, stating that, with your 
knowledge and sanction, he has for some time past performed the duties of 
Chancellor in the Belgian, Sardinian, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish Consulates, 
and he requests my sanction to a continuance of the arrangement, which he 
represents as not in any way interfering with his duties as Registrar to the Mixed 
Commission. 

It would be objectionable on every account that an officer holding an 
ment in the Mixed Commission Court should be connected with foreign 


— 
Crass A. Q 


gents, 
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and I have, accordingly, to desire that you will inform Mr. Smith that I cannot 
sanction his employment in any foreign Consulate. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 138. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 22, December 20, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 44.] 





No. 139. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 27.) 


(No. 35.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, November 17, 1859. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 5 of the 22nd September last, transmitting to us a Memorandum containing 
information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for 
employment in the Slave Trade. 
In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions we have transmitted a copy of 
this Memorandum to the Naval Commander-in-chief on this Station. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


No. 140. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 23, December 28, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 45.] 





No. 141. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 1, January 2, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 46.| 





No. 142. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 2, January 23, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 50.] 





No. 143. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 3, January 28, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information : see ng a of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 51.] 


LL 
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No. 144. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 30, 1860.) 


(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 16, 1859. 

WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatches Nos. 10 and 13 
with their inclosures, from which we learn that the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty had dismissed Mr. Valdez from the office of Portuguese Arbitrator 
in this Commission by a Royal Decree, dated the 22nd of October last. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 145. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 30, 1860.) 


No. 38.) 
ly Lord, Cape Town, December 16, 1859. 
WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch No. 12, marked 
Confidential, transmitting to us a copy of instructions forwarded by the Portuguese 
Government to the Commanders of their naval stations on the Eastern and 
Western Coasts of Africa, in regard to the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 146. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 30, 1860.) 


(No. 39.) 
My Lord, , Cape Town, December 16, 1859. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos. 7, 8, 9, 11, and 14, with their inclosures containing information as to the 
movements of vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

In compliance with your Lordship’s directions we are about to transmit to 
Sir Frederic Grey, the Naval Conmaandeelncobiet on this station, the names and 
particulars of the vessels indicated. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 147. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 4, January 31, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 52.] 





No. 148. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 6, February 15, 1860, 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 59.] 
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No. 149. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 7, February 23, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 60.] 





No. 150. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1860. 

WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has been 
adjudicated by the Mixed Commission of which we are Members, during the half- 
ending December 3], 1859. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 151. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 2.) : 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1860. 

IN pursuance of the instructions given to us inthe Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch 
No. 2 of February 20, 1843, by which we are directed to transmit, at the close of 
each year, a detailed Report of the judicial proceedings before this Mixed 
Commission during that period, we have the honour to report to your Lordship 
that no case has been adjudicated by the Court during the year ending December 31, 
1859. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 152. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1860. 
WITH reference to instructions given to us by the Earl of Aberdeen’s 
despatch No. 2 of February 20, 1843, to transmit to the Foreign Office, at the end 
of each year, a certified copy of the register of slaves emancipated by sentence 
of this Mixed Commission, we have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no 
vessels with slaves on board have been brought before us during the year ending 
December 31, 1859. 





We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
No. 153, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—( Received February 28.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1860. 


WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the 
Mixed Commission of which we are members, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article Xi, Annex B to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating— 
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Ist. To the cases which have been brought before the Court for adjudication. 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes. 

3rdly. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical 
education of the liberated negroes. 

We have also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese 
colleague is about to transmit a duplicate original of this Report to the Govern- 
ment of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 153. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission for 1859. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, by which it is stipulated that the Mixed Com- 
missions shall transmit annually to each Government a Report, relating— 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication ; 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

3rdly. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treatment and the progress made 
in the religious and the mechanical education of the liberated negroes; 

The Undersigned, Members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope, have the 
honour to report to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty and to the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty that no case has been brought before them for adjudication during the year ending Decemher 31, 1859 ; 
and that no negroes have been emancipated by decree of this Mixed Commission since its establishment. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
AL. DUPRAT. 
WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar. 
Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, December 31, 1859. 





No. 155. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, . Cape Town, January 16, 1860. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos. 15, 17, and 18, transmitting to us information respecting the movements of 
vessels suspected of being intended for employment in the Slave Trade. 

In compliance with your Lordship’s directions, we shall lose no time in making 
this information known to Admiral Sir Frederic Grey, the Naval Commander-in- 
chief on this station. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 156. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 


No. 9. 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 16, 1860. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 16 of the 5th of December last, authorizing us to pay to Mr. William Tasker 
Smith the sum of 79/. 17s., in remuneration for his services for the J gies during 
which he performed the duties of Acting Registrar in this Mixed Commission 
Court, viz., from the 6th of March, the date of Mr. Knox’s death, to the Ist of July 
last. when Mr. Smith was himself appointed to the post of Registrar; and in 
compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, we shall pay the above amount 
(791. 17s.) to Mr. Smith, and charge the same in the account of the expenses of the 
British Commissioners for the next quarter, ending 31st of March. 
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We are requested by Mr. Smith to lay before your Lordship the expression of 
his grateful thanks for the remuneration awarded to him by your Lordship. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 157. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 10.) . 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 19, 1860. 


WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a letter and of 
its inclosure which we have this day received from Rear-Admiral Sir Frederic Grey, 
containing information as to the suspected connivance of the Governor of [bo in 
the intended shipment of slaves from that place by the “ ‘ Rubens,’ Anvers,” in 
December last, alluded to in our despatch No. 7 of the 16th of January, and which 
the Admiral considers should be brought to the knowledge of the Government of 
His Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 157. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, ; “ Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, January 17, 1860. 

{ TRANSMIT, for your information, extracts from the reports of Commander Oldfield of the circumstances 
attending the capture of a brig without colours or papers, since ascertained to have cleared from the Havana in 
June under Spanish colours and the name of ‘‘ Echo,” and to have becn originally the Belgian brig ** Rubens,” of 
Antwerp; this name can still be made out on her stern, though it has been painted over. 

Commander Oldfield’s report seems to leave little room to doubt that Senhor Carvalho, the Governor of Ibo, 
must have connived at the intended shipment of slaves in this vessel, all the arrangements having been made in 
the town of Ibo; the character of the brig, with a crew of 37 men, could not have been doubtful. 

From information I have received, I have also little doubt that at least four other cargoes have been shipped 
in the middle of last year from the same neighbourhood. 

You will, I think, agree with me that these suspicious circumstances should be brought to the knowledge of 
the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 157. 
Extract from Commander Oldfield's Report, dated December 8, 1859. 


ON standing towards Ibo, on the evening of the 2nd of December, 1859, the ‘‘ Lyra” observed a brig at anchor; 
stood off and on for the night, and at daylight, finding the brig no longer off the town of Ibo, proceeded to the 
north part of Matemo, where, shortly after 8 a.m., saw the brig at anchor; stood slowly in not to excite 
suspicion. At 12°10, the brig being six miles distant, was observed to make sail. After a five hours’ chase, ran 
alongside, boarded, and seized her. No papers or colours were found, nor would any one acknowledge to being 
captain ; the crew, with one accord, said he was on shore completing the purchase of the 800 slaves that were to 
have been shipped on the night of the 4th instant. 

On the 5th Commander Oldfield anchored off the town of Ibo, and sent Lieutenant De Wahl to ask permis- 
sion of the Governor to land twenty of the crew of the brig, and subsequently had an interview with his Excellency 
on the subject. Commander Oldfield, in a letter to his Exvellency, brought to his knowledge the fact that the 
captain and three of the crew of the brig were, at the time of the brig’s departure from Ibo, on shore at the town 
with the object of purchasing slaves, suggesting the seizure of the captain and his slaves; but his Excellency 
denied to Lieutenant De Wahl all knowledge of this circumstance, and even the possibility of such being the 


. “Commander Oldfield, however, states that it had come to his knowledge that the Governor had received a 
certain sum of money (it is said 9,000 dollars) to aid the captain of the brig in the transaction, and had even gone 
so far as to send the pilot to move the brig from the anchorage off Ibo to that off the north point of Matemo. 
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No. 158. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 8, March 1, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 62.] 





No. 159. 

Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 9, March 5, 1860. 
{Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 63.] 

No. 160. 

Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 10, March 21, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
‘ Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 66.] 





No. 161. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty Commissioners, No. 11, March 27, ‘860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 67.] 
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No. 162. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Gabriel. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, 1859. 


WITH reference to the Earl of Malmesbury’s letter to you of the 30th ultimo, 
soqusintiog you that, in pursuance of his Lordship’s recommendation, the Queen 
had been graciously pleased to appoint you to be Her Majesty’s Commissioner in 
the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at Loanda, with a 
salary of 1,300/. a-year, I am directed by his Lordship to transmit to you Her 
Majesty’s Commission conferring that appointment upon you. 

1 am to inform you that, during periods of absence from your post, your salary 
will be diminished by one-half; and that if, owing to the state of your health or 
other circumstances, you should obtain Her Majesty’s permission to retire from 
your appointment of Commissioner, you will, in addition to the pension to which 
you may be eligible on account of your services as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the 
Mixed Court at Loandu, be recommended to the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury for an increase of pension not exceeding two more twelfths of 
your salary for each six years’ further service completed at your post previously to 
your retirement. 

Periods of absence from your post, excepting on the public service, are not to 
be counted as portions of service upon which an application for a pension is to be 
grounded. 

In conclusion, [ am to inform you that you may draw for your salary as Com- 
missioner in the same manner as you have hitherto been in the habit of drawing for 
your salary as Arbitrator. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGFRALD. 


No. 163. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Sir H. Huntley. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, 1859. 

WITH reference to the Earl of Malmesbury’s letter to you of the 30th ultimo, 
i goa you that, in pursuance of his Lordship’s recommendation, the Queen 
had been graciously pleased, in addition to your appointment of Consul for 
the Province of Angola, to confer upon you the appointment of Her Majesty’s 
Arbitrator in the, Mixed British and Portuguese Commission Court established at 
Loanda, with a total salary of 800/. a-year, | am directed by his Lordship to 
transmit to you Her Majesty’s Commission conferring that appointment upon 

ou. 
- I am to inform you that, during periods of absence from your post, your salary 
will be diminished by one-half. 

If, after twelve years’ actual] service at your post at Loanda, such service 
| having been performed to the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, you 
should, from ill-health or other circumstances, obtain Her Majesty’s permission to 
retire from your apeoruees of Arbitrator, you will be recommended to Her 
Majesty’s Treasury for a pension not exceeding four-twelfths of the salary which 
you may enjoy at the conclusion of such service; and the pension for which you 


LOANDA. 121 


will be recommended will be increased by a sum not exceeding two more twelfths 
of your salary for each six years’ further service which you shall have completed at 
your post previously to such retirement. 

eriods of absence from your post, excepting on the public service, are not to 
be —_ as portions of service upon which an application for a pension is to be 
grounded. 

With respect to the payment of your salary, I am to acquaint you that it is 
left to your option either to draw for the amount due to you at the expiration of 
each quarter, namely, the 3lst of March, the 30th of June, the 30th of September, 
and the 31st of December, in each year, by bills on the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury at thirty days after sight, or to receive it from Her Majesty’s 
Paymaster-General through your agent in London. 

If you adopt the first of these alternatives, you will state in the body of each 
bill the precise period for which the salary is due, and you will draw only for the 
net amount due after making the necessary deduction for income tax; but you will 
be careful to state in the bill itself the gross amount of salary, and the specific 
amount of deduction made. 

If your salary shall be received by an agent, a certificate must be presented, 
signed by the senior British member of the Mixed Commission, to the effect that 
you were in existence at the end of the period for which the salary is claimed on 
your part ; but such certificate will not be required when a bill is drawn. 

Your Consular salary of 100/. is discontinued, and ceased on the 31st ultimo. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 
No. 164. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 13, 1859. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
Captain Sir Henry Huntley, RN, in addition to his appointment as Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Loanda, to be Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission established at that place under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842, between Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I have accordingly to desire that you will introduce Sir Henry Huntley to your 
Portuguese colleagues as Her Bajos Arbitrator, and after having administered 
to him the necessary oath, you will enter with him upon the duties of your 
respective appointments as Commissioner and Arbitrator. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 166. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Sir G. Jackson. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1859. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 26th ultimo, I am directed by the Earl of 
Malmesbury to acquaint you that, in pursuance of his Lordship’s recommendation, 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have awarded to you a retiring 
allowance of 7911. 13s. 4d. a-year, being the highest amount which it is in their 
power to grant under the Act of Parliament. « 

You will be permitted to draw this eee in addition to that of 616/. per 
annum, to which you are already entitled on account of your services in a diplo- 
matic capacity. i 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) /W. 8S. V. FITZGERALD. 





Crass A. R 
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No. 167. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9, 1859.) 
(No. 73.) | 
My Lord, Loanda, December 5, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 12 of the 6th September Jast, and to state that Theve fulfilled your instructions 
therein contained, to communicate to the Portuguese authorities and to the 
Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers on this division of the station the informa- 
tion received from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, 
with regard to a barque called the “J. W. Reid” under American colours, which 
is supposed to be about to leave Cuba for this coast to be employed in the Slave 
Trade 
: I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 168. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9, 1859.) 
(No. 74.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 10, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to report that Sir Henry Huntley, who has been appointed 
by your Lordship to the office of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this 
place, arrived here in Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Conflict” from the Island of Ascension 
on the 8th instant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 169, 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesury.—( Received May 8, 1859.) 


(No. 75.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 20, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a letter which, in obedience 
to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 31st August last, I 
have addressed to the Governor-General, communicating the particulars respecting 
a vessel belonging to this place called the “ Rio Zaire,” which was boarded by the 
boats of Her Majesty’s steamer ‘‘ Medusa,” under circumstances which leave little 
room to doubt that she is engaged in the Slave Trade. . 

Your Lordship will perceive that in this letter 1 have also brought under his 
Excellency’s notice the facilities which I have strong ground to suppose are afforded 
to the slave-dealers in the River Congo, by employing small craft like the “ Rio 
Zaire” in transferring slaves and slave provisions from one depdt to another along 
that part of the coast, and I shall he gratified should your Lordship’s approval of 
this step be granted to me. 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 169. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General uf the Province of Angola. 
Sir, Loanda, December 20, 1858. 
I AM instructed by the Queen’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to inform your Excellence 

that a palhabote belonging to this place called the “ Rio Zaire,” was boarded by the boats of Her Majesty's 

steamer “ Medusa” in the River Congo, on the 28th April last, under circumstances which leave little room to 
doubt that she is engaged in the Slave Trade. 

Three canoes were seen at the sime time as the “ Rio Zaire,” one of which was captured by the boats of 


the “ Medusa,” with 33 slaves on board, the other two having escaped ; and it is strongly suspected that these 
- slaves were about to be shipped in the said palhabote. 
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T am, therefore, to request that your Excellency will put the most vigorous measures in practice to ascertain, 
if possible, who were the parties engaged in this slave-tra ing adventure, 

The “ Rio Zaire,” as your Excellency is aware, belongs to Luiz Antonio Ferreira Reis, a Portuguese 
subject, who has already been “ pronunciado” for the crime of Trafficking in Slaves, and there is too much 
reason to fear that she, like many others of the small craft and launches wearing the Portuguese flag, and 
furnished with papers from this Provincial Government, is employed by the slave-dealers in the River Congo 
in conveying slaves from one depét to another, along the shores of that part of the coast, for shipment. 

I believe that if a vigilant watch were kept upon these coasting-vessels, there would be little difficulty in 
discovering sufficient proofs of the nefarious pursuits in which they are engaged to warrant their detention under 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. By this means a serious check might be given to the Slave Trade in the 
River Congo; and manv of the parties who are there openly and notoriously violating the laws of their country 
against that Traffic might be brought to conviction and punishment. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


SEE Eee 
No. 170. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lora, Loanda, January 1, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been presented 
for adjudication to the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at 
this place during the last half-year. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


ee 
No. 171. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1859. 
IN pursuance of the General Instructions, | have the honour to inclose here- 
with, for your Lordship’s information, a Return of the slaves emancipated and 
registered by the Mixed Commission Court at sae fos “ne end of the year 1858. 
have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 171. 


Reaister or Staves, natives of Africa, liberated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established 
at St. Paul de Loanda. 



















a8 F Bas Z 
a Date of 2 by 5 3 3 
Vessel in which captured. is Liberation. g Observations. s a's 3 FP 
> a 
ze a Sasa a | = 
Portuguese boat withoutmame| 4 | March 29, 1845 4 | Enlisted in the Portuguese navy . . 
Portuguese launch “Fortuna”! 20 | March 27, 1848 | 20 | 2 are enlisted in the Provincial land forces| 14 3 1 
Slaves liberated in 1845... ar ‘a = ss <n 4 
Ditto in 1848... a ee os ren oe 29 
Total number of Slaves liberated up to 31st of December, 1858 . 24 
Liberated Slaves deceased in 1851, of natural death ea ] 
Ditto ditto of violent death Ar s 1 
Ditto absconded si aC se ; 1 
Ditto in the enjoyment of full liberty 14 
Ditto in the Portuguese navy : 4 
Ditto in the land forces .. ts és de 2 
Ditto existing on the 31st December, 1858 .. os 0 


St. Paul de Loanda, December 31, 1858. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 172. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 


No. 3.) 
y Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 75 of last year’s series, inclosing a copy 
of a letter which, in the execution of your Lordship’s instructions, I addressed to 
the Governor-General reporting the circumstances under which the “ Rio Zaire” 
was boarded by the boats of Her Majesty’s steamer ‘“ Medusa,” I have now the 
honour to transmit a translation of a despatch which I have received from Senhor 
Amaral, and of the answer which I have returned to his Excellency. 

2. The Governor-General assures me that he will employ all possible means to 
comply with the request which I had been instructed to make, and, informs me, 
at the same time, that he has submitted to the consideration of his Government the 
urgent necessity of occupying the River Congo. He takes occasion, also, to intro- 
duce into his despatch some observations on two other important points: first, 
the protection afforded to the slave-dealers in that locality by the use of the 
American "Hag and, secondly, the incitement given to the 'I'raffic by the system 
now adopted by the French Government in purchasing slaves on this coast to be 
shipped to the West Indian Colonies under the title of emigrants. 

I did not, however, consider it advisable to allow myself to be led into a corre- 
spondence on matters wholly foreign to the subject which I had been instructed by 
your Lordship to bring under his Excellency’s notice, and, therefore, although fully 
sensible of the magnitude of the evils referred to, [ limited myself, in acknowledging 
his despatch, to reminding him that my communication had reference only to vessels 
liable to the provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and expressing a hope 
that his promised measures would prove successful in discovering the facts connected 
with the Slave Trade adventure in which the “ Rio Zaire” was engaged. 

3. I should be glad if I could hold out a hope to your Lordship of any practical 
or satisfactory result from the Governor-General’s inquiries into this affair, but, on 
the contrary, I fear that we cannot anticipate that any proofs will be obtained to 
criminate the guilty parties. I shall not, howenver, lose sight of this matter, and 
should I not receive any further communication from the Governor-General on the 
subject, I propose, in due time, again to address myself to his Excellency, requesting 
to be informed of the result of his investigation of the circumstances connected 
with the illicit employment of the ‘‘ Rio Zaire.”’ 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, December 26, 1858. 


” I HAD the honour to receive your despatch of the 20th instant, in which, in obedience to the instructions 
of Her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, you inform me that a canoe with 
negroes was captured by the boats of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Medusa,” two others having escaped, and that 
there are strong grounds to suppose that these negroes were destined for an illicit Slave Trade adventure in which 
the palhabote “ Rio Zaire” was to have been engaged, she having been visited at the same time by the boats of , 
the said steamer. : : ; ; 

You observe that the palhabote “ Rio Zaire” belongs to Luiz Antonio Ferreira Reis, who is now a prisoner 
at Benguela, “ pronunciado ” for the crime of Slave Trafficking, from which you further conclude that that vessel 
ought to be considered suspicious. You request, therefore, that steps may be taken to inquire into this attempt 
at Slave Traffic, and to discover the individuals implicated therein, and also that the greatest vigilance may be 
exercised in regard to the above-mentioned palhabote and other small craft employed in the River Congo, in 
order that, if sufficient proofs should be obtained of their being engaged in the prohibited Traffic, they may be 
destroved in conformity with the Treaty of the 8rd July, 1842. : 

Assuring you that I will do all that lays in my power to comply with your reasonable request, I must, at the 
same time, offer to you the following observations :— : : . . . 

1. As you are aware of the means of action which I possess in the River Congo, you will readily perceive 
that I have not much confidence in their efficacy for the vigilance which may be requisite in that quarter. That 
vigilance could only result from the occupation of the territory, as I have, at various times, pointed out to you. I 
have represented the pressing necessity of adopting this measure to the Government of His Majesty, from whom 
it will doubtless receive due consideration, and then only will the nefarious Traffic in Slaves entirely cease in that 
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peary a as it has ceased in all other parts of the Portuguese dominions on this coast where there are authorities 
and force. 

2. The vessels engaged in the coasting-trade to the north, are either furnished with papers from this General 
Government, or they are not. In the former case if found by Portuguese or British ships of war contravening 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, it is beyond doubt that they ought to be brought to Loanda tu be adjudged 
before the proper tribunal. In the latter case only can they be destroyed by the said cruizers as without nationality, 
and even then it is more advisable that they should be dealt with as in the first-mentioned case, which has been the 
practice adopted by the Portuguese cruizers for some time past. 

3. You will perceive that with regard to the palhabote “ Rio Zaire,” although I concur with you that the 
fact of her belonging to Luiz Antonio Ferreira Reis fully justifies the suspicion which you entertiin of her, yet I 
cannot proceed otherwise than I have now mentioued, that is, to cause her to be competently adjudged whenever 
she may be captured by British or Portuguese cruizers. 

4. The continuation of the Slave ‘Trade in the River Congo is due to two well-known causes. These are, 
the refusal of France and the United States to recognize the right of visit, and the enterprise of the first- 
mentioned Power in engaging negroes on this coast for its Colonies. 

This latter cause incites the natives themselves and the European speculators established in the Congo to 
furnish negroes to the markets where those engagements are made. ‘lhe immunity of the flag enables the real 
slave-dealers to cover their operations. It is, therefore, much to be desired that these two great nations would 
adopt some means of coming to an arrangement for removing these impediments. [t is only in this manner, and 
by the occupation of the territory, which I have already referred to as the most efficacious of all measures, that 
the humane object of putting an end to the forced expatriation of the Africans can be attained. 

5. Notwithstanding what I have now stated, I repeat that I will redouble my efforts to remedy the evil 
which you have pointed out. I would wish, however, to observe that, in the present posture of affairs, the 
repression of attempts against the liberty of the negroes does not appear to me so easy as you imagine. 

I will bring this correspondence to the knowledge of my Government, and I hope that you will lay it before 
the Governmeut of Her Britannic Majesty, as it appears to me that by their endeavours, acting in just and common 
accord, the result which all must desire may be obtained. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 172. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, December 31, 1858. 

I HAD the honour of receiving, on the 26th, your Excellency’s letter of that day's date in reply to mine of 
the 20th instant. 

Confining myself to the subject which, in fulfilment of my instructions, I had the honour to bring under your 
Excellency's notice in my above-mentioned despatch, I shall merely take the liberty of pointing out, on the present 
occasion, that that despatch referred only to vessels and small craft navigating under the lortuguese flag, and 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave T'rade, which, being amenable to the provisions of the Treaty of the 
3rd July, 1842, can be visited, searched, and detained by British or Portuguese cruizers on any part of the 
African coast not within the territorial jurisdiction of any civilized State. 

I beg to thank your Excellency for so readily according to the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, with 
regard to the discovery of the authors of the Slave Trade adventure referred to in my despatch of the 20th instant, 
and I shall await with some solicitude the result of your efforts in this respect. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. , 





No. 173. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 


No. 4.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 15, 1859. 

I REGRET to have to inform your Lordship that the barque “ Panchita,” 
under American colours, has lately succeeded in shipping a cargo of slaves at 
Mangue Grande, between Ambrizette and the River Congo, with which she unfor- 
tunately got clear off to the Havana. 

2. Y e “ Panchita” was boarded by Her Majesty's steamer “ Pluto” only a 
few hours before she effected her escape, but, being provided with regular American 

apers, Lieutenant Simpson, commanding that vessel, could not in any way inter- 
ire with her. It was reported that she left New York on the 6th September last ; 
that she was owned by J. S. Dobson of that city, a name well known in connection 
with Slave Trade enterprises on this coast; and that she was commanded by an 
American citizen named P. R. Stanhope, having on board two Spaniards or Portu- 
guese as igh ; 

3. This was the same vessel which was detained and sent to the United States 
by Her Majesty’s—I fear, late—ship “Sappho” in May 1857, and her escape is 
specially to be lamented, inasmuch as it will certainly tend to inspire the slave- 
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traffickers with greater confidence in the security and protection afforded them by 
the American flag. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 174. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.) 


(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 20, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 37 of the 30th May, 1858, I have the honour 
to acquaint your Lordship that [ lately received a communication from Doctor José 
Julio Rodrigues informing me that, in consequence of his having been appointed 
Commissioner on the part of Portugal by a Royal Decree bearing date the 3rd of 
November, 1857, the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty had instructed him 
to ratify the oath of office which he had taken on the 31st December, 1856, on which 
date, as your Lordship is aware, his nomination had not taken place in conformity 
with the stipulations of the Treaty. 

2. At a sitting of the Mixed Commission on the 13th instant, the fact of Doctor 
Rodrigues having duly ratified the oath of office before the Principal Magistrate of 
the place, in conformity with Article I of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842, was duly entered on the records of the Court, and, at the same time, Senhor 
Antonio Urbano Pereira de Castro was sworn in before the Commissioners to the 
due execution of the duties of his office as Secretary. 

3. 1 beg leave to inclose a translation of the Minutes of the Court relative to 
these proceedings. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 174. 
Minute of Session. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Loanda, 
(Translation.) January 13, 1859. 
Present : 


Edmund Gabriel, Esq. 
Dr. José Julio Rodrigues. 
Senhor Antonio Urbano Pereira de Castro, Sec» elary. ; ) 


DOCTOR JOSE JULIO RODRIGUES produced the Decree of His Most Faithful Majesty, dated the 
3rd November, 1857, appointing him to be Commissioner on the part of Portugal in this Commission, and, having 
previously ratified the oath taken by him on the 31st December, 1856, before Doctor Luiz José Mendes Affonso, 
President of the Relagao, in the ferm prescribed in Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, there was 
reciprocally presented to him the Commission of Edmund Gabriel, Esq., Arbitrator, acting as Commissioner, 
under the Sign-Manual of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The Portuguese Commissioner declared that this ratification of the oath did not annul any’ of the acts 
previously performed by him in the exercise of his duties. 

The Acting British Commissioner then stated that, no case having been presented for adjudication, and no 
business of importance having been before the Court since the 31st December, 1856. the day on which Doctor 
José Julio Rodrigues took the oath of office which he has now ratified he, the Acting British Commissioner, does 
not consider it necessary to offer any opinion as to the validity of any acts performed by that gentleman in the 
character of Portuguese Commissioner to the present date. Mr. Gabriel added, however, that by the presentation 
of the Royal Decree nominating Doctor José Julio Rodrigues to be Portuguese Commissioner, and by his ratifica- 
tion of the oath of office, ne now recognizes Doctor Rodrigues in the said capacity, and considers the Mixed 
Commission duly installed for the legal discharge of its functions in conformity with the stipulations of the 
Treaty. 
Senhor Antonio Urbano Pereira de Casto then presented the Decree, dated the 24th November, 1857, by 
which His Most Faithful Majesty had been pleased to appoint him to the office of Secretary to the Mixed Commis- 
sion, and having also ratified the oath before the Commissioners in the form prescribed by the Treaty of the 
3rd July, 1842, he produced the inventory of all the papers, processes, and other articles sey | the archives of 
the Commission, which were delivered to him by the ex-Secretary, Senhor Augusto Guedes Coutinho Garrido, in 
conformity with the Resolution of the Mixed Commission at its last session. ra : 

And that it may so appear, the present Minute has been drawn up and signed by the Commissioners, with me, 
Autonio Urbano Pereira de Castro, the Secretary who wrote it. 

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
JOSE JULIO RODRIGUES. 
ANTONIO URBANO PEREIRA DE CASTRO, Secretary. 
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No. 175. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received May 9.) 


My Lord, Loanda, February 1, 1859. 
HEREWITH I have the honour to hand your Lordship the joint Report 
which, in conformity with the provisions of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty of 
the 3rd July, 1842, lon been drawn up by my Portuguese colleague and myself for 
transmission to each Government. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 175. 
Report of the Mixed Commission for the year 1858. 


Report, for the year 1858, which the British and Portuguese Commission established at Loonda in virtue of the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, concluded between Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the 
Traffic in Slaves, is to transmit to each of the respective Governments, in conformity with Article XIJ of 
Annex B to the said Treaty. 


1.—Cases submitted for Adjudication. 


NO case of capture on account of Slave Traffic has been brought before this Mixed Commission for adjudica- 
tion during the year ending the 31st December, 1858. 


2.— Condition of the Liberated Negroes. 


Since the establishment of this Commission 24 negroes have been emancipated by it. Of these, 4 have 
enlisted in the Portuguese navy, 2 in the land forces of the Colony, 3 died, 1 abscondei, and 14 have been granted 
their full and permanent liberty. 


3.— General information respecting the Liberated Negroes. 


Of the 4 negroes remaining under the charge of the Provincial Government on the 31st December, 1857, 
2 having attained the age prescribed in the 2nd section of Article VII of Annex C to the ‘Treaty, received from 
the Board of Superintendence, on the 31st August, 1858, certificates of their complete and entire freedom, and 
the remaining 2, having acquired ample proficiency in their respective trades to enable them to earn their own 
living, were, on the same occasion, granted certificates of emancipation, one year of their apprenticeship having 
been remitted by the Board under the power vested in it by Article VII of Annex C. Consequently, none of the 
negroes liberated by this Commission are now remaining under the charge of the Government of this province. 

Hall of Sessions of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, 

Loanda, January 31, 1859. 





(Signed) JOSE JULIO RODRIGUES, EDMUND GABRIEL, 
Portuguese Commissioner. Acting British Commissioner. 
No. 176. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 10, May 21, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No 9.] 


No. 177. 





The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


No. 11. 
Ce ) Foreign Office, May 21, 1859, 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 75 of the 20th of December, 1858, | have 
to acquaint you that I approve the letter which you addressed to the Governor- 
General of Angola, on the occasion of your bringing to his Excellency’s notice the 
particulars contained in my despatch of the 3lst August last, respecting the 
suspected employment of the palhabote “ Rio Zaire” im fee —~; Trade. 

/ am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 178. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received June 1.) 


(ie. 7.) 
y Lord, Loanda, February 23, 1859. 

I THINK it my duty to lose no time in bringing under your Lordship’s notice 
a translation of the sentence of the Court of Relacio at this place on an appeal from 
the judgment of the Juiz de Direito in the case of the well-known slave-trader 
Benito Derizans, which has just been published in the “Official Boletim” of this 
province. 

2. The importance of this document will at once be apparent to your Lordship. 
It lays down the principle that the penalties imposed for smugslive are to be 
applied to the individuals composing the crews of vessels equipped for and engaged 
in the Slave Trade, and that in order to render these delinquents liable to the 
punishment awarded in Article 19 of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, it is 
necessary that slaves should actually be on board the vessel at the time of capture. 

3. This judgment is founded on Article 7 of the above-mentioned Decree. 

4. I beg your Lordship’s attention to the arguments by which the provisions 
of that Article, which refer exclusively to the examination by the civil authorities 
of vessels fitting out in the ports of Portugal to navigate to Africa, and the penalties 
incurred by the parties concerned in such vessels, if found with articles on board to 
indicate a design of employing them in the Slave Trade, are applied to the indi- 
ee found on board ships detained on this coast completely equipped to receive 
slaves. 

5. For the full particulars respecting the capture and condemnation of the 
vessel on board of which Benito Derizans was found, and the sentence subsequertly 
pronounced by the Juiz de Direito on this individual and others composing her crew, 
I beg to refer your Lordship to the despatches from this Commission, Nos. 18, 20, 
and 29 of 1856. 

The vessel, which was discovered to be the “ General Pierce,” so frequently 
mentioned in the correspondence of Mr. Howard, formerly Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Rio Janeiro, was condemned on the ground that “it was proved that she was 
destined for the Traffic in Slaves.” 

Benito Derizans was on board, in the ostensible capacity of passenger, but in 
reality he was the captain and the principal manager of the enterprise. ‘This man’s 
name has frequently appeared in the correspondence relative to the Slave Trade 
presented to Parliament. So far back indeed as 1838 he appears to have been 
pursuing his criminal and lawless career, having been then concerned in the Spanish 
vessel ‘‘ Constituicao,” condemned in the Mixed Court at Sierra Leone; and jin a 
despatch from Her Majesty's Commissioners at that place, dated 16th June, 1842, 
he is again reported as being the captain of the brigantine ‘‘ St. Antonio,” con- 
demned in the British and Brazilian Mixed Court in that Colony. 

6. His Excellency Senhor Luiz José Mendes Affonso, the President of the Court 
of Relacio, is the same functionary who, in the inaugural address, an extract of 
which I had the honour to transmit in my despatch of the 9th of December, 1856, 
No. 79, stated that “the criminals engaged in the nefarious and cruel Traffic in 
Slaves would receive the special attention of that Tribunal, in order that all the 
severity of the laws now in force might be duly inflicted upon them.” 

He is the same authority also who proposed to the Portuguese Government 
that the highest grade of punishment, short of capital, should be attached to the 
crime of slave-dealing, as reported in a despatch from this Commission dated 16th ~ 
October, 1856, No. 56. Your Lordship will be enabled to judge how far he has 
acted in this case with that vigour and in that humane and honourable spirit 
which might have been supposed to have dictated these assurances and proposals. 

Senhor José Julio Rodrigues, Senior Judge of the Court of Relagio, is now the 
Portuguese Commissioner to whom, in conjunction with myself, has been confided 
the duty of carrying into execution the Treaty of 1842 against Slave Trade. 

7. The last paragraph of Article 9 of that Treaty says, that any one or more 
of the several articles of equipment therein enumerated, if proved to have been on 
board a captured vessel, shall be considered prima facie evidence of her actual 
employment in the Traffic in Slaves; and by Article 15 that trade is declared to be 
piracy, and Portuguese subjects who shall, under any pretext whatever, take any 
part therein, are to be subjected to the most severe secondary punishment. 
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8. The sentence, a translation ‘of which I have now the honour to hand your 
Lordship, is not only, 1 believe, without precedent in the records of the tribunals at 
this place, but it is one, the publication of which cannot fail, in my humble opinion, 
to produce the most pernicious effects in regard to the final eradication of the Slave 
Trade in the Portuguese possessions on this coast. The crew of the barque “Velha 
Annita,” captured and condemned under circumstances similar to those of the 
‘General Pierce,” who are now in confinement in the criminal prison in this city, 
pending the result of an appeal to the Court of Relacio, will, probably, on the 
principle laid down in this sentence, be set at liberty; and it is, | apprehend, much 
to be feared that whilst slave adventures can be conducted by Portuguese subjects, 
without other risk, until the slaves are actually embarked, than the loss of the 
money which may be employed in fitting out their expeditions and a trifling fine, 
many unprincipled men will readily be found to engage in pursuits which offer to 
them the prospect of such great pecuniary advantages as invariably follow the 
successful issue of transactions of this description. 

9. I feel convinced, however, that the enlightened Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty could never have contemplated such an interpretation of the law 
as has now, for the first time within yea been established by the Court of 
Relacio; and | do not entertain a doubt but that a knowledge of the facts which I 
have now the honour to report, submitted, as I respectfully hope they will be, with 
a strong representation from your Lordship, will produce measures calculated to 
remove the existing defects in the Portuguese legislation on this important matter, 
and to deter notorious criminals like Benito Derizans from re-engaging in a traffic 
solemnly prohibited by the Treaty between the two Crowns. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 178. 


Sentence. 
(Translation. ) 

THE Court having examined these autos and granted the plaint in the process, intervened by the plaintiff's 
counsel at the hearing of the cause for judgment, although it does not take cognizance of the documents which 
which were presented at that hearing. 

It is seen by the said autos that the piaintif Don Benito Derizans, merchant, native of Maracaibo, in the 
Republic of Venezuela, accused of the crime of slave-trafficking, was condemned to three years’ service on board 
national ships of war, without pay; he having been found on board of a brig, without name, which not being 
furnished with any papers to show her nationality, course, destination, or crew, but having on board articles which 
by the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, are considered as indications of her being intended for Slave Trade, 
was captured off Benguela Velha, and condemned by the Tribunal of Prizes, as seen by the sentence at folio 3. 

Considering, however, that the aforesaid penalty which is established by Article 19 of the said Decree of 
10th December, 1836, is applicable only to cases in which the crime has been consummated, as is shown by the 
words of the said Article, ‘any exportation or importation of slaves has taken place”—an hypothesis which is not 
verified by these autos, inasmuch as no slaves were found on board the vessel in which the plaintiff was embarked ; 
nor is it proved that any had been exported or imported in her, which it was requisite to prove, in order that the 
above-mentioned penalty should be awarded; a penalty which is limited to cases in which the crime has been 
consummated. 

But there having been found only some articles which, if they are considered by the above cited Decree as 
indications of the vessels being intended for the Slave Trade, establish nothing more than a simple project or 
attempt at crime, and not its consummation, it is evident that the offence to which this process refers cannot be 
considered other than mere contraband, according to Article 7, section 1, of the said Decree, wherein it says, 
“If however, any articles indicative of her destination for the Slave Trade be found, they shall be seized as contra- 
band.” In such a case the penalties specified in Ar‘icle 17 are to be applied, notwithstanding its being 
alleged that that Article relates only to vessels which are fitting out in other parts of the monarchy to navigate 
to Africa, because the law does not make this distinction in the general terms which it uses—‘ in the other ports 
of the kingdom.” 

The captured ship, on the contrary, being found in one of those ports under the circumstances mentioned in 
Article 7, and not those specified in Article 19 and its sections, and as the Penal Laws, moreover, principally 
” in doubtful cases, ought to be interpreted and applied with lenity, it follows that the penalty prescribed in Article 19, 
Section 2, cannot be imposed on the plaintiff, but that Article 17, in reference to Article 7 of the Decree of the 
10th December, 1836, ought to be applied to him, 

Further, it is not proved that the plaintiff was navigating the seas with a view of committing robberies or 
violences in order to render him liable to the provisions of Article 162 of the Penal Code, nor is it proved 
that he was merely a passenger on board the captured ship; the contradictory answers given by him to the 
interrogatories, where he confesses to having conducted the ship during the whole time the captain was. ill, and 
that the crew then obeyed him, showing that he assisted in the crime, and thereby rendered himself liable to the 
provisions of the said Article 17, and to Article 279 of the Penal Code. 

On these grounds the Court reverses the sentence appealed, and condemns the plaintiff in the loss of the 
articles captured, in two years mulct at the rate of one milreis per diem, and in the costs of suit, the bond on 
payment of these several sums. : 

Loanda, February 23, 1859. (Signed) J. J. RODRIGUES, 

MENDES AFFONSO, 
J. M. COSTA. 


Crass A. S 
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No. 179. - 


ie. i The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
o. 12. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 10, 1859. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I have appointed Mr. J. W. Brown to be Clerk 
to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda ; and I inclose, for your information and 
ag ie a copy of a letter which, by my directions, has been addressed to 

r. Brown on his appointment. 
Iam, &c. a 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





Inclosure in No. 179. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Brown. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the pleasure to inform you that I have selected you for the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at Loanda under the Treaty of 
July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves. 

Your salary in that capacity will be 400/. a-year, such salary to commence one month previously to the date 
of your embarkation for your post ; and a sum of 135/. will be paid to you towards the expenses of your equipment. 
You will also be provided at the public expense with a passage to your post. 

You will report to me how soon you will be ready to start for Loanda, and what persons you desire to take 
with you belonging to your family or establishment. . 

f, after twelve years’ actual service at your post at Loanda, such service having peen performed to the satis- 
faction of Her Majesty's Secretary of State, you should, from ill-health or other circumstances, obtain permission 
to retire from the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty's Commissioners, you will be recommended to the Treasury 
for a pension not exceeding four-twelfths of your salary as Clerk ; and the pension for which you will be recom- 
mended will be larger by a sum not exceeding two more twelfths of your salary for each six years’ further service 
which you may have completed previously to such retirement. : ; 

You will be placed on half-salary during periods of absence from your post, and periods of absence are not to 
be counted as portions of service upon which pensions can be granted. : 

Her Majesty's Commissioners will receive directions to pay to you by quarterly instalments your salary of 
400/. a-year, after making the proper deduction on account of the income tax. 

You will be careful to show all due deference and respect to Her Majesty’s Commissioner and Arbitrator ; 
and you will strictly conform to such directions as they may give to you respecting the performance of your 


duties. 
Iam, &c. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 180. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 13, June 16, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 12.] 





No. 181. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 4.) 


My Leva, Loanda, March 5, 1859. 


{T is again my disagreeable duty to report to your Lordship that the Slave 
Trade on the coast adjacent to the River Congo continues to be carried on with 
even more perseverance and success than heretofore, and with the most scandalous 

icity, under the American flag. : 

-_— So «J. W. Reid,” which was reported in Mr. Consul-General 
Crawford’s despatch to your Lordship of the 7th August last, as having fitted out 
at Santiago de Cuba under circumstances of great suspicion, has lately succeeded 
in embarking a large cargo of slaves at a spot contiguous to that river and effecting 


- 3. "Phe “J. W. Reid” was fallen in with by Her Majesty’s ship “Conflict ;” 
but although Captain Courtenay entertained no doubt of her criminal intentions, 
yet, finding that she was provided with correct American papers, he did not 
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consider himself justified in interrupting her voyage. She subsequently proceeded 
to Ponta da Lenha in the River Congo, where she is said to have landed a 
considerable sum in specie, and completed the arrangements for receiving her 
human cargo, with whom she sailed for Cuba. 

4. I regret also to have to state that rumours are prevalent here, and believed, 
that three other vessels, vearnne the American flag, have, during the two last months, 
carried off cargoes of slaves from the neighbourhood of Loango, but I have not 
been able to ascertain any particulars respecting them. 

5. From the different reports whieh I have received, I think I may safely 
pronounce that the whole of the Traffic in Slaves on this part of the coast is now 
carried on under the protection of the flag of the United States; and I presume, 
therefore, to reiterate the hope that your Lordship will have induced the Government 
of that country to take measures effectually to check a Trade which America has 
abandoned by Treaty and abolished by law, but which yet continues a scandal to 
her flag. 

This, my Lord, is now the more earnestly to be desired, inasmuch as it is 
quite evident that recent events have emboldened the slave-dealers in using that 
flag, and that from the experience which these miscreants have now acquired in the 
art of fraudulently ciaguteiiig, their vessels under it, they will henceforward cover 
themselves beyond the possibility of detection by the officers of Her Majesty’s 
squadron. 

’ 6. In concluding this despatch I lament to be obliged to state that no American 
vessel of war has appeared on any part of the coast south of the equator since the 
corvette ‘‘Dale” left this piace in November last. The River Congo, in fact, 
which I have so frequently pointed out to the Commodore and Commanders of the 
United States’ squadron as the great resort of slave-vessels using that flag, and, 
indeed, the greatest stronghold of the Traffic in Slaves now remaining on the coast 
of Africa, has been left without an American cruizer for the last six months or more. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 182. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received July 4.) 


(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 10, 1859. 

I AM honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 13 of the 23rd 
December last, transmitting, for my information, copies of two despatches from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, inclosing copies of the correspondence which has 
passed between him and the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs relative to the 
refusal of Dr. Rodrigues to accede to the proposal which I made to him that he 
should renew the oath prescribed by Article I of Annex B to the Treaty of the 
3rd July, 1842. 

2. The instructions on this subject, which were addressed to my Portuguese 
colleague by the Marquis de Loulé, arrived here some time since, and this matter 
was finally settled by Dr. Rodrigues having ratified the oath of office, as reported 
in my despatch No. 5 of the 20th January last. . . 

3. It only remains for me, therefore, to assure your Lordship that it has 
afforded me much satisfaction to learn that the view which I took of this matter 
met with your sanction and support. 

v 


[ have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 183. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 4.) 


(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 10, 1859. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch No. 14 of the 
23rd December last, inclosing for my information a copy of a aia tae Her 
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Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, reporting what had passed between him and the 
Viscount de S4 da Bandeira on the occasion of his communicating to the 
Portuguese Minister a copy of my despatch No. 52 of the 3lst July, relative to the 
feeling existing in this province against the Decree abolishing the compulsory 
— formerly exacted from the negroes under the title of “servico de carrega- 

ores.” 
2. I beg leave to tender to ycur Lordship my best thanks for this communica- 


tion. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIETI.. 





No. 184. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 4.) 


(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that on the 4th February last 
Lieutenant Burton, commanding Her Majesty’s steamer “Triton,” captured off 
Kilongo a vessel of about 197 tons, having on board a complete slave equipment. 

2. From the information which Lieutenant Burton received from one of her crew, 
named Edward Gardner, an American, and formerly master of the brig “ Robert 
M. Charlton,’ captured"by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Medusa” in March 1858, it 
would appear that this vessel, which had neither colours nor papers on board, was 
named the “George Louhse,” and that she cleared out from Cardenas, under 
American colours, for New York. She proceeded, however, direct to Kilongo with 
the intention of shipping 350 slaves for Cuba. which purpose she would soon have 
effected had she not been intercepted by the “ Triton.” 

3. She was sent to St. Helena to be tried before the Vice-Admiralty Court 





there. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 185. 
Mr. Gabriel to the Earl of Malmesbury—(Received July 4.) 
(Private.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 5, 1859. 


THE accompanying letter, which I have this moment received from a very 
intelligent friend of mine, Mr. Perry, Paymaster of Her Majesty's ship “Conflict,” 
details proceedings of some interest and importance which have recently taken 
place in the River Congo. Ree 

As the Portuguese packet is this day about to sail for Lisbon, | am sorry that 
I cannot complete my official Reports to your Lordship on the subjects referred to; 
but being very desirous that you should possess the earliest possible information of 
these proceedings, I have taken the liberty of inclosing the letter from Mr. Perry, 
assured that your Lordship will bear in mind, in reading it, that it was written with 
the freedom and unreserve of a private communication. 

The United States’ sloop-of-war “ Marion” left this place for the River Congo 
on the 16th ultimo. During her stay here I had a very satisfactory interview with 
her commander, Captain Brent; and he assures me that he would do all in his 
power to frustrate the plans of the slave-dealers in the Congo. Your Lordship will 
be glad to hear that Captain Courtenay, of the “ Conflict,” the senior officer on this 
Division, has informed me that Captain Brent acted in a most courteous and 
considerate manner in regard to the proceedings of Lieutenant Burton of the 
“Triton” with the American slave-barque “Orion.” _ 

That officer has obligingly furnished me with copies of his correspondence with 
Captain Brent on that subject, which I now beg to inclose. ; ; 

Another event of much importance has just occurred in this quarter. The 
“'Priton,” on her way from the River Congo to this place captured, off Mazula, a 
place situated within the limits of the Portuguese territory, being a short distance 
to the southward of Ambriz, a schooner from Cardenas, without colours or papers, 
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and completely fitted to receive a cargo of slaves whom, it is alleged, she was going 
to ship at Mazula. 

It was at that place, my Lord, that the notorious slave-dealer Flores was so 
remarkably successful in shipping slaves to Cuba previous to his expulsion from 
this province at the instance of Her Majesty’s Government in 1854; and as I know 
that that individual is at the present moment in a state of bankruptcy, I am appre- 
hensive of his being about to make renewed efforts in the Traffic on that part of the 
a assured as he is of the sympathies and protection of every person at this 
place. 

I purpose obtaining all the evidence I possibly can respecting this vessel’s 
intention to ship slaves within the Portuguese territory, and, if advisable, commu- 
nicating with the Governor-General on the subject. 

I shall have the honour of reporting my proceedings in this matter in due 
course. Meanwhile I beg to state that it is openly reported here that Flores will 
return by next month’s steamer from Lisbon; and I take the liberty, therefore, of 
suggesting for your Lordship’s consideration the advisability of instructing Her 
Majesty’s Minister there to use all the means in his power to induce the Portuguese 
Government to withhold its consent to his returning to this province. 

I beg to apologize to your Lordship for the delay which has taken place in 
forwarding my Annual Report and other official Returns, which, owing to the want 
of any assistance in the duties of the Commission, it has been entirely out of my 
power to prepare for transmission by this month’s packet. 

I hope, however, to be enabled to forward them by the earliest ensuing 
conveyance; and in conclusion, begging your Lordship’s pardon for this hurried 
communication, I have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 185. 
Mr. Perry to Mv. Gabriel. 


My dear Gabriel, * Conflict,” South Cove, River Congo, May 2, 1859. 

SINCE our departure from Loanda events of considerable importance, connected with the Slave Trade, 
have transpired, of which I will now proceed to give you some account. : 

It. appears that on the arrival of the “ Marion” in the Congo she found the “ Orion” detained at this 
anchorage by the “ Triton,” and Commander Brent, on Burton’s report, sent his officers on board to examine into 
the legality of her papers and the nature of her cargo, 

The result of their inquisition was the discovery of a complete double set of coppers, plank, the usual slave 
provisions, and water-casks. The opinion of Captain Brent, however, with regard to her register was that it was 
“genuine;” she also had a clearance from an American port (New York, I think) to the Congo. Captain Brent 
concluded on detaining her, and has dispatclied the vessel to the States for trial. So far so good. 

The next event of import was the arrival in the Congo of the barque “ Emily Lincoln” with the American 
flag displayed. On this vessel being boarded and searched by the officers of the “ Marion,” a cargo in all respects 
similar to “ Orion's” was found; the plank being sufficient for two slave-decks (the extra quantity being subse- 
quently supposed to be intended for a vessel hereinafter mentioned). The register of this * Lily Lincoln” was 
considered by Commander Brent to be also genuine ; and she was likewise furnished with a clearance from an 
American port for the Congo. In spite, however, of the exact analogy existing between the “ Orion” and “E’mily 
Lincoln,’ Commander Brent. seizes the former and allows the latter to prosecute her voyage to Punta da Lenha ! 
for the following reasons :—in the case of the “ Orion” he appears to have decided on detaining her in conse- 
quence of her master having stated, in the presence of witnesses, to Burton of the - Triton,” that ‘he was ready 
to give up his ship to Burton, only his chief mate and crew would not hear of it.” In that of the “ Lincoln, 
he states that the instructions with which he is furnished by the United States’ Executive, while enjoining the 
suppression of the Traffic, are yet entirely silent as to the nature of cargo which is to be considered as proof of 
equipment for the Slave Trade; and although he is in all respects morally convinced of her intention of engaging 
in the Traffic, yet (in the absence of specific directions on this head, and her register and clearance being to all 
appearance genuine documents) did he detain and send her to the States for trial, the whole responsibility, 
pecuniary and otherwise, would rest upon him alone. It would, therefore, appear that the existence of the 
observation made by the master of the “ Orion” to Burton was viewed as establishing implication in the one, and 
the absence of analogous circumstances a proof of non-implication in the other, which looks very like Yankee 
ve imagine you will agree with me in thinking that more important cases than those above cited, as regards 
the suppression of the Slave Traffic between our respective Governments, have seldom occurred before, and that 
we shai shortly find a most energetic note has been addressed from Downing Street to Washington, urging, if 
not demanding, that the United States’ cruizers be furnished with such instructions as will enable their officers at 
once to decide, without the shadow of a doubt, on the legality or otherwise of vessels carrying their flag. 

Fancy a Commander of a British cruizer being so restricted in the execution of his duty on falling in with an 

ish ship under similar circumstances ! . ; 

a nik event of import was the fact of “ Pluto” sighting, late one evening (about 23rd ultimo), when off 
Snake's Head, a barque standing to the southward, and the next morning seeing her standing to the northward. 
Upon Lieutenant Simpson's boarding her and inquiring her name and destination, he was informed that she was 
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the United States’ vessel ‘ Ardennes,” bound to the Congo. Simpson then asked why he was standing to the 
southward the evening before. Her master was rather taken aback, and his reply was in the Irish style, by 
asking, with some surprise, “ Did you see us last night, then ?” 

Simpson told him that as he said he was bound to the Congo, he would attend on him and see that he went 
no where else, and eventually escorted him to a convenient anchorage near the “ Marion.” 

Yet such is the impudence of these rascals, that although the master of ‘ Ardennes” knew there was an 
American sloop-of-war in the Congo (he having, it afterwards appeared, sighted her the evening before), he 
refused to haul down his colours, protesting that no Yankee cruizer ever should take him. 

On her being searched by the “‘ Marion’s” officers a regular slave cargo was found, excepting the plank, which 
was brought by the * Lincoln,” as I before remarked; but which cargo, for reasons above stated, would not have 
justified her detention. An inspection of her papers, however, showed that although her register was genuine, 
her clearance from Jacksonville, United States, was for the Canaries, near which group she lad never been; it 
further transpired that the authorities at Jacksonville being suspicious of the character of the vessel, had detained 
her a very considerable period, and only allowed her to depart on the master making solemn declaration (I am not 
certain as to his having given bond and found sureties) of his being bound on a legal voyage. Newspapers were 
also found on board containing accounts of indignation meetings held at Jacksonville, consequent on her detention 
by the authorities ! 

All these cireumstances, the fact of her not having been to Canaries in particular, induced Commander Brent 
to take possession of her, and he is now about to dispatch her to the States for trial. 

Thus you see that Writish cruizers have become nothing more nor less than jackals to the United States’ 
lions on the Coast of Africa, a fact very flattering to the former you may be sure, and at the same time 
particularly annoying in a pecuniary point of view to their officers and crews, who see good prize-money within 
their view, but without thei: grasp, and for which they alone have borne ‘“ the burden and heat of the day.” 

Captain Brent, whilst denying the right of Burton tc interfere in any way, much less to tow a vessel bearing 
the stars and stripes, yet candidly admits that without his intervention he would have been unable to detain her. 

He appears throughout to have displayed an evident desire to co-operate with us in the suppression of the 
Traffic, and in the above cases has, I doubt not, gone to the utmost limit of his instructions ; but in view of the fact 
of the prize taken by “ Dale"—the “ I’. G. Lewis” | think—having been thrown out of Court in the United 
States, and Captain Mc Blair having been saddled with the damages to the tune of some 25,000 dollars, he is by 
no means desirous of such a contingency, and is accordingly cautious in his seizures. 

We are yet at a loss, however, to account for his taking the ‘* Orion” and letting the “Lincoln” escape, as 
the mere expression made use of by the master of the ‘‘ Orion” would not appear to most men a sufficient reason. 

From what we had heard it appears that the only person liable to punishment on the condemnation of these 
vessels in the Siates will be the masters (unless slaves had been found on board), the mates and crew getting off 
seatheless, a fact which fully accounts for the anxiety of the master of the ‘ Orion” to give up his ship, and the 
obstinate opposition shown to his wish by the mate (believed to be an Englishman) and crew. The custom appears 
now to be for the master to feign severe illness incapacitating him from the conduct of his vessel, and the consequent 
temporary assumption of all duties connected therewith by the mate, who, being fearless of punishment, will go to 
any length to secure his own interests, which are as a matter of course dependent on the successful issue of the 
voyage, in which he is naturally supported by the crew, whose interests are similarly affected. 

We hear of more vessels expected over, all evidently sailing on a similar tack, in naval parlance. 
These vessels we shall, I suppose, be unable to interfere with in the absexce of the “ Marion.” Captain Brent 
intends leaving shortly for Loanda; the seizure of more vessels would, indeed, seriously affect the efficiency of his 
own, as in those already detained he has detached three lieutenants, the boatswain, and about forty seamen, Xc., of 
the “ Marion :” two or three more such detachments would make a serious hole in her complement. 

I have since heard that ‘* Ardennes” fitted out at Havana, went through a change of owners, and proceeded 
to Jacksonville to procure a new register. 

Having thus spun you a rather long yarn, but which [ think will interest you, I will conclude by subscribing 
myself, yours, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY PERRY. 


P.S.—We remain at this anchorage, I hear, all this month. “i 
. P. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 185. 
Commander Brent, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Burton. 


Sir, “ Marion,” Cape Pudron, Congo River, April 20, 1859. 
IT appears by the log-book of the American barque ** Orion,” of New York, that, on the 11th of the present 
month, you visited and examined the papers of that vessel to prove her nationality ; that you declared those papers 
(register and port-clearance) to be forgeries ; that you would prevent the vessel's leaving the Congo, and in the 
event of her attempting to do so, would tow her and give her up to the United States’ steamer ‘* Marion ;” but that 
afterwards (on grounds which you stated verbally to me) you refused the request of the mate to take her in tow. That 
on the 14th, at 6 A.M., you came on board the “ Orion,” and informed Captain Hanna that you were about to tow his 
vessel to the “ Marion,” and gave him the alternative of unmooring and steering his own vessel, or of allowing 
you todo so, That Captain Hanna declined acting in any way whatever, and said that you might do what you 
leased with the vessel, but neither himself or crew would assist or interfere. That at 9°30 a.m. Her Britannic 
Majesty's steam-vessel “ Triton” came alongside, put men on board, hove up the anchor, and towed the vessel to 
sea, a British officer remaining on board in charge; that you came on board at 6 P.M., and remained till 9. That 
on the 15th, about 8 A.M., you fell in with Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “Conflict,” and communicated with her. 
That after a short time you slowly proceeded to the soutbward. That about 2 y.m.a vessel hove in sight ahead, 
steering directly for you with the American ensign at the fore. At first it was supposed to be the “ Marion,” but 
proved to be the “ Pluto;” and that after communicating with her, you altered your course, and steered to the 
northward, towing the “ Orion” back to the Congo. That about 8 P.M. you again communicated with the 
“ Conflict,” and afterwards continued your course. ‘That on Saturday, the 16th, at 9°80 A.M., you anchored both 
vessels again off Shark’s Point. That oe gem Hanna asked you if he was at liberty to proceed on his voyage, 
and you answered, No; and that if attempted, you would use force. That you supplied him with water on his 
saying that he was short of it. Captain Hanna has furnished me a copy of your letter dated April 18, 1859, 
iuforming him that he was officially detained by you, 
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During all these proceedings detailed above, the American ensign was constantly at the mizen of the barque, 
where it had been secured by marling, and the register was in possession of her master. ‘I'he only justifiable 
ground that I can perceive for your detention of the vessel, even for a moment, would be your belief that the 
register was not genuine, and in that case you had assumed a grave responsibility. The register is in my 
possession, and I believe it to be genuine. As to the vessel's being engaged in the Slave Trade, that is another 
question, and within my jurisdiction. 

The remarks in the log-book contain charges of your having used threats and intimidations to induce Captain 
Hanna to deliver up his vessel to you, without colours or papers. 

It will be my duty to make a full representation of the case, and I shall be pleased to receive any explanations 
or statements with regard to the matter with which you may feel disposed to favour me. 

I will furnish you, if desired, with exact copies of the remarks inserted in the log-book, and which I shall use 
in my official Report. 

The master’s protest is in my possession. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS, Hl. BRENT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 185. 


Lieutenant Burton to Commander Brent, U.S.N. 


Sir, “ Triton,” Shark's Point, River Congo, April 21, 1859. 

IN reply to your letter of the 20th April, 1859, relative to wy visiting and detaining the American barque 
“ Orion,” of New York, I have to inform you that I visited that vessel on the evening of the 10th instant (accom- 
panied by Mr. Edward C. Smyth, second master and second in command of the * Triton”) to prove the nationality. 
I examined her register, but, not feeling satisfied of its authenticity, I visited the barque on the following morning, 
again examined her register, and asked for her port-clearance, and was then morally convinced that these documents 
were not genuine, and that she had a slave-cargo on board. 

I informed the master of her that he was at liberiy to proceed to his destination (Ponta da Lenha), but I 
would not permit him to leave the Congo until I had communicated with you, fully believing that the American 
flag had been fraudulently assumed for the purpose of carrying on the Slave Trade. 

On the morning of the 13th, Captain Hanna, of the “ Orion,” sent a request by the doctor of his ship that 
he wished to see me, and voluntarily (in the presence of Mr. Smyth) offered to abandon his ship to me as a prize, 
stating that his reason for so doing was, that I told him his papers were false. 

1 replied, that I had no authority to take him if he was entitled to fly the Americ:n colours; but my only 
course would be to detain him, and deliver him over to an American ship of war. 

He then said, Which do you wish me to do? 

I replied, that he knew his own affairs best, and that it was not my duty to offer him any instructions, and 
then left the ship. 

On the afternoon of the same day, the second mate of the “ Orion” brought me a letter from the chief mate 
of the “ Orion,” Mr. Thomas Morgan (Inclosure No. 4), a copy of which 1 have already given you, and said 
he would wait for an answer. 

On reading the letter, I replied that I would take him in tow on the following morning at 8 a.M. 

On reading the letter a second time, I perceived that, if I complied with the request expressed in it, I laid 
myself open to a charge of aiding the mate and crew to take pussession of the ship, out of the master’s hands. On 
coming to this decision, I immediately repaired on board, accompanied by Mr. Smyth, and requested to see the 
captain, and asked him if he was aware of the contents of this letter, and whether he knew it had been forwarded 
to me. 

He replied, that the letter was read to him, but sent without his sanction. 

I then said that I would not comply with the request contained in it, but would certainly prevent the vessel 
leaving the river before communicating with an American man-of-war. 

Captain Hanna, though not well, told Mr. Morgan that he had no intention of leaving his present anchorage 
until he was perfectly able to work his own ship. 

From the constant intercourse carried on between cargo-boats and the “ Ovion,” and suspecting they would 
land her slave-cargo, I informed Captain Hanna, on the morning of the 4th, that I should tow him to the United 
States’ ship “ Marion,” and, at 9°30 a.M., sent a party of men, in charge of Mr. Smyth, to weigh his anchor 
and attend to the hawsers and steering of the ship; Captain Hanna having declined to act in any way whatever, 
and said I might do with the vessel whatever I pleased, but neither himself nor crew would assist or interfere. 

I proceeded south, and on the 15th fell in with Her Britaunic Majesty's ship “ Conflict,” when I received 
intelligence that in all probability I should find the “ Marion” at St. Paul de Loanda. In the afternoon of the 
same day I communicated with Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Pluto,” the Commander of which ship informed 
me that the “ Marion” was at that port, and intended leaving in a few days for the Congo. 

Acting upon this information, I returned to the Congo with the “‘ Orion,” for the purpose of awaiting the 
arrival of the “ Marion,” and anchored off Shark’s Point on the 16th. 

Scon after anchoring, Captain Hanna sent a request to see me. I repaired on board, and, in the presence of 
Mr. Smyth, asked Captain Hanna why he wished to see me, 

He replied, I wish to know what you are going to do with me now. 

I answered, that I should detain him until the arrival of the “ Marion,” and withdrew my officer and men 
from the vessel, telling Captain Hanna I had safely placed his ship in her former anchorage. 

On the afternoon of the 18th, seeing the “‘ Orion” preparing to weigh, the wind and current being strong out 
of the river, I concluded that Captain Hanna was endeavouring to proceed to sea. I therefore sent Mr. Smyth to 
say that I would not permit him to leave his anchorage ; when he immediately replied that he did not consider 
himself officially detained unless I sent a party of men to take possession of the ship, or give him official informa- 
tion in writing. Consequently, I wrote to detain him. 

During the whole of my visits, I emphatically deny that threats, or intimidation of any description whatever, 
were used by me or any of the officers belonging to the “ Triton” to induce Captain Hanna to give up his ship, 
or destroy his colours and papers. I also distinctly deny asking his second mate what he would take to run, or 
having held any conversation to that effect with him. 

On several occasions between the 11th and 19th the captain and chief mate disavowed all knowledge of the 
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nature of their cargo, also stating that neither of them had known the ship but one day before they joined her, and 
that was the day before leaving New York. 

On my asking the chief mate why he lashed his colours to the mast-head, he stated that it was not from fear 
that the English would haul them down, but that he was afraid of his own crew doing so. 

During these proceedings, the sole object I have had in view was to carry out my instructions, and to act 
cordially and jointly with the officers of the United States’ navy for the suppression of the vile traffic of the Slave 


Trade. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 185. 
Mr. Morgan to Lieutenant Burton. 


ir, “ Orion,” off Snake's Head, April 13, 1859. 
CAPTAIN HANNA has proposed to myself and the ship's piv to abandon our vessel to you as a 
prize, stating his reasons for so doing is that you have declared his papers to be false or forgeries. 

Captain Hanna being so unwell that he is unable to conduct or manage the vessel himself, | am delegated 
by the ship’s company to request that if you suspect our vessel to be illegally employed (of which we arc utterly 
ignorant), you will immediately, or as soon as convenient, tow and give us up to the first United States’ ship you 
fall in with, otherwise to the neareet United States’ Consul, yourself having told me you would not allow our 
vessel to leave her present anchorage. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. MORGAN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 185. 
Commander Brent, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Burton. 
Sir, ‘“* Marion,” Shavk's Point, River Congo, April 22, 1859. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, relative to your boarding and detain- 
ing the American barque “Orion,” of New York. 

Though I cannot admit your right to exercise any control over a vessel claiming to be American, unless you 
assume all the responsibilities of pronouncing her not entitled to the flag, yet I am free to admit that, in the 
present case, you appear to have acted under a sense of what you considered to be your duty. 

It is my duty and inclination to reciprocate your sentiments of goodwill in carrying out our respective 
instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

It will give me great satisfaction to forward your letter, together with my report and the other papers 
connected with the cuse. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) THOS. H. BRENT. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 185. 


Commander Brent, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Burton. 
Sir, . “ Marion,” Shark's Point, River Congo, April 22, 1859. 
HAVING already given you my opinion as to your boarding and detaining the American barque “Orion,” 
I have now no hesitation in adding, agreeably to your request, that without your intervention it is highly probable 
I could not have effected the capture of that vessel. : 
I am also much obliged to you for important testimony contained in the explanation with which you furnished 

me of your proceedings in that case. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS, H. BRENT. 
a es nN Seni 
No. 186. 
No. 8) Sir H. Huntley to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 4.) 
(No. 8. 
My Lord, Loanda, May 2, 1859. 


IT is with extreme reluctance that I beg leave to resign into your Lordship’s 
hands the appointment of Clerk to the Commissioners at Loanda, upon the expira- 
tion of this quarter. 

‘ In taking this course I trust your Lordship will believe that I am influenced 
by no motive whatever beyond a conviction of my inability satisfactorily to perform 
the duties of that.office, the labour of which is so heavily increased in consequence 
of the Acting British Commissioner having been without assistance for full two 
years previously to my arrival in December last. 

To retain the appointment would, now that 1 am more aware of its duties, 
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be to impase upon the consideration which induced your Lordship to offer it to 
me, combined with other views at the time proposed to be carried out, in conjunction 
with a French Commissioner, upon the West Coast of Africa. I may also add that 
T am less capable of being of the service I could wish in the office, in consequence 
of having sustained recently two serious attacks of fever, with the prominent liability 
of a return of those inflictions. 

Having laid this letter before the Acting British Commissioner, I trust your 
Lordship will not. object to my returning to England as soon as an opportunity 
may offer after the 30th of June next, should no Consular duties here intervene to 
render that measure prejudicial to Her Majesty’s service, or to any directions 
which may in the interval arrive from your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 187. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Ma;sty’s Commissioners, No. 1, July 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 14.) 





No. 168. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1859. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 10 of the 10th of March last, addressed 
to the Earl of Malmesbury, representing that the line of packets established by the 
Portuguese Government between Lisbon and Loanda affords a much more regular 
and expeditious means of forwarding the correspondence to and fro between Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners and this office, than the plan at present adopted of sending 
it by the boats of the African Steam-Packet Company, which only run as far as 
Fernando Po; and I have, in reply, to state to you, that for the future the corre- 
spondence for Her Majesty’s Commissioners will be sent, as you suggest, to Lisbon, 
to be forwarded from thence to Loanda by the Portuguese packets. 

I have, at the same time, to desire that you will send, under flying-seal, to Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, such of your despatches as may relate to questions on 
which he may be called upon to act, or to matters with which you may deem it 
advisable that he should be made acquainted. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 189. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 2, August 16, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 23.] 





No. 190. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 


(No. 3.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 16, 1859. 


Crass A T 
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I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 191. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 4, August 19, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty's Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 24.] 





No. 192. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


ne 16.) 
y Lord, Loanda, April 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to submit a copy of a letter which | addressed on the 5th 
instant to the Governor-General of this province respecting the barque “J. J. Cobb,” 
which has recently arrived in the River Congo, under American colours, on a slave- 
trading expedition. 

2. This vessel was boarded by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Viper” on her arrival 
off the Congo, and although Lieutenant Sintekinen was convinced of her intention 
to ship slaves, her papers being in regular order, he did not consider himself 
warranted in searching or detaining her. The barque’s movements, however, were 
closely watched by the ‘‘ Viper,” and, after a short stay in the river, finding her 
designs thwarted there, she proceeded to a place in the neighbourhood of Loango, 
where, as I have since been informed, she took in a cargo of slaves, with whom she 
sailed for Cuba. 

3. It appears that the “ J. J. Cobb” cleared out from Havana for the Island of 
St. Thomas, on this coast, and touched at that place on her voyage to the Congo. 
It is more than probable, of course, that had a strict examination been made of this 
vessel, when leaving St. Thomas, it would have been found that she had on board 
sufficient proofs of her being intended for the illicit traffic to have rendered her 
liable to seizure by the authorities at that island for a breach of the Portuguese 
laws, inasmuch as she is known to have arrived in the Congo direct from 
St. Thomas, with the whole of her slave equipment on board. When met with by 
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the “ Viper,”? however, the master, named Vent) who commanded the American shi 
“‘ Charles” when she ran on shore to avoid capture, and was subsequently doatveyed. 
as reported in despatch of the 3rd October, 1857), was unable to produce any clear- 
ance from the Custom-house at St. Thomas; and, under these circumstances, I 
considered it advisable to lose no time in making the facts known to the Governor- 
General, in order that his Excellency might be enabled to communicate with the 
Governor of St. Thomas on the subject by the mail-steamer which was then on the 
point of sailing for that place. 

4. In framing this letter I also took occasion to suggest to the Governor- 
General that it might be of some service to Her Majesty’s officers employed in the 
suppression of the Slave Trade on this part of the coast, if the Governor of 
St. Thomas would take advantage of the facility of communicating with Loanda, 
which is now afforded by the new line of steamers which run monthly between this 
province and Lisbon, calling at that island, and forward to his Excellency any 
information he might obtain respecting vessels touching there, and suspected of 
being intended to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

5. In his Excellency’s reply of the 5th instant, a translation of which I 
beg to subjoin, he expresses his acquiescence in my views, acquainting me at 
the same time that he has transmitted a copy of my letter to the Governor of 
St. Thomas, and that he will duly inform me of the reply which he may receive. 
That reply, therefore, will have to form the subject of a subsequent despatch. 

6. 1 shall be happy should my proceedings on this occasion meet with your 
Lordship’s approbation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure | in No. 192. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, April 4, 1859. 

I DEEM it right to acquaint your Excellency that I have just received a letter from Lieutenant Hodgkinson, 
commanding Her Majesty's steamer ‘ Viper,” who has for some time past been very zealously and successfully 
employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade to the north, communicating to me the particulars of a suspected 
attempt, under the American flag, to cover an enterprise in slaves on this part of the coast. The circumstances 
are as follows :— 

The barque ** J. J. Cobb,” of New York, which has recently been boarded by the “ Viper,” cleared out from 
the Havana for the Island of St. Thomas, and it appears by the statement of the captain and supercargo, that the 
Spanish authorities refused, in consequence of the suspicions which attached to her, to allow her to depart for 
Africa, unless some recognized port was specified in her clearance. 

There is no doubt that the “J. J. Cobb” proceeded to St. Thomas, inasmuch as the supercargo had a passport 
from the Governor of that island, and other papers proving the fact were seen by the Commander of the “ Viper.” 
It would seem, however, by Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s report, that she had no clearance from the Portuguese 
authorities there, although the captain stated that the vessel's manifest had been duly delivered at the Custom-house. 
The captain and supercargo of the “J. J. Cobb” are both notorious slave-dealers, and well known to the officers 
of Her Majesty's squadron as having been employed on board slavers captured on this part of the coast. 

Your Excellency is perfectly cognizant of the deplorable and flagrant manner in which the flag of the United 
States is still used to cover the inhuman transactions of the slave-dealers, and will, I am sure, concur with me 
in the necessity of taking prompt measures, when practicable and legal, to check the perpetration ot’ such 
abuses. 

lam aware that St. Thomas is not within the immediate precincts of your Excellency’s authority; but in 
bringing this information under your notice, I venture to assure myself that you will profit by the departure of the 
mail-steamer “ Don Pedro,” to suggest to the supreme authority of that island the necessity of exercising the 
utmost vigilance, with a view of frustrating the nefarious intentions of any of these vessels which may touch there 
from the Havana. . 

I beg leave to add, also, that it might tend much to forward the objects of the Treaty between our respective 
Governments, if your Excellency would request the officer administering the Government of St. Thomas to 
transmit to you, without loss of time, any information, respecting vessels calling at that island, and suspected of 
being intended fur the Traffic in Slaves. 

That information would reach your pee | very expeditiously by the line of mail-steamers which now run 
between this province and Lisbon, touching at St. Thomas, and might, if yomee communicated to Her Majesty's 
officers, be of some service to them in their exertions to thwart the designs of auch vessels. - 

a T have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


T 2 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 192. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


(Translation. ) 
Sir, Palace of Government, Loanda, April 5, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive your despatch of the 4th instant, communicating to me the suspicions entertained 
of the barque “J. J. Cobb” having come to this coast for the purpose of being employed in the Slave Trade, and 
suggesting the expediency of an arrangement between the Government of this Province and that of the Islands of 
Princes and St. Thomas, for reciprocally transmitting to each other any information they may receive respecting 
such illicit enterprises with a view of frustrating them. 

You request me, moreover, to communicate to you any information I inay receive from St. Thomas on such 
subjects, in order that you may bring the same to the knowledge of the Commanders of Her Britannic Majesty's 
ships. 

Entirely concurring with you in this matter, I have written by the steamer “ Don Pedro,” to the Governor of 
St. Thomas, inclosing to him a translation of your above-mentioned despatch, and requesting some information 
respecting the barque “J, J Cobb.” 

I will duly inform you of the reply which I may receive. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





No. 193. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 15, 1859. 

IN accordance with my instructions, I have the honour to submit to your 
Lordship my summary of observations on the state of the Slave Trade on this part 
of the coast. since my last Report to you on this subject, dated 25th February, 
1858 ; apologizing, at the same time, for the delay which has taken place in conse- 
quence of my having been unable, at an earlier moment, to procure some information 
from the River Congo. 

2. The total number of vessels captured on the coast south of the equator, 
during the year 1858, was twelve, of which eleven were captured by the British and 
one by the American squadron. 

3. With the single exception of the “ Kate Helen,” detained by Her Majesty’s 
steam-vessel “ Viper,” the whole of the vessels seized by Her Majesty’s cruizers 
fraudulently displayed American colours, but having subsequently repudiated that 
flag, and renounced their title to any national character, they were seized under the 
pone of the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. They were all detained off the coast 
ying between Mayumba and the River Congo, none having been met with below 
the latitude of 5° 56’ south, and the whole of them were condemned as being equipped 
for and engaged in the Cuban Slave Trade. 

4. The state of things in regard to the prosecution of the Slave Trade on this 
coast, under the flag of the United States, has continued nearly as it was described 
in my last Report. ‘The cases of the “ Charlotte,” “ Venus,” “ Ellen,” “ Wanderer,” 
“ Panchita,” and “J. W. Reid,” all of which have been reported by me as having 
escaped with slaves from the neighbourhood of the River Congo, are instances in 
which vessels provided with regular American papers have been met by Her 
Majesty’s cruizers on this coast, whilst waiting for the collection of slaves to form 
their cargoes, and afford strong illustration of the immunity which is still afforded 
to the slave-traders by the use of the flag of that country. It may be said, in 
short, that the whole of this piratical trade on the African coast is now carried on 
under the disguise of the flag of the United States; and so long as Spanish vessels, 
by assuming that flag, and thus sheltering themselves from molestation by Her 
Majesty's cruizers, can carry on the Traffic in Slaves with every prospect of 
impunity, so long must the exertions which Great Britain has devoted to the 
suppression of this great moral evil be entirely frustrated. On the other hand, I 
have no hesitation in saying that were it not for the protection which is still 
afforded to the slavers by assuming an American character, this detestable Traffic 
would soon be rendered too hazardous for _/? speculation, and cease to be, as 
it now is, the opprobrium of an aye of civilization. 

5. That part of the coast lying between Cape Lopez and Cabenda still continues 
most prominently distinguished for constant and active Slave Trade, and that 
Traffic is also carried on with unabated vigour in the River Congo, the slaves being 
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for the most part bought at Embomma and other large markets in the interior of 
the Congo country, and conveyed down the river in canoes to Punta da Lenha and 
other spots suitable for temporary concealment; from thence they are sent over- 
land, or removed in launches to the points of shipment, north or south of the river, 
according as the slave-dealers may find the one or the other clear of British 
cruizers. 

6. In consequence of the cessation of the Traffic in this river in 1855 and 1856, 
a great impulse had been given to the industry of the native tribes in that neigh- 
bourhood, and legitimate commerce, especially the trade in palm oil, made consider- 
able progress. The revival of the Traffic in Slaves has, of course given a corre- 
sponding check to the advancement of licit trade, as is shown by the fact that 
although the value of the palm-oil alone exported from that river in 1856, during 
which year no slaves were shipped from the Congo, was 28,000/., the total value of 
the exports in the past year amounted only to 18,2471. : 

7. The greatest impediment to the natural advances of legitimate commerce in 
this river is the very pernicious practice adopted under the sanction of the French 
Government, of sending agents into the interior to buy slaves, to be shipped under 
the title of free labourers, to its West Indian Colonies; a practice which must, 
wherever it prevails, equally with the Slave Trade, turn aside the attention of the 
natives from the more slow and laborious means of barter which industry presents 
to that of selling each other. 

8. The supplies of slaves for shipment by the French agents during the past 
year have been drawn principally from the interior of the Kingdom of Congo and 
from Loango; barracoons have been erected at Embomma by Messrs. Régis, the 
contractors, and extensive establishments formed at a place called Banana Creek at: 
the mouth of the River Congo, where the vessels receive the greater part of their 
cargoes, and from whence, I have been credibly informed, not less than 4,000 Africans 
were shipped by the agents of Messrs. Réyis during the past year. 

9. To Africa, my Lord, the effects are the same, whether her children are 
bought by the Spanish slave-dealers to be consigned to a life of hard slavery in 
Cuba, or by the French agents to be transported under the denomination. of 
emigrants to the West Indies; both systems alike fill the interior of the continent 
with intestine war, insecurity, and bloodshed, and check the development of its 
legitimate commerce. 

10. I am satisfied that if measures were taken to collect every information 
capable of throwing light on the matter, the Government of the Emperor would be 
convinced that France, by deviating from the path which she has so successfully 
trodden, is now stopping all the sources of prosperity and checking the progress of 
civilization in Africa, 

11. I have been informed by Lieutenant Hodgkinson, late in command of Her 
Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘“‘ Viper,” who has been employed for some time past in 
watching the River Congo, and had a good deal of intercourse with persons who 
possess the best means of information on this matter, that the agents of Messrs. Régis, 
at Embomma, are now buying a large portion of the slaves who are brought to that 
place for sale, and that they are paying as much as 51. or 6/. sterling each for them 
in well-assorted goods. 

12. It appears, moreover, from the information given to me by Lieutenant 
Hodgkinson, that these slaves are bought from the native traders, who bring ‘them 
in for sale, in small numbers, with the palm-oil and other produce of the country, 
and that when he last visited the Congo there were as many as 700 of them in the 
establishment of Messrs. Régis, at Pirate’s Creek, ready for shipment. 

13. It would be difficult, my Lord, fully to appreciate the deep and lasting 
injury which has been inflicted on this part of Africa by the plan now pursued by 
the French Government for procuring labourers for its Colonies. ‘lhe native 
Chiefs, who during the cessation of the Slave Trade in 1855 and 1856, began at 
length to believe in the probability of a permanent abolition of the Traffic, and that 
it was, therefore, absolutely necessary to turn their attention to some other means 
of procuring the necessaries of life, begin now to distrust all such assurances. 

14. These Chiefs of course cannet be expected to discriminate with any accuracy 
between the “ emigrant ” and the “slave.” ‘They only know in general that the white 
man, who they understood was to trade no more in slaves, except as a smuggler liable 
to be seized and punished, now resumes the open and uncontrolled practice of buying 
slaves; and so long as a ready market is afforded to the Chiefs for the sale of their 
fellow-creatures, they will never believe it lor their interest to change their 
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present pursuits, and leave off those inhuman practices whose only object is to 
procure slaves. 

15. Never since the commencement of the system of buying and shipping 
Africans by the French has more activity been shown than during the past two 
months. Their large establishment at the Banana has been perfected, and owing 
to the complete assortment and the quantity of their goods, their operations have 
extended far into the interior, where they are enabled to outbid the Cuban slave- 
dealers. A regular communication along the coast has also been established by 
means of a large brigantine and cutter, and thus the factories at Loango and the 
Congo are kept in constant correspondence. 

16. On the last occasion of my having to fulfil the duty of submitting an 
annual Report, | took the liberty of introducing a few observations, with a view to 
showing the remarkable impetus which had been given to legitimate commerce in 
this province by the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves. The past year has been 
characterized by unusual commercial depression throughout the whole coast of 
Africa; and the legitimate trade of this Colony has, I regret to say, severely felt 
the disastrous effects of that extravagant spirit of speculation which produced so 
sudden a revulsion in the commerce of the United States and other parts of the 
world, 

17. Your Lordship will doubtless receive from Her Majesty’s Consul full 
information upon these matters, as well as upon the measures contemplated by the 
Government of Portugal, with a view of promoting and encouraging lawful trade 
in this Province. Such subjects are, | presume, properly within the sphere of that 
gentleman's duties, and I shall therefore abstain from entering more fully upon 
them in this Report. 

18, The Company formed in London for working the Bembé copper mines, 
under certain arrangements with the original concessionnaire, Francesco Antonio 
Flores, has not, | am reliably informed, met, up to the present moment, with that 
success which was anticipated. 

19. A very great discouragement which it has had to contend with proceeds 
from the insalubrity of the climate of Bembé to the European constitution, and the 
consequent heavy mortality with which its operations have been attended. Shafts 
have been sunk to a considerable depth, and other mining operations have been 
carried on at much expense during the past year, but little or no copper ore has 
been obtained since the works were delivered over to the Company on the Ist of 
January, 1858. It is right for me to add, however, that sufficient time has not been 
allowed for the adequate development of the operations undertaken at Bembé by 
the “ Western Africa Malachite and Copper Mines Company.” It appears, fides. 
that although no ore was taken out of the mines in 1858, a few tons have recently 
been obtained there, and sent down to Ambriz for shipment, and that the prospects 
of the Company are now, upon the whole, improving. 

20, The information I have received from various sources inclines me to believe 
that the mineral does not exist in regularly formed veins or lodes, but in discon- 
nected isolated patches near the surface. This opinion is confirmed in some 
measure by the description given to me of the manner in which the natives formerly 
obtained the malachite, viz., by opening pits of about ten or fifteen feet in depth in 
places where the mineral was supposed to exist, and digging it out by hand. The 
malachite in these pits soon becoming exhausted, the natives would then seek some 
other promising spot to re-commence operations. 

21. Previous to the occupation of Ambriz and Bembé by the Portuguese 
Government, the Liverpool houses established at the former place carried on a 
very valuable trade in copper ore with the natives. In the year 1855 the year 
preceding the Portuguese occupation of Bembé, the export of that article at Ambriz 
was as follows, viz. :— 


Tons. 
By the Agent of Messrs. Hatton and Cookson “cs -» 140 
By Messrs. Tobin and Son .. es ee . ee ‘IIb 


/ 


Total ..° = ae ree) 


which, at an average value of 501. per ton, amounted to 12,7501. 

22. Efforts have recently been made by the Portuguese Government to extend 
to this Colony the advantages of steam communication with the mother country, 
and in November of last year a steamer arrived here, being the first of a regular 


LOANDA. 143 


line to run between Lisbon and the Portuguese African Possessions, under a contract 
entered into by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty with a Company 
called ‘ Unio Mercantil.” 

23. It is much to be regretted, however, that amongst the parties who are 
concerned in this enterprise certain names appear which are by no means calcu- 
lated to give it the stamp of good faith and capability. 

24. This province, the resources of which have been steadily developing them- 
selves more fully since the cessation of the export Traffic in Slaves, has long felt 
the want of speedy and regular communication with the mother country, at the 
mercantile community here appear to be fully alive to the advantages to be gained 
in a commercial point of view, by bringing the Colony into nearer proximity, and 
more regular intercourse with the European markets. 

25. The steamers are to run between Lisbon and Mossamedes, calling at Cape 
Verd, St. Thomas, Loanda, and Benguela; and the Portuguese Government has 
granted the Company a subsidy of sixty contos of reis, or about 12,0001. per 
annum. The Company, however, will have to contend with much opposition from 
the sailing vessels which have hitherto monopolized the whole of the carrying trade 
between this province and Lisbon, and I am strongly inclined to doubt whether the 
above-mentioned grant will suffice to insure a profitable result to the shareholders 
in this enterprise. 

26. The Government of Portugal has lately evinced a great desire to promote 
the cultivation of cotton in this province. That culture, should it succeed, as there 
is every reason to suppose will be the case, cannot fail to prove in various ways an 
object of much importance to the Colony, as well as to the mother country. The 
greatest want now felt in the trade of Angola is return cargoes, and if cotton were 
cultivated to any extent, it might in a great measure supply that want. 

27. With rcgard to the extent of the cotton plantations now in existence in this 
province, I cannot speak with much certainty ; but from al! the information in my 
possession—and I have endeavoured tv inform myself fully—I have arrived at the 
conclusion that there will be a considerable increase in the export of cotton during 
the present yeak as compared with 1858. Already several plantations have, I am 
gratified to learn, been formed in the interior, and the Governor-General having 
employed all the means at his command to encourage the agriculturists and natives 
in cultivating this important article, it is confidently anticipated that a rapid 
increase will take place in the export thereof. , 

28. Knowing the importance which Her Majesty’s Government attaches to 
every step which tends towards the universal extinction of slavery, I feel assured 
that it will have received with the most sincere pleasure the notification of the 
Decree of His Most Faithful Majesty, dated the 29th April last, declaring that after 
the period of twenty years from that date the condition of slavery is to be entirely 
abolished throughout the Portuguese Colonial Possessions. 

29. It would be too much to expect that an organic change of this nature 
should prove popular in a community which has from time immemorial been 
accustomed to the system of slavery. It has not, however, produced that sensation 
which might have been expected; but amongst the inhabitants there are many 
persons intimately acquainted with the circumstances of the Colony who consider 
that difficulties will have to be encountered in carrying out this measure which the 
Portuguese Government will not be able to overcome. Of course, many very 
material points connected with it have yet to be discussed and provided for, fore- 
most amongst which is the indemnification to be paid to the owners of slavers ; but 
I cannot permit myself to doubt that the same philanthropic and noble spirit which 
has prompted His Most Faithful Majesty to make this concession to the spirit of 
the age, will animate and guide the councils of those to whom he may intrust the 
carrying through and perfecting of so righteous a measure. 

30. The number of slaves registered in the province under the Decree of the 
14th December, 1854, was as follows :— 


Loanda oe ais oe ats i 14,294 
Benguela and its dependencies ee og aa 7,742 
Mossamedes and its dependencies .. es . 913 
Novo Redondo .. és 3% ie $4 1,154 
Districts in the interior .. ‘5 as i 37,608 


Total % 61,711 
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Taking the average value of a slave at about 10/., which, according to the 
opinion of persons well-informed in such matters, is a fair computation, the sum 
required to compensate the slave-holders in this province would be about 600,000/. 

31. Rumours were prevalent at this place, some time since, of two vessels having 
embarked slaves on the coast in the vicinity of Benguela, and succeeded in effecting 
their escape ; and reports were current, at the same time, of a movement amongst 
the slave-dealers at different points to the southward of this city. I did not, 
however, obtain that satisfactory proof of the correctness of those reports which 
would have justified me in bringing them under your [Lordship’s notice, or 
communicating them, as 1 otherwise should have done, to the senior officer of Her 
Majesty’s naval forces on this part of the coast; but the Governor-General having 
some days previously left this place for Mossamedes in a Portuguese vessel-of-war, 
for the Laect pet of visiting officially all the Settlements to the southward, I profited 
by a casual opportunity which presented itself of communicating to his Excellency 
the reports in question, expressing a hope, at the same time, that in the course of 
his official visits he would find time to institute inquiries on this subject, and inform 
me of the result. 

32. Senhor Amaral, on his return to this place, informed me that, after having 
employed every means of investigating the matter, he had arrived at the 
en that there was no foundation for the reports which had been circu- 
ated. 

33. At a conference which I have since had with his Excellency, he stated that, 

although he entertained the strongest moral conviction that no shipment of slaves 
had been effected south of Loanda for some considerable time, and felt assured that 
no Slave Trade operations were at present contemplated at any of the factories 
existing along that part of the coast, he was, nevertheless, apprehensive that the 
numerous local facilities which it presents for the operations of the slave-dealers 
would readily be taken advantage of whenever they may find it necessary to 
abandon their accustomed haunts to the north, and he regretted that the naval 
force at his disposal did not admit of his keeping a cruizer stationed in that 
quarter. 
34. Towards the close of last year, information was communicated to me by 
the Brazilian Consul-General here, of a project supposed to be entertained by 
parties in this province for the introduction of slaves into the northern provinces of 
the Brazils, by way of Guiana; and although I did not succeed in obtaining any 
confirmation of the report, 1 nevertheless considered it of sufficient importance to 
make it the subject of a communication to Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, 
of which I had the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy in my despatch of 
the 10th October last. I have since had the satisfaction of receiving from Mr. Stuart, 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio, a despatch informing me that the Brazilian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had stated to him that, although he did not believe in 
the existence of the above-mentioned plan, he had nevertheless enjoined upon the 
President of Para to exercise great vigilance with a view to the discovery of any 
attempts which might be projected in that province for the revival of the Slave 
Trade. 

35. It will be in your Lordship’s recollection that J had the honour, in my 
despatch of the 23rd February last, to report the sentence pronounced by the Court 
of Relacio at this place on Benito Derizans, whose name has so often been brought 
under the notice of Her Majesty’s Government and the Government of Portugal in 
connection with slave transactions on this coast. The ruling of the Tribunal of 
Relacio in the case of that notorious criminal was, that no slaves having been 
found on board the vessel in which he was taken, he was only liable to the punish- 
ment attached to smuggling. Whether this interpretation of the law is consistent 
with the Portuguese Decree dated the 25th July, 1842—whereby, in accordance 
with Article XV of the Treaty for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves, the crime 
of trading in slaves is declared to be piracy in the Portuguese dominions—I leave it 
to your Lordship to say; but I would respectfully submit that the views of the 
tribunals at this place as to the penalties to be inflicted upon persons implicated in 
the Slave Trade, is a matter which merits the serious attention of the Government 
of His Most Faithful Majesty. It is indeed of the utmost importance that the law 
upon this matter should be clearly stated and conscientiously administered. 

36. I have but little to report with regard to the co-operation of foreign cruizers 
during the past year. His Most Faithful Majesty’s squadron still consists of the 
corvette “Goa” and schooner “ Cabo Verde,” the latter having returned to this 
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coast from Lisbon, whither she had been dispatched on special service under orders 
from the Governor-General, as reported in my despatch of the Ist October, 1857. 
No capture has been made by this squadron since last year, nor have any operations 
of importance been undertaken by it. 

37. The American Commodore appeared: in this harbour in September last 
in the “Cumberland,” and after remaining here three weeks, proceeded to the 
rendezvous at the Cape Verdes. The only capture effected by the United States’ 
squadron on this coast in 1858 was that of the “ Brothers,” as reported in my 
despatch of the 3rd October last, No. 65; and since the departure of the corvette 
“Dale” in November last, no cruizer belonging to that squadron has been upon 
this part of the coast. No steps have been undertaken to remedy the inconvenience 
arising from the distance at which the only depét of provisions for the supply of the 
American squadron is situated from this part of the station; and I am informed by 
the Commanders of the United States’ cruizers, that nearly the whole of their time 
continues to be occupied in voyages to and from the Cape Verdes, to which islands 
they are always obliged to proceed to replenish their stores. 

38. The only French vessels of war that have appeared on this part of the 
coast since the date of my last Annual Report, are two gun-boats, which have been 
almost exclusively employed in supervising the proceedings of the French agents 
employed in buying slaves to be shipped as emigrants to the French West Indian 
Colonies. A depét of coals having been formed at Pirates’ Creek, and other 
necessary supplies being attainable there, they seldom visit this place. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
No. 194. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 20, 1859. 


HAVING, in my despatch of the 5th ultimo, referred to the absence of any 
American cruizer on this part of the coast during the last four months, I have now 
the greater satisfaction in being able to report to your Lordship that the United 
States’ corvette “ Marion,” Commander Brent, arrived in this port on the 10th 
instant, having been dispatched hither by the American Commodore from the Cape 
de Verdes, and after a few days’ stay proceeded on a cruize to the northward. 

2. | availed myself of the opportunity afforded me by returning Commander 
Brent’s official visit, to communicate to him in the most unreserved manner all the 
information I possessed respecting the recent proceedings of the slave-traflickers in 
the River Congo, and expressed my opinion of the importance of his showing his 
colours there; informing him at the same time that I believed that the American 
flag was now almost exclusively employed in the prosecution of the Slave Trade 
between this coast and the Island of Cuba. 

3. I have great pleasure in adding that Commander Brent's language on this 
subject was extremely satisfactory, and that he assured me he was not only deter- 
mined to carry out fully the views of his Government regarding that Traffic, but to 
use his utmost efforts to prevent this continued abuse or his country’s flag. 

4, The “ Marion,” although but just arrived on this part of the station, will not 
be able to remain more than a month, as Commander Brent has informed me that, 
at the expiration of that time, he will be under the necessity of returning to the 
rendezvous at the Cape Verde Islands for provisions. 

| have, &c. 





(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 195. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Eurl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 1, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of 
the 2znd January last, from which I have learned, with great satisfaction, that your 
Crass A. 
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Lordship has approved of my proceedings in connection with the Board of Super- 
intendence of Liberated Africans as reported in my despatch of the 26th October, 
1858. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 








No. 196. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 2, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
dated the 17th January, 1859, in which you have been pleased to transmit to me 
four copies of the papers relative to the Slave Trade which were presented to 
Parliament last session. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No, 197. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 3, 1859. 

IN fulfilment of the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 22nd January last, I have made known to the Governor-General of this 
province and to the Commanders of Her Majesty's ships of war on this part of the 
coast the information contained in Mr. Consul-General Crawford's despatch of the 
30th November last respecting the three American vessels “ Ardennes,” “Enterprise,” 
and “ Mianus,” which are suspected of having left the Havana for the purpose of 
being employed in the Slave Trade. 

e 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 198. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 22.) 

My Lord, Loanda, May 5, 1859. 
A RUMOUR has' lately been current here that the Portuguese brig “‘ Hape- 
riencia,” which sailed hence on the 28th March last for the Cape de Verdes, in ballast, 
did not proceed to those islands, but directed her course to some other preconcerted 
spot on this part of the coast, where she succeeded in embarking a cargo of 
slaves. 

2. The destination assigned to the “‘ Experiencia”’ may perhaps be considered 
as some ground of suspicion, inasmuch as this province has no commercial connection 
whatever with the Cape de Verde Islands: but as the parties who gave bond for the 
legal employment of that vessel are respectable merchants here, and I have no 
means of ascertaining if the above-mentioned report be true, or of learning any 
particulars of the fact, I thought that the circumstances were not such as to warrant 
the expectation of any beneficial result from my bringing the case under the notice 
of the Governor-General. 

3. I have, however, taken advantage of the departure of the mail-packet for 
Lisbon, which calls at the Cape de Verdes, to address a letter to Her Majesty's 
Consul there, requesting him to inform me whether the “ Experiencia” has made 
her appearance within the district of his Consulate or not; and on the receipt of 
that gentleman’s reply, I shall be enabled to judge how far it may be expedient for 
me to take any further steps in this matter. 

4. This is the same vessel which was reported by Mr. Howard, late Her Majesty’s 


? 
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Minister at Rio de Janeiro, in his despatch to the Earl of Clarendon of the 28th 
August, 1854, as having arrived at that place under very suspicious circumstances, 
and is commanded by the same man, Joaquim da Silva Reina. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 199. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 5, 1859. 

I BEG leave to return my due acknowledgments for your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 22nd January last, approving of my having communicated to Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Rio de Janeiro the information given me by the Brazilian Consul- 
General at this place relative to a project reported to be entertained by parties here 
for introducing slaves into the Brazils, and inclosing a copy of the reply of the 
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs to a representation addressed to him on this 
subject by Mr. Stuart, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 200. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 10, 1859. 

[ HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 10th 
February last, transmitting a list of vessels reported by Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s 
Judge in the Mixed Commission at the Havana, as having sailed or being about to 
sail for this coast under circumstances of much suspicion. 

2. In compliance with your Lordship’s commands I have made known this infor- 
mation to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom I have been able 
to communicate. 

3. The “J.J. Cobb,’cne of the vessels named in the above-mentioned list, 
arrived in the Congo on the 23rd March last, and has since effected her escape as 
reported in my despatch No. 16 of the lOth ultimo. 

4. Had the commander of the ‘“ Viper” been in possession of the information 
respecting this vessel contained in Mr.Crawford’s despatch of the 31st December 
last, it might have been of material assistance to him in his efforts to thwart her 
designs: but, under the arrangements which are now in force for the conveyance of 
the mails from Fernando Po to this part of the coast, there is but little hope of these 
denouncements of vessels leaving the Havana being of any utility. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 201. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 25.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 10, 1859. 

1 HAD the honour, in my despatch of the 20th ultimo, to inform your Lordship 
that the United States’ corvette “ Marion” had arrived in this port, and sailed on a 
cruize to the northward, and [ have now the pleasure of being able to report some 
very interesting and important circumstances connected with the proceedings of 
that vessel since her departure hence. 

2. On the arrival of the “ Marion ” in the River Congo on the 20th ultimo, she 
found lying there Her Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” Lieutenant Burton ee ome 
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and the American barque “ Oricn,” of New York, John E. Hanna, master, Harrison 
J. Vining, owner. 

3. Commander Brent, on learning that Lieutenant Burton entertained strong 
doubts as to the legality of the “ Orion’s” papers, and that much suspicion, more- 
over, was attached to her movements, immediately sent his officers on board to 
examine her, the result of which was the discovery of a complete double set of 
slave-coppers, a large quantity of plank, provisions for slaves, and water-casks. It 
appears, however, that Commander Brent considered the register of this vessel to 
be authentic, and the master also produced a clearance from New York dated the 
20th January, 1859, for the River Congo. 

4. On further inquiry it was found that this man had, a few days before the 
“ Marion” made her appearance, proposed to the crew of the barque that they 
should abandon her as a prize to the “Triton,” and this circumstance, added to 
the fact of her having a complete slave equipment on board, induced Commander 
Brent to detain her and send her to the United States for trial. 

5. She was seized on the 21st ultimo, and sent to New York, with every 
individual found on board, in charge of a Lieutenant of the “ Marion.” 

G. The day after the seizure of the “ Orion,” another American barque called 
the ‘Emma Lincoln,” George W. Palmer, master, and owned by J. M. Perry, of 
New York, arrived in the Congo, and on being boarded and searched by the officers 
of the “ Marion ” was found to have on board a cargo in all respects similar to that 
of the former vessel ; but Commander Brent, having in vain attempted to detect any 
irregularity in her papers, did not consider that he would be borne out in seizing 
this vessel merely on the evidence afforded by the suspicious nature of her cargo. 

7. It appears from the statement of that officer that the instructions under 
which the Commanders of the United States’ cruizers on this coast are acting, 
although strictly enjoining on them the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, are yet 
entirely silent as to the nature or description of articles which are to be considered 
as exitlonea of the employment of the vessel in that Trade, and, consequently, much 
difficulty is found in interfering with American vessels not having slaves actually 
on board, or some other positive and unequivocal proof of their being engaged in 
that Traffic. 

8. With regard to the “ Orion,” the proposal of the master to surrender that 
vessel as a prize to Her Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” and other circumstances, were 
sufficient, in Commander Brent’s opinion, to warrant him in detaining her; but in 
the case of the “ Hmma Lincoln,” although he felt little or no moral doubt that she 
was about to be employed in the Slave Trade, yet, as the American law indicates 
no especial equipment to be proof of engagement in that Traflic, that officer declined 
the responsibility of seizing her upon the sole fact of her having on board water- 
casks and other equipment, her register and papers being perfectly regular. 
Consequently, having in this instance no auxiliary evidence, as he had in the cases 
of the “Orion” and ‘“ Ardennes” hereafter mentioned in this despatch, Captain 
Brent after detaining the “ Emma Lincoln” five days, and maturely deliberating | 
upon the case, released her from his control, and she proceeded without further 
molestation up the River Congo to Ponta de Lenha, from whence I shall, doubtless, 
soon receive intelligence of her having succeeded in her iniquitous intentions. 

9. On the 27th April, the day following the release of the above-mentioned 
vessel, the brig “ Ardennes,” of New York, Antoine Pelletier, master and owner, 
arrived in the River Congo. 

10. This is one of the vessels mentioned in Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s 
despatch to your Lordship of the 30th November last. She was fallen in with on 
the evening of the 23rd ultimo, off Cabeca de Cobra, by Her Majesty’s steamer 
“ Pluto,” and was, at that time, standing to the southward, but the following 
morning she was observed to be steering to the northward. Lieutenant Simpson, 
therefore, boarded the “ Ardennes” for the purpose of ascertaining her nationality, 
and learning that she was bound to the Congo, he, with a degree of judgment which 
merits the highest commendation, immediately withdrew for the purpose of 
escorting her in Her Majesty’s steamer to that river, where he was aware that the 
‘“¢ Marion”’ was lying. 

11. On the arrival of the “ Ardennes” in the Congo, accompanied by the 
« Pluto,” Lieutenant Simpson imparted his suspicions respecting her to Commander 
Brent, and a strict search was immediately instituted which resulted in the 
discovery of a complete slave equipment with the exception of the planks for a 
slave-deck, which, it is said, are on board the “ Emma Lincoln.” This, however, 
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in the opinion of Commander Brent, as I have already stated, would not have 
authorized her seizure; but an inspection of the ship’s papers showed that although 
there was nothing incorrect in the register her clearance from Jacksonville in the 
United States was for the Canaries, where she had not been, although two Spanish 
is Le nas passengers on board were furnished with passports for these 
islands, 

12. When Commander Brent drew the attention of the master of the 
« Ardennes” to this circumstance, and called upon him to explain why the vessel 
had not proceeded to the port to which he had made oath before the authorities of 
Jacksonville that she was bound, no satisfactory explanation of the matter could 
be given. 

The master, Pelletier, who is well known for his long connexion with Slave 
Trade transactions on this part of the Coast, stated that he had cleared out for 
the Canaries merely to satisfy public feeling—a strong demonstration having been 
made by the inhabitants of Jacksonville in consequence of the detention of his 
vessel by the authorities at that place, on suspicion of her being concerned in the 
Slave Trade. 

13. It being evident to Commander Brent, under these circumstances, that 
the master of the “ Ardennes,” independently of his having violated the laws of the 
United States for the suppression of the Slave Trade, had knowingly and wilfully 
perjured himself by the solemn oath taken by him before the authorities at 
Jacksonville, determined on seizing the vessel and sending her to the United 
States for trial. The master begged very much to be sent to a port in one of the 
Southern States, but, according to the instructions of the American Government all 
vessels detained on this Coast are, if possible, to be sent for adjudication to the 
port from which they sail. Commander Brent, therefore, sent two officers in 
charge of the ‘“ Ardennes” to New York with the whole of the crew on board, and 
of the particulars of her trial your Lordship wiil doubtless be fully informed by 
Her Majesty’s Consul at that place. 

14. It affords me much pleasure to add that in a letter which I have recently 
received from Captain Courtenay, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Conflict,” at present the 
senior officer of this division of the squadron, that officer expresses his high sense of 
the very cordial and zealous manner in which, throughout the whole of these 
proceedings, Commander Brent has co-operated with Her Majesty’s officers in 
rescuing the American flag from being, in the cases of the “ Orion” and ‘“* Ardennes,” 
desecrated in the prosecution of the most atrocious crimes with impunity. 

15. In the Act of Congress of the 20th April, 1818, certain penalties are 
enacted against any parties who may, in the words thereof, “build, fit, equip, 
load, or otherwise prepare any ship or vessel for the purpose of carrying on any 
Trade or Traffic in Slaves.” 

But in none of the provisions of the Statutes of that country is it stated what 
constitutes the fitting or equipment of a slaver ; and by the principles which appear 
to have guided the decisions of some of the highest Courts in that country, it 
would appear that the presence of such articles of equipment as slave-coppers, 
water-casks, slave-deck, and provisions for slaves, although furnishing strong 
presumptive proof of the illicit object of the voyage, do not constitute the 
offence. , 

This is a matter which I humbly submit it would be advisable to bring under 
the notice of the United States’ Government as eminently requiring its strong and 
immediate consideration ; for it is obvious that the only flag which the guilty 
adventurers in the Slave Trade now assume to cover their crime is the American, 
and that from the art with which experience has taught them to shelter their 
vessels, it will be impossible for Her Majesty’s officers to combat these scandalous 
proceedings, and scarcely less so for those of the United States unless adventitiously 
supplied with auxiliary evidence, as, happily, Captain Brent was. 

It is much to be hoped, therefore, that that Government will adopt efficient 
measures, either by an appeal to the Legislature or otherwise, for enabling its 
officers to determine at once, and without doubt, as to the legal or illegal employ- 
ment of vessels wearing its flag. 

- I have, &c. ; 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 202. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received September 2.) 


(No. 28.) 
My Lord, 


: Loanda, June 8, 1859. 
THE Brazilian Consul-General having communicated to me the suspicions 
which he entertains regarding the destination of three Portuguese vessels, the 
“ Venus,” * Triumphante,” and ‘‘ Tarujo II,” which have recently arrived at this 
place from the Brazils, I considered it my duty to lose no time in bringing the same 
to the knowledge of the Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-chief, who is now on this 
part of the station. 

2. Herewith I have the honour of inclosing to your Lordship translations of 
the letters which have passed between Dr. Saturnino di Souza e Oliveira and myself 
respecting the above-mentioned vessels, as well as a copy of the despatch which I 
addressed to Rear-Admiral the Hon. Sir F. W. Grey on the subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 202. 


Dr. Saturnino de Souza to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, May 25, 1859. 

I BEG leave to address myself to you for the purpose of commending to the vigilance of the British 
cruizvrs on this coast, the brig “ Venus,” which arrived here on Saturday last from Rio Janeiro, vid Benguela, 

There came as passengers in this vessel a Brazilian youth named Ferreira Serva, son of a merchant captain 
and slave-trafficker of the same name, who has been for the last two or three years employed in the Slave Trade in 
the Congo or at Ambriz. 

This youth says that he came to obtain some information respecting his father, which he got with facility. 
even on the day of his landing, at the house of Hugo and Monteiro, who are the Ageuts at this place of the said 
slave captain. 

I am imformed that a landing of slaves has been effected in the Province of Bahia, and that, despite all the 
efforts of the Government of the Emperor, nothing has been discovered respecting it. 

If this be true, I believe that the author of the speculation was Braz Diogo de Souza, who was here last year, 
and that the vessel from which the slaves were landed was the polacca ‘* Graciosa.” 

The speculations in argoadente of the vessels “ Triumphante,” “* Tarujo IJ,” and another coming from 
Pernambuco and Bahia, combined with the arrival of Ferreira Serva, the son of an old slave-trafficker, in a vessel 
which was not expected at this place—the ** Venus “—induce me to entertain strong suspicions respecting all of 
them, and if the same should occur to you it would be very expedient, I think, to have a close watch kept over 
all these vessels. 

You would greatly oblige me if you could inform me whether the brig “ Experiencia” has arrived at San 
Jago, Cape Verdes, for which port she cleared out here ; because she having come from the Brazils, where a 
bond was certainly given to enable her to sail for Africa, I wish to give the Imperial Government some information 
respecting this vessel, in order that payment of the said bond may be enforced. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) DR. SATURNINO DE SOUZA E OLIVEIRA. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 202. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Dr. Saturnino de Souza. 
( Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, May 28, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive your letter of the 25th instant, communicating to me the suspicions which 
you entertain respecting the brig “ Venus” and other vessels which have recently arrived in this port from the 
Brazils, and suggesting the expediency of my commending them to the vigilance of Her Majesty's cruizers on 
this coast. 

You request me, moreover, to inform you whether the brig “ Experiencia,” which cleared out from this port 
for St. Jago, Cape Verdes, has arrived at that island or not. 

I hasten to return you my best acknowledgments for this renewed proof of your desire to co-operate with 
me in carrying out the views of our respective (sovernments with respect to the suppression of the Traffic in 
Slaves, and to assure you that I shall lose no time in bringing to the knowledge of the senior officer of Her 
Majesty's naval forces on this division of the station the information contained in the above-mentioned letter, in 
order that should any of the vessels therein referred to be fallen in with by the British cruizers, a strict watch 
may be kept on their movements. ; 

With regard to the brig “ Experiencia,” I beg to add that ¥ the mail steamer which left this on the 6th 
instant I addressed a letter to the British Consul at the Cape de Verde Islands, requesting him to inform me by 
the earliest opportunity whether that vessel had arrived at any of the ports within the district of the Consulate, 
and on receipt of that gentleman’s reply I shall not fail to communicate it to ae " 

ve, ke. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





“ 
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Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Greu. 


ir, ‘ Loanda, June 7, 1859. 

I HEREWITH have the honour to inclose, for your information, a translation of a letter which I have 
received from the Brazilian Consul-General in this city, communicating to me the doubts which he entertains 
respecting the employment of three Portuguese vessels therein mentioned, the “ Triumphante,” “ Tarujo 11,” 
and “ Venus,” which have recently arrived in this port from the Brazils, and suggesting that I should signal them 
to the vigilance of Her Majesty's cruizers on this coast. ; 

The almost simultaneous arrival here of three vessels from the Brazils is certainly, in itself, a somewhat 
suspicious coincidence, and acquires additional weight when taken in connection with the other circumstances 
adverted to in the Consul-General's letter. 

I shall not fail, however, to use all the means in my power to ascertain whether these vessels are really 
engaged in any illicit undertakings, and to report to you any suspicious movements of theirs which may come to 
my knowledge. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 203. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received September 2.) 


(No. 29.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 23rd March last, No. 7, inclosing to mea list and description of certain 
vessels which have been denounced to Her Majesty’s Goverenment as being 
intended to be employed in the Slave Trade, and, in obedience to your Lordship’s 
instructions, I have communicated the particulars respecting the said vessels, 
confidentially, to the Governor-General of this province, as well as to the Com- 
manders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this division of the station. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No, 204. 
Mr. Gabriel to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 25, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 30th March last, marked Separate, informing me that, Sir George Jackson 
having resigned his appointment as Her Majesty’s Commissioner at this place, 
your Lordship had submitted my name to the Queen, and Her Majesty had been 

raciously pleased to appoint me to succeed Sir George Jackson, with a salary of 
,300/. a-year. 

I have likewise had the honour to receive a letter from Mr. Fitzgerald, dated 
the 12th April last, transmitting to me Her Majesty’s Commission conferring the 
above-mentioned appointment upon me. : : 

Although, my Lord, [ will not attempt to disguise the feeling of deep disap- 
pointment with which, after fourteen years’ services in this country; after having 
undergone during that period privations and sufferings with the particulars of 
which I shall not now trouble your Lordship; and after having had the honour to 
receive the high and uniform approbation of all my official chiefs of the manner in 
which | have discharged the onerous, and during the last three pee very laborious, 
duties which have devolved upon me; I now find the salary of that office which, | 
frankly confess, has always been one of the objects of my ambition, reduced, on the 
occasion of my hard-earned promotion, to the amount stated in your Lordship’s 
above-mentioned despatch. I, nevertheless, bow with submission to your decision 
in this matter, and respectfully beg eae Lordship to believe that I am not the less 
grateful for the flattering terms in which you have been pleased to refer 10 my past 
services in this Commission. . . 

Your Lordship will permit me to add, moreover, that, notwithstanding the 
feeling to which I have now presumed to refer, you may rest assured that I s‘all 
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endeavour to carry out, faithfully and diligently, the important duties now confided 
to my care, so long as my health is spaced me. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 205. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner ta the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 30, 1859. 

I HAVE been honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. § of 
the 13th April last, acquainting me that Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
Captain Sir Henry Huntley, RN. in addition to his appointment as Her Mafesty’s 
Consul in this city, to be Her Majesty's Arbitrator in the Mixed British and Portu- 
guese Commission established here under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between 
Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I have likewise the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Commission under 
the Royal Sign-Manual, bearing date the 5th April last, by which the Queen has 
been graciously pleased to appoint me to be Her Majesty’s Commissioner at this 
place, and to confer the before-mentioned appointment on Sir Henry Huntley. 

In accordance with your Lordship’s directions, | have introduced Sir Henry 
Huntley to my Portuguese colleagues as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, and the 
prescribed oaths having been duly administered to that gentleman and myself by 
the President of the Relacio as the Principal Magistrate of this place, in conformity - 
with the requirements of the Treaty, at a sitting of the Mixed Commission, this 
day, the fact of our having entered upon the duties of our respective offices as 
Commissioner and Arbitrator was recorded on the Minutes of the Court. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 206. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 33.) ; 
My Lord, Loanda, July 1, 1859. 
WE have the honour to report that no case has been presented for adjudica- 
tion before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established at this place 
during the last half-year. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 207. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


vessels which have n reported to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended 
for employment in that Traffic. _ 2. ; ; 
In conformity to your Lordship’s directions, we have made known the parti- 
culars respecting these vessels to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers with 
whom we have been in communication. And we have also handed to the Governor- 
General of this province, confidentially, a translation in the Portuguese language of 
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the above-mentioned papers, requesting his Excellency at the same time to commu- 
nicate the information contained therein to the senior officer of His Most Faithful 
Majesty’s naval forces on this coast. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 208. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 10, 1859. 

I BEG leave to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s Arbitrator has 
addressed a letter to the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, stating that it 
is his intention to return to England on private grouuds, and that he embarks 
this day in the Portuguese mail-steamer “ Africa’ for Lisbon. , 

A Minute to this effect has been duly entered on the records of the Court. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No, 209. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 38.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 10, 1859. 

THE want of clerical assistance is one which I have severely felt during the 
three years in which I have been in charge of this Commission. 

Your Lordship is aware that | am required by the instructions under whi*h I 
act to transmit to the Department of Foreign Affairs duplicates of the despatches 
that I may from time to time have occasion to address to that Department, and 
translations of all inclosures written in the Portuguese language. 

I have had no assistance whatever in my official labours for the last three 
years, beyond that which has been obligingly rendered to me by various guests 
stopping in my house. 

The books and records of the Commission are very peers in arrears, and 
the task imposed upon me of copying and re-copying all my official correspondence 
—of the extent of which your Lordship will be able to form some idea from the 
despatches forwarded by this day’s mail—is so great that I frequently have 
occasion to regret my inability to prepare Reports on subjects connected with my 
office as promptly as the interests of the service requires. 

Under these circumstances, I have been induced, my Lord, to engage the 
services of a gentleman at this place, Mr. William Peixoto, who was for some time 
employed in the British Consulate at the Cape Verde Islands in 1843, and who, 
from his perfect knowledge of the English language, will be of great assistance to 
me in the dispatch of the correspondence which I have the honour to hold with the 
Department over which your Lordship presides. 

I have agreed to pay Mr. Peixoto at the rate of 104$000, or 16/. sterling 
per month, for such time as he may act as my Clerk. 

I trust your Lordship be pleased to approve of this step, and to sanction my 
inserting the amount of this gentleman’s salary in the account of the expenses 
of this Commission payable wholly by the British Government. 

_ Thave, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 210. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


o. 5. 
ae Foreign Office, September 8, 1859. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 38 of the 1oth of July last, and in reply I 
have to state to you that I approve gs having engaged Mr. William Peixoto as 
Clerk, with a salary of 16/. per month, for such time as he may be in your employ- 
ment, and I hereby authorize you to insert the amount of his salary in the amount 
of the expenses of the Mixed Commission payable wholly by the British Govern- 
ment. 

Should Mr. Peixoto, on the arrival at Loanda of Mr. Brown, have already 
entered upon a month’s work, you will retain his services until the expiration of 
that term. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 211. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 6, September 22, 1859. 


{Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 28.] 





No. 212. 
Her Majesty’s Actiny Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received October |.) 


(No. 27. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 26, 1859. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 24th instant. in which I had the honour to 
transmit copies of a correspondence which I have recently had with the Governor- 
General of this province, respecting the capture by Her Majesty’s steamer “Triton” 
of the schooner “ Regla” completely equipped for the reception of a cargo of 
slaves, I now think it right to inform your Lordship that it has been stated in my 
presenes that Francisco Antonio Flores, the Brazilian subject who was expelled 
rom this pee by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty in 1854, on 
account of his notorious participation in Slave Trade transactions, was the 
principal proprietor of this adventure. 

2. It 1s a well known fact, my Lord, that nearly the whole of that individual’s 
operations prior to his expulsion from this province, were carried on at Mazula, 
where there is every reason to suppose the “ Regla” was about to ship her slaves, 
and' several circumstances would seem to corroborate the reports which are now 
current here, as to his intentions to recommence his nefarious pursuits. 

3. In my _ report for the year 1856, which I had the honour to address 
to the Earl of Clarendon under date the 11th February, 1857, and to which I 
respectfully beg your Lordship’s reference, I pointed out the nature of the business 
of a licit character in which the house of Flores has been for the last three years 
engaged. He has continued to pursue the same reckless system of trading until at 
last the wealth which he amassed in the Traffic in Slaves is said to be exhausted, 
and although not yet declared a bankrupt, he is now deeply involved. A short 
time since a meeting of his creditors was called by his Agent bee, as your Lordship 
will pereeive by the inclosed translation of an announcement which recently 
appeared in the “Boletim Official,” and it was determined to allow him twelve 
months to liquidate his accounts under inspection. 

4, It is now generally believed that the Portuguese Government has revoked 
the Decree for his expulsion, and that he will arrive here in the next packet from 
Lisbon; and such is the sympathy felt for this individual throughout the whole 
community of Loanda, that strong hopes are entertained that he will yet retrieve 
his fortune and return to this province a wealthy man. That feeling towards 
_ Senhor Flores, I have no hesitation in saying, is shared in by persons of every 
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station in life here, as a proof of which I may be permitted to mention that on the 
arrival of the last packet from Lisbon, many of the public employés here, including 
Senhor Luiz José Mendes Affonso, the President of the Court of Relacio, and first 
judicial authority in the province, accompanied by several of the mercantile 
community, went off to welcome Senhor Flores, apparently vieing with each othér: 
in the honour of giving him the first salutation. 

5. Anxious as I am, my Lord, to do full justice to the good faith of Senhor 
Amaral, J cannot but regret to find him ever ready to lend his strongest countenance 
and protection to the house of Flores; for it is impossible for his xcellency not to 
be aware that Junqueira and other convicted slave-traffickers connected with that 
individual are at the present moment actively engaged in shipping slaves to Cuba, 
if not from this province from the River Congo and other aiintent parts of the 
coast. I did not, however, in replying to the Governor-General’s letter of the 
9th instant, state more than circumstances of general notoriety ; but of the truth of 
the reports which have reached me in regard to the attempts which are about to be 
made to renew the Slave Trade in this province there can be but very little doubt, 
and I regret, therefore, that the measures adopted by Senhor Amaral on being 
informed of the capture of the “ Regia” do not, so far as they have yet gone, appear 
to be of that earnest character which his Excellency’s endeavours to put down the 
Slave Trade on previous occasions had induced me to expect. 

6. The correspondence of this Commission and the evidence adduced in the 
case of the ‘“‘ Newport,” which was tried before the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council in 1857, proves how extensively Flores was concerned in the Slave Trade 
here previous to his expulsion, and the records of your Lordship’s office will show 
how futile were all the application, made by Her Majesty's Government to the Court 
of Lisbon, until, chrough the perseverance and rer g! of my absent colleague, 
Sir George Jackson, authentic proof was obtained of his being engaged in that 
trade. is return at this moment would, I believe, contribute to the revival of the 
Traffic in Slaves at this place, and I beg leave, therefore, humbly to suggest the 
advisability of your Lordship’s urging the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty to withold its sanction of his returning to this Colony, should Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon be aware of any intention to allow him to do so. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 212. 


Extract from the “ Boletim Offcial.” 
(Translation. ) 


SENHOR FRANCISCO ANTONIO FLORES not having arrived at this place by the steamer “ Don 
Pedro V” for reasons which are generally known, and it being necessary to harmonize the interests of his house 
with those of his creditors, all persons residing in this city who may have had any transactions with the said house, 
whereby they have become its creditors, are requested to appear either personally or by their attorneys, at the 
residence of the said Senhor Flores, at 11 o’clock, on the 17th instant, in order to deliberate upon matters which 
will then be submitted to them. 

Loanda, March 11, 1859. 

Pro F. A. Fiores, 
(Signed) A. GARRIDO. 





No. 213. 


! 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 1.) 


(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 5th instant Her Majesty’s steamer 
“Triton,” Lieutenant Burton commanding, arrived in this port en route to 
St. Helena, bringing in tow a schooner called the “ Regia,” which she had captured 
the day previous, about thirty miles to the northward of this city, in latitude 8° 5’ 
south and longitude 12° 58’ east, without colours or papers tu prove her entitled to 
any national character, and having on board a complete slave equipment, with 
specie to the amount of about 1,7001. 

2. This schooner left Cardenas in January last, and first sighted the coast, 
near the River Longo, about 100 miles south of this place. From eee she 
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shaped her course to the northward, running in sight of the land to ascertain 
her true ition, and after passing Loanda, hove-to off Mazula on the day 
a“? er capture by the “ Triton.” 

3. Having learned from Lieutenant Burton that the captain of the “ Regla” 
had landed at Mazula, a place situated between this city and Ambriz, and conse- 
quently within the territories of the Crown of Portugal on this coast, and this fact 
having been confirmed by a written statement made by one of the crew of the 
captured vessel, | thought it my duty to address a letter to the Governor-General, 
bringing to his knowledge this apparent attempt to renew the Traffic in Slaves in 
this province, and suggesting that the depositions of the crew of the schooner might 
be taken whilst in this port, with a view not only of enabling his Excellency to 
cause the captain to be arrested and brought to justice, but also to institute legal 
proceedings against any other parties who might prove to be the authors of this 
criminal speculation. 

4. In that letter I stated, moreover, that I had reason to fear that the schemes 
of the slave-dealers were again in operation in this province, and expressed my 
confident hope that his Excellency would use all the means at his command to 
frustrate them. 

5. Senhor Amaral replied, under date the 9th instant, by observing that, 
according to Portuguese law, it would be irregular to base any judicial aera 
on depositions taken on board a British vessel of war, and assuring me that he 
would forward the description of the captain of the ‘‘ Regla,” contained in the 
statement inclosed with my despatch to his Excellency of the 7th instant, to the 
Portuguese authorities to the north, in order that they might cause him to quit the 
moe territory in the event of his being found. 

is Excellency informs me, moreover, that although the only two factories 
existing at Mazula belong to American houses which he supposes to be incapable 
of dealing in slaves, he will, nevertheless, cause inquiries to be made respecting the 
landing of the captain of the ‘“ Regla”’ at that place, and concludes by requesting 
me to state the grounds I have for supposing that any Slave Trade operations are 
rojected in this province, and by expressing his opinion that enterprises of an 
honest and less hazardous nature are taking the place of that reproved traffic. 

6. This reply was delivered to me late in the afternoon of the 9th instant, and 
as the “ Triton,” in company with her prize, proceeded to sea the following morning 
at daylight, there was consequently no time to make other proposals or arrange- 
ments for the examination of the crew of the “ Regla,” a circumstance which is 
certainly to be regretted, inasmuch as I think it highly probable that had a rigid 
inquiry been instituted into the particulars of this transaction, it would have been 
found that persons in this city were concerned in it. 

7. In the rejoinder which I addressed to the Governor-General on the 13th 
instant, I considered it my duty to enter more at length upon this subject, and to 
state, fully and distinctly, in accordance with the wishes expressed by his Excel- 
lency, the several circumstances which lead me to fear that attempts are about to 
be made to revive the Traffic in Slaves in this province, aud to which I would now 
request vour Lordship’s serious attention. 

8. To this last letter 1 have not yet received any reply; the result, therefore, 
of the measures taken by the Governor-General in this matter, 1 shall have to 
report in another despatch. 

9. I beg leave to subjoin copies of the correspondence which has passed 
between Senhor Amaral and myself upon this subject, trusting that your Lordship 
will be of opinion that I have not outstepped the strict line of my duty in the course 
which I have pursued on this occasion. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 213. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Gavernor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Most Excellent Sir, Loanda, May 8, 1859. 

I REGRET that it should be my duty to bring to your Excellency’s notice an attempt which has just been 
made to renew the Traffic in Slaves in the vicinity of this city. 

Her Majesty's steamer “ Triton,” on the 4th instant, being in latitude 8° 5’ south, and longitude 12° 58’ east, 
captured a schooner without colours or papers, and with a slave-deck laid, a great quantity of water in casks, 
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provisions, and all the requisite equipments for a cargo of slaves, whom it is alleged she was about to ship at 
Mazula, off which place she was first seen by Her Majesty’s steamer. 

From the inclosed copy of a declaration made in writing by the carpenter of this vessel, who is now on board 
the “Triton,” your Excellency will perceive that the captain, whose description is therein given, landed at 
Mazula the day previous to her capture; and I would take the liberty of suggesting that immediate steps should be 
taken for his apprehension, in the event of his being found in any part of this province. 

I assure you Excellency that I have reason to fear that the mancuvres of the slave-dealers at this place are 
again in operation ; and 1 confidently hope that you will use all the means at your command to prevent the revival 
of this inhuman Traffic within the territories of the Crown of Portugal on this coast. 

I have no doubt that Lieutenant Burton will allow such depusitions to be taken on board the “Triton” as 
your Excellency may deem requisite, with a view to any judicial proceedings which it may hereafter be necessary 
to institute for the conviction and punishment of the authors of this criminal speculation ; and I shall be happy 
tu afford your Excellency all the assistance in my power in this respect. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


P.S.—Her Majesty's ship “ Triton" proceeds to sea on Tuesday morning at daylight. 
E. G. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 213. 


Declaration. 
( Translation.) 

I, THE Undersigned, declare, and if necessary will swear, that the schooner “ Regla,” captured by the English 
steamer of war “ Triton,” sailed from Cardenas, in the Island of Cuba, and after a voyage of three months and 
a-half sighted the land at the Ria Longo, on the coast of Africa. She then proceeded for three days to the north, 
and arrived off Mazula on the 3rd of this month. 

On that day the schooner hove-to in sight of Mazula, and at 3 o'clock in the afternoon the captain went on 
shore in one of the boats, manned by four white men, who returned on board, with orders to go for him the 
following day. 

The captain was an American, and did not speak Spanish, but I, the Undersigned, do not know his name. 
He was about 35 years of age, tall and stout, fresh complexion, and reddish hair. ‘lhe said captain took with him 
a bag of clothes, and a small sum of money. 

The Undersigned does not know anything of the papers of the schooner; but I saw the captain tie up an 
American flag, and take it with him. 

The said captain had made two voyages in the Slave Trade: 

The pilot was a Catalan called Dom Pedro, and governed the ship. 

The schooner sailed from Cardenas at night, without having been visited or dispatched by the Custom-house, 
and had on board water, provisions, and everything requisite for the reception of about 350 slaves, which, I think, 
were to have been shipped at Mazula. 

The slave-deck was laid during the vovage. 

Signed on board the British steamer “ Triton,” at Loanda, May 7, 1859. 

(Signed) FRANCISCO PERES, Carpenter of the schooner “ Regla.” 

Signed in onr presence : 

(Signed) Epmunp Gasriet, Acting British Commissioner at Loanda. 
E. Harpince, Commander, Royal Navy. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 213. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Hex Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


( Translation.) 
Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, May 9, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to ackuowledge tke receipt of your despatch, dated yesterday, in which you are pleased 
to communicate to me the circumstances of the capture of a schooner, without colours or papers, by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s steamer ‘ Triton,” in the latitude of Mazula, south of Ambriz. ' 

This despatch is accompanied by a copy of the declaration made by the carpenter, Francisco Peres, one of 
the crew of the said schooner, from which it appears that she was called the “ Regla,” that she sailed from Cuba 
with the American flag, sighted this coast in the latitude of the River Longo, and thence proceeded to the north, 
until she arrived off Mazula, where she hove-to on the 3rd of the current month, to land the captain, who went on 
shore; the schooner’s boat in which he landed returning with orders to go for him the following day, on which 
day the * Triton” captured her. ; 

It is stated, moreover, by the said individual, that the schooner was prepared to receive a cargo of slaves, 
which he thinks she was to receive at Mazula. 

Upon this declaration, and other grounds, which you say you have to fear, that parties at I.oauda are about 
to renew their Slave Trade speculations, you express a hope that I will use every means to frustrate any such 
attempts. 

You also request that orders may be given for the apprehension of the said captain, if he should be found 
and recognized. ee a 

Finally you tender to me your intervention, with a view of instituting judicial inquiries on board the “ Triton, 
in case it should become necessary to take legal proceedings respecting the above-mentioned attempt at Slave 
Trade. : ’ 

I thank you for this offer, but am sorry that I cannot avail myself of it, because it would be irregular, 
according to Portuguese law, to base a judicial process upon declarations taken on board a ship of Her Britannic 
Majesty. ' . 

. With respect to the captain of the schooner, I will cause his description to be sent to the various points to 
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the north, where there are Purtuguese authorities, in order that they may cause him to quit the territory if he should 
be found ; this being all that can be done against him, inasmuch as the indispensable elements for prosecuting him 
judicially are wanting. 

There are only two American factories at Mazula, the owners of which would not, 1 think, be guilty of 
speculating in the exportation of slaves ; but I will, nevertheless, demand from the persons residing there all the 
information they can give respecting the visit of the schooner “ Regla” to that place, should they have been in 
communication with him. 

With respect, finally, to the caution necessary in preventing any attempt to revive this Traffic in the Portu- 
guese possessions, you very properly believe that I will observe the utmost. : 

If the reasons which you have for suspecting that any attempt of this kind is projected, can be communi- 
cated without inconvenience, which it is to be presumed they can, I would earnestly request you to make them 
known to me. For my part, without speaking of the points rorth of Ambriz where there are no Portuguese 
authorities, I am more and more convinced that the former tendencies for the reproved Traffic are disappearing, 
and that honest and less hazardous enterprises are taking its place. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 2138. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Most Excellent Sir, Tanda, May 14, 1859. 

I AM honoured by the receipt of your Excellency's despatch of the 9th instant, in reply to mine of the 
previous day, communicating the particulars of the capture of a schooner off Mazula by Her Majesty’s steamer 
“ Triton.” 

With reference to my proposal that your Excellency should cause the crew of the above-mentioned schooner 
to be examined whilst in this port by some competent authority with a view, if practicable, of prosecuting and 
punishing any parties who might be implicated in the apparent attempt to ship slaves in the Portuguese dominions, 
your Excellency is pleased to observe that, according to Portuguese legislation, it would be irregular to base any 
legal proceedings on declarations taken on board a British ship of war. 

The “ Triton” having left this port, in company with her prize, it is now, of course, of no practical avail to 
offer any further observations on this matter, but I cannot abstain from remarking that if judicial proceedings 
could not, as your Excellency says, be based upon depositions taken on board a British vessel of war, I should 
have supposed that, considering the important end in view, that difficulty might have been overcome by causing 
those depositions to be taken on board the detained vessel, or, what would have been, perhaps, a still more regular 
mode of proceeding, by your Excellency’s requesting the Commander of the ‘‘ Triton” to send the prisoners on 
shore. 

I think it is highly probable that had these men been subjected to a rigid examination, evidence would have 
been obtained which would not only have thrown much light on this matter, but also have enabled your Excellency 
to proceed according to law against the captain in the event of his be! ., apprehended, and to ascertain whether 
any other parties within your jurisdiction are concerned in the criminal adventure of the schooner ‘“‘ Regla.” 

Your Excellency assures me that you will make known to the Portuguese authorities to the north, the 
description of the captain of the ‘“ Regla” which is contained in the paper inclosed with my despatch of the 
7th instant, in order that they may cause him to leave the Portuguese territory should he be found, and that 
assurance I shall not fail to communicate to Her Majesty's Government in the report which it will be my duty to 
make to it of all the facts connected with this capture. 

I do not hesitate to express my entire acquiescence in the opinion your Excellency entertaius respecting the 
owners of the two American factories now established at Mazula, inasmuch as I am aware that they are connected 
with firms in the United States which have never yet been even suspected of lending themselves in any way to 
Slave Trade transactions ; but, on the other hand, I must as frankly state that I do not consider the fact of these 
being the only factories known to your Excellency as existing for licit commerce at that place, by any means 
proves that factories for other purposes may not exist in the neighbourhood from whence the ‘‘ Regla” might have 
embarked slaves, more particularly as I am informed that it is not the practice of the slave-dealers, at the present 
day, to keep their victims undisguisedly in factories situated at the points of shipment, but to collect them at 
remote and unfrequented places some distance inland, from whence they are marched down to the beach for 
embarkation. 

Your Excellency is perfectly aware that in consequence of the strict secresy observed by the slave-dealers, it 
is a matter of no common difficulty to obtain substantial and authentic data for forming a judgment as to the 
extent to which the Traffic in Slaves is carried on, or the precise locality which the traffickers may select for their 
nefarious purposes ; but, nevertheless, as your Excellency has setae | me to inform you of the grounds which I 
have for fearing that some sinister machinations are again contemplated in this province, I consider it my duty to 
state that those grounds are as follows :— 

1. The capture of a vessel in a complete state of preparation for the embarkation of a cargo of slaves off a 
place which was ee | a short time prior to your Excellency s assuming the government of this province the seat 
of the extensive and unhappily successful operations of an individual who was at that time residing here, and very 
actively engaged in the Slave ‘Trade. 

This circumstance in itself, is, I submit, sufficient to justify the apprehension that attempts are about to be 
made to resuscitate the trade in this province, but it acquires additional weight when coupled with the tact, which 
is notorious at this place, that the individual above referred to is at the present moment in very embarrassed 
circumstances, his creditors having only a short time since allowed him twelve months to liquidate his affairs. 

Your Excellency will permit me to ask whether, under these circumstances, there is not reason to fear that a 
person whose former pursuits are well known, may make an effort, however daring, to retrieve his ill-acquired 
fortune ? 

2. | would also refer to the extraordinary activity which has indy been observable on the part of two 
persons now residing in this city, whose guilty participation in the Slave Trade was proved by the judiciat 
proceedings at Bahia, in the case of the capture of the American slaver “ Mary E. Smith,” in 1856. 

The papers which were found in the possession of a passenger on board that vessel were communicated ta 
your Excellency by my absent colleague, Sir George Jackson. 
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Tu one of them, the manifest of cargo, there appear, as shippers of slaves, José Maria Junqneira and 
J. M. Pamplona. These are the parties to whom I refer, and I must add that another of those intercepted papers 
proves that the first-mentioned person was charged with the management of various similar transactions on this 
coast. 

8. There is yet another circumstance which inclines me to apprehend that some Slave Trade enterprise has 
recently been desigued here. It is the information which has reached me within the last few days, that the brig 
“ Experiencia,” which left this on the 28th March last, in ballast, for the Cape Verds, did not direct her course 
for those islands, but proceeded to some other destination on a slave-trading adventure. 

T cannot, of course, vouch for the truth of this report, but having communicated it officially to Her Majesty's 
Consu! at the Cape Verds, requesting him to inform me whether the “ Ezperiencia” has made her appearance at 
those islands, or not, I shall, without fail, inform your Excellency of that gentleman’s reply as soon as I am in 
possession of it. 

I most willingly recognise your Excellency’s honourable desire to further the views of your Government by 
substituting a more honest and wholesome commerce in this province for that of the demoralizing Traffic in Slaves, 
and I have had great pleasure in bringing under the notice of the Government of Her Majesty the Queen the 
happy results in this respect which have attended the measures adopted by the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty. 

It is very gratifying to me to add, moreover, that I have heard several persons iu this city, who might have 
been supposed as much as any could be, interested in the continuance of the Slave ‘T'rade, avow their sense of the 
benefits which have arisen, or may be expected, from its decline; but I beg permission to observe that it is 
necessary to distinguish well between the honest and bond fide lawiul trader and the person who merely trades in 
lawful merchandize, and embarks in lawful enterprises, to subserve unlawful ends. 

Your Excellency may rest assured that it is only by following up encrgetically the views and sentiments of 
both Governments, in regard to the extinction of a !'raffic which is alike unworthy of mankind and destructive of 
the prosperity of this Colony, that we can hope to see the commerce of Angola attain that vast expansion of which 
it is susceptible, and which no one more ardently than myself desires that it may do. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty of reiterating the expression of my conviction that your Excellency will take 
efficient measures to defeat any attempts that may be projected for the revival of Slave Trade speculations in this 
province. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 214 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 1.) 


(No. 30.) 
My Lord. Loanda, June 25, 1859. 

ADVERTING to my despatch of the 24th ultimo, No. 26, transmitting to your 
Lordship copies of a correspondence which I have had with the Governor-General 
of this Province respecting the capture of the schooner * Regla,” off Mossulo, by 
Her Majesty’s steamer “Triton,” I have now the honour to inclose herewith the 
translation of a further despatch which I[ received from Senhor Amaral on this 
subject, and a copy of the reply which I returned thereto. 

2. In laying this correspondence before your Lordship I think it right to beg 
your attention to the fact that, although my first communication to the Governor- 
General respecting the seizure of the “ Regla ” off Mossulo was dated the 9th May, 
and notwithstanding that Mossulo is situated within a distance of forty miles, or 
two days’ march, of Loanda, and that there are almost daily opportunities of 
communicating both by land and sea with Ambriz, the documents inclosed with his 
Excellency’s letter of the 3rd instant, copies of which 1 have now the honour to 
forward, do not appear to have been drawn up until the 27th May, three weeks 
subsequent to the date of the above-mentioned capture; nor can I refrain from 
adding, moreover, that, on the 25th May, the Portuguese transport “ Rodovalho ” 
left this port for Ambriz, having on board as passenger, Augusto Garrido, the 
agent of Francisco Antonio Flores, at this place, whose name appeared in the port 
register published in the “ Boletim Official” announcing the departure of that 
vessel, as a “ negociante Americano.” 

From the fact of the Governor-General’s having allowed three weeks to elapse 
without apparently instituting any inquiry into this important matter, at the spot 
of which the “ Regla” was seized, and the inclosed documents having all been 
drawn up immediately after Senhor Garrido’s arrival at Ambriz, I ‘eave your 
Lordship to draw your own conclusions ; and will only add, that no armed force of 
any kind has been sent to Mossulo to ascertain whether any barracoons exist there, 
one subaltern officer merely having been ordered from Ambriz to that place to 
ae the depositions of the American Agents residing there, Messrs. Riley and 

arks. 

From the inclosed copy of the Governor-General’s despatch to me on this 
subject, your Lordship will learn, not without surprise, that his Excellency, assuming 
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at once the absolute truth of the statements made to him by certain parties at 
Ambriz, without noticing those of Messrs. Riley and Parks, which were before him 
at the same time, takes strong exception to the report made by me as to the 
“ Regla”’ having been captured off Mossulo, and expresses his firm conviction 
that the capture took place off Ambrizette, which lies beyond the limit of the 
Portuguese territory on this coast. 

4. The utter discrepancy prevailing between the statements of the parties 
upon whose testimony the Governor-General rests his belief, is apparent on the 
face of them; but in order to give your Lordship a clear insight into the matter, 
and the better to enable you to judge how directly the details given by the residents 
at Ambriz, Vianna and Ferro, are at variance with facts, I beg to subjoin a chart 
which has been drawn up by Her Majesty’s Consul, and which shows with the 
greatest accuracy the track of the “Triton,” as taken from that vessel’s log, 
together with the position of the capture, and the movements ascribed to Her 
Majesty’s steamer by the above-named parties. I take the liberty also of annexing 
a copy of a letter addressed to me by Sir Henry Huntley, in which he offers some 
explanatory observations on the matter. 

5. The statements contained in the documents transmitted to me by the 
Governor-General, to which his Excellency appears disposed to lend implicit 
credence, seemed to me to convey a serious imputation against Her Majesty’s 
officers who had communicated to me the particulars of the capture, and I considered 
it incumbent on me, therefore, to place copies of the whole of the correspondence 
which has passed between Senbor Amaral and myself on this subject, before the 
Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-chief on this station. 

6. | accordingly addressed a letter to the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey, a copy 
of which I beg leave to submit to your Lordship, together with a copy of the reply 
which [ have received from the Rear-Admiral. ; 

That officer, moreover, assured me that a copy of the report from the Commander 
of the “'Triton” should be forwarded to me when received, which will, I have no 
doubt, set this matter at rest. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure | in No. 214. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, June 3, 1859. 

IN my despatch of the 9th ultimo, respecting the capture of the schooner “ Regla”™ by the British 
steamer “ Triton,” I said that I would cause inquiries to be made at Mossulo, respecting the disembarkation of 
the captain of the schooner at that place, and any other circumstances relative to the Slave Trade adventure 
attributed to that vessel. 

I have done so, and I now proceed to communicate to you the result. At the outset, however, I cannot omit 
to express, on the one hand, the surprise which 1 feel at the contradictions which appear between the information 
I have received, and that which was given to you, and on the other the satisfaction it affords me to be able to 
retain my intimate conviction that no Slave Trade has been attempted within the territory of this Province, 
occupied by authorities and forces of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

From the document No. 1, signed by Senhors C. P. Riley and Alcnso Parks, in charge of the American 
factories at Mossulo, it appears that the schooner ‘ Reg/a” anchored there at 6 o’clock in the afternoon of the 
3rd May, and that on the following morning, at 8 o'clock, she was taken in tow by a steamer, and proceeded 
to the southward. The said factors declare that the schooner had no communication with the shore. 

Document No. 2 is a correct copy of the deposition of José Gonsalves Vianna, trader on this coast, made 
before the Commandant of Ambriz. 

This individual declares that on the 3rd or 4th of May (date uncertain, as he spoke from memory), being at 
Awbrisette, in the factory of Silva and Sparhawk, he saw a schooner with the American flag flying, about five or 
six miles off the land, chased by a brig steamer which soon came up with her, and having visited her, took her in 
tow, and proceeded to the southward. 

Document No. 3 tends to prove the following facts :— 

1. That the schooner “ Fegla,” was detained by the steamer “ Triton,” in the latitude of Ambrisette. 

2, ‘hat she was taken in tow by that steamer until near Mossulo, where the steamer, leaving her at anchor, 
returned to Kinsembo, and there landed the crew. 

3. That the foreign merchants at Kinsembo being inconvenienced with those guests, provided them imme- 
diately with the means of proceeding to the North. 

4. That the captain of the schooner was landed with the rest of the crew at Kinsembo. 

I consider it unnecessary to point out to you the discrepancy between these statements, and all that was 
communicated to you, which, in my opinion, merits the most serious attention. The fact of the * Triton,” with 
the schooner in tow, having passed from the north to the south of Ambriz, of her having returned to land the 
crew at Kinsembo, and afterwards repassed Ambriz, and proceeded to the spot where she had left the schooner, 
can be attested by several people. 
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From these facts it undoubtedly results that the schooner was detained to the north of Ambriz, and the good 
faith which characterizes you induces me to believe that you will concur in the opinion that this attempt of the 
above-mentioned schooner cannot, as you have supposed, affect the confidence due to the manifest tendencies of 
the inhabitants of this place for honest commercial and industrial enterprises. 

I will not take upon myself to reply to the declaration of Francisco Perez, the carpenter of the “ Regla,” 
of which you sent me a copy, as compared with those which I now communicate to you, because I am certain that 
you will acknowledge that such individuals are deserving of no credit, because they spontaneously embark in these 
scandalous speculations, stimulated only by the love of gain, and would not hesitate, therefore, to commit after- 
wards the double infamy of exonerating themselves by injuring their associates. 

It only remains for me to say, that an officer went from Ambriz to Moasulo, and that as well by his own 
personal observation as from what was stated to him by the American factors at that place, there are no slave 
barracoons there, nor anything else which indicates the least idea of enterprises in the reproved Traffic. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 214. 
Statement of Messrs. Riley and Parks. 


UNDERSTANDING that we, the Undersigned, residents of Mossulo, are desired to state all we know 
respecting the capture of the schooner “ Regla,” and the circumstance of the captain of the said vessel coming on 
shore, we beg leave to state that on or about the 3rd of May, 1859, at about 6 p.m., a small vessel anchored off 
this place, which we supposed to be a Portuguese transport, but did not send any boat on shore, neither did any 
person disembark from her to our knowledge. On the following morning, there was also anchored close to her a 
steam-vessel, which took her in tow and left at about 8 o’clock A.M., going southwards. 

We hereby certify that the above is all we know respecting this matter. 

Mossulo, May 27, 1859. 

(Signed) C. P. RILEY. 
ALONSO PARKS. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 214. 


Deposition of José Gonsalves Vianna. 
( Translation.) 

ON the 28th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1859, in the office of the Secretary of the district of 
Ambriz, there being present Captain Francisco Alves Xavier, Commandant of the said district, with me Pedro 
d’Alcantara d’Amorim Vianna, clerk, duly sworn, appeared José Gonsalves Vianna, sen ot Paulo José Vianna. 
natives of Vianna in Minho, unmarried, Portuguese subject, and being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists to 
to speak the truth, declared, in the presence of the witnesses José Agostinho Ferreira, Vicar of this district, and 
Emanoel Jonnes, employé of the Dutch house of Kerdyk, as follows : 

That being in Ambrisette, in the house of Silva and Sparhawk, on his way to this place, about the 3rd or 
4th of the present month, he saw a schooner, about five miles to the southward of Ambrisette, chased by an 
English brig-rigged steamer, which came from seaward, and that the said schooner had the American flag flying, 
and that a short time afterwards the steamer lowered a boat and visited the said schooner, taking her in tow with 
the American flag hoisted, and proceeding to the southward until deponent lost sight of them. 

Nothing more was stated by the deponent, and this declaration having been read over to him, he signed it, 
together with the said Commuindak and the above-mentioned witnesses and me, the clerk, who wrote it. 

(Signed) XAVIER, Captain Commandant. 
JOSE GONSALVES VIANNA. 
JOSE AGOSTINHO FERREIRA. 
EMANOEL JONNES. 
PEDRO D'ALCANTARA D'AMORIM VIANNA. 
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Inclosure 4 in No, 2i4. 


Senhor Ferro to the Governor of Ambriz. 
Translation.) 
ir, Ambriz, May 28, 1859. 

IN reply to the despatch which you were pleased to address to me on the 26th instant, I have to state to 
you as follows: 

Ist. That I learned from John Scott that in coming up here from the River Congo he saw a launch 
proceeding to the north, with which he communicated, and found on board some persons who said that they were 
the captain and crew of a schooner which had been detained off Ambrisette in sight of the barracoons by the 
English steamer of war “ Triton,” which after having towed the said schooner as far as Mossulo, to the south of 
Ambriz, left her there, and went to land them at Kinsembo: there the inhabitants gave them a launch, with water 
and provisions, to proceed to the north. 

Qndly. That not only I, but nearly all the inhabitants, saw a steamer of war pass this place from the north 
to the south on the morning of the 4th or Sth instant, having in tow a schooner, which she left apparently at 
anchor off Capulo Grande, returning to the north, close in shore as fir as Kinsembo, where she stopped. and 
shortly afterwards again proceeded, under steam and sail, to the south in the direction of the schooner. 

3rdly. That it has been stated to me by different people that the captain and crew of a vessel were landed 
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there on the same day that the “ Triton " passed this place, and were living there. And that the inhabitants being 
afraid of those guests, furnished them with the means of leaving Kinsembo the same afternoon, and they proceeded 
to the north. - 
God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) CONSTANTINO ANTONIO VARES FERRO. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 214. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, June 13, 1859. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency's despatch of the 3rd instant, inclosing copies of three 
documents, relative to the position in which the capture of the schooner “ Reg/a” took place. 

Upon those documents I shall now proceed to offer some brief observations, merely prefacing them with the 
remark that as the place mentioned in my previous despatches on this subject, although Taid down on the English 
charts as “ Mazula,” is adverted to by your Excellency and others as “ Mossulo,” I shall, for greater precision, hence- 
forward adopt this latter orthography, the two names representing the same place. 

The first of the above-mentioned documents is a statement made by two American agents engaged in legal 
trade at Mossulo, and seems to confirm, at least in the most essential points, tte information communicated to 
your Excellency in my despatch of the 9th ultimo, inasmuch as it is stated therein that a small vessel arrived off 
that place on the 3rd May, which I have no doubt was the schooner “ Reg/a,” and that the following morning 
about 8 o'clock a steamer took her in tow, and proceeded to the southward, ‘This statement is strangely at 
aco with the declarations of the other parties residing at Ambriz, whose testimony your Excellency has 
invoked. ’ 

The second document, like the others, three wecks subsequent to the capture of the “ Regla,” is the 
deposition on oath of Jo&éio Gonsalves Vianna, a trader on this coast, in which he avers that on the 3rd or 4th 
May, being at Ambrizette, he saw a schooner, with American colours flying, chased by a brig steamer, whica soon 
came up with her, and taking her in tow proceeded to the southward. 

Considering that Ambrizette lies at a distance of sixty miles to the north of Mossulo, I might almost view 
this statement as sufficiently refuted by the declaration of the two American agents at the latter place. But in 
order to enable your Excellency to appreciate the degree of credit which is due to it, and also to the hearsay 
evidence contained in the answer to the first point, referred to in document No. 3, I beg to assure you :— 

First. That although the “ Triton,” after falling in with the “ Regla” off Mossulo on the morning of the 
4th ultimo, did return Kinsembo to land a portion of the crew of that vessel, yet neither Her Majesty's steamer 
nor the schooner approached to within a distance of thirty miles of Ambrizette. 

Secondly. That from the moment the “ Regla” was first seen by the “Triton” no flag of any kind 
whatever was displayed on board of that schooner, nor was any found when she was visited by Her Majesty's 
steamer. And, 

Thirdly. That no schooner wearing American colours has been seen by any British cruizer off Ambrizette 
for some considerable time past. 

The fact of the * Regla's " having been first seen off Mossulo, and subsequently captured a few miles to the 
north, but within sight, of that place, or in the precise spot which, for the express purpose of avoiding any doubts 
on the matter, I stated in my despatch of the 9th instant was reported by me, not on the authority, as your 
Excellency seems to imagine, of the carpenter of that vessel, but on information communicated to me directly by 
two officers in Her Majesty's service, viz., Lieutenant Burton, commanding Her Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” and 
Commander Hardinge, who was taking a passage in that steamer to join Her Majesty’s ship “ Persian,” when the 
“ Regla”’ was seized. Your Excellency, therefore, will allow me to say that those points must be considered by 
me, and I am sure they will, on your being made aware of this circumstance, also appear to your Excellency, as 
settled. 

The only assertions which rest on the statement of Francisco Perez, a copy of which was inclosed with my 
above-mentioned despatch, are— 

First. That the “ Regla” made the land at Rio Longo, and, having run along it to the north for three days, 
arrived off Mossulo the day previous to her capture by the “ Triton ””—a statement which, I beg to remark, is 
not only in part corroborated by the evidence of the American agents residing at Mossulo, but corresponded also 
in every respect with the chart which was found on board showing the schooner’s track to this coast, and which I 
personally examined. And, 

Secondly. That the master of the schooner, whose description was very fully given, had landed at Mossulo—an 
assertion which, in some measure, gathers confirmation by the fact that no one was found on board willing to 
assume that character. 

Your Excellency says that you will not undertake to explain the statement made by the carpenter of the 
“* Regla,” as compared with the particulars detailed in the documents of which you have sent me copies, maintaining 
that no credibility is due to thé testimony of such individuals, who would never scruple to exonerate themselves by 
injuring their as: ociates. 

I am somewhat at a loss to conceive by what motive your Excellency can pis ep the carpenter of the‘ Reyla" 
to have been actuated in misrepresenting rd proceedings of that vessel prior to her seizure. He, like the rest of 
the crew, knew that it was utterly hopeless to set up any defence of the vessel, and I must confess that I do not 
see how the spot at which the capture was made, or the course the vessel had previously pursued, could, as your 
Excellency appears to imagine, in any way affect that man, or injure his associates, unless, indeed, it should be 
acknowledged that he had some associates or accomplices on shore at Mossulo who might be serionsly compromised 
by the fact of a slaver being captured off that place. 

I now come to the concluding paragraph of your Excellency's despatch, in reply to which I have only to 
assure you that the information which it contains, viz., that barracoons have been sought for, but have not been 
found, at Mossulo, together with all other particulars relating to this important capture, and the measures which 
your Excellency has thought it advisable to adopt respecting it, shall be brought by me, at the earliest moment, to 
the knowledge of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I shall lose no time also in laying copies of the whole of the correspondence which has passed between us respecting 
this capture before the Admiral Commanding the Queen's forces on this coast, in order that he may be able to institute 
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whatever inquiries may appear to him expedient to rebut the grave imputations thrown out against an officer of 
the British navy in the documents Nos. 2 and 3 transmitted to me wit! your Excellency’s despatch of the 3rd 
instant, and also in the unofficial version of this affair which has reached you, and which I find reproduced in your 
confidential despatch of the same date. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 214. 
Chart showing the Track of the “ Triton.” 
EXPLANATIONS, 


FROM “ Triton’s” journal of 3rd and 4th of May, 1859 :— 

1. “ Triton’s” anchorage off Snakes’ Head ; left at 10°45 A.M., May 3. 

2. “ Triton’s” position same night at 12 o'clock. 

3. “ Triton’s " position at daylight, May 4, when “ Regla” was first seen from her. 
4. Position of “ Regla” when captured by “ Triton,” at 7°10 A.s., May 4. 


From statements of Vianna and Ferro :— 

A. “Was at Ambrizette, morning of May 3rd or 4th; at daylight, saw a schooner five miles (A) south of 
Ambrizette under American colours ; an English steamer came from seaward, visited the schooner, took her in 
tow, and wert to the southward with her."—( Vide Vianna's statement, May 28, 1859.) ; 

B. “Was at Ambriz, morning of May 4th or 5th; saw a steamer pass (B) from the northward with a 
schooner in tow under American colours; steamer left schooner at Capulo Grande, came back to Kinsembo, and 
soon after returned to the schooner and towed her to the southward."—{ Vide Ferro's statement, May 28, 1859.) 


N.B.—Riley and Parks saw the steamer take the schooner in tow, off Mossulo, about 8 A.M. of May 4, 1859, 
—( Vide their letter of May 27, 1859.) 





Inclosure 7 in No. 214. 
Sur H. Huntley to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Dear Sir, Loanda, June 24, 1859. 

BY the course which the “ Triton” steered on leaving her anchorage, the intention evidently was to make 
Dandé Point, the general guide to Loanda for ships coming from the northward. 

Mr. Burton, the Commander, probably was not aware of the constant north-easterly current in this locality, 
as he has been but little on the South Coast. This current carried him obliquely in shore, and must have been 
running little less than one mile per hour, or he would never have been so close to the shore as to have seen the 
* Regla” on the starboard bow, or to the westward of the “ Triton,” for the “ Regla” herself was near the land. 
Allowing for the current, at daylight the “ Triton” is passing Ambriz, and then the “ Regla" is seen, chased, and 
captured at 7:10 A.M. on the 4th May, as Mr. Burton says, in latitude 8° 5’ south, longitude 12° 58’ east. After- 
wards his time is passed in going to Piseciio to land the crew of the “ Reg/a ;" returning, he proceeds with the 
prize towards Loanda, and both arrive there on the 5th May. 

It is unquestionably clear that the “Triton” passed Ambrizette about 9 p.m. on the 3rd May, and continued 
going to the southward; therefore it is utterly impossible that Vianna, at Ambrizette, could have seen her, as he 
sayshe did. The fact is, in my opinion, that Vianna’s falsehood has been got up just to make the lesser falsehood 
appear more probable. Ferro, no doubt, saw the “ Triton” off Ambriz, at daylight on the 4th May, chase, capture, 
and tow the “ Regla.” He only tells the smaller falsehood when he says he saw “a steamer tow a schooner, from 
the north, past Ambriz,” and most likely was paid less for it. Both Riley and Parks could easily see the capture 
from their position on the 4th. 


The extraordinary efforts made to disprove the fact of the “ Regia” being found fitted for slaves in the 
Portugnese waters have a most suspicious aspect. 


Yours truly, 
(Signed) . V. HUNTLEY. 


eee 
Inclosure 8 in No, 214. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, Loanda, June 15, 1859. 

I DO myself the honour of transmitting to you copies and translations of a correspondence which has passed 
between the Governor-General of this province and myself respecting the capture of a slave-vessel, by Her 
Majesty's steamer “ Triton,” off Mossulo on the 4th ultimo. 

From this correspondence you will perceive that his Excellency, lending implicit credence to the statements 
which have been made to him by two parties residing at Ambriz, considers that the information communicated to 
me in person by Lieutenant Burton, commanding the “ Triton,” regarding the position in which this capture was 
effected, is incorrect, and, assuming this to be the case, he maintains that the inferences drawn by me from the 
capture under consideration are not well founded. ' . 

You, Sir, will be best able to judge how far it may be advisable to institute any inquiry into this matter, with 
a view of repelling the imputation thrown out against Lieutenant Burton. : 

I conceive that it is not possible that stronger grounds can exist for the fears which I entertain Y'3 attempts 


164 LOANDA. 


are contemplated for the revival of the Traffic in Slaves in this province than those afforded by the capture of this 
vessel, fully prepared to embark a cargo of slaves, within forty miles of Loanda; but the various other circum- 
stances adverted to in the inclosed correspondence, added to the information communicated to you in my despatch 
of the 7th instant, afford also, in my opinion, substantial grounds for those apprehensions. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 214. 
Reav-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Sir, ; “ Boscawen,” at Loanda, June 20, 1859. 

_. 1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, inclosing copies of your correspondence 
with his Excellency the Governor-General of Angola respecting the capture of a slave-vessel by Her Majesty's 
steam-vessel “ Triton.” ‘ 


As no report has yet reached me from Lieutenant Burton of this capture, I am unable to throw any light 
upon the point in dispute as to the place of capture. 


On the return of the “ Triton” from St. Helena, I shall call upon Lieutenant Burton for a full and circum- 
stantial report, with a certified extract from the log of the “ Triton,” which will at once set the matter at rest. 
Until I receive that report I must abstain from any remarks on the correspondence which has passed between 
you and the Governor-General beyond the expression of my hope that, should Lieutenant Burton's answer, as I 
expect, prove that the depositions are false, his Excellency will take measures for proceeding against the persons 
who, no doubt from interested motives, have thus deceived him, and attempted to impugn the veracity of Her 
Majesty's officers. 
I have, ke. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY 
————— 


No. 215. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 1.) 


(No. 31.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 26, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a separate letter marked 
Confidential, which I have received from the Governor-General of this province, 
on the subject treated of in my preceding despatch, and a copy of the answer 
which I have returned to his Excellency. 

2. I also beg to subjoin a translation of a further letter from Senhor 
Amaral, dated the 18th instant, in which he disavows all wish to proceed any 
further with the investigation of this matter; repeating at the same time, and more 
decidedly still, that the enterprise of the schooner ‘“ Regla” was not to have been 
effected to the south of Ambriz. I am sorry to say that the information given me 
still more recently by Her Majesty’s officers of the “Triton ” does not allow me to 
share in that opinion. 

3. As Her Majesty’s Consul is about to return to England in the next Portu- 
guese mail-steamer, I take the liberty of forwarding all my despatches respecting 
the capture of the “ Regla” in charge of that gentleman, under flying seal to Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon. Sir Henry Huntley has paid much attention to this 
subject; and, being cognizant of all the circumstances attending the capture to 
which this correspondence refers, he can give your Lordship and Mr. Howard full 
information respecting it. 

4, It is only necessary, therefore, for me to add the expression of my sincere 
hope that the steps which I have taken in this matter may meet with your 
Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure | in No. 215. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


lation. 
gag wiitiad Palace of the Government, Loanda, June 3, 1859. 
UNDER this date I address another despatch to you with reference to the capture of the schooner “ Regla” 
by Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” in which I have made known to you the result of the inquiries 
which I caused to be made respecting the circumstances of that capture, which appear to have been very different 
from those which you have until uow considered to be correct, and which, under that conviction, you communi- 
cated to me. 
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In the present despatch, before replying to yours of the 14th ultimo, I will add some further observations 
respecting that capture, doing so in a confidential manner, because the points to which I am about to refer require 
to be treated with a certain reserve. 

1. You are aware that in the Port Register of the “ Boletim” No. 710, there appeared the entry of the steamer 
‘+ Triton ” with the schooner “‘ Reg/a,” as “ captured off Ambrisette.”’ . 

On subsequently receiving your official letter of the 9th May, in which you stated that the capture had been 
made in the latitude of Mossulo, I naturally thought that there had been some mistake in the Report of the 
Captain of the Port, caused by his not understanding what had been stated to him on board the “ Triton” in 
English. Later, however, on learning the particulars referred to in my other despatch, I could not refrain from 
calling on that officer for an explanation. 

By the inclosed copy of his reply you will perceive that the report of the visit of the “ Triton ” with her prize, 
was drawn up upon a written note delivered to the Adjutant of the Captain of the Port by an officer of that 
steamer, in which it is declared that the schooner was captured off Ambrisette. You will observe, also, that the 
said Adjutant says that a verbal communication to the same effect was made to him by the same officer, which, 
being spoken in the French language, he perfectly understood. 

2. I cannot omit to mention here the officious version which has been given to me of these strange contra- 
dictions ; and I do so because it alone can explain them, which you doubtless, like myself, will consider extremely 
necessary. 

It is said that the schooner was actually met by the steamer “ Triton” near Ambrisette, at a place called 
Mucula, and that she was kuown to be a slaver by her fittings: but that, having on board American colours and 
papers, this was an obstacle to her seizure; and that Lieutenant Burton had recourse to the expedient of threatening 
the captain with bringing him to Loanda and delivering him up to the American Consular Agent. That this 
threat, moreover, having been put into execution, produced the desired effect ; and that, in the latitude of Mossulo, 
the captain determined on hauling down his colours and throwing his papers overboard. That upon this the 
capture took place; and the “ Triton,” leaving the schooner at anchor, returned to Kinsembo to land the crew, as 
mentioned in my other despatch. 

Now, the simiiarity between the name of the above-mentioned place Mucula, near Ambrisette, and Mazula, 
where, according to your despatch of the 9th May, the schooner “ Jteg/a” was first seen by the ‘ Triton,” tends 
to corroborate this version. The capture was effected, as is stated, off Mossulo, in latitude 8” 5' south, but the 
detention had taken plave at Mucuia, near Ambrisette, which alone is mentioned in vour despatch. In any other 
way it is impossible for me to comprehend that part of your above-mentioned despatch. 

You will permit me to observe, that if I reproduce this version here, it is because 1 have strong reason to 
know that such expedients have been employed on other occasions by the Commanders of British cruizers. I 
neither approve nor condemn them, although I am strongly disposed to consider them as the only efficacious 
means that can be employed for frustrating attempts to prosecute the Slave Trade under the flag of a nation which 
reproves it. But that which cannot be considered as convenient is, that such occurrences should lead to an unfa- 
vourable inference of the participation of the inhabitants of this province, from Ambriz to the South, in the Slave 
Trade attempt of the schooner “ Feg/a,” and still less that it should be alleged that such attempt was made, 
according to the words of your despatch of the 9th ultimo, “ in the vicinity of Loanda.” 

The whole of that despatch breathes the idea of a disbelicf in the general opinion now entertained in this 
country regarding the disadvantages, as well as the immorality, of the Traffic in Slaves. This pains me, because I 
consider the suspicion unjust. It is already seen that, so far as it rested on the fact of the capture of the schooner 
© Regia,” it has not the smallest foundation. 

I proceed now to reply to your confidential despatch of the 14th ultimo. 

With reference to the measures which you wished to have been taken in order to obtain the depositions of the 
crew of the schooner ‘* Regla,” you of course are perfectly aware that justice only proceeds on ample information, 
—allowing full latitude both in the accusation and in the defence. ‘The contrary would be, perhaps, a very 
salutary rule in exceptional ca‘es, but it would not be in accordance with the forms prescribed by law. The power 
which exists, on the part of the captor. of disposing of a portion of the crew of a detained vessel, and retaining a 
few of them, would vitiate any proceedings hased upon the evidence of those excepted individuals, To judge, 
however, from the want of veracity on essential points, which is now fully proved to exist in the declaration of the 
carpenter, Francisco Peres, it is not to be regretted that the others were not examined. 

2. With respect to the captain of the “ Megla,” I have actually done that which I promised you, viz., ordered 
the Portuguese authorities to the north to cause him to proceed beyond their jurisdiction if he should appear 
there. It is already seen that this was an unnecessary trouble, because that individual did not land, as it was 
said, and it clearly appears that he was amongst the people landed at Kinsembo, and afterwards sent to the north, 
from whence, by this time, they have perhaps gone off in another slaver. 

3. Respecting the possibility of the clandestine existence of establishraents destined for illicit purposes at 
Mossulo, besides the legal American factories, I have informed you in my other despacth of this date that they 
were sought for and were not found. I will add that it is my firm conviction that there is not even the thought 
of embarking slaves south of Ambriz. 

You say that [ am aware of the secrecy observed by the siave-dealers in concealing their enterprises. It is a 
fact that I am so; but I also have my police, and you will permit me to confide in it, so long as facts very different 
from those connected with the schooner “ Fegd” shall not prove its inefficacy. 

4. Then follows in your confidential despatch a series of reasons which you have for considering well founded 
your suspicions of the proceedings of some parties in Loanda, either expressly named or indicated clearly enough 
to leave no doubt in recognizing them. 

All that you infer from events which occurred a long time ago, as to the possibility of their recurrence in the 
present era, has no great force ; otherwise it would be impossible even to believe in any improvement ; and this, it 
is abundantly shown, ought not to be the case, because many persons here are now assiduously applying themselves 
to laborious and licit occupations, to whom not the slightest suspicion can be attached of any participation in the 
export Slave Trade, although it is certain that they, like the rest, with very few exceptions, were formerly 
engaged in it. ; 

Less just do I consider it that this mistrustful spirit on your part should be fortified by any embarrassment in 
the affairs of one of the individuals to whom you refer. If that is true, it proves only the misfortune sustained in 
an enterprise highly honourable to the said individual, and of the greatest importance to the development of the 
prosperity of this country. It is impossible for me. therefore, to join you in your unfavourable feeling towards the 
person referred to, so long as substantial proofs shall not give me the right of doing so. 

. Almost the same may be said of the two persons expressly named by you. You know that to the north there 
are branches of licit commerce. ‘Ihese two persons are employed in it, and one of them has factories there but 
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whether they are also engaged in the Traffic in Slaves, which is without doubt there carried on, I do not know, 
uor do I think that you are in a better position to prove the affirmative. 

In this deficiency of proofs, what would you wish me to do? Possibly to obstruct the licit transactions of 
those individuals—the only transactions which are apparent. 1 certainly will not do it, because, besides being 
unjust, it would be prejudicial to the province. 

This question of the north is a tiresome question. It is becoming manifest that the cause of the continuance 
of Slave Trade speculations there, is the need of a Portuguese occupation. Neither you nor I can remedy 
this evil. T.et us hope, then, that the ideas of justice will prevail, in order that those of humanity may likewise 
triumph. 

ith regard to the very trifling suspicion which you entertain of the brig “ Experiencia” having, instead of 
proceeding to the Cape Verdes, taken a cargo of slaves from this coast, it is impossible for you not to acknowledge 
the weakness of any argument founded on such a doubtful eventuality ; and I hope that you will not fail to 
communicate to me, as you have promised, the reply which you may receive from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
in the Cape Verdes, 

Putting aside the painful sensation, which I have not attempted to disguise, and which has been awakened in 
me by the singularity of the circumstances attending the capture of the schooner “ Hegla,” tending to cast an 
unmerited stigma as to the renewal of tendencies for the Slave Trade in Loanda, I do not hesitate, in conclusion, 
to render full justice to the excellence of your intentions in the severe repression of this abominable and pernicious 
Traffic; nor Ss I consider it necessary to renew to you the assurance that I entertain the same views, and still 
carry them out by all the means which may be compatible with the licit interests of the country confided to my 
administration, and at the same time conformable to the special laws in force, or, in cases not therein provided for, 
to the rules of universal justice. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 215. 


The Captain of the Port at Loanda to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


( Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, Naval Arsenal, Loanda, June 2, 1859. 

IN reply to the despatch which was addressed to me under yesterday's date, desiring me to furnish your 
Excellency with information on the subject to which it refers, I have to state as follows :— 

First. That the declaration of the Commander of the “ Triton,” with respect to the ship’s not having any 
papers, and being abandoned by her crew, was made to me by an officer of the British navy belonging to that 
steamer, who spoke the French language, and also declared to me that the place of capture was that which I 
mentioned in my report transmitted to your Excellency. A note, moreover, was given to me which your 
Excellency will?find annexed to this despatch certified by me. 

Secondly. That some days after the publication of the Boletim in which the place of capture was stated, 
Mr. | Gabriel came to this arsenal and wished to explain to me the mistake whieh had been made 
respecting the name of the place, saying that it would be very desirable to insert in the Boletim a declaration 
that there had been a mistake. I replied to Mr. Gabriel that my report had been made in accordance with a 
note which had been given to me by the Commander of the steamer, which note I show him. That gentleman 
then observed that in the said note there appeared Ambriz and not Ambrisette. 

All that I have now stated I will not hesitate to affirm whenever it may be required of me, and I am able 
to give my word of honour that it is in reality what has taken place. 

God preserve, &c. 
In the absence of the Captain of the Port, 
(Signed) EDWARDO HYPOLITO D’OLIVIEIRA, Adjutant. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 215. 


Memorandum given to the Captain of the Port of Loanda by Lieutenant Burton. 


HER Majesty's ship “ Triton,” R. H. Burton, Lieutenant commanding, from the River Congo, bound to 
St. Helena, accompanied by a prize schooner, captured off Ambrize, 4th day of May, 1859. 

260 horse-power ; 87 men; 3 guns. 

May 5, 1859. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 215. 


Her Mayesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, June 18, 1859. 
HAVING replied to the letter which your Excellency did me the honour to address to me on the 3rd instant, 
respecting the capture of the schooner “ Regla,” I should now confine myself to merely acknowledging the 
receipt of your other communication, marked Confidential, of the same date, with its inclosure, were it not that 
your piper ee that despatch has offered — additional remarks on the subject in question which I do not 
i justified in’ passing over in silence. 
a Pes seme will have pareetved from the letter addressed to you by the Adjutant of the Captain of 
the Port, I had not failed to observe the error in the Boletim No. 710, regarding the position in which the capture 
of the “‘ Regla” was effected; and I took an early opens te its publicatiou of calling that officer’s 
attention to it. On his showing me the written note given to him by the Commander of the “ Triton,” I 
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suggested that he should cause the error in the Port Register of the 6th ultimo to be corrected in a subsequent 
number of the “ Boletim.” I cannot take upon myself to say whether he ever took any further steps in the 
matter, but I regret to have to observe that the correction has not yet been made; and in order that the Port 
Register referred to may not stand on record in the official “ Boletim” of this Government as any evidence in 
this matter, I now consider it my duty to protest against that part of it which says that the schooner brought 
into this port by Her Majesty’s steamer ‘ Triton” on the 3rd of May was captured off Ambrizette, ‘em 
frente de Ambrizeite,” as being inaccurate, and not in accordance with the information given, in writing, to the 
Captain of the Port by the Cominander of the said steamer. 

Your Excellency, referring to the despatch addressed to you by the Captain of the Port, and to the written 
note delivered to that officer by Commander Burton, says that it appears from it that the capture was made 
off Ambrizette. 

This, indeed, would have been a serious discrepancy in the reports made by Lieutenant Burton, had it so 
appeared ; but on again referring to the note itself, the original of which your Excellency has been good enough 
to send me, I find that it is therein stated that the schooner was captured off Ambriz. It is true that a slight 
oe appears in the spelling of the name Ambriz, but as it cannot affect the identity of the place, it is unworthy 
of notice. 

Ambriz and Mossulo being within a few miles of each other, and both of them situated in the Portuguese 
territory on this coast, of course it is not very material whether it is said that the schooner was captured off 
one or the other, and the latitude and longitude stated in my despatch clearly shows that the capture, in point 
of fact, took place a few miles from the land between the two places, but certainly not near Ambrizette. 

I have, in my other despatch of this date, stated to your Excellency that the information communicated by 
me regarding the spot at which the “ Regla” was detained, was derived from sources which I must regard as 
authentic and conclusive. I shall not, therefore, occupy your Excellency’s time, nor will I waste my own, by 
entering into any examination of the alleged mistakes in the names of the two places Mucula and Mazula, 
and the rumours propagated in this city as to Lieutenant Burton's having detained the “ Regd” with American 
colours and papers, which, in consequence of certain threats resorted to by him, were subsequently destroyed. 

These allegations are wholly inconsistent with the facts, as reported to me by Lieutenant Burton and Captain 
Hardinge, and 1 feel persuaded that they are the pure invention of parties at this place, amongst whom the capture 
of that schooner has caused no small consternation. 

Without entering at length into a consideration of the arguments set forth in your Excellency's despatch 
marked Confidential, respecting the weight due to the inferences drawn by me from events whici occurred a 
tong time since, I will permit myself to make one observation, namely, that as the Slave Trade speculations of the 
individual alluded to in that despatch come down to a period as recent as 1854 and 1855, it is not, in my humble 
opinion, the reformed trausactions of a few years which can dispel the suspicion naturally hovering over a life 
previously passed in employment as illicit in practice as debasing in its nature. 

Your Excellency says that you have no proof that the parties named in my despatch of the 14th ultimo 
are concerned in the Slave Trade, and inquires what, under these circumstances, I would desire you to do, 
suggesting, at the same time, that possibly I might wish you to obstruct the licit transactions of those individuals. 

I was not even aware that your Excellency has the power of obstructing licit trading operations, and am 
at a loss to imagine upon what grounds your Excellency asks me if 1 wish that you should adopt such a 
course. 

It is only due to myself, moreover, that I should add, with all due deference and respect, that I cannot 
consider your Excellency justified in attributing to me any such wish, inasmuch as throughout the whole of our 
intercourse, extending now over a period of five years, I have never lost an opportunity of impressing on you 
my conviction that the true method of promoting the noble cause which our respective Governments have so 
much at heart, is to foster and facilitate legitimate commerce, and to remove all those burthens and vexatious 
restrictions which now press so heavily on it in the Portuguese Possessions on this coast. But as your Excellency 
has done me the honour to invite me to say what I wish you to do, I venture to reply by suggesting that you 
should still exercise extreme vigilance over the individuals referred to. 

I purposely abstain from all comment on your Excellency’s views regarding the occupation of the coast north 
of Ambriz, inasmuch as I cannot see what bearing that question has on the occurrence which has given rise to 
this correspondence. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 215. 


The Governor-General of the Province uf Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


( Translation.) 
ir, Palace of Government, Loanda, June 18, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive the two despatches which you were pleased to address to me under date the 
13th instant, in reply to mine of the 3rd; one of which was marked Confidential, and both relating to the capture 
of the schooner “ fegla.” ; 5 

By these despatches, I observe that this affair has been presented to me under a very delicate aspect. 

The first communication which I received from you of that capture was dated the 9th May, and I firmly 
believed all the particulars detailed by you relating to it: it could not be otherwise. 

On sending to make inquiries at Ambriz, and at the spot where it was alleged that the embarkation of slaves 
was to take place, the information which I received was in direct contradiction to your communication. 

From the character of some of the parties furnishing that information, who could have had no interest in 
misrepresenting facts, and who stated that many other persons could give similar testimony, it was very natural 
that I should feel inclined to give credit to their statements. 

I endeavoured, therefore, in my confidential despatch to see if I could reconcile the two different versions. 
From your reply, I now perceive that this is impossible. It only remains, therefore, for me to say that I have no 
wish, nor do I consider it my duty, to investigate this affair any further. In any case, however, | continue in the 
conviction that the Slave Trade enterprise of the schooner “ Regla” was not to be effected to the south of Ambriz. 
This is the principal point in question. . i : 

In reply 10 that part of your despatch in which, referring to a passage in my confidential letter, you seem to 
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think that I attribute to you a wish to obstruct the licit transactions of the inhabitants of this province, I beg leave 
to say that such was not even my intention, nor do I think that what I wrote ought to have been so 
understood. 

In adverting to the difficulty of discovering the illicit transactions which might be undertaken by parties who 
are aceayy employed in licit trade, I said: ‘In this deficiency of proofs, what do you wish me to do? Perhaps 
to obstruct the licit transactions of those individuals, the only transactions which are apparent.” 

This is an interrogation in the peculiar structure of the language, and which implies nothing more than the 
impossibility of attaining an hypothetica! end, without injury to some real and important interest. 

None of the other points referred to in your two last letters seem to me to require a special reply. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





No. 216. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 8, October 18, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 31.] 





No. 217. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 9, October 18, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information : see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 32.] 





No. 218. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 10, October 21, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 34. | 





No. 219. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 11, November 3, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No, 35.] 





No. 220. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 10, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, confidentially, for your information, a copy of a note 
which I have received from the Portuguese Minister at this Court,* inclosing a copy 
of the instructions furnished by the Portuguese Government to the Commanders 
of their naval stations on the Eastern and Western Coasts of Africa, in regard to 
the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





* Class B, No. 
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No. 221. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 13, November 11, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 36.] 


No. 222. 
Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 19.) 


My Lord, 17, Bryanston Street, Portman Square, November 18, 1859. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter, which, although 
dated the 15th, I only received late last. night. 

I extremely regret that I so far erred in supposing the pressing circumstances 
which I had the honour to detail in my letter of the 11th of June last, were sufficient 
to have justified my return to England without waiting your Lordship’s permission 
to do so, and I shall endeavour to remove the displeasure I have incurred, by an 
immediate attention to your Lordship’s command to return to my post by the first 
opportunity, unless your Lordship will be pleased to take into consideration the 
following representation :— 

Connected with minor affairs, my return to England was caused, after much 
hesitation and suffering from a severe attack of fever, by matters most deeply 
affecting my children, with reference to their provision in the event of my death, 
which, in May last, had so nearly taken place. 

The papers necessary to be executed by me cannot be got ready by the 23rd, 
the day on which the mail-steamer will leave for Fernando Po, but must be sent 
after me, by which great inconvenience, expense, and risk would be created. 

Your Lordship will, I am sure, be aware that it is very much against my 
interest to be absent from my post, and during the very many years that I have been 
serving the Crown, I believe | may venture to say, | have not been found disposed 
to evade my duties upon idle pretences ; and I, therefore, earnestly and anxiously, in 
order to complete my family arrangements in person, entreat your Lordship to 
permit me to remain in England over the 23rd, with the full assurance of my leaving 
it by the first opportunity that may afterwards offer. 

I have, &e 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


No. 223. 
Lord Wodehouse to Sir H. Huntley. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1859. 
| AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15th instant, requesting to be allowed to delay your departure for your 
post at Loanda till after the mail of the 23rd instant; and, in reply, I am to 
acquaint you that his Lordship will not object to accede to your request, provided 
you will name a time, to be approved by his Lordship, beyond which you will not 
retard your return to your post. 
I am, &e. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





Sir H. Huntley to Lord Wodehouse —(Received November 24.) 


My Lord, Harrow, November 23, 1859. 

[ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of 
the 22nd instant, informing me that Lord John Russell will allow me to remain 
until after the 23rd (this day), provided | name a time for my departure for my 
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post, to be approved by his Lordship, beyond which I am not to retard that 
departure. 

In my letter dated the 18th instant, your Lordship will see that I named the 
“first opportunity in December,” as the period of my departure for my post at 
Loanda ; at that time I imagined a Portuguese mail steam-ship would have left 
Lisbon for Loanda on the 24th of December, in which case I should have named the 
17th of December for my departure from England. 

Having, however, inquired at the office of Mr. Lindsay, in Austin Friars, I find 
the next Portuguese mail steam-ship for Loanda will not leave Lisbon till the 24th 
of January ; I therefore beg leave to name the 23rd of December next as the day of 
my departure for my post, by the African Royal mail-steamer, which will leave 
Liverpool for Fernando Po on that day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 225. 
Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell.— (Received November 29.) 


My Lord, 17, Bryanston Street, Portman Square, November 18, 1859. 

I SINCERELY beg your Lordship will pardon me for intruding the accom- 
panying letter* otherwise than through the proper official channel, by which I have 
sent a duplicate; and I trust your Lordship will believe that I should not have done 
so, but from my anxiety to obey your orders with reference to my departure for 
Loanda, and from the immense importance to me of knowing your Lordship’s 
decision upon the application my letter contains for a short extension of leave of 
absence from my post, to enable me to complete matters of great consequence to my 
family. 

, I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No: 226. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 14, November 22, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 40.] 


No. 297. 
Lord Wodehouse to Sir H. Huntley. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 26, 1859. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 23rd instant, stating that the 23rd of December next is the earliest day on 
which there will be an opportunity for you to return to your post; and, in reply, I 
am - acquaint you that his Lordship sanctions your remaining in England till 
that day. 


IT am, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 228. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 4.) 


ig 39.) 
y Lord, Loanda, July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Her Majesty’s steamer 
“Viper,” Commander Hewett, being in latitude 1° 46’ south, and longitude 6° 29’ 
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east, on the 15th ultimo, captured a brigantine without colours or papers, and 
having a complete slave-equipment on board. 

2. I have since been informed that this vessel was called the “ Rosa,” that she 
cleared out from Cadiz under Spanish colours in March last, and touched at the 
Canaries on her voyage to this coast. When fallen in with by the “ Viper,” there 
was no person on board willing to assume the character of captain, but there were 
four pretended passengers, all of whom readily admitted that the vessel was engaged 
in the Slave Trade. 

3. She was surveyed and, in consequence of the report made by the officers 
appointed to perform this service, Commander Hewett deemed it expedient to cause 
her to be totally destroyed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 229. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 4.) 


(No. 40) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship with the capture, by 
Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope,” Lieutenant J. W. Pike commanding, of a barque 
of about 250 tons, with no name, colours, or papers, and fully prepared for the 
reception of 800 slaves. 

2. This vessel, which is supposed to have been formerly called the “ Arnanda 
and Maria,” sighted the land only a few hours before being met with by the 
« Antelope,” off Loango, on the 15th ultimo. She left Havana on the 25th March, 
and was consigned to the notorious Guilherme José da Silva Correa, a Portuguese 
subject, whose criminal pursuits in the River Congo have so frequently been 
reported to Her Majesty’s Government. 

Lieutenant Pike has informed me that he has every reason to suppose that her 
slaves were in readiness at Kilongo, and doubtless, but for her capture, she would, 
in a very short time, have succeeded in embarking them. 

3. She was sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
there, under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap 73. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 230. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 4.) 


(No. 41.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 26, 1859. 

* I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 4th of March 
last, transmitting for my information a copy of a Portaria issued by the Portuguese 
Government, containing instructions for the guidance of the Governor-General of 
this province in regard to the carrying out of the Decree of His Most Faithful 
Majesty of the 3rd November, 1856, which abolishes the compulsory labour formerly 
exacted from the negroes under the denomination Me — de carregadores,” 

ave, &c 


I , &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 23]. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 4.) 


(No. 42.) 

My Lord, Loanda, July 30, 1859. 
IN obedience to the instructions which I have had the honour of hon, 

from your Lordship in your despatch dated the 21st May last, I have soayneeat . 
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confidentially, to the Governor-General of this province the information contained 
in the Memorandum therein inclosed respecting vessels which have been reported 
to Her Majesty’s Government as being destined to be employed in the Slave Trade, 
and I have also made the same known tothe Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
on this division of the African Station. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ECMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 232. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.-—(Received December 4.) 
(No. 43.) 
My Lord, ; Loanda, July 30, 1859. 


I AM gratified in acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of 
the 21st May last, No. 11, conveying to me your approval of the letter which I 
addressed to the Governor-General of this province on the occasion of my bringing 
to his Excellency’s notice the particulars respecting the suspected employment of 
the palhabote “ Rio Zaire” in the Slave Trade. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No, 233. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 4.) 
(No, 44.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 10, 1859. 


[I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Acting Captain Hewett, 
of Her Majesty’s steamer ‘ Archer,” being off Banda Point, north of Cabenda, 
on the 26th ultimo, captured a schooner, which was said to be the ‘“ Stephen 
H. Townsend,” and to have cleared out from New Orleans in April last for 
St. Thomas and a market. 

2. The master of this vessel, which professed to be American, on being met by 
the “ Archer,”’ subsequently destroyed his colours and papers, and renouncing all 
claim to the protection of any flag, gave his vessel up as a good prize. A crew of 
Spaniards and Portuguese were then discovered concealed in the hold, and the 
captain acknowledged that he was proceeding to Mayumba to embark 500 slaves 
for Cuba. 

3. She was sent to Sierra Leone, to be adjudicated before the Vice-Admiralty 
Court in that Colony. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No, 234. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received December 4.) 
(No. 45.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 30, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that on the 16th ultimo 
Her Majesty’s steamer “Pluto,” Lieutenant Simpson commanding, captured off 
Cabenda a brig of 160 tons, without colours or papers, and having a slave-deck 
laid, a large quantity of water and provisions, with other articles of slave equip- 
ment. 

2. From the statement made by some of her crew, and other evidence, she is 
supposed to have been the Spanish ‘brig “ Esperanza,” which left Matanzas in 
March last ; and by a chart found on board showing her track, it was seen that she 
had been hovering off the coast for more than a month previous to her capture, 
waiting the completion of arrangements for shipping her human cargo. 

3. She was sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





LOANDA. 173 
No. 235. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 4.) 


(No. 46.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 3), 1859. 

IN my despatch of the lst January last, No. 3, I did myself the honour to 
transmit a translation of a letter I received from the Governor-General of this 
province, in which his Excellency assured me that he would do all that lay in 
his power to comply with the request which, in the execution of your Lordship’s 
instructions I had made to him, respecting the investigation of the circumstances 
connected with the supposed employment of the Portuguese vessel “ Rio Zaire” 
in the Slave Trade. 

2. Not having since heard of the result of the measures taken in this matter, L 
thought it my duty, on the 13th ultimo, to address myself to the Governor-General, 
requesting him to acquaint me with it, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment; and I have now the honour to inclose a translation of his Excellency’s reply, 
in which he states that he is unable to give me any further information on the 
sibject, and offers various observations thereon, for which I beg to refer your 

4ordship to his letter. 

3. From this reply it will be seen that the anticipation expressed in my 
despatch of the Ist January last as to the futility of the promised inquiry into the 
circumstances attending the illicit adventure of the ‘‘ Rio Zaire” have proved well 
founded. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 235. 
Hev Majvsty’s Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province af Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, July 13, 1859. 

IN the despatch which your Excellency did me the honour to address to me under date the 26th December 
Jast, in reply to mine of the 20th of that month, your Excellency assured me that you would use all the means at 
your command to comply with the request which, in the execution of my instructions from the Queen’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I made to vou respecting the discuvery of the individuals implicated in the 
Slave Trade adventure of the palhabote * Fio Zaire.” 

I have now to request of your Excellency the favour to inform me of the result of any measures you may 
have adopted in that matter, to be communicated to Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 235. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, July 18, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive your despatch of the 13th instant, requesting me to inform vou of the result of 
the investigations into the case of the palhabote *‘ Atio Zaire” referred to in your despatch of the 20th December 
last. 

It is impossible for me to give you any information whatever respecting this affair, The case itself was 
presented in such a manner as to render all inquiry useless. The palhabote was seen in the proximity of three 
canoes, of which two made their escape, and the third being captured was found to have blacks on board. ‘The 
said palhabote having been boarded by the boats of Her Britannic Majestv’s steamer ‘* Medusa,” it is to be 
presumed that there were not sufficient grounds for her detention, inasmuch as it did not take place. 

To discover those who may be implicated in the illicit transport of the blacks found on board the aforesaid 
caroe, or to obtain sufficient evidence against those who are suspected of being concerned in the Slave Traile 
carried on in the north, is a most difficult, if not impossible task, as you certainly will acknowledge. 

There is a Portuguese launch stationed at the River Congo, and the officer in charge of her has orders to 
keep a strict watch upon all that is going on at that place. I am confident that he does so, but his vigilance can 
not certainly reach everywhere. I cannot do more than this. 

With reference to that part of your despatch of the 2Uth December in which you observe that if a vigilant 
watch were kept upon the smail craft in the uorth, sufficient proofs of their nefarious employment would easily be 
found to justify their destruction in conformity with the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. IT entirely concur with you. 
But it is the means of exercising that vigilance which is wanting. 1 have mentioned those that are at my 
command. The action of the British cruizers cannot Icad to any important results. And the only efficacious one 
would be the employment of special authorities on shore. 

This opinion I have often expressed to you, and it appears to me to be incontestable. 

Any boat or vessel without nationality found flagrantly engaged in the Traffic in Slaves shou'd be destro, ed. 
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Nevertheless, in such cases I consider that the greatest cireumspection ought to be used. The zeal in the suppres- 
sion of this inhuman Traffic can never authorize an abuse. The injustice which would be done by destroying the 
smallest canoe employed in licit commerce would morally counteract the effects of a similar punishment inflicted 
upou many others, who might readily have merited it. 

The measures adopted for the suppression of this Traffic, to be good, should be conscientious. One evil, 
however great, should never be remedied by having recourse to another. In the present case, after maturely consi- 
dering all the means that can be employed for putting a period to the pernicious Traffic in Slaves, and finding that 
which might succeed without obstructing licit transactions, that is the one which ought to be adopted. 

God preserve, &c. 





(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 
No. 236. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 4.) 
(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 1, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
marked Circular, of the 21st June, 1859, in which you inform me that the Queen 
has been pleased to accept the Earl of Malmesbury’s resignation of the office of 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and to confide tg 
you the seals of that Department. 

2. I shall not fail, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, to address to 
you my ig iy and letters on public business, and to comply with whatever 





commands | may have the honour of receiving from you for my guidance and 
direction. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No, 237. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 4.) 

(No. 49.) 
My Lord, P Loanda, September 1, 1859. 


I HAVE great satisfaction in reporting that the barque “ Laura,” which was 
dispatched from New Orleans by the firm of Pratts, Pujol & Co., in June last, on 
a slave-trading expedition under Mexican colours, was detained on the 9th 
oy oats off Banda Point, by Acting Captain Hewett, of Her Majesty’s steamer 
“ Archer.” 

2. This is the first case, within my experience, of a vessel having been seized 
on this coast under Mexican colours, and from the conduct of the captain and 
crew it would appear that the delinquents against the laws of Mexico concerned in 
this vessel were under the impression that the flag of that country would cover 
their crim. in the same manner as that of the United States is well known to do. 
Captain Hewett, however, soon undeceived them, and having proceeded to examine 
the ‘ Laura,” 200 leaguers filled with fresh water, a slave-deck, partially laid, and 
spare plank for its completion, and slave-boilers, proving the illegal objects of the 
voyage in which she was engaged, he took possession of her for having violated 
the Treaty with Mexico, of the 24th February, 1841. 

3. Captain Hewett was induced to remove into Her Majesty’s steamer 
‘“‘ Archer” the greater part of the crew of this vessel, which consisted principally of 
Spaniards and Portuguese. The latter he has since delivered up to the authorities 
at this place; but I entertain no hopes of their being subjected to any punish- 
ment. 

4. The “ Laura” was sent to Vera Cruz for adjudication, and I presume that 
your Lordship will receive through Her Majesty’s Consul at that place full reports 


of her trial. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 238. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.-— (Received December 4.) 
(No. 50.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 2, 1859. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive the Earl of Malmesbury’s despatch of the 
10th June last, No. 12, acquainting me that his Lordship had appointed Mr. J. W. 
Brown to be Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, and inclosing for 
information a copy of a letter which, by his Lordship’s directions, had been 
addressed to Mr. Brown on his appointment. 

2. I shall guide myself by the instructions contained in the above-mentioned 
letter respecting the payment of Mr. Brown’s salary; and [| trust that with this 
gentleman’s assistance I may be enabled to complete the archives of the Commis- 
sion, which, in consequence of no Clerk having been appointed from England for 
the last three years, except Sir Henry Huntley, has, I regret to say, fallen 
considerably in arrear. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 239. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 4.) 


(No. 51.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 2, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch from the Earl 
of Malmesbury, dated the 16th June last, accompanied by an extract of a letter 
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, reporting the movements of 
vessels which are suspected of being intended for employment in the Slave 
Trade. 

2. | have made known the naines of these vessels to the Portuguese authorities 
in order that they may be watched in the event of their touching at any of the 
Portuguese possessions on this Coast, and I have also communicated the informa- 
tion contained in the above-mentioned despatch to the” Commanders of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers stationed in this quarter. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 240. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 4.) 
(No. 52.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 10, 1859. 


I BEG leave to report to your Lordship that Lieutenant Burton, of Her 
Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” whilst proceeding to this place from the River Congo, 
on the 17th ultimo, fell in with, and captured a schooner off Bahia Fonda, a few 
miles to the north of Ambriz, completely fitted for the embarkation of a cargo of 
slaves. 

2. As soon as they found that Her Majesty’s steamer had approached to within 
range of her guns, the master and crew of the schooner took to their boat and 
succeeded in effecting their escape on shore. 

3. When visited by an officer from the “ Triton,”’ there was no one on board, 
no papers or colours, nor anything to show under what flag she had been 
navigating, and consequently Lieutenant Burton dispatched her to St. Helena for 
adjudication before the Vice-Admiralty Court there. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 





— 
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Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.— (Received December 4.) 


(No. 53.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 20, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that on the 18th ultimo Her 
Majesty’s steamer “ Archer,” Acting Captain Hewett, after a persevering chase of 
some hours, captured a schooner without colours or papers, and fully equipped for 
the reception of a cargo of slaves, which it is supposed she was about to embark 
at Mayumba. 

2. On taking possession of this vessel, Captain Hewett found that several of 
her beams had been cut, and various other means adopted injurious to the hull and 
rigging, in order to increase her speed during the chase. 

3. He, therefore, caused her to be surveyed, and the officers employed on this 
service having pronounced the schooner to be in an unfit condition to make the 
voyage to St. Helena for adjudication, she was totally destroyed by fire. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 242. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.— (Received December 4.) 
(No. 54.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 20, 1859. 

IT is my disagreeable duty to acquaint your Lordship that the Traffic in 
Slaves, under the flag of the United States, is now prosecuted on this part of the 
coast to an amazing extent, and with greater impunity than ever; no less than 
seven vessels wearing that flag, and employed in the Slave Trade, having been met 
by Her Majesty’s cruizers on this division of the station within the last two months. 
They were the brigantine “Brownsville,” brig ‘‘ William M. Grotton,” brig “ Lillie 
Mills,” barque ‘‘ Ottawa,” barque “ Star of the East,” ship “ Memphis,” barque 
“ Florence.” . 

2. Although the intention with which these vessels arrived on this coast was 
well known to Her Majesty’s officers, they, being all furnished with regular American 
papers, were allowed to proceed unmolested in the prosecution of their voyages, and 
have since shipped slaves. 

3. The American ship “ Rebecca” has lately arrived in the River Congo, sent 
out by the firm of Pratts, Pujol, and Co., of New Orleans, to receive a cargo of 
slaves on freight; but there being none ready to ship in that river at present, she 
waits with impunity at anchor at Ponta da Lenha until a cargo can be purchased 
for her. 

4. On the 12th ultimo, the United States’ corvette ‘‘ Vincennes” arrived in this 
port; and as I had learned that preparations were being made to embark slaves in 
three of the above-mentioned vessels at a spot adjacent to Ambriz, | found it m 
duty to lose no time in communicating this intelligence to Captain Totten, of that 
vessel, which had then been laying ten days in this port. I accordingly addressed to 
that officer a letter, a copy of which I have the honour to submit to your Lordship’s 
consideration ; but I regret extremely to have to add that, judging from his reply, 
a copy of which I likewise beg to subjoin, Captain Totten does not appear to have 
taken that satisfactory view of this act of co-operation on my part, which, from my 
previous intercourse with the officers of the American navy, and my experience of 
the enlightened spirit by which they are actuated, I had been strongly inclined to 
hope he would have done. 

5. Her Majesty's steamer “Triton” was in the harbour at the time; and it 
was with much pleasure that I heard from her Commander that an arrangement 
had been made for sending the boats of the “Vincennes” on board that steamer in 
charge of two American officers, to examine any of the suspicious vessels she might 
fall in with. This plan, however, could hardly have been attended with any success- 
ful result, as the corvette sailed hence the following day to communicate with the 
“Triton,” and receive on board her boats. She then proceeded to show herself 
along the coast, and departed for the Cape Verd Islands and Madeira. 

6. The system of cruizing at present adopted by the United States’ squadron 
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on this station is wholly inadequate, my Lord, to check the perpetration of the 
crimes now carried on under the protection of the flag of that country. Since the 
Ist January of this year, three heavily-armed American corvettes have made their 
appearance at different times in this quarter; and running along the coast from 
this port to the Congo or Cabinda, immediately returned again to the Cape Verd 
Islands. After these cruizes, or, more properly speaking, voyages, an interval of 
three or four months usually elapses, during which no American cruizer is seen on 
the coast; and the slave-traffickers then redoubling their efforts, numerous vessels 
escape. 

7. It has been reported to me, on authority which I believe to be trustworthy, 
that in the eight months which have eeaunpired. of this year, although Her Majesty’s 
cruizers have been more than ordinarily successful, no fewer than seventeen vessels 
have succeeded in effecting their escape from the coast lying between Cape Lopes 
and Ambriz, carrying off 12,750 slaves, and that thirteen of those vessels arrived 
on the coast wearing American colours, five of which were pretended whalers. 

8. It is evident that the slave-traders are daily more and more presuming upon 
the perfect security afforded them in carrying on their iniquitous operations by the 
adoption of the United States’ flag. Slave-vessels protected by that flag are 
continually making successful voyages, and returning to the same place for fresh 
cargoes; and experience has now shown that, unless some energetic and effective 
measures can be adopted to correct this evil, all the sacrifices made by Great 
Britain for the suppression of this Traffic must be rendered nugatory. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 242. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commander Totten, U.S.N. 


Sir, Loanda, August 21, 1859. 

| ITAVE the honour to acquaint you with its having come to my knowledge that the following vessels, 
wearing the American flag, have lately arrived on this part of the coast for the purpose of embarking slaves for 
the Island of Cuba: the brigantine * Lillie Mi/ls,” barque “ Ottawa,” ship “ Memphis,” barque “ Star of' the 
East,” barque “Ilha de Cuba.” 

The first-mentioued vessel was fallen in with by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” in the River Congo, a few 
days since, and the “ O-tawa,” “ Memphis,” and “ Star of the East” ave reported to me to be awaiting an oppor- 
tunity to ship slaves in Bahia Fonda, where they have twice been frustrated in their iniquitous intentions by the 
vigilance of Her Majesty's cruizers. 

You are doubtless aware, Sir, of the difficulties which Her Majesty's officers have to contend with in 
restraining the very great extent to which the Traffic in Slaves is now carried on upon all parts of the coast lying 
between this city and Cape Lopes, in consequence of the deplorable and flagrant manner in which the flag of 
America is abused in the prosecution of that illegal Trade. 

From all the reports which reach me, it would appear that the slave-traders are more and more convinced 
that they are protected by that flag; but I venture to assure myself that a knowledge of the above circumstances 
will induce you to take effectual measures to prevent it from being used with impunity in a ‘Traffic which not only 
becomes every day more abhorrent to the spirit of the age, but is solemnly prohibited by the Treaties between 
Her Majesty and the United States of America. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 242. 


Commander Totten, U.S.N., to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, “ Vincennes,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant. 

The information therein contained in relation to vessels on this coast supposed to be slavers had already been 
communicated to me by Commodore Wise, of Her Majesty's ship “ Vesuvius.” 

As I am about to leave this port, and have not the requisite time to reply to your letter as fully as I 
would wish, I must content myself by simply reminding you that the Government of the United States claims to 
be quite competent to correct any deplorable and flagrant abuses of their flag on this or any other coast; and also 
that the Commanders of the United States’ vessels on this coast need no other advice or inducements than are 
contained in the instructions received from their own Government for the pine = their duties. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN. 


Crass A. 2 A 
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No. 245, 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 4.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 20, 1859. 


PRIOR to my appointment as Her Majesty’s Commissioner at this place, L 
had the honour to act in that capacity for two years and three months, namely, 
from the 26th November, 1857, to the 3lst March, 1859, during which the whole 
duties of the Commission, and very many of a Consular nature, devolved upon me. 

2. 1 trust I may be permitted to refer to the Records of the Department over 
which your Lordship presides as showing the extent and importance of those duties, 
and, if in discharging them I have been prevented from giving perfect satisfaction, 
I must only hope that some indulgence may be extended to me in consideration of 
the fact that I have had no assistance whatever, added to the severe illness which I 
experienced a few months ago by an attack of the endemic fever of the country, in 
my recovery from which I was favoured by a kind Providence. I am _ proud to be 
able to add, however, that your Lordship’s predecessors were pleased, on several 
occasions, to notice my conduct with approbation, and | hope that my future 
proceedings may also be deserving of your Lordship’s favourable regard. 

3. Ido not conceive it requisite to enter into a detailed explanation of the 
many very heavy additional expenses which I have had to bear in my position as 
the only British Representative in this province during the above-mentioned period, 
nor shall I, an utter stranger to your Lordship, trench further on your valuable 
time by again alluding to the circumstances referred to in my despatch of the 
25th June last marked Separate; but | respectfully beg to submit my case, in the 
full and confident hope that it will be generously taken into consideration by your 
Lordship, and that you will be pleased, in any manner you may think proper, to 
reward my long, and, [ hope | may add, faithful, services under the Crown in this 
pestilential climate, and more particularly those to which I have assiduously devoted 
all my energies during the last three years. 

1 have, &e. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
FS 
No. 246. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 4.) 
(No. 55.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 25, 1859. 


WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th April last, No. 16, addressed to 
the Earl of Malmesbury, and transmitting copies of a correspondence between the 
Governor-General of this province and myself respecting the barque “J. J. Cobb,” 
which had arrived on this part of the coast from the Island of St. Thomas, and 
succeeded in carrying off a cargo of slaves, I have now the honour to lay before 
your Lordship a copy of a despatch which [ have received from his Excellency, 
communicating to me the substance of the reply which has reached him from the 
Governor of St. Thomas respecting the barque in question, and inclosing to me a 
list of suspicious vessels which had arrived at that port between the 27th February 
and 3rd June, : 

2. Your Lordship will perceive that in this letter some stress is laid on the 
circumstance of the “J. J. Cobb” having arrived at and sailed from St. Thomas 
with all her papers in regular order. Presuming that this observation is meant to 
imply that everything on board as cargo was duly entered on her manifest, and 
knowing that an opinion generally prevails amongst the Portuguese authorities on 
this coast that, provided any of the articles of equipment which are enumerated in 
the list annexed to the Decree of the 10th December, 1856, be only entered on a 
ship's manifest, they cannot be made a ground of accusation against her, | consi- 
dered it my duty, in the reply which I addressed to the Governor-General (a copy 
of which I beg to subjoin), to express it as my opinion that the mere fact of some 
of those articles, such as slave-boilers, an extraordinary quantity of water, &c., 
being manifested did not justify the clearance, from a port in the Portuguese domi- _ 
nions, of any vessel having them on board. 

3. | have no means of ascertaining whether the “J. J. Cobb” was searched, on 
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her sailing from St. Thomas, with that scrupulous care which the Decree of the 
10th December, 1836, supposes; but the circumstance of her having proceeded 
direct to the coast, and immediately embarked a cargo of slaves, gives good reason 
to suppose that she had on board, when she cleared out from that island, all the 
equipment requisite for their reception. 

4. Many vessels destined for slave-trading expeditions on this coast now adopt 
the practice of clearing out from Havana, or a port in the United States, for. 
“St. Thomas and a market.” This is done, as I have been informed, merely to 
facilitate the entering into a bond and obtaining a clearance at the port from 
whence they take their departure. I take the liberty, therefore, of suggesting to 
your Lordship the expediency of urging the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty to send instructions to the Governor of St. Thomas to exercise the utmost 
vigilance in regard to vessels arriving there under suspicious circumstances. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure | in No, 246. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


( Translation.) 
Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, July 24, 1859. 

IN consequence of the letter which you addressed to me on the 4th April last, with reference to the 
American barque “ Cobb,” suspected of being employed in the Slave Trace, and suggesting that communications 
should be exchanged between this Government and that of St. ‘Thomas respecting any vessel which might appear 
in the ports thereof under similar suspicions, I immediately wrote to the Governor of that province requesting 
some information with respect to the said barque, and submitting to him your above-mentioned suggestion, 

The Governor of St. Thomas coincides in this, and will transmit to me by every opportunity the information 
which he may obtain of any ships suspected of being intended for employment in the Slave Trade. Annexed to 
this despatch he sent me a memorandum of the foreign vessels, including the barque ‘* Cobb,” which entered the 
port of St. Thomas between the 27th February and 3rd June, under suspicious circumstances, a copy of which I 
herewith inclose. 

With special reference to the vessel in question, he informs me that it is true she presented appearances of 
being destined for illegal employment, but that she arrived there with all her papers in regular order. That 
besides the supercargo, to whom vou refer, there arrived in her two other Spanish passengers with passports for 
St. Thomas, and that they having requested other passports for the ports on the coast they were furnished with 
them, there being no grounds for refusing them. 

The Governor observes that if the said passengers were not found on board when this vessel was visited by 
the “ Viper,” they had doubtless landed on the coast, and he, finally, states that the barque left St. Thomas with 
all the necessary papers from the Custom-house, and the usual clearances from the authorities of the island. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 246, 


Extract from Memorandum from Custom-house at St. Thomas. 
(Translation.) 

LIST of the articles landed through this office from the following vessels :— 

On the 27th February of the current year, the American barque “ J. J. Cobb,” Salmnly master, made entry 
from Havana, with rum and other articles, and landed through this Custom-house 6 casks of rum, 1U bags of rice, 
&c. She sailed on the 3rd March for the southern ports with 4 passengers. 

On the 11th March, the French steam barque “ Stella,” Regnier master, made entry from Goree, with 
sundry articles, and landed through this Custom-house a small quantity of wine and tobacco. She had one 
passenger on board, and sailed on the 14th of the same month for the River Gaboon. 

On the 5th of April, the barque “ May Queen,” Captain Goldsmith, made entry from Acera, and landed 
through this Custom-house 966 lbs. tobacco, 8 casks ram, 3 half-barrels of rice, 2 boxes of flour, 44 boxes cigars, 
&e. She had on board 10 passengers, and sailed on the 14th for the coast of Mina. 

On the 9th May, the American barque ‘ Ottawa,” Captain Gordon, made entry from Mobile, and landed 
through this Custom-house 12,906 feet lumber, and a small quantity of provisions, &c. She had on board 3 
passengers, and sailed on the 14th for the southern coast. 

On the Ist June, the American brigantine ‘‘ Ocean,” Captain Jates, made entry from Camma, and landed 
through this Custom-house a small quantity of cabin stores. She commenced discharging this day. 

Custom-house at St. Thomas, June 3, 1859. 

(Signed) LUIS MARIA DO CONTO ABUQUERQUE DA CUNHA, Collector. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 246. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, September 14, 1859. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of the 24th July last, communicating to me the 
substance of the reply of the Governor of St. Thomas to my representation respecting the harque ‘J. J. Cubb" 
which cleared out from that island on the 3rd March last, and was some days afterwards fallen in with by one of 
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Her Majesty's cruizers, under circumstances which give strong reason to suppose that she was engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

Your Excellency incloses to me also a list of suspicious vessels which had entered that port between the 
27th February and 3rd June. The Governor of St. Thomas states that the barque in question arrived at that 
port with all her papers in regat order, and that besides the supercargo she had on board 2 other Spanish 
passengers to whom he granted passports for “the ports on the coast,” adding, finally, that she left St. Thomas 
with all the requisite Custom-house papers, and the other usual clearances from the authorities of that island. 

Since I had the honour to address your Excellency respecting this vessel, it has come to my knowledge that 
she proceeded direct from St. Thomas to the coast, and shipped a cargo of slaves, and that she had on board on 
clearing out from that island the whole of the equipment requisite for the reception of her human cargo. _ 

Whether the “J. J. Cobb” on the day of her sailing from St. Thoinas was subjected to the strict search 
required by section 1 of Article X of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, 6f course the Governor of that 

rovince is alone able to say ; but with reference to his remark, that all her papers were in regular order, both on 

er arrival and departure, I would take the liberty of observing that although some of the articles enumerated in 
the list annexed to the above-mentioned Decree, provisions and casks to contain liquids for example, can 
undoubtedly be legalised by certain formalities in the papers of a ship, there are no less than seven other articles 
of equipment specified in that list, some of which are absolutely indispensable for carrying a cargo of slaves, such 
as boilers, an unusual quantity of water, planks fitted for a second deck, with which no papers whatever can, in my 
humble opinion, authorize a vessel of any nation to clear out from a port in the Portuguese dominions. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 247. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 4.) 
(No. 56.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 28, 1859. 


REFERRING to previous correspondence relative to the capture of the 
schooner “ Regla” by Her Majesty’s steamer ‘ Triton,” off Mossulo, on the 4th of 
May last, I have now the honour to transmit a copy of a despatch, with its 
inclosures, which I have received from Lieutenant Burton, commanding that vessel ; 
and of a further correspondence which has, in consequence, passed between the 
Governor-General and myself on this subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 247. 
Lieutenant Burton to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Sir, “ Triton,” Shark's Point, July 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a triplicate copy of my proceedings relative to my capture of a schooner, 
name unknown, supposed to be the “ ftegla,” off Mesul, on the 4th of May last, as well as a certified copy of 
the log of this ship for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th days of May, 1859. 

. I have, &e. 
(Signed) Rk. H. BURTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 247. 
Lieutenant Burton to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Triton,” Shark's Point, July 10, 1859. 

IN answer to your Memorandum of the 20th June, 1859, calling for a full report of my proceedings, from 
the time of parting company with Her Majesty’s ship “Conflict,” until my capturing a schooner without colours 
or papers, and name unknown, supposed to be the “ Regla,” I have the honour to inform you that on parting 
company with the ‘ Conflict,” off the Congo, on the 2nd of May, 1859, 1 communicated with Her Majesty's 
ship ‘ brat,” off Snake’s Head, the same day, and supplied her with provisions, weighed on (the 3rd, and I 
inclose certified copies of the log of this ship for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of May, 1859. 

On the morning of the 4th May, at 7 a.m., I boarded a schooner fully equipped for shipping slaves, with her 
slave-deck laid, about fifteen miles off to the southward and westward of Mesul. I asked for her captain, papers, 
and colours, and was given to understand that she had neither; the crew also denying to claim any nation, and 
who, on being boarded, had their clothes all ready packed for going away. I proceeded in shore, and anchored the 
prize off Mesul, while the “ Triton” proceeded to Kinsembo to land the slave-crew, and on the following morning 
took the prize in tow and arrived at St. Paul de Loanda the same day. I distinctly deny that she had the 
American ensign flying, and also assert that there was not at the time of capture, or afterwards, anything whatever 
in the shape of a flag found on board. 

I declare this statement, as well as the copy of the log, to be true, and the Governor-General of Angola 
must have been imposed on by the persons making any declaration differing from = seen’ 

ave, &c, 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 247. 
Extract from the Log-book of Her Majesty's ship “ Triton.” 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Triton,” the 3rd day of May, 1859. 
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Daylight. Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto” at 
anchor, in company. 

Employed provisioning Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Pluto,” and receiving shakes from ditto. 

Employed cleaning ship. 

10:30. Mustered at quarters. 

1045. Weighed under steam, leaving at 
anchor Her Majesty's ship “ Pluto.” 

Employed restowing holds. 

Noon. “Pluto” in sight, astern. 
patent log. 


Set 


True Bearing and Distance: 
Mangua Pequeno E. by S. 19 miles. 








1:30. Set fore-and-aft sails. 

Carpenters making gratings; sailmakers 
employed as requisite. 

4. Steaming. 

5°10. Mustered at quarters. 

Shifted jib-boom, for exercise. 

In, and stowed fore-and-aft sails. 

8. Steaming. 


Midnight. Steaming. 
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9 
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Remarks. 





4. Steaming. 

5. Set gaff-foresail. 

Daylight observed a sail on starboard bow ; 
altered course to close ditto. 

7:10. Stopped. Commander boarded and 
captured a schooner, name unknown, 
having no papers or colours, and fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade. 

7°50. Sent prize crew to ditto; received 
slaver’s crew, 14 in number. 

8. Steaming. 

8:30. Took prize in tow. 

11. Cast off prize, and proceeded to the 
northward to land slaver's crew. 

Noon, Steaming. 





True Bearing and Distance : 
Ambriz N. 12 W. 5 miles. 


150. Stopped off Kinsembo; landed slaver's 
crew. | 

2:50. Up boats, and proceeded to the south- 
ward. 

4. Steaming. 

Set. fore-and-aft sails. 


| 


In fore-and- 





5°10. Mustered at quarters. 
aft sails. 


| 8 Came-to with S. B., 8} fathoms, veered 


to 20 ditto; prize in company. 
Midnight. 
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Her Majesty's ship “ Triton,” the 5th day of May, 1859. 













Courses. 


Winds. F. ween Remarks. 


S. S. E. 1 b. ec. 5°45. Weighed, and took prize in tow, and 
proceeded to the southward, under steam, 
being unable to get to the southward under 
sail, in consequence of the prevailing 

29,20 easterly current. 

8. Steaming. 
9°30. Passed a Portuguese schooner. 






At anchor 











.| Southward| 2 b. c. Mustered by divisions ; sailmakers employed 
as requisite ; carpenters repairing whaler. 
Noon. Steaming. 
1 
.. | 39,02 
Long. 
Dr. Variation. True Bearing and Distance. 
Chro. 
1| 7) «8 S. W. 8. S. W. 
2| 7 3:30. Cast off prize. 
3].. | ee | As requisite, for 
anchorage 3°45. Anchored with 8. B. in 4 fathoms; 
4 oo fee oe ve ws as 29,90 veered to 30 ditto. Prize anchored in 
5 ve oe ei asi], 5 WW i b.c. company. 
6 At anchor off St. 
7 Paul de Loanda 4:30. Out paddle-box boats. 
S | ae | ee Calm 0 boc 
9 | 5°10. Mustered at quarters. 
10 
11 Midnight. 
1S: ss: || se es ‘i sh .. | 29,22 





We hereby certify that the above extracts from the log-book of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Triton,” for the 
3rd, 4th, and 5th days of May, 1859, are true and correct. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON, Lieutenant Commander. 
EDWARD SMITH, Second Master. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 247. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


: Loanda, September 14, 1859. 

TUE details given in the several documents which accompanied your Excellency’s despatch to me of the 3rd 
of June last, relative to the capture of a slave-schooner by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” of Mossulo, on the 
4th of May last, having been communicated without delay to the officer commanding that vessel, have drawn 
from him the refutations contained in the letters of which I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency the 
inclosed copies. 

On perusing these papers your Excellency will perceive that the statements made by José Gonsalves Vianna, 
and Constantino Antonio Vares Ferro, in regard to the slaver in question having been captured off Ambrizette with 
American colours flying, and having twice passed Ambriz in tow of Her Majesty's steamer (to which latter state- 
ment it wasalleged that nearly all the inhabitants of Ambriz could bear testimony), are directly at variance with 
facts, and your Excellency will, I am sure, admit that the unfounded representations made to you by the above- 
mentioned parties not only merit severe animadversion, but show how little reliance can be placed in the reports 
which reach you from such quarters on matters of this nature. —" 

ave, ke. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 247. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation. ) 
ir, Palace of Government, Loanda, September 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 14th instant, in which you sent 
me copies of a letter from the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Triton,” and of the log of that 
vesgel for the 3rd, 4th, and May list. 

You state in your despatch that the object of this communication was to convince me that the details 
respecting the capture of the schooner “ Regia,” which were given to me by various persons at Ambriz, and 
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which I transmitted to you in my letter of the 8rd June, were not in accordance with facts; the said persons 
meriting, therefore, severe censure, and being unworthy of confidence in any future information which they might 
give me in matters of this nature. 

I truly regret that this question has been renewed, which, after what I declared to you in my last communica- 
tion respecting it, of the 18th June, I had hoped would not have been the case. aor 

You may well suppose that I have no wish to examine the log of Her Majesty's steamer “ Triton :” I am 
very sensible, however, of the mark of deference shown in forwarding that document to me. I therefore studied 
it ; but, with that frankness upon which I pride myself, I cannot omit to say that it has not been possible for me to 
form an exact idea of the positions in which the several occurrences took place for the want of the necessary indications 
of the bearings of the schooner when she was first seen and chased on the morning of the 4th, and of the course which 
the two ships followed until they arrived at the spot where the schooner was anchored. Moreover, as you 
perfectly well know, the currents prevailing along this coast render the navigation, by dead reckoning, extremely 
uncertain. 

Unless the track of the “ Triton” can be considered to have been different from that shown by her log in 
consequence of the current, she ought to have been in the latitude of Dandé Point when she effected the capture 
of the schooner, admitting that the chase was given in the direction of S. 3 W., as marked in the log 
at 2 o’clock. This may be concluded also from the calculation of the miles run from the position in which the 
steamer was at noon on the 8rd. Such, without doubt, did not occur. That in the said log, which merits entire 
credence with respect to the navigation, is the true position of the ship at noon on the 3rd and 4th of May, both 
by observation and by the bearings and distance of the land. On the 4th, at that hour, the steamer was a little 
to the south of Ambriz, proceeding towards Quicembo, with the crew of the prize, which had been left at anchor 
at Mossulo. Upon this point there never has been any discordance. 

If I have entered into these details, it is merely to show that I duly appreciate the document referred to. 

With regard to the important question as to whether the “ Triton,” with the schooner in tow, passed from 
the north to the south of Ambriz—which question, if decided in the negative, would lead with reason to the 
grave censure which you consider ought to be applied to the parties who gave testimony to the contrary—all that 
I can do is to suspend my judgment, as I cannot venture to pronounce any upon such contradictory reports, which, 
on the one side, merit entire consideration, but, on the other, I do not see sufficient grounds to reject as false, 

Here I must observe that I do not refer only to the declarations of which I have already sent you copies, 
but also to those which I now transmit. I will add that during my recent stay at Ambriz I made inquiries of 
several persons respecting this matter, all of whom concurred in the same statement. It was not my intention to 
have touched again upon the subject. I do so only because circumstances oblige me. 

Retaining the opinion expressed in my despatch to you of the 18th June last, I think that it cannot be 
expedient to enter in any further discussion upon the matter. From your recognised good faith I feel assured 
that you are now convinced that the Slave Trade speculation of the schooner “ Regla” was not to have been 
effected at Mossulo, or at any other point south of Ambriz. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 247. » 
Declaraiion of Mr. Curtis. 


I, THE undersigned Agent for the American house of Messrs. Brookhouse and Hunt, of Salem, declare 
that about onthe 5th or 6th, more or less, of May last, that whilst outside of my house I saw passing a steamer 
having a schooner in tow steering south, and when off Capullo the said schooner was anchored, but the steamer 
returned to the north passing very close on shore, boarded a launch that was standing for Ambriz, requesting the 
patron of the said launch to take some prisoners on shore; but the said patron refusing to do so, then the said 
steamer kept on for Kinsembo, and there landed the prisoners. This was about 4 o’clock in the afternoon ; after- 
wards the said steamer stood again to the south, boarded the schooner again, and took the said schooner in tow 
again, and stood to the south until out of sight; and the next day | heard that the said steamer was called the 
“Triton,” and that the said prisoners there landed were sent northward on a launch belonging to some of the 
Kinsembo residents. 

Ambriz, June 20, 1859. 

(Signed) EMANUEL CURTIS. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 247. 
Declaration of Mr. Cott. 


ON my passage from Rio Zaire, on the 6th day of June last, fell in with and spoke a launch coming from 
south; on asking where she was bound, the patron replied “ north,” with the crew of a schooner that was taken 
by an English steamer of war. I asked the crew of the schooner in what place they were taken: replied, off 
Ambrizette.” I wish to state that I fell in with the above-mentioned launch between Mangue Grande “ and 
Ambrizette. 


is, 20, 1859. 
Ambriz, June 5 (Signed) JNO. S. COTT. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 247. 


Declaration of Mr. Jones. 
(Translation.) ' . 
I, THE undersigned Agent for the house of Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoff, do hereby declare that on the 5th 
or 6th of May last, being in the factory of the said firm, I saw a brig-rigged steamer with a schooner in tow 
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passing from north to sonth. That the said steamer anchored the schooner south of Capullo, and returned to 
Kinsembo. ‘That about 6 o'clock she again passed to the south, and taking the schooner in tow proceeded on. 
That the following day [ heard that the said steamer was called the “ Triton,” and had landed at Kinsembo the 
crew of the schooner, who were assisted by the agents of the foreign houses in Kinsembo, and sent to the north. 


Ambriz, June 20, 1859. 
(Signed) EMANUEL JONES. 





Inclosure 9 in No, 247. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, September 27, 1859. 

I HAVE had the hononr to receive your Excellency's despatch of the 22nd instant, acknowledging mine of 
the 14th respecting the capture of the “ Aeg/a,” and offering various remarks on the extract of the log of Her 
Majesty’s steamer “ Triton "for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of May. Your Excellency will excuse me from the task 
of examining with technical preciseness the movements of the ‘‘ Triton” as shown by her log. I fully admit the 
justice of your observation respecting the uncertain effects which the currents prevailing along this coast may 
have upon a ship's reckoning, but at the same time I would beg leave to add that those effects are much less felt 
by a steamer than by a sailing vessel, It may have been that the capture of the “ Regla” took place a few miles 
cither to the north or to the south of Mossulo, but this is a minor circumstance; and upon other points to which 
the remarks contained in my above-mentioned despatch more particularly referred, the log of the “ Triton”’ is 
conclusive. Those points are:—first, that the “ Regla” did not display American colours ; and secondly, that 
neither that vessel nor Her Majesty's steamer approached to within a distance of thirty miles of Ambrizette 
from the time they first sighted ach other, ‘These facts certainly show how grossly your Excellency has been 
deceived by the deposition of José Gonsalves Vianna, in which that individual affirms, upon oath, that being in 
Ambrizette, he actually descried the American flag flying on board the schooner, and saw the capture effected 
about five miles to the southward of that place. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 248. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received December 4.) 


(No. 57. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 29, 1859. 

I REGRET to have to inform your Lordship that the Brazilian subject Fran- 
cisco Antonio Flores, of whose connection with the Slave Trade in this province 
so many proofs have been given, arrived here in the last packet from Lisbon. 

2. No information has reached me as to whether the order for this individual’s 
expulsion has been rescinded or not, but I may be permitted to express it as my 
humble opinion that if the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty had sought 
to adopt a measure calculated to revive the hopes of the slave-traffickers, and to 
give an impetus to their operations in this quarter, it could not have adopted a 
surer one than that of allowing Francisco Antonio Flores to return to Angola. 

3. It is probable that various reasons have been assigned by Senhor Flores as 
his motive for wishing to return to this Colony, such as the introduction of an 
hydraulic machine for extracting oil from the ground-nut, his being concerned in 
the working of copper-mines at Bembé, and in the line of packets recently established 
between this place and Lisbon. Plausible, however, as these reasons appear, I am 
convinced that they are only pretexts to conceal his real motives. The hydraulic 
machine was long since abandoned ; he can hardly be said to have any interest in 
the working of the Bembé mines, inasmuch as the shares which he possesses or did 
possess in that enterprise, to my knowledge are mortgaged to Messrs. Pinto, Perez, 
and Co., of London, as security for a debt of 23,000/., owing by him to that firm ; 
and so deeply is he involved with other parties that it is very questionable 
whether he has any real interest in the affairs of the Steam Packet Company 
referred to, 

4, It is certain that, with the experience of the past, Senhor Flores will be 
more than ever cautious in his proceedings in future, and it is not to be supposed, 
my Lord, that Her Majesty’s Commissioners here will ever be able to detect him in 
any illicit transactions, or to present again proofs so conclusive as those on which 
the Portuguese Government in 1854, acting with so much fidelity in fulfilling its 
engagements for the complete abolition of the Slave Trade, ordered him to be 
expelled. He is well known to be thoroughly skilled in the art of corrupting all 
the authorities around him, and prior to his expulsion from this province, was 
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notorious, not only as a slave-trader, but as the chief instigator of that Traffic on 
this part of the coast. ; 

5. I consider it my duty to mention that there arrived in the packet with 
Flores, Senhor sonatas Guedes de Carvalho Menezes, who has been nominated 
Third Judge of the Tribunal of Relagio, and who will probably, in virtue of the 
Portuguese Law of the 30th December, 1852, be appointed to act as His Most 
Faithful Majesty’s Arbitrator at this place. 

This gentleman, my future colleague, I presume, in the Mixed Commission, on 
his arrival here became, and still remains, a guest of Flores; although the sixth 
clause of the Instructions sent to the Governor-General of this province on the 14th 
June, 1855, a copy of which was transmitted to the Earl of Clarendon in Mr. Ward’s 
despatch of 28th July of that year, directs that particular attention be observed in 
preventing any magistrates from having any private relations with slave-dealers, 
and that for this purpose the Governor-General should make use of his own 
authority, or have recourse to the Portuguese a Seeing if necessary. 

I have, &c. 


Cc 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 249. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 15, December 5, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 41.] 





No. 250. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 16, December 5, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 42.] 





No. 251. 
Sir H. Huntley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 6.) 


My Lord, 40, Charing Cross, December 6, 1859. 

BEING about to leave England to return to my post at Loanda by the mail 
steam-ship which will sail from Liverpool for Fernando Po on the 23rd of this 
month, I ~ to request your Lordship will be pleased to direct me to be received 
on board that vessel for a passage under the contract regulations for officers in 
Her Majesty’s service. 

I have also to request that your Lordship will be further pleased to request the 
Lords of the Admiralty will give directions that I may be forwarded from Fernando 
Po by the first vessel of war going from that island to Loanda, there being no other 
means of conveyance. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 252. 
Mr. Murray to Sir H. Huntley. 


. Foreign Office, December 16, 1859. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to inform you that, in compliance with 
the request contained in your letter of the 6th instant, the Lords Commissioners of 
the Adeairalty have issued orders for a passage at the contract rate being provided 
for you to Fernando Po by the mail-steamer which will leave Liverpool on the 24th 
instant. 

I am at the same time to acquaint you that Lord John Russell has requested 
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the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to give directions that a passage from 
Fernando Po to Loanda may be provided for you, by the first opportunity that may 


offer, in one of Her Majesty's ships. 
Before leaving England you must pay to the Company the amount of their 


claim for your passage. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 





No. 253. 
Sir 4. Huntley to Mr. Murray. 


Sir, Liverpool, December 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have received your letter of the 16th, 
informing me that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have issued orders 
for a passage for me to Fernando Po, at the contract price, by the Royal mail- 
steamer which will sail this day; and also that their Lordships have been further 
pleased to direct that I may be forwarded on to Loanda from Fernando Po by the 
first opportunity that may offer. 

I beg leave now to inform you that, having paid the amount of the Company’s 
claim for my passage, | have embarked on board the Royal mail-steamer 
* Armenian,” now about to leave Liverpool. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 254. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 17, December 15, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 43.] 


No. 255. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 18, December 20, 1859. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 44.] 





No. 256. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 28, December 28, 1859. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 45.] 





No. 257. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 1, January 2, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 46.] 





No. 258. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 2, January 23, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty's Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 50.] 
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Lord J. Russell to Mr. Gabriel. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1860. 

1 HAVE received your despatch marked Separate of the 20th of September 
last; and I have, in reply, to acquaint you that although, under ordinary circum- 
stances, your promotion from the post of Arbitrator to that of Commissioner in the 
Mixed Commission Court at Loanda might have been considered as an equivalent 
for your past services in the Commission, yet in consideration of the extra duties 
thrown upon you during Sir George Jackson’s absence, and the satisfactory manner 
in which those duties were performed, I have much pleasure in acquainting you 
that the sum of 350/. has been awarded to you as a gratuity for your services for 
the period during which you performed the duties of Her Majesty’s Acting Com- 
missioner in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda. : 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 260. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 60.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 15, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Mr. J. W. Brown, who 
has been appointed Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place, arrived 
here on the 11th instant in Her Majesty’s steamer “ Vesuvius,” after having been 
nearly three months on his passage from England, of which six weeks were occupied 
in reeating this place from Fernando Po, a passage which is usually made in five or 
six days. 

2. Mr. Brown was detained several days on board of one of Her Majesty’s 
steamers cruizing within a distance of 150 miles of this place, but the arrange- 
ments made by the commanding officer of the squadron, whereby the mail is only 
forwarded from Fernando Po to this part of the coast every alternate month would 
not, it appears, admit of his being brought on that short distance; and I take this 
opportunity of again assuring your Lordship that in sending out either passengers 
or despatches for this place via Fernando Po, it is necessary, in order to avoid delay 
and possibly inconvenience to the public service, that they should he accompanied 
by stringent instructions from the Admiralty in regard to their being conveyed on 
to Loanda. 





1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No, 262. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 61.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Dr. José Julio Rodrigues, 
the Portuguese Commissioner in the Mixed Commission at this place, sailed hence 
on the 6th instant in the mail-steamer for Lisbon, in pursuance of leave of absence 
granted him for the purpose of recruiting his health, which had become much 
impaired by his residence in this country. 

2. Dr. Joaquim Guedes de Carvalho Menezes, who has recently arrived here 
from Lisbon, appointed Third Judge of the Relacio, is the authority who, being 
next in succession to Dr. José Julio Rodrigues in that Tribunal, should, in 
accordance with the enactments of the Portuguese Decree of the 30th December, 
1852, be appointed to the office of Commissioner ; and on the 3rd instant I received 
a duwnsteh from the Governor-General, inquiring whether I would recognize 
Dr. Menezes in that capacity. 

3. His Excellency assured me, at the same time, that if 1 should not. be able to 
do so, he would have no hesitation in undertaking to act in the place of Dr. ene 
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in conformity with the 3rd Section of Article X of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842. 

4. In reply I stated to the Governor-General that not having received from Her 
Moje Government any official intimation of the appointment of Dr. Menezes, 
and finding, moreover, that that gentleman holds no commission from the Crown of 
Portugal authorizing him to act as a member of the Mixed Court, the necessity for 
which has been tacitly acknowledged by the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty, I could not, therefore, take upon myself to recognize Dr. Menezes in 
the character of Portuguese Commissioner. Consequently on the 22nd instant, 
the Court having met for that purpose, his Excellency the Governor-General was 
sworn in to the execution of the duties of the office of Commissioner on the part of 
His Most Faithful Majesty, according to the regulations of the Treaty hetween the 
two countries. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 263. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell. —(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 62.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


| HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th July 
last, marked Separate, acquainting me that, in consequence of my representation, 
the correspondence for Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place will in future be 
forwarded vid Lisbon in the Portuguese packets. 

2. Your Lordship instructs me, at the same time, to send under flying seal to 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon such of my despatches as I may deem it advisable 
that he should be made acquainted with. 

3. I thank your Lordship for having so readily acceded to my suggestion in |. 
this matter, and beg to assure you that I shall not fail to attend to your instructions 
regarding any despatches I may forward via Lisbon. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 264. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 63.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship that one of the slave- 
vessels referred to in my despatch of the 20th ultimo, as having arrived on this 
coast under the protection of the flag of America, the brigantine “Lillie Mills,” has 
been arrested in her iniquitous adventure. 

2. On the 20th instant, Captain Courtenay of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Archer,” 
being off Ambrizette, sighted this vessel at anchor with several launches near her, 
and a large number of negroes on the beach. A boat was seen to leave her full of 
men, having previously erased the name from her stern; and on the approach of the 
“Archer,” the launches by which she was surrounded all weighed and ran to the 
northward. When boarded, the brigantine was found totally abandoned, and in 
every way prepared to receive her slaves, which she was no doubt in the act of 
embarking, with the assistance of the above-mentioned launches, when the “Archer ” 
hove in sight. 

3. From some letters found on board, Captain Courtenay discovered her to be 
the “ Lillie Mills,” which cleared out from the Havana on the 20th April, under 
American colours, and commanded by a man named Weeks, who was master of a 
vessel called the “Braman,” captured on this station in 1857. She had been reported 
to meas having left the coast a short time since with a cargo of slaves, but it appears 
that after laying several days in the Congo, trying to evade the vigilance of Her 
Majesty's cruizers, she had left that river protected by the American flag, and with 
the well-known intention of shipping slaves in the vicinity, but could not obtain a 
cargo before, and the delay enabled Captain Courtenay to prevent the flag of 
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America from being made in this instance, as it unfortunately has in too many 
others, the instrument of crime 

4, This vessel was sent to St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court there. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 265. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell_—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 64.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 5th of July last, No. 1, 
inclosing an extract of a letter from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
at the Havana, denouncing the names of vessels suspected of being destined for 
employment in the Slave Trade, I beg leave to inform your Lordship that I have 
made the same known to the Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers with whom I 
have been able to communicate, and also to the Governor-Gereral of this province. 

2. I requested Senhor Amaral, at the same time, to impart this information, 
confidentially, to the senior officer of the Portuguese squadron, with which request 
his Excellency has assured me that he will comply. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) KDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 266. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 65.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the pleasure of reporting to your Lordship that the United States’ 
sloop of war ‘“ Portsmouth,” Captain Colhoun, recently arrived in this port after a 
cruize to the north, during which she succeeded in capturing the barque “ Emily,” 
William Lindsey, master, equipped in every respect as a slaver. 

2. The “ Portsmouth” fell in with this vessel off Loango on the 20th ultimo, 
and found her with all the fittings mentioned in the Memorandum inclosed to me 
with your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th August last, No. 2. There could, conse- 
quently, be no doubt as to the criminal object of her voyage, and Captain Colhoun, 
who, | am happy to be able to state to your Lordship, has expressed to me his 
determination to use his best efforts to fulfil the orders of his Government for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade carried on under the American flag, sent her to 
New York to be indicted in the proper Tribunal at that place. 

3. It appears that the “ Emily” proceeded direct from New York to Ambriz, 
and | respectfully beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to the fact of this 
vessel’s having been permitted to sail unmolested from a por within the limits of 
this province with all her slave-fittings on bo rd. 1 shall feel it my duty to notify 
this circumstance to the Governor-General, and to request that his Excellency will 
inquire whether the Custom-house at Ambriz acted in conformity with the provi-- 

‘sions of Article X of the Portuguese Law of the 10th December, 1836, by sending 
an officer on board the “ Emily,” previous to her departure from that port, to 
ascertain, by a strict search, whether she had not on board any of the articles of 
slave equipment prohibited by that Law, because it is scarcely possible to suppose 
that, had that officer done his duty, he could have failed to discover that this vessel 
was employed in the Slave Trade. 

My communication to the Governor-General on this subject will have to be 
reported in a subsequent despatch. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 267. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 66. : 
My Lo Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge having received your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 16th August last, No. 3, inclosing to me the copies of two despatches from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon relative to the departure from that capital of the 
notorious slave-dealer Flores. 

In my despatch of the 29th ultimo I stated fully to your Lordship the real 
object with which I feel persuaded Flores has returned to this place, and I have 
now only to observe that my experience of the desperate and hardened character of 
that individual will not allow me to participate in Mr. Howard’s opinion that he will 
abstain from recommencing his Slave Trade pursuits. 

It will be my duty to keep a watchful consideration of Flores’ proceedings ; but 
it is right for me to add that, as I have no doubt but he will resort to every artifice 
to conceal the true nature of the business in which he is engaged, 1 cannot hold out 
to your Lordship any hopes of my obtaining information against him of such a 
conclusive character as that upon which the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty ordered his expulsion in 1854. 


T have, &c. 
EI 





(Signed) IMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 268, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
“lg 67.) 
y Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1859. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


el 
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No. 269. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 68.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 7, 1859. 


IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 
16th of August last, No. 2, | have this day communicated confidentially to the 
Governor-General the information contained in the Memorandum therein inclosed, 
respecting the movements of vessels supected of being destined for employment in 
the Slave Trade, and in reply, his Excellency has assured me that he will forthwith 
make this information known to the officer commanding the Portuguese naval forces 
on this coast. 

I have likewise communicated to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on 
this division of the station the names and description of the several vessels referred 
to in the above-mentioned Memorandum. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 270. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 69.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 11, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Captain Courtenay, of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” being in latitude 6° 44’ south, and longitude 12° 10’ 
east, on the 24th September last, sighted a brigantine, which, after a persevering 
chase of some hours, was buarded and found to be the ‘“ Elvisa,’’ one of the vessels 
perereed to in Mr. Acting Consul-General Crawford’s despatch of the 6th of July 
ast. 

2. She is said to have left New Orleans under American colours, and to have 
arrived on the coast only a few days previous to her capture by the ‘“ Archer.” 
When boarded no colours or papers were shown, and it was stated that the captain 
had landed with money to purchase a cargo of slaves, for the reception of whom she 
was completely fitted. 

3: Captain Courtenay dispatched this vessel to St. Helena, to be tried before the 
Vice-Admiralty Court there. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 271. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 70.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 11, 1859. 


I AM honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 8th September 
last, No. 5, conveying to me your approval of my having engaged Mr. William 
Peixoto as Clerk, and adding that, should that gentleman on Mr. Brown’s arrival 
have already entered upon a month’s work, I may retain his services until the 
expiration of that term. 

In respectfully returning to your Lordship my grateful thanks for the very 
prompt and obliging attention which you have been pleased to give to my represen- 
tation on this matter, I beg to state that Mr. Peixoto, from whom I have received 

reat assistance, having, prior to Mr. Brown’s assuming the duties of Clerk to the 

ommissioners, commenced his fourth month’s work, I have, in accordance with the 
—_ so generously granted me by your Lordship, retained his services until 
this day. 

3. Mr. Peixoto’s salary for the period between the 11th July and this date will 
be charged in the account current of this Commission with the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for the current quarter. 

1 have &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
Ce ee OE ae EN Mi IIT 


192 LOANDA. - 


No. 272. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 71.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 11, 1859. 


” I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 19th August 
last, No. 4, transmitting to me an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General in Cuba, containing information reapers ne the movements 
of vessels suspected of being destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and in 
fulfilment of your instructions [ have brought this information, confidentially, to the 
knowledge of the Governor-General of the province, and the Commanders of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers on this part of the station. 

2. The Governor-General has informed me that he will immediately transmit 
the above-mentioned information to the officer in command of His Most Faithful 
Majesty’s naval forces on this coast. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 278. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 73.) 
My Lord. Loanda, November 18, 1859. 


|] HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship copies of a correspondence 
which has been exchanged between the Governor-General and myself, having 
reference to the recent proceedings of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this part of the 
station, for the suppression of the Slave'l'rade; and more particularly to a transac- 
tion of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Viper,”” Commander Hewett, in bringing into this 
port a boat called the “Barboleta,” which was met in the River Congo, wearing 
the Portuguese flag. 

2. 1 likewise beg to transmit a letter which I received from Commander Hewett 
on the 29th ultimo, and its inclosures, relating to the detention of the boat in 
question, and her delivery to the Portuguese authorities here. 

3. Your Lordship will perceive that Commander Hewett did not detain the 
“ Barboleta” on the ground that she was equipped for the Slave Trade, but solely 
on the instructions under which Her Majesty’s naval officers on this part of the 
coast are acting, to the effect that the passports granted by the Government of this 
province to small craft engaged in the coasting-trade require to be renewed 
annually, which had not been done in her case, the passport with which she was 
furnished being dated the 17th April, 1858. 

4. When this matter was brought under my cognizance, I immediately turned 
my attention to the Regulations now in force regarding the issue of passports and 
other documents requisite for the navigation of vessels employed in the coasting- 
trade of this Colony; and on doing so, [ found that the system of renewing these 
passports annually, as prescribed in the Ordinance of the 24th June, 1848, a copy of 
which was transmitted in Mr. Consul Brand’s despatch to Viscount Palmerston 
dated the 26th September, 1850, had been abolished by order of the Government of 
His Most Faithful Majesty so far back as 1854. It appears to me probable, there- 
fore, that the instructions in this matter, under which the Commanders of the 
cruizers on this division of the station are now acting, were issued in conformity 
with the old régime; and that the Commander-in-chief, not having been made 
acquainted with the above-mentioned alteration in the local Regulations on this 
subject, had not cancelled or revoked the orders of his predecessors as he otherwise 
would have done. 

5. Having duly considered this matter, I deemed it advisable, with a view, if 

ossible, of avoiding any just cause of complaint, not only to lay the facts forthwith 
fore the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces, but at the same time 
to suggest to the senior officer in command of this division of the squadron, the 
expediency of his suspending the execution of so much of the Admiral’s instructions 
as relates to the necessity of the passports in question being renewed annually. 

6. I take leave to inclose copies of my letters to the Honourable Sir Frederic © 

Grey and Captain Courtenay, together with translations of the Portaria of the 
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Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated the 29th May, 1854, repealing the 
Regulations which had up to that period been in force regarding the duration of 

assports granted by the Colonial Government to coasting-vessels ; and as I have 
bers obliged to act entirely upon my own responsibility in this matter, I venture to 
hope that your Lordship will not see reason to disapprove of the course which I 
have adopted. ; 

7. It is very remarkable, my Lord, that although the Rear- Admiral command- 
ing-in-chief and Commodore Wise, when here in June last, both pointed out to the 
Governor-General the great facilities which are now afforded to the operations of 
the slave-traders, by the numerous launches and small craft employed on the coast 
adjacent to the Congo river, and furnished with papers from the Government of 
this province, and particularly drew Senhor Amaral’s attention to the necessity 
of warning the owners of those craft in regard to the annual renewal of their 
passports, his Excellency did not take exception to the views then expressed by 
those officers; on the contrary, he replied that he would readily accede to their 
wishes in regard to the warning to be given to Portuguese subjects trading to the 
North. It would appear, therefore, that the Governor-General must either have 
misunderstood the observations made by Sir Frederic Grey and Commodore Wise, 
or have strangely overlooked the orders of his own Government cn this subject. 

8. With reference to the statements made by Senhor Amaral of alleged vexa- 
tious and improper mode of proceeding of British cruizers towards launches and 
small craft carrying on a lawful trade, | do not consider it advisable to enter into 
any discussion with his Excellency on this subject, as Her Majesty’s naval officers 
are amenable only to their Commander-in-chief; but I beg to assure your Lordship 
that I am not aware of any instance in which they have so grossly abused their 
authority as the Governor-General would make it appear, nor of any case having 
occurred which could justify the charges brought against them by his Excellency, 
and in support of which he has failed to adduce any proof. 

9. L beg leave, in conclusion, to solicit your endahicts particular attention to 
the gross perjury committed by the owner of the “ Barboleta,” as set forth in the 
inclosed papers. The sworn protest of that individual, aif authenticated copy of 
which has been sent to me by Senhor Amaral, isa tissue of falsehoods and misstate- 
ments. Jt did not appear to me proper, therefore, that Pamplona should be allowed 
to escape the consequence of this crime in the same mannervas he had hitherto been 
exempted from the penalties of the law, despite his long and notorious connection 
with the Slave Trade in the Congo; and [| therefore proposed to the Governor- 
General that he should immediately order the Public Prosecutor to institute 
proceedings against that individual for the above-mentioned crime. Her Majesty’s 
steamer “Viper” is still on this part of the station, and the depositions of her 
officers and crew can easily be obtained, as well, I hope, as the evidence of other 

arties in the Congo; and I beg to assure your Lordship that, should I find his 
xcellency disposed to promote the execution of the law, I shall use my utmost 
efforts to insure Pamplona’s being visited with its fullest severity. 

It is right | should here mention that this Joaquim Martins Pamplona is one 
of the individuals whose names appear as the shippers of slaves on board the 
American vessel ‘“‘ Mary E. Smith” in 1856, according to a document found in 
the possession of a passenger on board that vessel, a translation of which was 
transmitted by Mr. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon, in his despatch dated 
the 8th March of that year. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 273. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Mayjesty’s Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, November 4, 1859. 

THE coasting-trade td the North, both in Portuguese and native vessels, is now the object of unheard-of 
violences on the part of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers. 

ese violences would be incredible were not some of them proved to evidence; and consequently the 

numerous complaints which have arrived here in this respect are worthy of all credit. > 

I had, only a short time since, to address myself to you respecting the appropriation of a Cabenda launch by 
the Commander of the steamer “ Pluto,” because the owner would not accede to his demaud for 15,000 billets of 
wood as a ransom. 

That launch had been detained by a boat belonging to the steamer “ Vesuvius,” and scuttled with all her crew 
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on board, who, with great risk to their lives, succeeded in swimming on shore. The launch being found floatin 
about in this state by the first-mentioned steamer, her restitution was made the ground of the unqualified deman 
above stated. Thus one Commander took the launch and endeavoured to destroy her; the other prevented this 
destruction and offered to annul entirely the act of the first by exchanging her for a supply for his ship. Without 
any commentaries on these facts, I will only observe that the proceeding of the Commander of the “ Pluto” shows 
most manifestly the injustice committed by the Commander of the “ Vesuvius ” in taking the launch. 

To-day I have to occupy your attention with another case yet more extraordinary. It is that of the boat 
“ Barboleta,” brought to thie port by Her Majesty's steamer “ Viper,” on no other ground than that fof an 
imaginary defect in her passport, and of the loose allegations that all these small vessels assist the Traffic in Slaves 
on the coast to the north. lollenins No. 1 is, you will find, an authentic copy of the despatch on this subject 
addressed to me by the Commander of the above-mentioned steamer, and No.2 a copy of the reply which I 
returned to him. The particulars of this case are as follows :— 

The boat ‘ Barboleta” belongs to Joaquim Martins Pamplona, merchant of Loanda, who has factories in 
the Congo and to the north of that river. She was employed in running between these factories, transporting 
goods for trade and provisions for the sustenance of the pvo .. She was furnished by this General Government 
with all the papers requisite for her legal navigation. Leaving the River Congo on the 12th ultimo, bound to the 
said factories to the north, and having on board the licit cargo above referred to, she was detained by the 
Commander of the “ Viper,” who, putting the crew on shore, took her in tow and brought her to Loanda, to place 
her at my disposal. 

I have already stated that one of the grounds upon which the Commander of the “ Viper” acted, was his 
imagining that the passports of coasting-vessels ought to be renewed annually, and observing that that of the boat 
“ Barboleta” was dated more than twelve months previously. Before proceeding further, 1 must observe that 
the British cruizers have no right to supervise the execution of the regulations of Portuguese navigation. Such a 
pretension is an innovation on the national dignity and independence. Admitting that the passport of that craft 
was irregular, this circumstance could not be within the jurisdiction of the Commander of a foreign ship of war, 
but only of the authorities and of the Commanders of the ships of His Most Faithful Majesty. The mission of 
the British cruizers is limited to the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves. The manner of carrying this out 
is prescribed in the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. Any act practised beyond the provisions of that Treaty against 
the liberty of Portuguese navigation is illegal and arbitrary, and the British Government becomes responsible for 
the indemnification of all losses and for inflicting upon the capturing officer a punishment proportioned to the 
transgression which he has committed. This is clearly expressed in Articles 1V and VIII of the said Treaty. 

It is certain, however, that the passports of the coasting-vessels of this province are permanent, siitce the 
determination of the 22nd April, 1856, published in the official “ Boletim” of the Government No. 552 of the 
26th of that month and year. This circumstance is an aggravation of the proceeding on the part of the 
Commander of the “ Viper,” inasmuch as he not only mixed himself up in that which was not within his compe- 
tence, but he did so in inexcusable ignorance of the acts which regulate the subject in which he interfered; I say 
inexcusable, because it is his duty, as a cruizer on this coast, to be cognizant of the dispositions which regulate 
the Portuguese navigation, in @rder that, in the discharge of any duties which may legitimately devolve upon him 
in regard to that navigation, he may not, as a cruizer, offend against the same. 

Another motive which appears to have influenced the Commander of the “ Viper” in detaining the boat 
“ Barboleta,” is the conviction, which he says he entertains, that the coasting-vessels generally assist in Slave 
Trade operations to the North. 

I do not know how far this opinion may be correct. That which I do know is, that it cannot justify any 
violences against those vessels, without sufficient proof of the crime imputed to them. And, moreover, it being 
certain that the embarkation of slaves cannot be effected without the intervention of ships, with a little stretch of 
this argument you might arrive at the conclusion that it would be desirable to destroy all the latter, as the readiest 
and most energetic means of impeding the ‘Traffic. 

Now if the intervention of coasting vessels in the ‘Traffic in Slaves is so frequent as it is said, it appears clear 
that their capture, under flagrant circumstances connected with this Traffic, ought to be very easy. The fact is, 
however, that the Mixed Commission in Loanda has been dormant for some years, without having had a single 
Slave Trade case to adjudicate. 

I cannot omit to call your most serious attention to this very important matter. It is indispensable that the 
British cruizers should be convinced, once for all, that the arbitrary acts committed by them under the pretence 
cf repressing the Traffic in Slaves, are offensive (* revoltantes”) ! | com related the particulars of the two cases 
of the Cabenda launch and the boat “ Barboleta.” ‘hey are not all. The crew of this boat, consisting of 
Cabendas, were put on shore amongst the Mussorongos, in the Congo. Every one knows that these negroes 
consider the blacks of any other country who may fall into their hands as slaves. It is known, also, that the 
owner of the boat will have to ransom those unhappy Cabendas at a great expense, otherwise no more Cabendas 
will ever enter his service. For this and other losses, as well as for the unhappy position in which the said crew 
were placed, who is to blame if it be not the Commander of the ‘* Viper,” who acted with so much indiscreet zeal 
or with so much inexcusable levity ? 

There is another circumstance I have yet to mention, and not without great repugnance. The boat had a 
cargo of goods and provisions when she was detained, as stated by her owner. The Commander of the 
se kl declares, in the document, Inclosure No. 3, that she had no cargo, and not even provisions for her crew 
on board. 

Inclosure No. 4 is, you will find, an authentic copy of the protest made against the Commander of the “ Viper” 
by the owner of the boat “ Barboleta.” ; 

I said in the beginning of this despatch that numerous complaints have been made similar to those which I 
have now particularized ; hence the commercial body of Loanda is complaining, because it considers that there is 
no security in embarking in the most licit speculations to the north, where the British cruizers persecute the 
coasting vessels, as if cruising against them (‘ andar a corso d’ellas’’) was their real mission. . ey 

With respect to the native boats, I cannot omit also to say something, whether from the right, which it 
behoves me to sustain, of considering them as Portuguese boats, if belonging to individuals residing south of 5° 12 
latitude, or from the right of advocating their just interests, which is the duty of every functionary of a civilized 
nation, independent of every other consideration. 

These native boats have suffered an atrocious persecution : now they are taken for the want of papers ; then, 
having such papers, under the pretext that their owners, negroes of Cabenda, or other points north of Ambriz, 
cannot be considered as Portuguese. It is rarely that there is any real ground for suspecting them of participation 
in the Slave Trade. 

For the destruction of these vessels, is it sufficient that they should carry articles of food, some boards, &e. ; 
the former because it is supposed that they might be intended for the supply of slave-ships; the boards because 
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they might be used in making arrangements for the reception of slaves? These facts enunciate themselves ; they 
require no analysis. : . , 

But supposing it to be true that the coastiug vessels to the north frequently interfere in the Traffic in Slaves, 
are the causes which incite and promote this intervention unknown? and if they are not unknown, why are not 
those causes directly combated as the most efficacious means of removing their effects ? 

It is known that the embarkation of slaves to the north is made almost exclusively in ships of the United 
States of America. In the Congo there exists a French factory for the engagement of free negroes. It is needless 
to point out that if those vessels did not e in the Traffic, the coasting craft could not assist in that Traffic. 
The means employed for the engagement of those free negroes being the same as those employed to cbtain slaves, 
it is likewise manifest that this French enterprise must tend to preserve the former dispositions for the reproved 
Traffic in Slaves. 

It is beyond doubt that neither the French nor American Governments wish to promote these dispositions, but 
it is not less certain that, in point of fact, they would no longer be promoted if, on the one part, a strict ee 
was kept in the ports of the United States upon the ships suspected of being destined for the Traffic in Slaves, 
and if, on the other, the French Government would abandon the above-mentioned enterprise. 

Undoubtedly the British Government would demand this from the Portuguese Government if either of those 
cases occurred with it, as it has demanded the assent of that Government to other measures concerning the aboli- 
tion of this Traffic, and as it has done with the Government of Brazils and other nations. Why, therefore, is not 
the same done with France and the United States? 

It is impossible to suppose that the difference of force should explain the difference of proceeding ; for in that 
case the sanctity of right would be more than problematical. 

Be this as it may, it is certain that the navigation of this province and its commerce are suffering the greatest 
and most unjust losses by the unqualified abuses committed by the British cruizers. I have related some of them. 
Of many others I hope to obtain full particulars. 

For all, I protest in the most solemn manner against the said cruizers, whose proceedings, evidently in 
excess of the stipulations of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, I am about to bring to the knowledge of His Most 
Faithful Majesty’s Government, which will certainly obtain from the Government of Her Britannic Majesty due 
reparation, and effectual measures to prevent the repetition of such abuses. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 273. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, November 7, 1859. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of the 4th instant, referring to the recent 
proceedings of Her Majesty’s naval officers emploved in the suppression of the Slave Trade on the coast north of 
this city. 

With regard to the case of the Cabinda launch destroyed by Her Majesty’s steamer ‘* Pluto,” I have only to 
observe that, as I see no reason for departing from the proper and established custom of submitting such matters 
to the head of that branch pf Her Majesty’s service concerned therein, I must therefore beg to refer your Excel- 
lency to my despatch of the 26th ultimo, and to add that, in fulfilment of the assurance therein given, this matter 
has been brought by me under the notice of the officer commanding Her Majesty’s naval forces on this coast. 

Respecting the case of the boat ** Barboleta,” bronght into this port by lier Majesty’s steamer ‘ Viper’ and 
delivered over to your Excellency, I shall proceed to offer a few remarks. 

It appears to me that there has been some error or misunderstanding in regard to the necessity for the 
passports furuished by the Government of this province to coasting vessels being renewed annually. This 
question having been recently agitated, and the instructions under which Her Majesty’s officers are acting in 
regard thereto having been brought to my knowledge, I have referred to the orders and regulations now in force 
on this subject, and I find by a Portaria of His Most Faithful Majesty dated 29th May, 1854, which was 
published in the official Boletim No. 477 of the 18th November, 1854, that the passports granted by this 
Government to Colonial coasting vessels, which, prior to the date of that Portaria, were limited in duration, have 
since been considered to all intents permanent as Royal passports. The instructions to Her Majesty’s officers, 
however, point out that the passports in question require to be renewed annually. These instructions were, no 
doubt, issued in ignorance of the above-mentioned alteration in the law regulating the coasting trade in this 
province, and I shall therefore hasten to communicate this circumstance to the Rear-Admiral Commanding-in- 
chief on this coast, and to lay before him a copy of the Portaria referred to. 

I shall also lose no time in suggesting to the officer now in command of this division of the African 
squadron the expediency of his suspending the execution of so much of his instructions regarding Portuguese 
coasting vessels as relates to the necessity of their passports being renewed annually, until this matter has been 
arranged between the two Governments. 

Commander Hewett resolved upon bringing the ‘“‘ Barboleta”’ into this port, and delivering her over to your 
Excellency, on the ground that her passport, being dated more than a year previously, was invalid. Whether, 
under all the circumstauces of the case, there was sufficient reason for such a proceeding, it is not for me to say ; 
but I believe that he did so from aconviction that he was acting in strict accordance with his instructions, and I 
cannot refrain from adding the expression of my regret that this act of a British officer should have been the 
cause of so much dissatisfaction on the part of your Excellency. 

It cannot be seriously supposed that any infringement on the dignity and independence of the Portu- 
guese Crown was intended, or that the proceedings of Commander Hewett had any other object in view than 
that of facilitating the efficient performance of a duty to which the Governments of Great Britain and Portugal 
are mutually and solemnly pledged. 

The open and notorious assistance which is given to the Slave Trade by these small coasting craft to 
the north, not only in embarking slaves, but in conveying them from one depét to another along the coast, renders 
it necessary for Her Majesty's officers to be very assiduous in watching and examming them; and I must add 
that, from the reports which reach me, it would appear that their owners, independent of the renewal of their 
passports, are extreme!y neglectful in regard to the ogher papers with which some of them are furnished by the 
Portuguese authorities at this place. : 
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Upon the well-known criminal pursuits of the individual who owns the “ Barboleta,” I presume it is 
unnecessary for me to offer any observation. His name has already been brought by me under your Excellency’s 
notice as one of the shippers of slaves in the American vessel “ Mary E. Smith,” captured on the coast of 
Brazil in 1857; his character, therefore, is, beyond all dispute, if not legally, at least morally, proved, and it is 
generally reported at this place that his establishments to the north are maintained for Slave Trade purposes. 

It is stated, on oath, by Senhor Pamplona in his protest, a copy of which your Excellency has sent me :— 

Ist. That his boat was proceeding from the River Congo to his factories to the north when detained by the 
“ Viper.” 

2ndly. That she had on board a cargo of goods and provisions. 

urdly. That her crew were landed among the Mussorongos. 

Now, I beg to state, in the first place, that the “ Barboleta ” came down the River Congo for the sole purpose 
of communicating with Her Majesty's steamer “ Viper” to ascertain the particulars respecting another boat, 
which avas then under examination by that vessel, and subsequently released ; secondly, that she had not, under 
these circumstances, a single particle of cargo on board when she went alongside Her Majesty's steamer, and, 
intending as she did to return to Ponta da Lenha immediately, it appears quite natural that she should have had 
no provisions on board ; and, lastly, that the crew, consisting of two white men and three or four Negroes, were 
— to the boat released as above stated, in which they all, at their own request, returned to Ponta da 

nha. 

These facts have been stated to me by Commander Hewett, and can all, I presume, be substantiated by the 
evidence of every officer and man on board Her Majesty’s steamer “ Viper.” Your Excellency, on comparing 
them with the particulars detailed in Senhor Pamplona’s sworn protest, will see how unfounded and calumnious 
are the representations brought forward against Her Majeety’s officer by that individual. 

Your Excellency expresses an apprehension that the measures of repression by which Her Majesty's 
cruizers are endeavouring to put a stop to the Slave Trade in the north will interfere with licit speculations in 
that — and adds that the commercial body of Loanda is loud in its denunciations of those measures. 

am aware that complaints of this nature have lately been made at this place, and many rumours respecting 
the proceedings of the British cruizers have reached my ears; but I am not disposed to lend implicit confidence 
to every fabricated tale which comes to my knowledge tending to criminate officers of the British navy engaged 
in this arduous service, and until each case has been fairly and openly investigated, I do not consider it right to 
offer any opinion upon its merits. 

There are various observations contained in your Excellency’s letter to which I cannot pretend to reply until 
I shall have received specific instructions upon the subject; but I take leave to assure your Excellency that Her 
Majesty’s Government duly appreciates the rights and reciprocal duties of independent and friendly nations, and 
that, whilst resolved to exercise any powers in regard to the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves which Great 
Britain may have acquired by Treaties with other States, it by no means arrogates an authority to exert any 
action in matters of this nature where such a right has not been conceded to her. 

In conclusion, it only remains for me to assure your Excellency that a copy of your letter of the 4th instant, 
and of this reply, shall be transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government without delay. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 273. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
Translation. ) 
xcellent Sir, Palace of Government, Loanda, November 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 7th instant, in answer to mine of 
. relative to the rigorous proceedings taken by the British cruizers against the coasting-vesscls to the 

orth. _ 

In the said despatch I specified some cases in which an unquestionable excess appears to me to have been 
committed by the British cruizers respecting the supervision which they ought legitimately to exercise over the 
said vessels with a view to the repression of the Slave Trade, and, above all, in the course which has been pursued 
of destroying the said vessels without any form of trial when it is believed that there are grounds for supposing 
them to be implicated in that Traffic: the suid cruizers thus constituting themselves, against all laws of right— 
even of natural right—accusers, judges, and parties interested in the effects of condemnation, in consequence of 
thé benefit accruing to them from the appropriation of the vessels and their cargoes. 

You have been pleased to give me the just hope that such excesses shall be prohibited, by your intervention 
with the Commahder of this Divisioa of the squadron, and likewise to assure me that you will promptly bring my 
above-mentioned ns to the knowledge of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, as I stated to you that I 
would communicate these occurrences to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

Without desisting from the right upon which I have already protested for indemnification for any breach of 
the on ig of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and for the reparation of any, private loss which may have 
resulted from the proceedings of the British cruizers, it is extremely gratifying for me to have to communicate 
your reply to His Majesty’s Government, and I shall consider myself yet happier if, in future, I may be able to 
say that the repression of the Traffic in Slaves is only carried out in conformity with those dispositions, and those 
eternal principles of universal justice which on no secondary consideration ought to be thrown aside. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL, 





| Inclosure 4 in No. 273. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, November 14, 1859. 

I AM honoured by the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch. of the 19th instant, again referring to the 
measures recently adopted by Her Majesty's cruizers in suppressing the Slave Trade, which is now carried on in 
launchs and coasting-craft to the North. 
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I should have limited myself to a mere a of that despatch, but, in reply to your Excellency’s 
assertion that British officers in destroying those launches constitute themselves judges and accusers, as well as 
being the parties interested, it is my duty to point out that the destruction of launches and vessels sapere in 
the Slave Trade does not, as your Excellency appears to suppose, release the captor from the necessity of bringing 
each case before a Court of Aajudication. 

These launches, although provided with regular papers from this Government for the sole purpose of enabling 
them to enter the ports of the province, when met by Her Majesty's cruizers in flagrante delicto, are very careful 
not to produce those papers, fearing the justice they would receive from the Mixed Commission at this place; they 
therefore, as happenis with two of them seized by Her Majesty's steamer “ Vesuvius ” with slaves on board, some 
time since, destroy these papers, and do not claim any nationality. They are, consequently, captured under an 
Act of the British Legislature, and not brought for judgment before the Mixed Commission at this poe under 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. The slaves, if any, are removed on board the capturing ship, and the launches, 
being incapable of making the voyage to St. Helena, are destroyed on the spot. This mode of dealing with them, 
however, I beg leave to assure your Excellency, does not in any degree supersede or prevent a regular trial, but, 
on the contrary, in each case it is required that documents and proofs be sent before the Court of Vice-Admiralty, 
upon which the Judge pronounces his decision as to whether the capture was legal or not. 

I beg leave to add that, whilst writing this despatch, I have received intelligence of Commander Hewett’s 
having captured a brig with a cargo of slaves a few days after leaving this port. The scene which presented itself 
on board this vessel is described to me as most revolting; and the master of her informed Commander Hewett 
that, with the assistance of several launches employed on this coast, he had embarked his cargo of 518 slaves in 
one hour and a-half, on the night of the 3rd instant, at Macula. 

On carefully reviewing all the circumstances connected with the case of the “ Barboleta,” and more parti- 
cularly the statements made on oath by the slave-dealer Pamplona, as set forth in his Protest, of which your 
Excellency has sent me a copy, it appears to me that he has clearly committed perjury, and laid himself open to 
an indictment for that crime. 1 hasten, therefore, to submit to your Excellency’s consideration the expediency of 
causing the Public Prosecutor to proceed promptly against that individual, on the above charge, in the proper 
Tribunal, and I beg to assure you that I shall be happy to use all my efforts, and to render my best assistance, in 
furthering the ends of public justice in this matter. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 273. 


Commander Hewett to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, “ Viper,” Loanda, October 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of letters that have passed between his Excellency the Governor- 
General of Angola tnd myself relating to the detention and bringing to this port, on my part, of a boat showing 
the Portuguese flag, with a passport dated April 1858. 

By instructions given to Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers from Sir F. W. Grey, K.C.B., relative to 
the coasting-boats or vessels wearing the flag or claiming the Portuguese protection, it distinctly states that 
these passports are renewed annually, and that the meeting of these boats with papers overrun are looked on 
by Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers as suspicious. In accordance with the said orders, I brought the 
boat in question here, knowing well the assistance these launches render to the slave-dealers, not only in the 
carrying of slave-fittings, but also the actual conveyance of slaves to the vessels. 

His Excellency has entirely misunderstood my object, although I tried my best to explain it; but as he says 
he is about to enter into a correspondence with you on the subject, I have thought it my duty to give you a copy 
of all letters that have passed between his Excellency and myself on the subject. 

With regard to the Protest sent me from his Excellency, I keep it, as it proves that Mr. Pamplona has taken 
his oath to things that have not happened. The boat had not a particle of cargo in her at the time of detention. 
The crew, consisting of Cabinda men and two Portuguese, who had come down the river from Ponta da Lenha for 
the purpose of making inquiries about some other launch, returned in a boat that left Her Majesty's ship under 
my command on the forenoon of the 13th October, 1859. 

The Governor-General, knowing the well-founded suspicions of Mr. Pamplona’s character and occupations, 
has not, as I feel sure you will think, given me the assistance on his part to the object I had in view by bringing 
the boat here, viz., that of his, in some way, by the laws and the cruizers of His Most Faithful Majesty at his 


disposal, putting a stop to the many abuses carried on by the coasting-boats, and also causing a strict examination 
of their papers. 


I leave this port to-morrow for my cruizing-ground. 

His Excellency has thought fit to make use of expressions derogatory to the character of British naval officers ; 
he has also refused to correspond further with me on that subject, and has not in any way withdrawn his assertion : 
I therefore leave the matter in your hands, knowing full well that no such expression would have been made by 
his Excellency to you without his giving more satisfaction than he has thought pian to accord to me. 

have, &e. 


(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 273. 


Commander Hewett to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 
Sir, ‘ “ Viper,” Loanda, October 24, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that, on the evening of the 12th instant, whilst lying at 
anchor in the River Congo, I detained a boat wearing the Portuguese flag, and furnished with papers from the 
Government of this province dated April 1858. 


The merchants in the Congo, as well as the patrios of these boats, have frequently been warned that 
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it is necessary to renew their papers annually, but this necessary formality has been entirely neglected in this and 
many other cases. I have, therefore, been induced to bring this boat to Loanda, and I beg to place her, as well 
as her papers, at your Excellency’s disposal. 

I feel i: my duty to add, at the same time, that the numerous launches and boats employed on the coast to 
the north of this province forter and facilitate the operations of the slave-dealers to such an extent that it has 
become necessary for Her Majesty's cruizers to exercise the strictegt surveillance over them, and I may be 
permitted to mention that a vessel was a short time since captured near Ambrizette in the act of shipping a cargo 
of aoe who were actually alongside of her in these trading launches, when Her Majesty's cruizer hove in 
sight. 

. T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 273. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Commander Hewett. 
( Translation.) : 
Excellent Sir, Palace of Government, Loanda, October 25, 1859. 

I HAVE just received your letter of this day’s date, informing me that you have brought into this port a 
small vessel with the Portuguese flag, and furnished with papers from this Government, which you detained in the 
Zaire, in consequence of the term of her passport, which is dated in April 1858, having expired. 

You observe that the repeateu warnings given to the owners and patrios of the coasting-vessels of the Zaire 
to renew these papers sseually have been fruitless, and that you, therefore, resolved to detain this one, and to 
place her, with her papers, at my disposal. You add further that these vessels assist the Traffic in Slaves, and 
you cite the fact of some of them having been found ready to carry negroes to a ship which was lately captured 
by a British cruizer near Ambrizette. 

In reply I have to state,— 

1. That I refuse in the most formal manner to recognize the right on the part of the ships of war of Her 
Britannic Majesty to supervise the execution of the Regulations for Portuguese Navigation. 

The mission of the British cruizers is the repression of the Slave Traffic; the exercise of it is regulated 
by the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, where there is not to be found, as indeed there could not be, any stipulation 
authorizing the detention of a ship fer irregularities in her papers. 

2. That neither does such irregularity exist from the want of the renewal of the passport, inasmuch as that 
document given by the Government of this Province is permanent, like the Royal passports of all countries, since the 
determination of the 22nd April, 1856, which was published in the official “ Boletim,” No. 522, of the 22nd of the 
same month and year. 

8. Without doubting that some of the coasting-vessels to the north are involved in Slave Trade operations, 
and acknowledging that this deplorable fact must necessitate the most active vigilance, both on the part of the 
British and Portuguese cruizers and of the authorities of the Province, it behoves me to observe that I entertain 
the conviction that all faithfully discharge this duty so far as it is possible. 

Being about to enter upon this important subject to the extent which it merits and demands with Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, inasmuch as I am informed that the coasting-trade to the north 
has lately been the victim of the greatest violences on the part of the English cruizers, it only remains for me to 
say to you,— 

? i That I accept the vessel to which you refer, with her papers, reserving the right of protesting against 
ou for all losses which may arise from her arbitrary detention, according to the provisions of Articles IV and 
III of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. 

2. That I will send to receive the said vessel by the Captain of the Port at any hour which you may be 
pleased to indicate, under the conditions that a Minute of her ee shall be drawn up, certifying the state of 
the said vessel, and signed by the said officer and by the person who shall deliver her. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 273. 
Commander Hewett to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, “ Viper,” Loanda, Octob- 26, 1859. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 25th, and to acquaint you that the boat 
I brought here, referred to in my letter of the 24th, will be handed over to any officer you may send, and at any 
time suitable to your convenience ; and that I shall be happy, at the same time, to sign any documents relating to 
the description of this boat, and all her equipment. 

In justice to the service to which I have the honour to belong, I cannot allow a statement so uncalled for 
as contained ia your Excellency’s letter, to the effect that violence has been committed by British cruizers on this 
coast to pass, without most positively asserting that no such violences have or are likely to take place. 

Moreover, it behoves me to remark that your Excellency must have misapprehended the idea I had in view 
in bringing this boat to Loanda for the purpose of delivering her up to your Excellency ; my only object being 
that of cordial co-operation with you in carrying out the views of our respective Governments respecting the 
suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, and not by any means that of interfering with the Portuguese navigation, as 
your Excellency appears to suppose. 

I would ‘further remark that boats are landed from slavers and retained at the factories along the coast, an 
instance of which recently came to my knowledge in the case of the barque “Zaurens,” which arrived on this 
coast, and subsequently left with slaves. I can positively assert that boats from that vessel were landed and 
hauled up at Ponta da Lenha, at factories flying the Portuguese flag, without the necessary papers to substantiate 
their nationality. Boats, under similar circumstances, are met by Her Majesty's cruizers, and frequently found 
in possession of pers granted by the Government of this hha for other boats. 

In short, ke utter disregard of all laws and regulations respecting the legal navigation of these boats, 
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despite the frequent warnings which have been given, and the flagrant and notorious assistance which they — 
are constantly affording to the slave-dealers on this part of the coast, has lately been carried to such an extent 
that in the absence of any Portuguese cruizer from the Congo, it has become actually necessary for Her Majesty's 
cruizers to double their efforts to put an end to these abuses. 
I have, &c.° 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 273. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Commander Hewett. 
(Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, October 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your official letter of yesterday's date, in reply to mine 
of the 25th. 

The Captain of the Port will present himself to you to receive the boat which was detained by you in the 
Zaire and brought here. Of the Minute of delivery two copies will be made, one of which will be left 
with you. 

do not enter into any further discussion respecting the proceedings which have taken place to the north, on 
the part of Her Britannic Majesty's cruizers, against the coasting trade; for the reason, as I have already 
stated to you, that it is my intention to enter upon the subject with Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 

I think that I will be able to prove that grave violences really have occurred, which are neither justifiable in 
the interests of the repression of the Slave Trade, nor founded on any right. 

I now send you, inclosed, the protest of the owner of the said boat, for the losses caused by her illegal and 
arbitrary detention, begging you to be pleased to acknowledge its receipt. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 10 in No, 273. 


Minute of Protest. 
(Translation.) 


A copy of the “Auto” of Protest, in which the Protestor is Joaquim Martins Pamplona, and the party protested 
against the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “ Viper,” and any other whom it may 
concern. 


IN the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, and on the twenty-fifth day of October 
of the same year, in the city of Loanda, and in my office, t recorded the petition as follows :— 


« Tllustrissimo Senhor President of the Tribunal of Commerce, 

* Joaquim Martins Pamplona, merchant, residing in this city, with factories on the margins of the River 
Congo, “a to the north of the said river, says :— 

“ That on some day of the present month, of which the petitioner is not certain, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
steamer ‘ Viper’ detained his boat called ‘ Barboleta,’ which was coming out of the said river with a cargo of 
goods and provisions, for the use of one of his factories to the north of that river. This detention was made 
illegally, by the mere will of the Commander of the said cruizer, inasmuch as the vessel showed her nationality 
by hoisting a flag, and by her passport and other papers granted by the Governor-General of this Province, in 
conformity with the laws in force. She had nothing on board which, either by the dispositions of the Decree of the 
10th December, 1836, the Treaty of tke 3rd July, 1842, or the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, could justify 
her detention. To the arbitrary act of her deten:ion, the said Commander added a still greater one, which was 
that of putting on shore the crew of the said vessel at St. Antonio, on the left margin of the River Congo, 
inhabited by the barbarous race of Mussorongos, where the said crew will have to suffer the most cruel treatment 
and the spoliation which the said negroes are accustomed to practice, and from which they can only be set free on 
payment of an exorbitant ransom, which is always demanded under such circumstances. 

“ For all these reasons, and the petitioner wishing to maintain his rights before the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty, as well as before that of Her Britannic Majesty, and to receive froin the latter reparation for the 
injury which he has suffered, and for the losses arising from the said proceedings, and not being able to justify 
the same by the depositions of the crew, for the reason above stated that they are captives in a negro country,— 
the petitioner prays that you will be — to administer to him the oath, and under it to cause a Declaration and 
Protest to be noted, for all losses and damages which he may have suffered, or may hereafter suffer, in consequence 
of the said proceedings ; and that a Minute being taken thereof, he may be furnished with two authentic copies of 
the same, and any others that he may in future require, the utmost dispatch being necessary, as the captor is now 


in this port. 
“ And the petitioner prays as above, in conformity with the provisions of Articles 1,405, 1,406, 1,408, and 
1,409 of the Commercial Code. 
(Signed) *JOAQUIM MARTINS PAMPLONA.” 
Reply. 


Granted,—and in order that the Minute of Oath may be drawn up, the clerk of the week and the petitioner 
will appear at my residence at 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
oanda, October 25, 1859. 
(Signed) REGO. 
Minute of Oath. 


On the 25th day of the month of October, 1859, in the city of Loanda, at tue residence of Francisco 
Sylvestre Rego, Acting Judge, where I, the Clerk, came in virtue of the reply given to the above-mentioned 
petition, and there being vresent the said Judge and Joaquim Martins Pamplona, as well as the witnesses José 
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Vidal da Silva Pontes and Francisco das Chi Moreira Rangel, all recognized by me as the said persons, the 
said Judge administered the oath upon the Holy Evangelists to the said Joaquim ‘Martins Pamplona, to declare 
truly and without fraud or malice, the grounds of protest made against the Commander of the steamer “ Viper,” of 
the British Royal Navy; and under the said oath to make his protest. And the said declarer, having received the 
oath, promised so to do. 
nd that it may appear, I have caused the present Minute to be drawn up, which, after having been read by 
me, was signed by the said Judge, declarant, and witnesses. 
1, Antonio Maria Lazary, the clerk, wrote it. 
(Signed) REGO.) 

JOAQUIM MARTINS PAMPLONA. 

JOSE VIDAL DA SILVA PONTES. 

FRANCISCO DAS CHAGAS M. RANGEL. 


Minute of Protest. 


On the 25th day of the month of October, in the year 1859, in the city of Loanda, the residence of Francisco 
Sylvestre do Rego, Acting Judge, who was present, with me, the clerk, and there being present also Joaquim 
Martins Pamplona, whom I recognize and to whom I give credence, he declared in the presence of the witnesses whose 
signatures are at foot, that he appeared to protest against Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer of war “ Viper,” cruizing on 
this coast, and against all others to whom of right it might appertain for the injury done him, and for the losses 
and damages which he has suffered, or may in future suffer, from the fact of the Commander of the said steamer, 
either by himself or his subordinates, having caused to be detained at the mouth of the River Congo his boat called 
we Barbeleta,” which was conveying from that point a cargo of goods and provisions to a factory belonging to the 
said protester on the coast to the north of the said river, bringing her to this port and causing her to deviate from 
her destination and voyage without any legal grounds for so doing, inasmuch as the said vessel was furnished with 
a flag, passport, and other papers, all in legal form, according to the regulations of the Decree of the 10th 
December, 1836, of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, as well as 
the special Regulations of the General Government of this province. Wherefore, not having incurred any of the 
penalties specified in the said Decrees and Treaty, the aforesaid detention was arbitrary. From this proceeding, as 
well as from another equally arbitrary and illegal on the part of the said Commander in having landed the crew 
of the said vessel in an uncivilized country, serious losses have resulted to the protester, who wishes by this means 
to maintain intact his rights, and to obtain from those to whom of right it may belong, reparation for these losses, 
which he values as follows :— 


£ 
Value of the goods existing on board at the moment of detention .. ws -» 100 
Value of provisions which the said vessel was carrying .. oe vs +. = =—-:25 
Deterioration of the vessel in consequence of her being towed from the Congo to this 
rt 40 


Sum Foquitet to ransom and indemnify the seven Cabendas who comprised the crew of 

the vessel .. a6 a6 ae ee ne oe 200 
Losses caused by the paralyzation of the business for which the cargo was intended .. 200 
For injury done the protester by the suspicion thrown upon him as being engaged in the 

Slave Trade . oe we os ee sis ee -. 500 


All of which, together, makes the sum of 1,065/. sterling, for which sum he protests, claiming the same 
from the above-mentioned Commander, or his Government, or those to whom of right it may belong. 

And that he said so, and thus protested, José Vidal da Silva Pontes, and Francisco das Chagas Moreira 
Rangel, being present, were witnesses. They both reside in this city, and were recognized by me, and I give 
them credence. 

They signed this with the Judge and the said protester, after its having been read to them by me, Antonio 
Maria Lazary, clerk, who wrote it. 

(Signed) REGO. 


JOAQUIM MARTINS PAMPLONA. 
JOSE VIDAL DA SILVA PONTES. 
FRANCISCO DAS CHAGAS M. RANGEL. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 273. 
Minute of Delivery. 


ON the 27th day of October, '1859, in execution of the orders contained in the despatch dated the 
27th of October, 1859, I went on board Her Britannic Majesty's steamer ‘+ Viper,” accompanied by the Lieutenant 
of the Staff, B. A. I. Cabral de Sa, to receive the Portuguese boat ‘“ Barboleta,” which was delivered to me by 
the Commander of the said steamer, with the following articles :— 


Hull, with two masts and rigging. 
2 lateen sails. 
1 square sail, with yard. 
1 bowsprit and boom. 
4 oars. 
2 crutches. 
4 casks for water. 
2 guns. 
2 chains. 
1 anchor. 
1 Portuguese flag 
1 spare spar. 
None of which appeared to be in a bad state, 
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Seven papers, as follows :— 


1. A passport from the Governor-General, No. 25, dated April 17, 1858. 
2. Certificate of measurement, April 15, 1858, 

3. Crew list, dated in Ambriz, November 15, 1858. 

4. Minute of Bond from the Custom-house, April 16, 1858. 

5. A clearance for the northern ports, dated January 15, 1859. 

6. Receipt from hospital, No. 703. 

7. List of cargo, No. 61 of January 29, 1859. 


The Commander of the steamer said that the boat had no crew, because two white men and some blacks, who 
were on board her when visited, returned to Punta da Lenha at their own request. The Commander, moreover, 
stated that the boat had no cargo on board, nor provisions for her crew. 

And that it may so appear I have drawn up the present Minute, which the said Commander and the 
Lieutenant of the Staff B. A. I. Cabral de Sa, present on the part of the Governor-General, signed with me. 

(Signed) a VIEGAS D'O, First Lieutenant and Captain 
of Port. 
W N. W. HEWETT, Commander. 
BERNARDO AUGTO. GODINHO CABRAL DE SA, 
Lieutenant of the Staff. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 273. ~ 
Commander Hewett to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


, “ Viper,” Loanda, October 28, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of yesterday's date, inclosing a 
protest from one Pamplona, a merchant of this place. 


Sir, 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 273. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, Loanda, November 10, 1859. 

WITH this I beg leave to hand you a translation of a letter which has been addressed to me by the 
Governor-General of this Province and its inclosures, respecting the proceedings taken by Her Majesty's cruizers 
against the launches and small craft employed in the coasting-trade to the north, and furnished with papers from 
the Government of this province. 

You will perceive that his Excellency’s despatch refers more particularly to two cases :—first, that of the 
launch destroyed by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Pluto,” at Cabenda, which formed the subject of my despatch to 
Commodore Wise, of the 26th ultimo; and secondly, that of a boat which was detained by Commander Hewett, of 
Her Majesty's steamer “ Viper,” in the River Congo on the 12th ultimo, and brought into this port to be placed 
at the Governor-General’s disposal, on the ground that her passport had not been renewed within a year of its 
date, as pointed out in the instructions under which Her Majesty's officers on this part of the coast are acting. 

My reply to Senhor Amaral, a copy of which I likewise x to subjoin, will show that on referring to the 
regulations in regard to the issue of passports to Portuguese coasting-vessels in this province, I found that so far 
back as 1854 the practice, which had up to that period prevailed of renewing those documents annually, was 
discontinued under the orders of His Majesty the King Regent of Portugal. 

I lose no time, therefore, in laying before you a translation of those orders, and I trust that, in view 
thereof, the step which I have taken of suggesting to the senior officer of this division of the squadron the 
a suspending the execution of so much of your instructions as relates to the necessity of these 
passports being renewed annually may meet with your concurrence. 

The Portaria of this Colonial Government dated 22nd April, 1856, to which the Governor-General refers 
in his letter to me of the 4th instant, merely regulates the amount of the various fees to be taken by the 
Department of the Secretary to Government. ; 

A Table of those fees is annexed to that Portaria, and under the head of ‘“ Passports of Coasting Vessels,” 
reference is made to the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of the 29th of May, 1854, to show 
that those documents are permanent; I consider it more advisable, therefore, to transmit a copy of the original 
order of the Government of Lisbon on this subject than a copy of the Portaria referred to by his Prsalleans, 

T have, & 


» eC. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 273. 


Portaria. 
(Translation.) 

HIS Majesty the King Regent, in the name of the King, orders, by the Secretary of State of Marine and 
Ultramar, that there be sent to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola, the inclosed copy of a Portaria 
addressed under this date to the Governor-General of the Province of Cape Verde, declaring that the passports 
of the coasting-vessels referred to in the 1st section of Article X of the Law of the 14th July, 1848, ought to be 
considered to all intents as Royal passports, which the said vessels are excused from obtaining. And the said 
august Lord orders that the aforesaid Cavecientimend will so understand it, and cause it to be executed in the 
province under his charge. 

Palace, May 29, 1854. 

(Signed) VISCONDE D'ATHOGUIA. 
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Inclosure 15 in No. 273. 


. Portaria. 
(Translation.) 

THERE having been presented to His Majesty the King Regent the despatch of the Governor-General 
of the Province of Cape Verde, dated 2nd December, 1852, requesting that measures may be taken with regard 
to the omission which appears in the Law of the 14th July, 1848, as to the time for which the passports of 
Colonial coasting-vessels ought to be in force, and the expenses of emoluments and seals of the said passports, and 
communicating also the manner in which he had resolved to supply provisionally this omission ; and the said 
august Lord bearing in mind that those passports alone can be considered provisional which, in conformity with 
the said law must be replaced by Royal passports ; and that, inasmuch as the said coasting-vessels are exempted 
from obtaining a Royal passport, the duration of which is permanent, the passport which is furnished them by the 
respective Governors ought to be equally permanent; were it otherwise, the absurdity would arise of these 
vessels being burdened with much heavier expenses than they would be if they did not enjoy the said exemption, 
and that finally the passports of the said vessels, having the same perobriecsy as Royal passports, the expenses of 
preparing and sealing them ought to be regulated by the same scale ;—is pleased, in the name of the King, and in 
conformity with the opinion of the Colonial Board given on the 12th instant, to approve of the measure adopted 
provisionally by the said Governor-General, and to state to him that the passports of coasting-vessels, referred to 
in the Ist section of Article X of the Law of July 14, 1848, granted by the Governors of Colonies according to 
the form sent to them with a Portaria of this Department on the 17th September, 1852, shall be considered to all 
intents as Royal passports, from obtaining which the said vessels are exempted. 

Palace, May 29, 1859. 

(Signed) VISCONDE D’ATHOGUIA. 





Inclosure 16 in No. 273. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Captain Courtenay. 


Sir, Loanda, November 10, 1859. 

HEREWITH | beg to inclose to you, under flying seal, a despatch which I have this day addressed to Rear- 
Admiral the Honourable Sir Frederick William Grey, inclosing copies of a correspondence which has passed 
between the Governor-General of this Province and myself, relative to the proceedings of some of Her Majesty's 
cruizers on this division. ; 

I take leave to request your best attention to the terms of the Portaria of His Most Faithful Majesty, dated 
29th May, 1854, a copy of which is inclosed in my letter to Sir Frederick Grey, and, under all the circumstances 
of the case, I feel it my duty to lose no time in submittting to you the expediency of suspending the execution of 
so much of the Admiral's instructions regarding Portuguese coasting-vessels as relates to the necessity of their 
passports being renewed annually, until this matter has been definitively arranged. 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 274. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(No. 74.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 25, 1859. 


I FEEL much pleasure in reporting to your Lordship the capture, by Her 
Majesty’s steamer ‘ Viper,” Commander Hewett, of a slave-vessel, with 518 Africans 
on board. 

2. It appears that on the morning of the 4th instant the “Viper,” being off 
Macula, a few miles north of Ambrizette, saw a brig standing towards her. When 
the English colours were ag eg on board Her Majesty's steamer, the brig, still 
endeavouring to approach her, hoisted the American flag; but Captain Hewett, 
who very wisely acts on the principle of satisfying himself of the character of every 
vessel he meets, still proceeded towards the stranger until at last he had 
apprvuached so near that when about to go a-head, and drop a boat to board her, 
the look-out man at the mast-head of the “Viper” reported “ Negroes in the 
hold.” 

3. The flag had been hauled down before the officer sent to board this vessel 
arrived alongside, and no papers whatever were produced to establish her national 
character, although she had “ Tavernier, of New York,” on her stern. She had 
been twice met by Her Majesty’s cruizers with regular American papers, and 
although completely fitted as a slaver, had been allowed to proceed on her course. 
It was stated by the captain that the American flag had been hoisted on this occasion 
only in the hope that the “Viper” might have proved to be one of the British 
cruizers which had previously boarded him, and that she would have been thrown 
off her guard by seeing the brig with the flag of the United States fearlessly stand- 
ing towards her. Such a ruse, however, was not likely to avail any vessel with an 
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officer of Captain Hewett’s penetration and energy ; and the circumstances attending 
the capture of this vessel afford, | think, a remarkable proof not less of the difficulties 
with which the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers have to contend in arresting 
slave-vessels which fraudulently assume the flag of America, than of the extreme 
vigilance which it is necessary for them to exercise over all suspicious vessels on 
this coast. 

4. No words, Captain Hewett informs me, can describe the horrors of the 
scene which presented itself on board the “ Tavernier’ when captured, 518 poor 
creatures of both sexes, and all ages, being crowded into a vessel of 150 tons, with 
water and provisions for their sustenance during a a of fifty days. In all 
probability one-half of them would have died before the ship arrived at Cuba. 
Captain Hewett, therefore, considered it necessary to remove about 100 of the 
women and children into the “ Viper,” for conveyance to St. Helena, to which place 
he also dispatched the prize for adjudication. 

5. This vessel had arrived at Macula the day previous to her capture, a Cabenda 
launch having gone off with a letter to her captain, probably reporting the coast 
clear of British cruizers, and with the assistance of several launches, including one 
belonging to Francisco Franque, a Cabenda Chief, she succeeded in shipping her 
cargo of 518 slaves the same night in less than two hours. The captain of the 
vessel assured Commander Hewett that the embarkation of a cargo of slaves would 
be a very tedious and difficult undertaking on this part of the coast if they had not 
the assistance of these launches, and even expressed a doubt as to whether it would 
be possible to accomplish it at all in the native canoes. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 275. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 


(No. 75.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 30, 1859. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 31st ultimo, No. 65, reporting the 
clearance of the barque “‘ Emily” from the port of Ambriz, fitted for the reception 
of a cargo of slaves, and her subsequent capture by the American corvette 
“Portsmouth,” off Loango, I have now the honour of inclosing a copy of a letter 
which I addressed to the Governor-General on the 14th instant, requesting that 
inquiries might be instituted into the circumstances attending that vessel’s visit to 
Ambriz, together with a copy and translation of his Excellency’s reply. 

2. Your Lordship will perceive that Senhor Amaral in this despatch advances 
some important opinions with regard to the construction to be put upon the enact- 
ment of the Portuguese Law of the 10th December, 1836, for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. 

It has hitherto been the practice to require the captain, or parties interested in 
all ships, to whatever nation they may belong, clearing out from the ports of this 

rovince, to enter into a bond that shag will not employ her in the Slave Trade. 

his rule has been observed in virtue of the 6th and 7th Articles of the Decree 
referred to, and having been duly enforced of late years, the consequence has been 
that slave-ships have ceased to enter any of the ports of this province, and legiti- 
mate commerce has been materially benefited. 

3. The Governor-General, however, now gives it as his opinion that this bond 
cannot be legally exacted from foreign ships trading to the Portuguese ports on 
this coast, inasmuch as his Excellency understands the Articles in question to refer 
only to vessels asking for a new passport, and fitting out for a voyage to Africa. 
It is evident that Senhor Amaral considers the word “passport” to mean a Royal 
passport, or that document which proves the ownership and nationality of a Portu- 
guese vessel, and is, in effect, equivalent to the certificate of registry of British 
merchant ships. It has heretofore, however, always been understood as applying 
merely to the clearance of a ship proceeding from one port to another in Africa. 

4. I think it right to request your Lavdahip’s particular attention to the views 
which the Governor-General now expresses on this point, and which are, in my 
humble opinion, quite untenable. 

5. I am informed that one of the objects which slave-vessels have in view in 
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touching at Portuguese ports on this coast is to obtain a document from the 
Custom-house authorities there, to show that they have arrived at their destination, 
or rather at the port for which they cleared out, whereby the bonds which it is said 
that they are sometimes required to enter into at the Havana are cancelled. Be 
this as it may, it is certain that three of them, the “J. J. Cobb,” “ William M. 
Grotton,” and ‘‘ E. A. Rawlins,” cleared out from Cuba, under American colours, 
for St.Thomas and a market; and all of them having recently visited that 
island with their slave-fittings on board, proceeded direct to the neighbouring 
coast, and shipped their human cargoes. The “ Emily” would, doubtless, have 
done the same after leaving Ambriz, had she not been fortunately arrested by the 
“ Portsmouth.” - 

6. It is obvious, my Lord, that if these vessels are allowed to enter into and 
depart with impunity from Portuguese ports on this coast, it must greatly facilitate 
the operations of the slave-dealers, and it is under this impression that | feel it my 
duty respectfully to suggest that the matter should be brought under the attentive 
consideration of the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, with a view to 
clearing up all doubt upon such an important subject. 

I have not, in the rejoinder which 1 have this day addressed to Senhor Amaral, 
and of which [ have the honour of inclosing a copy, thought it advisable to enter 
into a detailed discussion of his Excellency’s views regarding the difficulties which 
might arise from the execution of the Portuguese Law of the 10th December, 1836, 
with respect to suspicious ships arriving in the ports of this province, but I have 
limited myself to the expression of my views regarding the interpretation and 
execution of the above-mentioned law, and I shall feel gratified if those views should 
meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


P.S.—1 transmit this despatch, and also Nos, 65, 67, 73, and 74, under flying 
seal to Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon. 
E. G. 





Inclosure | in No, 275. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, November 14, 1859. 

I CONSIDER it incumbent upon me to inform your Excellency that a short time since I received intelli- 
gence that a vessel called the “ Emily,” sailing under the American flag, had arrived at Ambriz from New York, 
and sailed from that place fully equipped and provisioned for a slave-trading voyage. Hearing, at the same time, 
that this vessel, which, as your Excellency will learn from my other despatch of this day's date, had, among others, 
been denounced to Her Majesty's Government as being employed in the Traffic in Slaves, was subsequently 
captured off Loango by the United States’ sloop-of-war “ Portsmouth,” I deferred making this information known 
to your Excellency until I had had an opportunity of communicating with the Commander of that vessel ; and I 
now beg to state that Captain Colhoun has fully confirmed the above-mentioned intelligence, and informs me that 
the “ Emily” produced a clearance from the Portuguese authorities at Ambriz, adding, moreover, that the fact of 
her being provided with this paper was strongly dwelt upon by the master and supercargo in their endeavours to 
deceive him as to the nature of the business in which the “ Emily” was employed. 

On proceeding to search the vessel, however, Captain Colhoun discovered two slave-boilers, with 103 casks 
of fresh water, and all the other requisite preparations for receiving a cargo of slaves. I feel assured that it is 
only necessary for me to bring these circumstances to your Excellency’s knowledge, in order to insure a strict 
investigation into them with a view of ascertaining,— 

1. Whether, in clearing out the ‘“ Emily,” the Custom-house at Ambriz granted the certificate enjoined in 
section 1 of Article X of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, that the vessel had none of the articles 
prohibited in that Decree on board. 

2. Whether the bail required by Article VII of the said Decree that the vessel should not be employed in 
the Slave Trade was taken in the Custom-house at Ambriz. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 275. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


( Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, November 19, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your official letter of the 14th instant, informing me of 
the capture, off Loungo, of a ship called the “ Emily,” sailing under the United States’ flag, and referring to the 
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circumstances of her having been at Ambriz previous to capture, and having sailed from thence with a regular 
clearance from the local authorities, notwithstanding her having on board various fittings for the Traffic in Slaves 
which led to her detention by the Commander of the American corvette “ Portsmouth.” You conclude your 
despatch by requesting me to cause inquiry to be made on the following points :— 

1. If, when the Custom-house despatched the “ Emily,” she produced the certificate referred to in section 1 
of Article X of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, that she had not on board any of the articles prohibited 
by that Decree. 

2. If the bond required by Article VII of the said Decree, that the ships should not be employed in the 
Tratfic in Slaves was taken at that Custom-house. 

I will, without doubt, call upon the Chief at Ambriz to report upon the circumstances of the case referred to, 
and his reply I will bring to your knowledge. I will also take measures to prevent the repetition of any irregu- 
larities which may have occurred. In the meantime, I cannot omit to offer some observations upon the points of 
inquiry suggested by you with reference to the due execution of the provisions of the Decree of the 10th December, 
1836. 


1. Section 1 of Article X of that Decree does not oblige the ship to present a certificate that she has not on 
board any of the articles prohibited by that Decree. That which is laid down by the Article in question is, the 
duty committed to the officer of the Custom-house of visiting the ship on her departure, to ascertain whether she 
has on board any of the said articles, and to report to the Custom-house, in writing, that he has done so. Whether 
this was executed or not is a question to be decided by the reply of the Chief at Ambriz. I must remark, however, 
that it may well be supposed that the “ Emily” merely arrived at Ambriz, made a very short stay there, did not 
discharge or receive any cargo, pretending that she only went there to receive provisions or refreshments ; and 
then it may easily be conceived that the supervision exercised over her was not excessively rigorous, and, indeed, 
that it could not have been so. Every one knows that to search a ship with a full cargo on board is very difficult. 
If you feel surprised at what I now say, I beg of you to wait for that which [ am about to add, which will, I 
believe, remove that feeling. 

2. Article 7 of the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, also does not speak of the bond which the ships 
have to take not to be employed in the Slave Trade. There is clearly a mistake in this citation, as you must have 
intended to have referred to Article 6, which alludes only to ships asking a passport in Portuguese ports to 
navigate to Africa to the south of the 20th degree of north latitude. Now, the Emily” sailed from New York 
doubtless with all her papers, and did not require, therefore, to ask for a passport in Ambriz. As she did not ask 
for a passport, there was no ground for the declaration which Article 6 says shall be signed by the owner or 
master of the ships, not to employ her in the ‘Traffic in Slaves. 

Having thus corrected the inaccuracies which I perceive in your despatch with reference to the dispositions of 
the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, I will now proceed to consider how far Articles 6, 7, and 10 of that 
Decree apply to foreign ships. 

From the terms of Article 6, it has been concluded that a bond may be exacted from those ships when they 
depart from the ports of this province on their return to the foreign ports from whence they came. 1 do not 
think that this conclusion can be drawn from the premises. The Article in question refers only to ships which fit 
out (“ preparam”) in Portuguese ports as is expressed in Article 7. To fit out for a voyage, with the necessity of 
asking for a passport, cannot be understood as applying to a ship already on her voyage, and furnished with that 
diploma in due form. In the special circumstances which occasionally arise on this coast with American ships, it 
is even impossible for them to give that bond. Some of them are destined principally for the ports to the north, 
but they touch at places in this province to endeavour to sell a part of their cargo. ‘Thev have no consignees here 
nor any business relations whatever. How are they to find bondsmen? Such cases happened in Bengnela when 
I governed in that place. 

And with respect to whalers? If the terms of Article 6 are general, they ought also to be applicable to 
those vessels; the more so because their employment in that occupation might very well serve as a pretext to 
cover a Slave Trade speculation. 

In my opinion, the penalties of the different sections of Articles 7 and 10 cannot be enforced in regard to a 
foreign ship in which there may be found, when visited, any of the articles enumerated in the list annexed to the 
Decree of 10th of December, 1836, if those articles were received on board the ship properly dispatched at the 
foreign ports from which she comes. ‘The only right which exists is that of ordering her to depart immediately, 
refusing her the visa on her passport or any other documents of clearance. 

» That which I have now stated must be understood as applying to a foreign ship of recognized nationality and 
with her papers in order, and not of any other in different circumstances which might arrive at a port in this 
province or be met by a Portuguese ship of war within the line of jurisdiction (‘linha de respeito”’). 

The excessive rigour of the list annexed to the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, proves the sincerity 
of His Majesty’s Government in repressing the Traffic in Slaves. Some other Goveraments, however, have 
considered that they ought not to prohibit their ships from fitting out in a manner more or less resembling that 
which is there considered as an indication (observe that it does not say proof) of their being destined for the said 
Traffic, nor to prevent them from receiving on board articles which according to the said list also constitute 
grounds of suspicion. 

These two rights, then, being undoubted, on the one part that of His Majesty’s Government not to admit 
into Portuguese ports ships contravening the laws of the country, and on the other that of foreign Goveruments 
to allow ships to depart from their ports fitted out and laden in any manner, these two rights can only be recon- 
ciled as I have above stated. 

A different view, and the proceedings resulting from it, might lead to very grave embarrassments. I may be 
excused for reminding you of the case fof the French ship ‘Charles et Georges” in Mozambique, in which His 
Majesty's Government found itself obliged to maintain alone, as well the just execution of Portnguese Law as its 
international engagements, having at last to succumb, with a sacrifice of dignity and money, to an abuse of 
force. 

As I stated in the beginning of this despatch, I make these observations beforehand, because it appears to me 
that you put an excessive interpretation upon the provisions of the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, with 
respect to its application to foreign ships. When I receive the reply from the Chief of Ambriz respecting the 
case of the ‘ Emily,” I will then express my opinion upon the proceedings which were there taken regarding 
that ship. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 275. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, November 30, 1859. 

1 HAD the honour of duly receiving the letter addressed to me by your Excellency on the 19th instant, 
stating, in reply to mine of the 14th, that you will cause inquiries to be made of the authorities at Ambriz 
respecting the departure of the American barque “ Emify” from that port with all her slave-fittings on board. 

In that letter your Excellency offers some observations on what you supposed to be inaccuracies in the 
reference made by me to the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and advances certain important propositions in 
regard to the interpretation to be given to that Decree, upon which I now proceed to offer some brief remarks. 

In the first place, 1 beg to assure your Excellency that I am perfectly aware that the 10th Article of the 
above-mentioned Decree does not oblige the ship to present a certificate that she has not on board any articles of 
slave-equipment, but simply enjoins the Custom-house to send an officer on board to make a strict search, whose 
duty it is to certify, in writing,'to the Chief of that Department that he has done so. 

That passage in my despatch of the 14th instant in which I suggested that inquiries should be made as to 
whether the Custom-house at Ambriz had granted a certificate in conformity with the 10th Article of the Decree 
of the 10th December, 1836, appears (probably from an error in the translation) to have been understood b 
your Excellency as conveying the expression of an opinion on my part that the ship ought to have presented suc 
a certificate, This, however, I beg to assure your Excellency, was not the meaning intended to have been conveyed 
by me; neither on this point, nor in the citation of the 7th Article in regard to the bond, is there any mistake, as 
your Excellency appears to suppose: the object to which the second question suggested in my despatch of the 
14th instant was directed, being that of ascertaining whether the power vested in the Portuguese authorities of 
exacting a bond from suspicious vessels, Purtuguese or foreign, had been exercised at Ambriz when the “ Emily” 
cleared out from that port. 

In expressing my inability to concur in your Excellency’s opinions regarding the interpretation of the Decree 
of the 10th December, 1836, | beg to remark that, in my humble opinion, the terms “to give passports” (“dar 
passaporte”’), and “ preparing ” (“apromptarem"), cannot by any means be taken in the sense in which your 
Excellency views them, but must be understood as applying to the clearances given to all ships getting ready to 
— in the prosecution of their voyages. To maintain that Articles 6, 7, and 10 of the Decree of the 10th of 

ecember, 1836, refer only to ships asking a new passport (‘ passaportes reals”’), and fitting out in their equipment 
and apparel, is, it appears to me, an interpretation of that law which can hardly be supported by analyzing or 
comparing its various provivions. 

Your Excellency appears to argue that the 6th Article of the Decree in question, in regard to ships giving 
security not to infringe that Decree, must be understood literally, that is to say, as applicable only to ships asking 
new pas=ports and proceeding to any part of Africa, and not to those which, having entered in any port of Africa, 
are about to clear out for any other port on that continent; but I beg permission, with all due deference, to observe 
that this argument does not appear to me to be admissible. 

Any vessel which has made entry and discharged part of her cargo, at Loanda for example, and is about to 
clear out for any other port on the coast, cannot, in my opinion, from the mere fact that she is already in Africa, 
be considered as any other than a vessel proceeding from a port in the Portuguese Monarchy to a “part of Africa” 
(‘ para os territorios Africanos”), and considering, not only the general tenour and spirit of the Decree, but also 
the terms of the 9th Article thereof, which says: “In the passports granted to merchant-vessels for the before- 
mentioned African territories a clause shall always be inserted that, if found contravening this Decree by Portuguese 
ships of war, they may be seized by them;” and bearing in mind, moreover, that Royal passports, being always 

rmanent and restricted in form, no special clauses or declarations can be embodied in them,—it must be inferred, 
F think, that by the words “to give a passport ” (“dar passaporte”) is meant the clearance of the ship. 

With regard to this pcint, moreover, I am able to refer to the established form of Royal passports with which 
all Portuguese ships are furnished, and in which nothing is written beyond the indorsement of the visa. The 
invariable practice, I believe, has hitherto been not to grant this visa, which is, in point of fact, the clearance of 
the ship, unless the parties interested in her have complied with all the formalities imposed upon them by law, 
amongst which is that of giving bond that they will not employ her in the Slave Trade. 

Your Excellency will permit me to observe, that my experience inclines me to think that the difficulties which 
ships trading to the Portuguese ports on this coast might encounter, in finding parties willing to sign their bond, 
are more imaginary than real. To discriminate between the bond fide licit trader and the vessel destined for the 
Traffic in Slaves, is much easier than is imagined. Every ship, to whatever nation she may belong, arriving in 
the ports of this province. and engaged in lawful commerce, is either addressed to respectable merchants established 
on shore, or comes as a casual trader. In the first-mentioned case, the signing of a bond can be attended with no 
embarrassment, and in the latter, the captain or parties interested, being informed of the laws of the country before 
making cntry, meet with no difficulty in giving the necessary security if bond fide engaged in legal commerce. 
Your Excellency may rest assured that, in all cases where vessels cannot find parties to sign their bonds, that 
circumstance in itself constitutes a strong ground of suspicion ; and, even if sufficient proofs cannot be adduced to 
lead to their seizure and confiscation, the commerce of this province will uot in any degree suffer by their being 
ordered to depart. 

Such, Excellent Sir, are candidly the views which I entertain in regard to the true meaning and spirit of the 
Decree of the 10th Dicember, 1836, and in which, 1 believe, I am fully borne out by the — adopted at this 
and other Portuguese ports fur some years past. That Decree was adopted at a time when great abuses were 
practised in favour of the Traffic in Slaves in the Portuguese Possessions in Africa; happily, it has accomplished 
its humane end, and the ports of this province are not now, as they were in former times, the constant resort of 
ships engaged in that unholy Traffic. | 

In conclusion, I beg leave to assure your Excellency that it would be a matter of extreme regret to me, as I 
am sure it would also be to the Government of Her Naiacty, if, from any change in your views or opinions 
regarding the interpretation of that Decree, or any other cause whatever, its wide and comprehensive enactments 
should, in future, be less rigidly and honourably enforced than they have heretofore been under the enlightened 
administration of your Excellency. ; 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
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No. 276. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 24, 1860.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 2, 1859. 


AFTER nine consecutive years of service in this climate, | am desirous of 
returning to England for a short period for the purpose of recruiting my strength ; 
but as r ahold not, under any circumstances, feel justified in leaving my post 
without having [runes obtained your Lordship’s permission to do so, I beg 
respectfully to solicit the indulgence of your sanctioning my return to my native 
country on leave of absence in the course of the ensuing spring. 

Should your Lordship be pleased to accede to this request, I venture to hope 
that I may at the same time be favoured with your instructions as to the disposal 
of the duties now entrusted to my care. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) | EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 277. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 3, January 28, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No 51.] 





No. 278. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 4, January 31, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty's Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 52.] 





No. 279. 


Lord J. Russell to cer Majesty’s Commissioner. 

(No. 6.) 
' Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 

I HAVE to inform you that it will be convenient for the service that Mr. Brown, 
who now holds the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, should 
also ’be named British Vice-Consul at Loanda, in order that he may thereby 
become eligible, under the stipulations of Article X of Annex B to the Treaty of 
the 3rd of July, 1842, to fill any vacancy that may occur in any of the British 
Members of the Mixed Commission Court, and | have given the necessary directions 





‘ accordingly. 
No alteration will, however, be made in the allowance given to Mr. Brown. 
I am, &e. 
(Signed) | J. RUSSELL. 
No. 280. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Separate.) 
Sir Foreign Office, January 31, 1860. 


I HAVE to acquaint you, in reply to your despatch, Separate, of the 2nd of 
December last, that I accede to your request for leave of absence, and that the 
duties of Commissioner must, meanwhile, be performed by Sir Henry Huntley, to 
whom you will make over the charge of Her Majesty’s Coaateaion during your 
absence. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 281. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 4, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 61 of the 31st of October last, reporting 
the circumstances under which you declined to recognize Dr. Menezes as Acting 
Commissioner in the Mixed Commission Court during the temporary absence of 
Dr. Rodrigues, the Portuguese Commissioner; and I have, in reply, to acquaint you 
that [ am of opinion that you acted rightly in this matter. 

I am, &c 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


(No. 7.) 





No. 282. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 8. 
Sir, , . Foreign Office, February 4, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 73 of the 18th of November last, inclosing 
copies of a correspondence which has passed between the Governor-General of 
Angola and you, relative to the proceedings of Her Majesty’s cruizers towards the 
small craft, native as well as Portuguese, engaged in the coasting trade in the 
neighbourhood of the Portuguese possessions on the Western Coast of Africa; and 
1 have, in reply, to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings as reported in 
your above-mentioned natch, ‘ ‘, 

am 


, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 284. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 10, February 15, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 59.] 





No. 285. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 11, February 23, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information : see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 60.] 





No. 286. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 12, March 1, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 62.] 





No. 287. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 13, March 5, 1860. 


(Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 63.] 
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No. 288. 
‘Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell. —(Received March 13, 1860. 
(No. 76.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 5, 1859. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 289. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13, 1860. 
(No. 77.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 5, 1859. 


IN obedience to the directions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 
22nd September last, No. 6, which reached me a few days since, I have communicated 
to the Governor-General a copy of the Memorandum therein inclosed, containing 
information respecting the movements of vessels suspected of being destined for 
employment in the Slave Trade, requesting his Excellency, at the same time, to 
make it known to the officer commanding the Portuguese squadron on this coast. 

2. I have also communicated it to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
on this division of the station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 290. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 13, 1860.) 
(No. 78.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 20, 1859. 


MY despatch of the 10th May last, No. 25, informed your Lordship that the 
American barque “ Orion” had been detained on this coast with a ereryticis slave- 
equipment on board by Captain Brent, of the United States’ corvette “ Marion,” and 
sent to New York for adjudication. | 

2. It appears that, having been restored by the Courts at that place, she imme- 
diately returned to the River Congo with all her slave-fittings on board, and after 
hovering off the coast for some time, during which she was several times boarded 
by the American cruizers and allowed to proceed on her voyage, embarked a cargo 
of slaves on the 28th ultimo, at a point between Cabenda aa Late 0. 

3. It is, however, with no small satisfaction that I am now canbled to acquaint 
your Lordship that this notorious vessel was [allen in with and captured three days 
after leaving the coast by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Pluto,” Lieutenant Simpson 
commanding, with a cargo of 888 slaves on board. 

4. “The “ Orion,” after attempting by her manceuvres to deceive Lieutenant 
Simpson, displayed the American . On passing close to her, however, it was 
orate that the name, which she had on her stern a few days previously, had been 
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obliterated ; and this circumstance, added to the well-known character of the vessel, 
and the course she was steering when first seen by the “ Pluto,” induced Lieutenant 
Simpson to board her. Before the boat got alongside, the American ensign was 
hauled down and thrown overboard, and no papers whatever were produced, nor 
could any traces of her nationality be discovered. 

5. The **Orion” had on board sixty days’ provisions for 1,200 slaves, the 
number which it is said she intended to ship, and the height of the slave-deck and 
other arrangements for their reception was very much better than is usually the 
case in vessels eng ed in this Traffic. Lieutenant Simpson, therefore, sent her to 
St. Helena for adjudication, with all her slaves on board. 

6. She was commanded by a man named James Morgan, who was mate of her 
when detained by the ‘‘ Marion” on her last voyage; and had on board the same 
supercargo, a Portuguese subject named Pacheco, well-known for his Slave Trade 
transactions at Benguela, and now pursuing his iniquitous occupation under the 
assumed name of Canhio. 

7. When the intelligence reached this place of the capture of the “ Orion,” the 
Commander-in-chief of the United States’ squadron immediately despatched the 
American steamer ‘‘Mystic”’ to St. Helena, with an official requisition to the 
Governor of that Island, for the delivery of James Morgan the captain, who is an 
American citizen. The “Mystic” has not yet returned, but Flag Officer Inman 
informs me that should Morgan be delivered up to him, it is his intention to send 
him a close prisoner to the United States in the first vessel of war returning to that 
country. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 291. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13, 1860.) 
(No. 79.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 28, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the United States’ sloop of 
war ‘“ Constellation,” Captain Nicholas, bearing the flag of the officer in command 
of the American squadron on this coast, captured on the 2Ist instant off Cabenda, 
the brig “‘ Delicia,” of about 200 tons burthen, and completely equipped for Slave 
Traffic, having a slave-deck ready laid, large boiler, and a great quantity of provi- 
sions and water. 

_2. This brig had neither colours nor papers, and the captain was said to have 
ee at Black Point a month previous to her capture to purchase a cargo of 
slaves. 

3. Captain Nicholas sent her to Norfolk in the United States for adjudication. 





have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 292. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13, 1860.) 
(No. 80.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 31, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been presented 
for adjudication to the Mix British and Portuguese Commission established at 
this place in the period from the Ist July, 1859, to this date. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 293. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 14, March 21, 1860. 


{Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge, Sierra Leone, No. 66.] 





No. 294. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 15, March 27, 1860. 


[Transmitting Slave Trade information: see despatch of same date to Her 
Majesty’s Judge Sierra Leone, No. 67.] 
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REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 





WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 295. 
Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Priory Cottage, Tilehurst, near Reading, March 30, 1859. 
I INCLOSE for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
a copy of the log, remark book, and chart of Mr. Coates, Second Master of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Alecto,” and in charge of the ship as master at the time the 
“ Phoenix,” of Nancy, was visited off Manna Rock, West Coast of Africa, November 
13, 1858. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 295. 
Extract from Remark Book of Thomas Coates, Acting Second Master, H.M.S. “ Alectu.” 


November 13, 2°30 v.m—BOARDED the French ship ‘‘ Phoenix,” of Nantes, together with Lieutenant. 
Walker, and Colonel Payne, the Liberian Attorney-General. On boarding found that she was on the coast 
to ship negroes for the French Colonies, and that she had authority to tbat effect from the French Govern- 
ment, and had also a French naval officer on board to see that t. carried out his instructions correctly. 
Before leaving the ship, the captain invited us to see his between-decks. Upon going down below Colonel 
Payne recognized an apprentice of his brother's at Monrovia, and upon his questioning the boy, he said that 
King Sandfish had sold him to the French captain, and he would like to return to Monrovia. Colonel Payne 
then asked the French captain if he would allow him to have the boy. He willingly acceded to the request, 
upon Colonel Payne paying him the value of the articles he had given Sandfish for the boy. After this we 
left the ship, Lieutenant Walker warning the captain on leaving that he was going beyond his instructions 
from the French Government, which already mentioned that the negroes were to be free labourers, whereas 
the whole eight then on board asserted that they had been brought down to the beach bound hand and foot, 
and were then handed over to the French captain. 

(Signed) THOMAS COATES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 295. 
Extract from the Log-book of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto.” 











Courses. Winds. | F.| W. Saturday, November 13. 














N.W. .. ..| Northerly | 2 | 00 | a.m. 
4:30. Stopped and hove-to, to wait for daylight. 


N. W. b. W. 5°80. Proveeded. 


QO om co be 


Hove-to, _ateering 
as necessary into 
Cape Mount 


7. Observed a ship at ahchor off Manna Rock. 
8. Stopped off Cape Mount to land Colonel Payne. 


11°30. Colonel Payne returned from the shore ; 
proceeded towards towards Manna Rock. 

Hove-to . ee 

Noon. 
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Courses. Saturday, November 13. 











‘At Anchor, Manna 
Rock 





P.M. 

1:45. Came-to with B. B.; veered to 24 fathoms 
in 12} fathoms water. Bearing of anchorage: 
Manna Rock, E. N. E.; Cape Mount (west 
extreme) S. b. E } E. 

5°30. Out pinnace. Left pinnace, manned and 
armed, in charge of Mr. C. Farquharson (mate), 
to cruise between Gallinas and Manna, 

7°30. Weighed, and proceeded towards Monrovi1 
under steam. 

Midnight. 
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No. 296. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—i Received April 4.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 2, 1859. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch 
from General Cass on the subject of the abuse of the American flag on the African 
coast for slave-trading purposes, and requesting the opinion of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty as to whether it would not be desirable to propose to the 
Government of the United States that Article VIII of the Ashburton Treaty should 
be so altered that, instead of, as now, stipulating for the presence of a squadron 
carrying the aggregate number of 80 guns, it should provide for a certain number 
of British and American vessels of war being kept on the coast of Africa, carrying 
not less than two guns each, I am commanded by their Lordships to state, for the 
information of the Earl of Malmesbury, that they fully concur in the opinion that 
a modification of the Ashburton Treaty would be advantageous, and that they 
consider it would be a far more effective arrangement for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, if the agreement between this country and the United Siates of America 
were to provide for a certain number of vessels being kept on the coast, carrying 
not less than two guns each. 

With respect to the minimum number of vessels which should be stipulated for 
under such arrangement, my Lords cannot better reply to the inquiry of Lord 
Malmesbury, than by aekoagg an extract from a recent report from Rear-Admiral 
Sir Frederick Grey, stating distinctly the number of vessels which he considers to 
be Spang for effectually watching the West Coast of Africa; and it appears to 
my Lords that if ten small vessels under steam, or half the number stated in Sir F. 
Grey’s report, were to be maintained by the Government of the United States, it 
would not be more than sufficient for the purpose of preventing the fraudulent 
use of the American flag, more especially when it is considered that two vessels of 
this number might, at all times, be usefully employed in the Mozambique Channel 
and on the East Coast of Africa. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 





No. 297. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ Sierra Leone, March 11, 1859. 
INCLOSED I have the honour to transmit a copy of my letter No. 32 of the 
28th of February, reporting to the Commander-in-chief the particulars of an inter- 
view between Commodore Protet, Commander-in-chief of His Imperial Majesty’s 
Naval Forces on this station, and myself, on the subject of Commander Hunt having 
boarded the French emigrant-vessel “ Phoenix.” 7 . 
ave, &c. 


. (Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 297. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Goree, February 28, 1859. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 16th of January last, inclosing a Report of Commander Hunt’s proceed- 
ings on the occasion of his visiting the French emigrant-vessel “* Pheonix,” I have now the honour to inform you 
that on arrival at Goree on the 27th February, Commodore Protet, Commander-in-chief of His Imperial Majesty's 
naval forces on this station, had an interview with me on the subject, in which he most warmly protested against 
Commander Hunt's. conduct in boarding a French vessel, stating that the Government of France deny the right of 
visit, under any pretence whatever, to the vessels of war of all nitions. He charged Commander Hunt with 
having removed an emigrant from the “ Phanix" by armed force, stating that the emigrant in question was one of 
the murderers of the crew of the “ Regina Cali." This circumstance was reported to Commodore Protet by the 
Captain of the “ Phonix,” but I was unable to obtain a copy of his letter. The original has, however, been 
forwarded to France. 

2. Commodore Protet observed, that had he fallen in with the “ Alecto,” he should have removed the 
emigrant from her by force. He dwelt at length on the insignificance of the Liberian Republic, said that 
Commander Hunt had acted the part of a police constable to that community, denied their right to the Gallinas coast, 
which he said the native Kings and Chiefs did not acknowledge, and emphatically stated that Manna Rock, where 
the “ Phonix ” was visited, was not Liberian territory. 

8. Commodore Protet further stated that Commander Hunt had warned the Captain of the “ Phoenix” that 
if he found him shipping slaves from the beach, he would shoot him. 

In reply to all these allegations, I read to the Commodore Commander Hunt’s report of boarding the 
‘“‘ Phanix.”” He said the account was quite different to what he had received. I informed him that I disapproved 
of Commander Hunt's proceedings, but that as he had sailed for England, the charges brought against him must 
be there investigated as to their truth or falsehood. 

After some further conversation, Commodore Protet informed me that he was instructed not to visit Monrovia, 
and that peremptory orders had been given that their vessels should not proceed to the Liberian coast for emigrants. 
In the face of these orders the Governor of Goree had dispatched the ‘ Phosnix” to Manna Rock, and in vonse- 
quence of his doing so, Commodore Protet had caused him to be superseded, and sent to France. 

The day following this interview, Commodore Protet addressed the letter to me of which inclosed is a copy, 
and I beg to submit for your informatien my reply thereto, 

I may avail agall of this opportunity to inform you that the Commodore daily expects to be relieved by 
Commodore Bosse, 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 
Inclosure 2 in No. 297. 
Commodore Protet to Commodore Wise. 
M. le Commodore, ‘ “ Jeanne d'Arc,” Rade de Gorée, le 27 Février, 1859. 


J'AI J’honneur de vous envoyer copie d'une lettre que j'ai eu l’honneur de vous écrire ce 14 Octobre, et qui 
ne vous est pas parvenue. 

Je vous serais obligé, M. le Commodore, si vous vouliez bien y répondre. 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Signé) E. PROTET. 


. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 297. 


Commodore Protet to Commodore Wise. 


M. le Commodore, Sierra Leone, ve 14 Octobre, 1858. 

J'Al Vhonneur de vous informer que M. le Commandant Hunt, Capitaine du steamer de Sa Majesté Britan- 
niqae “1’Alecto,” s'est permis de faire visiter 4 main armée et de force le navire Francais de commerce le 
~ Phenix,” au mouillage de Mana Rock, Céte des Graines, bien qu’il y eut un officier de la marine Fran¢aise a bord 
avec un caractére officiel, sous le prétexte que ce batiment engageait des travailleurs sur le territoire de la 
République de Monrovia. 

Le Gouvernemeut Francais ne reconnaissant 2 aucun navire de guerre étranger le droit de visiter ses bati- 
ments, et en supposant que liane Rock fit possession Libérienne, ce qui n’est pas; reconnaissant encore moins 
a un batiment de guerre Anglais en particulier le droit de faire la police dans les eaux Libériennes, je ne puis 
considérer cette visite que comme une injure, et j‘ai,"honneur de vous en demander satisfaction au nom du Gouverne- 
ment Francais, que je représente ici, 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Signé) E. PROTET. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 297. 


Commodore Wise to Commodore Protet. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Goree, February 28, 1859. 

I- HAVE the honour to acknowledge the he eae copy of your letter of the 14th of December last, the 
original of which has not yet been received, and beg to inform you that the whole correspondence relative to the 
boarding of the French emigrant-vessel “ Phoenix ” by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Alecto,” has been forwarde@ 
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to the Admiralty in London and the Commander-in-chief. I shall avail myself of the earliest opportunity to 
transmit your letter of the 14th December to the same Departments. \ 

The “Alecto” is now in England, and you may rest assured that the charges brought against Commander 
Hunt, and his proceedings in this matter, will be investigated by the Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty with 
that degree of minuteness the occasion merits. ' 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 298. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received April 6.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 5, 1859. 
IN reply to your letter of the 2Ilst ultimo respecting the presence of the 
“Brune” in the Lagos Lagoons, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, 
that directions will be given for the ‘“‘ Brune” to be retained on the West Coast of 
Africa for service in the Lagos Lagoons, and they will make such further arrange- 
ments as may appear most expedient, either by providing a second vessel, or by the 
periodical relief of the European officers and men serving on board the “ Brune.” 
My Lords deem it proper, however, to remark that in appointing officers and 
others for this service, it must be borne in mind that the effects of climate, from 
which persons in the African rivers and on boat service on the coast have more 
especially suffered, do not always develop themselves until many weeks after the 
exposure to which such diseases have been often distinctly traced, and the duties of 
engineers and of other European officers, whom it will be necessary to keep on 
board, cannot be properly performed hy kroomen. Such a service cannot therefore 
be otherwise than one of much hazard and severity to those who may be appointed, 
and the arrangements now contemplated must be regarded, for the present, as in a 
great measure experimental. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 


No. 299. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Triton,” Loango, February 6, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that when at anchor off the River Killongo 
on the 4th instant a sail was reported to seaward. 1 immediately proceeded under 
steam to examine the vessel, and after a chase of four hours succeeded in capturing 
a brigantine manned by seventeen persons, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, 
without papers or colours. 

After great difficulty I obtained from one of the crew that the vessel was 
cleared out from Cardenas, in Cuba, for New York, but sailed for Killongo river to 
ship slaves and then return to Cuba. He also admitted that he was master of the 
brig ‘“ Robert M. Charlton” when captured by the “ Medusa” off Black Point in 
March last; he further stated that several other vessels were being equipped for 
the Slave ‘Trade, two of which belonged to the same firm, and were owners of the 
present vessel captured, but refused to give the name of the firm, and that the 
money for the purchase of the slaves was now being sent from Cuba, through 
different firms in London and Liverpool, for transmission to the coast. 

1 dispatched the prize to St. Helena on the 6th for adjudication. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 300. 
Lieutenant Gibbons to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Sharpshooter,” off Whydah, January 17, 1859. 
WHILE at anchor off Quittah on the 14th instant, Mr. E, Bannerman, Civil 
Commandant of that fort, gave me notice that he had received information from 
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Mr. Lenda, merchant, living near, of a slaver being off this place. I therefore pro- 
ceeded here in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel under my command, and anchored on the 
evening of the 15th instant; the same afternoon a brigantine was in sight to wind- 
ward, running along the land. The following morning, about 8 o’clock, on the fo 
clearing off, we saw her again about three miles to windward, standing off the land, 
being nearly calm. 1 dispatched the two whale-boats under the charge of Mr. L. 
Hope, mate ae on boarding, after an hour full), brought her in here, she having 
shown no colours. On going on bvard J was told by one of the crew that the master 
had landed about twenty days previous at Porto Seguro, and taken the papers and 
colours, and that they had been ordered to be off here on that day. On searching 
her I found a slave-deck fully laid, water casks all full, slave irons, and everything 
ready for the shipment of slaves. She had a crew of fifteen men. I could find no 

apers or flag relating to the vessel; I therefore seized her as a lawful prize, and 
Lae this day sent her to Sierra Leone tor adjudication, under the charge of 
Mr. J. L. Hope, mate. The crew, for the safety of the ship, I landed here, with the 
exception of three sent in the prize, of whom one, I believe, is the pilot. The vessel 
cleared out from Porto del Marciel, in the Island of Cuba. One of the crew informed 
me she had no slaves on board, but I have reason to believe that 200 slaves were 
ready for shipment in her at Whydah. The name of the master I could not obtain, 
or the name of the vessel; the latter I think is the “ Dorado,” from the marks on 
the stern, where the name had been effaced: she is a brigantine of about 150 
ons. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. GIBBONS. 





No. 301. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ Sierra Leone, March 15, 1859. 

1 REGRET to have to inform you that there are symptoms of the immediate 
revival of the Slave Trade in the Bights, the “ Archer” and “ Sharpshooter” having 
each captured a vessel without nationality in the month of January. 

The brig captured by the “ Archer,” supposed to be the “ Juliet,” was deserted 
by the captain and crew in the Brass river, after they had divided the money 
with which they were entrusted for the purchase of slaves: this vessel was not 
supposed to be consigned to any person in the Division. It was not so with the 
‘*Sharpshooter’s” prize (believed to be the ‘* Dorado,”) which had been expected for 
some time, and was captured through information obtained from M. Lima, once a 
noted slave-dealer, but now legally employed. 

The “ Tyrant,” American brigantine of 211] tons, from New York, Havana, 
and Cape de Verdes, had, however, better fortune, as she succeeded in shipping 
200 slaves from Whydah in the middle of January. This vessel was commanded by 
a man named Sendt, supercargo Mr. Machado, consigned to J.M.Carvalho, of 
Porto Seguro. A suspicious Portuguese schooner, the “ Emilia,” is also in the 
Bights; and, from the circumstance of there being some 500 or 600 slaves in the 
neighbourhood of Whydah, | fear that other vessels are expected. 

On the South Coast, the “Triton,” on the 4th of February, captured a brigan- 
tine without papers or colours, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and commanded 
by the late captain of the ‘‘ Medusa’s” prize, Robert M. Charlton. 

The “ Heron,” on the 21st of February, in latitude 2° 36’ south, longitude 0° 40’ 
east, chased a topsail schooner for about thirty hours: but the slaver escaped, 
owing to her superior sailing qualities. 

The “J. W. Reid” and “ Panchita,” well-known American slave-barques, were 
on the South Coast by the last reports, waiting till their slaves were collected. As 
their papers are genuine United States’ documents, they must of course follow the 
example of the “ Charlotte,” “ Venus,” “ Ellen,” “Wanderer,” and many other 
American vessels that in a like manner escaped in 1858. 

In fact, the Slave Trade, under the present aspect, sets ail efforts for its ~ 
extinction at defiance, being, almost without an exception, conducted under the flag 
of America. 

So great is the wholesome fear of being handed over to United States’ cruizers, 
that in some instances vessels, on being chased and boarded by Her Majesty’s 
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cruizers to verify the flag, surrender their vessels as without nationality: but these 
losses are insignificant in proportion to the number which escape and the immense 

ains. 
: Although the American men-of-war on this station have acted with considerable 
energy during the last few months, yet their services can be of small avail when, as 

ou are aware, the disposition of the squadron may be stated as follows :—‘ Cumber- 
and” (Flag), 24 guns, visits the coast for a few weeks, ee twice a-year. The 
“St. Louis,” 20, has never visited the coast to my know ee since July 1857. The 
actual cruizing is divided between the “ Marion,” 16, and the ‘‘ Vincennes,” 20: but 
for want of a depét of provisions at any other place but Porto Praya, within a few 
weeks after either of these vessels reaches St. Paul de Loanda, she is obliged to return 
for provisions to Porto Praya; and as both vessels are seldom on the coast together, 
the United States’ squadron of 80 guns is reduced to one sailing-corvette of 20, 
present about nine months out of the year. Their efforts to prevent the prostitution 
of their flag must therefore be unsuccessful. 

If the American Government could be induced to procure, by loan or otherwise, 
20 vessels similar to the 108 gun-boats now in harbour in our home ports, and if 
their vessels were manned and officered from the United States’ navy, to act in 
concert with our cruizers, the suppression of the Slave Trade would be a question 
of months only. Such joint cruizing would, 1 think, more closely cement the 
friendship that has always existed between our officers and those of the American 
cruizers, while the stigma now impressed on the United States of providing 
citizens and a flag to cover the traffic in blood would be shortly and effectually 
wiped out, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 





No. 302. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract.) “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, March 17, 1859. 

I SAILED for the Gambia on the 19th of February, and arrived there on the 
23rd, sailing on the 26th for Goree, and anchoring off that town on the 27th, in 
company with the “ St. Jean d’Acre,” bearing the flag of Commodore Protet, the 
screw dispatch-vessel ‘ Rewardine,” and the paddle-wheel steamers “Grondeur ” 
and “ Arabe.” 

At this place the French Government have erected heavy fortifications, mount- 
ing many guns, and are daily adding to the strength of the defences, although there 
is apparently little of value to protect. The garrison is composed of French soldiers, 
with some black troops, and the warlike appearance of the place is strongly in 
contrast to the utterly unfortified position of our Colonies at the Gambia and Sierra 
Leone. 

Captain Sanderson of the “ Archer,” the Senior Officer of the Bights Division, 
in reporting proceedings since the 6th of January, states that by the homeward- 
bound packet arriving off Lagos on the 8th, he received intelligence, acting on 
which he proceeded to the Brass river, and captured a fine brig of about 290 tons, 
name unknown, fitted for the Slave Trade and deserted. On the 15th of January 
“ Archer” returned to Lagos, visited Whydah on the 18th, and returned to Lagos 
on the 22nd. 

The Niger expedition steamer “ Rainbow” came in shortly afterwards, being 
unable to prosecute her voyage up the Niger beyond sixty or seventy miles; she 
proceeded across Lagos bar, finding eleven feet of water, with a single cast at the 
river end of nine feet. She is now moored close to the “ Brune,” where she will 
remain a May. Dr. Baikie and Lieutenant Glover were about to start to Rabba 
over land. 

On the 28th of January an extensive fire, which burnt a third of the native 
town of Lagos, was checked and extinguished by the officers and men of the 
“ Brune” and “ Rainbow.” 

Lagos is reported to be in a most unsettled state, in consequence of rumoured 
reparations for attack on the part of Kosoko. In my letter No. 28, I have 
orwarded for your information a Memorial from the —* and head merchants, 

requesting that the ‘“ Brune” may remain to protect them. Captain — was 

Crass A 2 
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about to place twenty Europeans on board of her, and direct Lieutenant Lodder to 
roceed up, if possible, to the head of the Lake Scaroodo, near to the market of 
gina, and ascertain if there are any preparations making by Kosoko: if there 
are none, the “ Brune” will attempt to prosecute the survey of the Victoria lagoon. 
towards Appi, and having completed that duty, is to be withdrawn from Lagos, if 
nothing urgent. prevents. 

The “ Brune” remains off the Consulate at Lagos, but will be withdrawn as 
soon after a channel across the bar is discovered as possible. 

About the 13th of December the “Brune” proceeded to Abbeokuta, in conse- 
quence of the trade being interrupted by the women (the working portion of the 
community) being prohibited from trading with our merchants. Lieutenant 
Lodder, however, pointed out to King Alake and his Chiefs that the Treaty which 
they had signed with Mr. Consul Campbell must be adhered to, and, after a tedious 
palaver, they promised to respect it for the future. The “ Brune ” remained in the 
neighbourhood to the 22nd December, and then returned to her anchorage off the 
Consulate. 

Mr. Kellow, second master of the “ Brune,” has been sounding the channels 
across the bar, finding eight feet in the boat passage and sixteen feet in the ship 
channel, for some distance until obliged to return on account of the heavy rollers ; 
the passage will be attempted when the bar is more favourable. 

With regard to the further exploration of the Victoria lagoon, Lieutenant 
Lodder thinks it possible to proceed as far as Appi. 

The “ Viper” continues to cruize between Mayumba and Killoo river. On the 
9th December she was struck by lightning, but sustained no damage. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson states that having received information from a native 
that a double shipment was intended, one at Banda Point and one at Killongo, also 
that 500 slaves had been marched down, 200 on the night of the 11th, and 300 on 
the 12th to the northward, the “ Viper” sailed on the 13th December, and dropped 
her cutter and gig to cruize off Killongo, proceeding to the northward ; on the 15th 
anchored off Banda Point; on the 20th returned to Killongo to pick up her boats, 
remaining there till the 27th of December, on which date steamed in chase of a 
vessel, proving to be the French brig “ Merle,” bound to Gaboon. 

The “ Pluto,” which left the Congo for St. Helena on the 11th December, the 
same afternoon boarded and examined the papers of the noted American slaver 
“ Panchita,” then standing into the slave barracoons at Mayumbe Grande, but was 
obliged to leave her unmolested. The “ Pluto,” however, steamed that night 
outside, anchoring in forty fathoms, twenty miles off the land, to intercept the 
“ Panchita,”’ should she ship at once, but seeing nothing of her up to the 13th, 
proceeded to St. Paul de Loanda,; arrived there on the 14th, completed coal and left 
on the 17th, steaming down as far as Benguela; arrived at St. Helena on the 
afternoon of the 30th of December, and having granted leave during her stay to 
officers and men, sailed for Ascension on the &th of January, anchoring at that 
island on the 14th. Refitted ship, made good defects, received a light deck-load of 

rovisions, and sailed for her station on the South Coast January the 24th. 

— 
No. 303. 
Commodore Wise to Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, March 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your informaticn, the copy of a Report 
from Lieutenant Lodder of the ‘‘ Brune,” reporting his proceedings on the occasion 
of visiting Kosoko at the town of Eppi, where he was sent, accompanied by the 
Niger expedition steamer “ Rainbow,” to endeavour to ascertain the intentions of 
Kosoko as regards Lagos. 

You will observe, by Lieutenant Lodder’s Report, that although there is no 
immediate cause of alarm, yet the general opinion is that Kosoko is determined to 
return to Lagos. 

There is no doubt that if the lagoon is left unguarded by a man-of-war, 
Lagos will be inevitably attacked, and our trade from that port completely 
ruined. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) , CHAS. WISE. 


te: | 
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Inclosure in No. 303. 
Lieutenant Lodder to: Captain Sanderson. 


( Extract.) Lagos, March 2, 1859. 

I ANCHORED off Eggura Market in the afternoon. The following morning, 21st, some of the head 
people of the village who were of the Tabro territory came off to the ship, and after informing Mr. Consul 
Campbell that Kosoku was preparing his war-canoes to attack Lagos, at the same time saying they were perfectly 
ready to drive Kosoko away, if they could be supported by the river; in fact, led me to believe Kosoko had not 
as much power as the Lagos people imagine; they also expressed a wish for the steamers to proceed further up 
the Lagoon, as it might prevent the people coming to their market, so I weighed and proceeded under steam, 
and anchored about half-way between Egginee and Eppi. The following day, 22nd, Tappa, one of the Chiefs 
of Kosoko, came on board and had a conference with Mr. Consul Campbell, by which I have no doubt but 
that Kosoko was preparing for hostile intentions against Lagos, and only for the timely arrival of the vessels 
prevented him from carrying his purpose into execution ; at the same time he has no doubt been led away by the 
Egbas, who I consider have been aiding Kosoko, at the same time sending information to Mr. Consul Campbell 
of Kosoko’s intentions. Mr. Campbell informed Tappa it would be no use for Kosoko to attempt coming back to 
Lagos; also the roads must. be opened to trade, and that the Slave Trade could not be revived; after which Tappa 
promised to have another meeting on board after seeing Kosoko. On the 24th, another conference was held on 
board, and I have every reason to believe that Kosoko was informed by the Egbas that the English wished him 
to return to Lagos, but after my arrival in the steamer he should not attempt to return there without the English 
were willing to receive him. P 

The “Rainbow” proceeded to Eppi on the 25th, enabled me pay a visit to Kosoko; Mr. Campbell not 
wishing the “* Brune ” to proceed, he remained on board during the “ Rainbow's” absence. On reaching Eppi, 
a message was sent to inform Kosoko that myself and officers of the Niger Expedition wished to pay him a visit, 
and after waiting some little time Tsppa came on board to conduct us on shore, accompanied by Dr. Baikie, 
Messrs. Barker and Dalton, of the Niger Expedition. I proceeded on shore, and was very much pleased in the 
way Kosoko received us ; he appeared very glad to see so many white faces around him, and after partaking of his 
hospitality he wished for a private conference. He then informed us of the Egbas telling him to prepare to 
return to Lagos ; he also said he had been living in the bush so long he was ready to go to his father’s house at 
Lagos. It was then pointed out to him the necessity of keeping quiet; that the Egbas were the people who gave 
us information of his coming to Lagos. He then said he would send a messenger to Abbeokuta, and let the 
Consul send one also ; then we might find out he was right. My opinion is that Kosoko, if he could get any one 
to assist him, would make an attempt to return to Lagos; at the same time, if a little more friendly intercourse 
was kept up between Eppi and Lagos, it would do away with Kosoko’s idea of coming back. After my visit, 
I do not think it would be advisable for the Lagoon to be without a steamer of war, as I consider by the steamer 
reaching so close to Eppi will put a stop for some little time to Kosoko’s idea. 





No. 304. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received April 27.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 25, 1859. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, a copy of a letter addressed by their Lordships’ orders to the Commander- 
in-chief on the Cape of Good Hope and Coast of Africa Station, dated the 25th of 
April, desiring him to cause an investigation to be held into the circumstances 
under which the United States’ brigantine “ Rufus Soulé” was captured and 
destroyed by Her Majesty’s ship “Viper” in the month of October last, and a 
report to be made as requested in your letter of the 21st instant. 

: I am, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY, 





Inclosure in No. 304. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, . Admiralty, April 25, 1859. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of, the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith a copy of a 
letter from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs dated the 21st instant, together with copies of its 
inclosures, relative to the capture and destruction of the United States’ brigantine “‘ Rufus Soulé,” by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Viper,” off the African coast in the month of October last ; and I am to signify their Lovtshine’ 
direction to you to cause a strict investigation to be made into all the circumstances of the case, and a report to 
be made thereon, with reference to the allegations made by tle Commander of the a sloop “ Vincennes.” 

am, &c. 


(Signed) H. CORRY. 
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No. 305. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, March 15, 1859. 

{ INCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Hodgkinson, commanding Her Majesty’s 
steam-vessel “ Viper,” detailing very fully all the circumstances connected with the 
capture of a brigantine supposed to be the “ Rufus Soulé,” = wee with copies of a 
correspondence that had taken place between Lieutenant Hodgkinson and Com- 
mander Totten, of the United States’ navy, on the subject. 

’  Thave, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 305. 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Commander Aplin. 


2 “ Viper,” uff Cabenda, November 17, 1858. 
INCLOSED with this I forward three letters from Commander B. I. Totten, of the United States’ corvette 
“ Vincennes,” and two of my own to him. 

In sending you these letters I think it as well that I should enter fully into all the details of the capture of 
the vessel in question, her destruction, and the reasons that induced me to enter at all into correspondence with 
the Commander of the “ Vincennes.” A letter from Mr. Alexander Thompson, Assistant Paymaster in charge, 
the officer who accompanied me, and was present during all the proceedings, also accompanies these letters. 

On the 5th of October, having been provisioned by Commodore Wise, I stuod in to the southward of the 
Prometheus Shoal, anchored, and the next morning dispatched the cutter of this ship towards the Killoo river: a 
native, however, having come off from Kilongo, and informed me that in consequence of the strict watch kept at 
the Kilongo and Killoo the slave-traders had changed their place of shipment, and intended shipping at Banda 
Point, the cutter which had not got out of signal distance was recalled, her orders changed, and she went to Banda 
Point. 

On Sunday, 10th October, seeing a sail at some distance to the south, I steamed and came up to Captam 
Aplin, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Hecla,” who had orders to send me to Loanda: having communicated, I went 
down, under sail, to pick up the cutter. I had to anchor in the night, as the current was setting us too much 
in-shore ; in the morning steam was raised and we went on. Having come down to Banda Point nothing could be 
made out of the boat ; at last, however, at about 11 o'clock A.M., a brigantine was seen, and shortly afterwards the 
cutter in chase. 

The brigantine held on her course close to the wind on the starboard tack, which at 1°20 brought her down 
close tous. She had the American flag flying, and although her name, which had been most conspicuously displayed 
on boards with gilt letters, had disappeared, and the name entirely obliterated from the stern, we had no difficulty 
in making her out to be the “ Rufus Soulé,” the vessel that I had visited on a previous occasion. Having the 
communication of the British Government (of the 22nd July) with me, I boarded, and having read that to the 
captain, I taxed him with being engaged in the Slave Trade. I asked him, then, if he had any objection to his 
crew being mustered by the articles. He said that he had none, and out of the whole crew on board there was 
4 one seaman that answered to his name on the paper, and he was the sole American seaman on board the 
ship. 

. I then left the “ Rufus Soulé,” as the cutter had returned, leaving Mr. Thompson on board. 

It seemed, from the report of the gunner in charge of the cutter, that the vessel had anchored close in to the 
land, to the northward of Banda Point, in the night of the 10th; was made out in the morning, and chased, when 
she slipped her anchor and made off; however, she was chased and boarded. 

At first the captain denied that she had ever been seen by the “ Viper,” and called attention to the fact of the 
vessel having no name upon her. However, he was assured that it was the same vessel. 

The boat left after having told the captain that the “ Viper” was some few miles to the northward. This he 
believed, and stood to the southward. 

Just as I was going to return, I saw the American flag and papers thrown overboard. No influence on my 
part was used towards the captain to induce him to commit this act, with the exception of informing him that, from 
correct information, he was a slaver ; neither were any threats or inducements held out by Mr. Thompson. To 
use the expression of the captain, it was best to choose the least of two evils. He dare not come under the hands 
of his own countrymen, so he gave up his right to protection. Another thing operated, perhaps, more strongly on 
his mind as to that act than any outward force I could bring to bear upon him. In this case it was not, as is 
ustial in most vessels taken in this manner, that the balance of power is equally divided ; that is, that the American 
portion of the crew are equal in numbers, or nearly so, to the Spanish. Here all the power was in the hands 
of the Spaniards, who eutirely governed the Americans, only three in number: the captain, the mate (a Swede, 
though, according to his own account, a naturalized citizen of the United States), and one seaman. One seaman, 
American, died, from sheer brutality and neglect, three days before her capture. Constantly had there been 
disputes, and the Spaniards had threatened, the moment the slaves were shipped, to do away with the Americans. 
‘This I found afterwards to be what worked on the captain’s mind more than anything we could have said to him, 
and made him fall such an easy prey. 

After the vessel’s papers and colours were thrown away, my boat’s crew came in, and the hatches were opened. 
She was as fully equipped as a slaver as any vessel could oe never, however, in all my experience of vessels 
taken out here, saw one s0 ill-found. She was upwards of eighteen years old, and leaky. 

Having one prize-crew already away, and as I should not have been justified in sending this vessel to Sierra 
Leone without a large crew, I had her surveyed and destroyed. 

The prisoners, with the exception of three Spaniards who went in the “ Vesuvius” for conveyance to Sierra 
Leone, to be sent to the Grand Canaries, and the American captain, were landed at Cabinda, The captain went 
to the States in she barque “Seamew,” that I found at Kinsembo on Sunday, the 17th October. 


Sir, 
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On the 22nd October, being at anchor at Loanda, the “ Vincennes” arrived in the ‘afternoon, and in the 
evening, at 7 p.M., I received the communication No.1. Having well considered the matter, and finding that the 
tone of the letter was civil, and related to proceedings anterior to the capture of the vessel, I determined to answer 
the questions contained in it. I thought that if I did not do so any angry feelings that might be engendered by 
the taking of the vessel would be redoubled, and acts doubtless imputed to officers in Her Majesty's service which 
had never been committed. I may say that in this opinion I was backed up by the advice of Mr. Gabriel, the 
Commissioner at Loanda. When, however, I found that matters were being opened by the Commander of the 
“Vincennes” which did not concern hit, as the vessel bad forfeited her nationality, I thought it as well to hint 
quietly that the letters must cease. 

This vessel, from the captain's statement, was privately sold; that is, no transfer of either register or articles 
took place: the old crew were paid off, a fresh one entered, and that the papers, articles and all, were got from the 
American Consul by means of money furnished by a Sefior Toriento. The Consul’s name was not to the re-entered 
crew, although it ws to the crew paid off. 

In conclusion, I bez to assure the Commander-in-chief that the confidential Memorandum of their Lordships, 
ed _ Articles of the Treaties with regard to the boarding of vessels carrying a flag fraudulently, were strictly 
adhered to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. B. HODGKINSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 305. 
Mr. Thompson to Lieutenant Hodgkinson. 
Sir, “ Viper,” off Banda Point, October 11, 1858. 
BEING ordered to proceed in your company as a witness to board a brigantine, I beg to state that the 
following proceedings took place :— 
Ist. You taxed the captain that his vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, and that you had information 
from the British Government, as also from a native at Kilongo ; which he denied. 
2ndly. You then asked him if he had any objection to produce his papers. He said he had none, and produced 
them accordingly ; when you again asked him if he had any objection to his crew being mustered. He said he 
had none. This you ordered me to do; but on calling over their names, of which there were thirteen, only one 
answered, at which the captain appeared confused. 
3rdly. You then told the captain that all the circumstances combined made your suspicions already entertained 
still stronger, and that you would remain by him and give him two hours to consider what he would do, and 
repaired on board the ‘‘ Viper” to hear the report of the officer in charge of the cutter, which had returned b 
this time, leaving me on board to convey or answer any wish that the captain might have to offer, as also to watc 
proceedings. 
4thly. Shortly after you left, the mate, a naturalized American, came to me and said that he hoped I would 
protect him and his property. I asked him what he meant. He replied, saying, It’s no use, for yon know what 
we are. I then taxed him with the ship's being an illegal trader; and he said yes, the vessel was. A few minutes 
after this took place, you sent a message to me to ask the captain to go about, as we were drifting too close in 
shore. This he did, but, on his giving the necessary orders, I noticed that the crew appeared perfectly indifferent 
as to whether they obeyed them or not, which I pointed out to him, when he replied: It’s no use, I'll give her up 
to you as a slaver, and choose the least of two evils, provided the Americans are protected (of whom there were 
three, including himself). This, empowered by you, I offered him. He then threw overboard, voluntarily, his 
papers and colours. I then waved for a boat, and at about 2°30 p.m. you returned, when I handed over to you a 
vessel, name unknown, having no papers and claiming no nationality, but believed to be the “ Fufus Sou/é.” 
5thly. Her hatches were then opened by you, and from her fittings, such as closets being fixed to her sides, 
and stank cut so as to be put down at a moment's notice, and which had evidently been placed ~ a very short 
time before, together with a large quantity of rice and water, this, in your opinion, constituted a slaver, and she 
was taken possession of accordingly. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER THOMPSON, 
Assistant Paymaster, in charge of H.M.S. “ Viper.” 





No. 306. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, March 15, 1859. 

1 INCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
copies of a correspondence relative to the boarding of the French barque “Chance,” 
by the “ Hydra,” on the 22nd September, 1858. 

The fact of the “Chance” having shown no colours, seems to afford quite 
sufficient reason for Commander Hamilton’s desire to ascertain her nationality. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 306. y 


Commander Hamilton to Commodore Wise. 


r, . “ Hydra,” Sierra Leone, October 2, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that, at 0-30 p.m. on the 22nd September, being then about fifty miles 
from Sierra Leone, a sail was observed on the port bow, and chased. At 7°50 p.m. we came up with her about 
three or four miles from Sierra Leone Light, and on the point of anchoring. As she had shown no colours, 
although not more than four miles off at sunset, and ours had been flying some time, and had also altered course 
several times, I sent the Senior Lieutenant to ascertain her nationality. On examining her colours and papers, 
and finding her to be the French barque “Chance,” from Marseilles, Lieutenant Croke immediately left her, 
having first offered to enter his visit in the log, which was declined by the master, who also had no complaint to 
make. a 

T also beg to inclose a copy of the statement made by Lieutenant Cae Se agi officer. 

nave, 


Ce 
(Signed) R. VESEY HAMILTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 306. 
Statement. 


“ Hydra,” off Sierra Leone, September 22, 1858. 
AT 8 p.m. boarded a barque; found her to be the French barque “Chance,” from Marseilles, bound to 
Sierra Leone. No complaint made. Looked at papers and ensign, and offered to insert my visit in his log, which 
he declined. 


(Signed) LEWIS M. CROKE, Senior Lieutenant. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 306. 
Governor Hill to Commander Hamilton. 


Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, September 27, 1858. 
I SEND, for your information, a letter received from the French Vice-Consul. 

I have explaiaed to the Vicomte de Villoutrays that I have no control of the squadron, and his letter should 
properly have been addressed to the Naval Commander-in-chief; but as he had made me the medium of commu- 
nication, I would forward his letter to you, and should you favour me with a reply 1 would transmit the same for 
his information. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 306. 


M. de Villoutrays to Governor Hill. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Sierra Leone, September 25, 1858. 
THE Captain of the French barque “Chance,” from Marseilles, at the present anchored at Cape Sierra 
Leone, informs me, by writing, that at half-past 8 in the evening of the 22nd instant an officer of the steamer 
Be ing l ——— Hamilton, of Her Britannic Majesty, came on board, and inquired for the papers and flag 
of the vessel. 

Your Excellency knows that the Treaties of 1831, 1833, and 1845, respecting the right of search and the 
inspecting of the flags, are considered as repealed in the fact of their not having been renewed; and I am convinced 
that your Excellency is of the same opinion as myself, that it is advisable, as much as possible, to avoid involving 
our respective Governments in difficulties 7 a nature likely to compromise their friendly relations. 

have, &c. : 


(Signed) VICTE. DE VILLOUTRAYS, Vice-Consul for France. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 306. 


Commander Hamilton to Governor Hill. 
| 


Sir, “ Hydra,” Sierra Leone, September 27, 1858. 

_ I HAVE the honour to acknowlege the receipt of your ‘letter of this day's date, inclosing a letter from the 
Viscount de Villoutrays, the French Vice-Consul, and in reply I beg. to inform you, that after chasing the vessel 
all day we arrived within four miles of her before sunset. She showed no colours, which would have been plainly 
seen, in reply to ours, which had been flying some time, and on closing her at 8 P.m., I deemed it necessary to 
send an officer to ascertain her nationality. Qn examining her papers and ensign, and finding the vessel was 
French, the officers immediately quitted; and I cannot but express great surprise at the master of the vessel 
complaining to the Consul of the visit, as he must have known that without boarding, after dusk, it was impossible 
we could tell the vessel's nation. And he also declined to allow the boarding-officer to enter the notification in 
the vessel’s log-book, and had no complaint to make at the time; having, on the contrary, been remarkably civil to 
the boarding-officer, whom he also consulted with regard to the safety of the anchorage. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. VESEY HAMILTON. 
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No. 307. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received May 7.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 4, 1859. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, a copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey, 
dated the ith March, No. 41, requesting to be informed whether the Liberian 
Government, or the subordinate Chiefs in the Liberian territory, with whom, 

revious to the annexation of their country by Liberia, Her Majesty’s Government 
hind Treaties for the prevention of the Slave Trade, are to be held responsible for 
breaches of the same; and I am tu request you will move the Earl of Malmesbury 
to favour my Lords with instructions on the subject. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 





inclosure in No. 307. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “« Boscawen,” Simon’s Bay, March 15, 1859. 
COMMODORE WISE, in his letter to me of the 26th of November, 1858, of which a copy was forwarded 
by him to you, has raised a question whether the Liberian Government, or the subordinate Chiefs in the Liberian 
territory with whom, previously to the annexation of their country, we had Slave Treaties, are to be held respon- 
sible for the breach of these Treaties. It appears also that the President of Liberia had asked that a British 
steamer of war might carry his troops to the Manna River in February last, in order that he might punish the 
Chiefs for having sold slaves to the French vessel “ Phoenix.” 

I have not been informed by Commodore Wise what. answer he returned to this application ; but it appears to 
me that while it would be desirable that we should support the Liberian Government in their attempt to prevent 
the sale and exportation of slaves, it would not be wise to embark in any expedition with such allies without 
employing such a force as would, even without their assistance, overcome all opposition. 

I shall be glad to receive the instructions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for my guidance in 
this matter. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 308. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, March 15, 1859. 

I HAVE received from Commodore Wise copies of his letters Nos. 54 and 
76’of 1858, and No. 4 of 1859, addressed to you, inclosing the able report of 
Commodore Close, of the “ Trident,” of his proceedings in the Rio Pongas. 

Their Lordships will thus have learnt that the report of Lieutenant Vallon of 
the existence of the fort were correct to a certain extent; but it appears, from 
Commander Close’s observations, that with an adequate force the slaves in the 
barracoons might be seized, the factory, and Mrs. Lightbourne herself, captured. 

The Treaty with the former King of the Pongas, now ratified by his successor 
King Catley, gives us an uoduahtet right to adopt this measure, which would 
seem to be the only thing wanting to the final suppression of the Slave Trade on 
the North Division. 

To insure the success of the attempt, two gun-boats of light draught of water 
are, in my opinion, essential with them, and, at a proper season, I should not 
apprehend failure or‘any serious loss. 

I have, &c. | 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. | 
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‘ No. 309. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received May 10 ) 


Sir, ‘Admiralty, May 9, 1859. 

[ AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
you that Commander Bowden, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Medusa,” in a letter dated 
the Ist of March, at Badagry, in the Bight of Benin, has reported that on anchoring 
off that place, he perceived a vessel in-shore without any colours flying, and that 
considering she might be engaged in Slave Trade he caused her to be boarded ; but 
finding her to be the American barque “Catherine,” and apparently a legal trader, 
he did not interfere with her. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


No. 310. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 20, 1859. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to request that you will inform the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that his Lordship has had under his 
consideration your letters of the 10th of February last and 6th instant, with 
their inclosures, from Commodore Wise, Commander Close, and Rear-Admiral 
the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey, relative to the attempt proposed to be made for the 
destruction of the slave barracoons in the Pongas river; and I am to request that 
you will state to their a that the intelligence contained in these papers 
confirms Lord Malmesbury in the opinion already expressed in the letter addressed 
to the Board of Admiralty from this Department on the 18th of January last, as to 
the expediency of an expedition being undertaken for the purpose of destroying the 
slave barracoons. 

His Lordship desires me, however, at the same time, to express his hope that 
the proposed expedition will not be attempted unless To by gun-boats, as 
recommended by Commander Close and Hane-Adiiral Sir F. Grey, and by a force 
sufficient to insure its success and to render any resistance hopeless. 

I am, &c. : 
(Signed) W. S. V. FITZGERALD. 


No. 311. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Scr, ** Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, March 21, 1859. 

THE report of Commodore Wise dated the 20th of January, 1859, has already 
so fully laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the state of the 
Slave Trade and the measures adopted for its suppression in the year 1858, that I 
have little to add to it. 








West Coast. 


2. The revival of the Slave Trade in 1857, chiefly under the American flag, 
accompanied by the adoption by France of an organized scheme for purchasing 
slaves, produced their natural consequences in reviving in the breasts of the native 
Chiefs the desire to return to the practice of selling the slaves which they obtain by 
their exciting slave-hunts and wars. 

3. The efforts of Her Majesty’s cruizers, considering the difficulties they have 
had to contend with, had been more successful than could have been anticipated in 
checking the shipment of slaves, since the slavers had not then the confidence in 
the protection of the American flag which they have since acquired. 

As a proof of this it may be mentioned that in 1857, six vessels at least were 
on the West Coast under Spanish colours, while we have no information of any 
having been seen on the coast under that flag in 1858. 

4, The discussions in Parliament; and the published correspondence between 
the Governments of Great Britain and the United States, soon, however, removed all 
doubt from the minds of the lawless traders, and though in some instances the fear 
of being delivered to the American cruizers induced the nominal American master 
to divest the vessel of her assumed nationality and to yield her as a prize, others 
have shipped their slaves and run openly past Her Majesty's cruizers, one (the 
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“ Ellen”) having undoubtedly a cargo of slaves under her closed hatches when 
boarded by the “ Medusa.” 

5. While the American flag was thus in the most unblushing manner made to 
cover the nefarious practices of the slave-dealers, the efforts of the American 
cruizers have been so limited by the small number of vessels visiting the coast, and 
their long absences from the scene of action, that three slavers only have been seized 
by them and sent to America for adjudication, in the same period that thirty-three 
vessels have been captured by British cruizers. 

6. The accompanying summary, necessarily very imperfect, embodies all the 
most authentic information I have been able to obtain. 

7. By it, it ig oe that of seventy-one vessels positively known to be engaged in 
the Slave Trade, forty-two were captured on their first trip and five on their second 
trip. Ten are also known to have landed their cargoes in Cuba amounting to about 
4,000 slaves, and ten others are credibly said to have escaped from the coast with 
about 5,600. _Of the 4,000 landed in Cuba one cargo of 610 (“‘ Minnetonka”) was 
certainly shipped on the East Coast of Africa, and another of 650 (‘‘ E. Rawlins”) 

robably from the same quarter; thus leaving 2,740 of the number known to have 
anded as probably coming from the West Coast. 

8. But in sdidition to these ten others are unaccounted for: one was by the last 
accounts in the Congo, others are probably on the coast, and some may have gone 
to the East Coast. 

9. There have also been several other vessels occasionally reported as 
suspicious, that may have in some instances succeeded in carrying off cargoes. 

10. Whether all that have done so, have landed their cargoes in Cuba may be 
doubted. 

11. I have no means of judging whether it is possible that any may have been 
landed in any part of the Brazilian territory; but it is now known that one cargo 
has been landed in Georgia, in the territory of the United States itself, by the 
“ Wanderer.” 

12. The proceedings of this vessel as detailed by Commodore Wise, are a 
striking proof of the little respect that is paid by the slavers to the Jaws of the 
United States, and the little fear they have of their cruizers. 

13. It will be seen by the abstract that of the seventy-one vessels positivel 
known to be engaged, sixty-two sailed under the American flag, and of those whic 
succeeded in shipping cargoes, eleven were boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers, one 
of them actually having slaves on board. 

16. It is, hevelore: conclusively proved that if the United States acted vigo- 
rously in carrying ont the engagements contracted by them in the Treaty of 
Washington, the Slave Trade could not flourish in the manner it now does ; and it 
it is to be hoped that the proceedings of the “ Wanderer,” which have shown that 
the disgraceful Traffic in Slaves is now no longer confined to Cuba, but has been 
introduced into the United States’ territory itself, will rouse the people of those 
States to a more just sense of what they owe both to humanity and to their Treaty 
engagements with Great Britain. 

‘17. On the subject of French emigration it is needless to speak, since ample 
information, both of the manner in which it is carried on and of its effects, has 
repeatedly been laid before their Lordships. 

18. It is gratifying, in contrast with the disheartening facts stated above, to 
find that in the Bights, legitimate trade is again asserting its superiority over the 
Slave Trade, and that the ill effects produced by the French attempt to procure 
emigrants has only partially affected it. 

I have no doubt that the presence of the “ Brune” in the Victoria Lagoon has 
been most beneficial. 

19, On the north coast, with the exception of Mrs. Lightbourne’s establishment 
in the Pongas, and that of Faber, there is no reason to believe that there is any 
preparation for shipping slayes. It is at the same time beyond a doubt that but for 
the presence of British cruizers, attempts would be made by several of the Chiefs, 
who look back with regret to the times when they enjoyed the excitement and profit 
of the Trade, 

20. The great reduction in the force of the squadron will make it difficult to 
appropriate as many vessels as are required to keep up an efficient watch, and I 
aout hail with satisfaction the arrival of some small gun-boats which could 
ascend the rivers when waaipaapat & 

21. There is one point to which 1 beg to call the attention of their Lordships ; 

Crass A, - 2G 
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it is with reference to the disposal of the crews of vessels seized and sent for adju- 
dication before an Admiralty Court. 

22. By the Treaty with Spain, all Spanish subjects are sent to the Canar 
Islands, but I am not aware that any instructions have been given under whic 
foreigners, whose nationality is not proved, can be sent before any Court for trial. 

23. Our Treaties with France and America do not appear to contemplate the 
capture of any subjects of those countries by British cruizers, and no provision 
is made for the case in which they are found on board vessels claiming no 
nationality. 

24. Their Lordships are aware that the practice has been to land the crews of 
these vessels with the exception of those persons necessary for their condemnation 
on the coast, and they are thus at liberty to resume their nefarious employment. 

25. Commodore Wise has called the attention of commanding officers to their 
instructions requiring that Spaniards should be sent to Sierra Leone for transmission 
to Cram Canary, but the question arises how is the nationality of these men to be 
proved. 

I presume that neither France nor America would hesitate to receive and try 
their subjects who were proved to have formed part of the crew of vessels condemned 
as slavers, but I am not aware whether any power exists by which those persons 
i no nationality, and under the protection of no flag, could be brought to 
trial. 

27. A difficulty may also arise as to the Spanish passengers, in which character 
the real master and crew of slavers are often found. 

28. The impunity with which the crews of slavers now carry on the Trade 
must afford great encouragement to it, and I therefore submit the question to 
their Lordships whether measures might not be devised which would subject them 
to punishment. 


East Coast. 


29. I have no positive information of the shipment of any cargoes for the West 
Indies, but the facilities for doing so are so great that I can scarcely believe it 
possible that some have not been made. ‘The force employed upon the station is 
utterly inadequate to prevent them. 

30. But we have abundant proof that the conveyance of slaves to Madagascar 
and the Comoro Islands has been carried on in Arab dhows to a considerable 
extent. Thecaptures made by the “ Lyra” afford sufficient proof of the fact. 

31. I am also led to believe, from the circumstances proved in the case of the 
“ Flor de Mocambique,” that, although acquitted by the Mixed Commission Court, 
slaves were clandestinely carried by that vessel, and that it is not improbable that 
a small coasting-trade is surreptitiously indulged in by vessels employed otherwise 
in legal trade. There has also been lately received from Captain Rigby, the Agent 
of the Indian Government at Zanzibar, information that a considerable trade in 
slaves is carried on from the territory of the Sultan of Zanzibar to the Red Sea, in 
defiance of his attempts to prevent it. 

The cessation of the importation of negroes into Bourbon will check the trade 
carried on by the dhows to the Comoro Islands, but it will probably lead to increased 
shipments for Cuba, unless the coast can be more effectually watched than it is at 
present. In my report of last year the case of the ‘‘ Minnelonka” was mentioned, 
and, from the information obtained by Mr. McLeod of her proceedings, which I have 
now read for the first time in the Blue Blook laid before Parliament, I have no 
doubt that Inhambane is the place called by the mate Chapman or Chapone, and 
that that place, with the neighbourhood of Ibo and the coast to the northward will 
be the chief resorts of the slavers. 

The “ Persian,” “Lynx,” and “Lyra,” are now allotted to the Mozambique 
Channel, but the want of any depét of provisions or coals nearer than Mauritius or 
Natal sadly interferes with their usefulness. 

In conclusion, I have only to express my conviction that it would be most 
impolitic to relax in the slightest degree our efforts until the United States and 
France adopt measures that will relieve our cruizers from the most difficult part of 
their duty, and I trust that the squadron may be maintained, both as to efficiency 
and numbers, in a state equal to that in which it was at the commencement of last 
year. 

I have, &c. 
. (Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No. 311. 


Rerurn of Vessexs engaged in the Slave Trade, of which information has been obtained during the Years 1857 and 1858. 
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The preceding 59 vessels are those of which information was given by Mr. Crawford. 
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Return of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, &c.—continued. 
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Of the vessels of which we had certain information, seventy- 
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No. 312. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.— Received May 22.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 21, 1859. 

HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter 
of the 20th instant, stating that the Earl of Malmesbury is of opinion that it will 
be expedient to endeavour to destroy the slave-barracooons in the River Pongas, 
but that his Lordship hopes that such an expedition will not be attempted niles 
accompanied by gun-boats, as recommended by Rear-Admiral Grey and Commander 
Close, of Her Majesty’s ship “Trident,” | by a force sufficient to insure its 
success, and to render any resistance hopeless; [ am commanded by their Lord- 
ships to acquaint you that there are not any gun-boats on the Coast of Africa of 
the description apparently required by Admiral Grey to be used in the attack 
on the barracoons of the Pongas river, and that it would be extremely inconvenient 
to send out vessels expressly for this service, and which would be wholly unfit for 
permanent service there. 

My Lords will, however, send a copy of your letter to the Admiral commanding 
on the African Station with directions to him to carry out Lord Malmesbury’s 
wishes, if the Admiral considers that it can be safely and effectively done at the 
proper season with the means which may be at his disposal. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





No. 313. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received June 10.) 


Sir, Admiralty, June 9, 1859. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 20th ultimo and its inclosures, respecting 
a boy named Stephen Beckley, who states that he was taken from Sierra Leone 
in the French steamer “ Jeanne,” and landed at Cayenne as an emigrant, and 
requesting that the officer in command of the ‘‘Teazer” might be called on for a 
report of the circumstances attending the boarding of the “ Jeanne” by an officer 
from the “'Teazer ;” I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to send you, herewith, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, a 
copy of letters dated 3rd and 7th instant, from Lieutenant Grubbe, the officer 
commanding the “'Teazer,” reporting the particulars of the boarding of the 
Jeanne.” 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 


aa ee 
Inclosure 1 in No. 313. 


Lieutenant Grubbe to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Cressy,” Portland, June 7, 1859. 
WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter of the 61h instant, I have the honour to state that the French 
screw-steamer “ Jane” or “ Jeanne” was boarded in the first instance by Mr. John Evans, Assistant Paymaster 
of Her Majesty's ship “ Teazer,” who, I understand, has since left Her Majesty’s service. 
On learning from Mr. Evans the purpose for which the said steamer had touched at Cape Mount I visited 
her myself. 
T tertatidy made no inquiries about any of the passengers or emigrants she had on board, not considering that 
I had any authority to do so, more goose | as she had just left Sierra Leone, and carried a written protection 
from the Governor of that Colony ; nor can I charge my memory with ever having heard either from Mr. John 
Evans, nor from the Captain of the screw-steamer “ Jane” or “ Jeanne,” nor from any one, the name of the lad 
Stephen Berkeley, until receiving their Lordships’ letter of the 23rd of pte ao 
i ave, &c. 
(Signed) WALTER J. H. GRUBBE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 313.. 


Lieutenant Grubbe to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Cressy,” Portland, June 3, 1859. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd of May, 1859, I have the honour to state that in the autumn of 
1855 (the precise date I am unable to ascertain), Her Majesty's ship “ Teazer ” was at anchor off Cape Mount 
when a French screw-steamer called the ‘ Jane,” Captain’s name Chevalier, came in and anchored. She was 
boarded by an officer from Her Majesty's ship “ Teazer.” 
The Captain stated that he was collecting emigrants for French Guiana, and showed me a protection given 
him by Lieutenant-Colonel Stephen John Hill, the Governor of Sierra Leone. 
During her stay I heard of no complaints from any of the emigrants she had collected; on the contrary, 
they appeared very contented and happy. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER J. H. GRUBBE. 





No. 314. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1859. 

I HAVE laid before the Earl of Malmesbury your letter of the 4th ultimo, 
inclosing a copy of a despatch from Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. W, Grey, 
in which he requests to be informed whether the Liberian Government, or the 
subordinate Chiefs in the Liberian territory, with whom previous to the annexation of 
their country to Liberia Her Majesty’s Government had Treaties for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, should be held responsible for breaches of those Treaties; and 
in reply, I am to state to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that Lord Malmesbury having consulted the proper Law Officer of 
the Crown upon the question submitted in Admiral Grey's letter, has been advised 
that if the territories of the native Chiefs who are in the position referred to by 
that officer have been absolutely incorporated into that of Liberia without reserva- 
tion, so that they have no separate and independent sovereignty or power, and if 
Her Majesty’s Government has assented to or recognized this state of things, then 
the Treaties which existed between them and Her Majesty before such incorpora- 
tion must be considered as merged in and practically superseded by any existing 
Treaty between Her Majesty’s Government and the Republic of Liberia relating to 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, and the Cniefs cannot, then, be considered as 
separately responsible to Her Majesty’s Government in respect of any acts done, or 
permitted, since such incorporation. 

The Liberian Government would, in this event, be solely responsible to Her 

Majesty’s Government for all acts done or permitted within its territory by those 
who de facto, and in relation to all foreign nations, were at the time subject to its 
sovereign authority. 
, No information, however, exists at this office as to such incorporation into 
Liberian territory, or as to their recognition by Her Majesty’s Government, and 
Lord Malmesbury is, therefore, unable to say how far the Chiefs themselves or the 
Liberian Government must be held responsible for breaches of Treaties. 

As regards the punishment of the Chiefs of Manna Rock for supplying the 
French ship “ Phoenix” with so-called free emigrants, which appears to have given 
rise to the question submitted in Admiral Grey’s letter, Lord Malmesbury desires 
me to state that he does not think that it would be advisable, considering the 
length of time that has elapsed, that a British naval force should take part in any 
operations which may be contemplated by the Liberian Government for this 
purpose, and the less so now, as that Government will on the arrival of the 
schooner “ Quail” themselves have the means of preventing a repetition of similar 
proceedings on the part of the native Chiefs, 

T am, &e. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 
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| No. 315. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Vesuvius,” Lagos, April 24, 1859. 

IT is my painful duty to report the death of Mr. Campbell, late Her Majesty’s 
Consul for the Bight of Benin. , 

2. This event has occurred at a time when his services were most urgently 
required. The spirit of slave-trading is fairly roused throughout the Bights of 
Benin. Kosoko is exciting the Chiefs who formerly were great slave-dealers to join 
him in an attack upon Lagos, in order that he may be reinstated in that town, and 
again establish it as the focus of slave-trading ; by bribes it is said he has succeeded 
in securing assistance, when required, from the Chiefs of Abbeokuta and others in the 
neighbourhood ; by his influence he prevailed upon the Kings of Porto Novo and 
Jaboo to prohibit, on pain of death, all legitimate traffic, and it required a demon- 
ee of force in Her Majesty’s steamer “ Brune,” off the former town, to re-open 
trade. 

3. In another letter I have explained the cause of these general disturbances. 
I feel convinced that to effectually check the intentions of the Native Chiefs and 
suppress their efforts to re-open the Slave Trade, strong measures will before long: 
be required. A blockade of the coast, if the trade is finally stopped, would be 
effective; but, above all, the occupation of Whydah by a British force would go far 
towards totally suppressing the Siave Trade in the Bights. 

4. If Lagos was at once claimed as British territory, Kosoko, or any other 
Native Chief, would never dream of attacking the town, knowing it to be an English 
possession ; hundreds of fugitive slaves would seek the protection of the English 
flag and prove trusty allies, by whose assistance the town would shortly be placed 
in a state of defence. Kosoko is at present well aware that the “ Brune” being 
withdrawn from the Lagos Lagoon, is at his mercy; he also knows that the inhabi- 
tants are favourable to him, and would rejoice in his restoration, were it only for 
the opportunity afforded of pillaging the stores of the British merchants. 

5. The occupation of Lagos as a British settlement is what I strongly recom- 
mend. A vessel like the “ Brune” to anchor off the town, and 100 Black troops, 
would prove an ample defence, especially if a couple of light earthworks were 
constructed with guns to command the Lagoon. 

6. In conclusion, the more energetic and constant are our efforts to combat the 
intentions of the Chiefs, the sooner will legal commerce be developed, civilization 
spread, and Slave Trade suppressed. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 316. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Triton,” off Mesel, May 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I captured a schooner, name unknown, 
about fifteen miles off Mesel, this day, without papers or colours, manned by 
fourteen persons, who refused to claim any nation, and being ordered to St. Helena, 
soe a to convoy the prize to that island myself, for adjudication, as per form 
inclosed. 

With the assistance of Mr. Gabriel, Commissioner at St. Paul de Loanda, the 
following particulars were obtained from out of her crew, who stated that the vessel 
sailed from Cardenas, in Cuba, in February last, and that she was called the 
“ Regla;” she left that port at night, without having been visited or dispatched by 
the authorities, having on board a complete slave cargo, ready for reception of about 
350 slaves, which he imagines were to have been shipped at Mazula, and her slave- 
deck was laid during the voyage. She made the land on the Ist instant to the 
southward of Rio Longo, and ran to the northward for three days, keeping the 
coast (Portuguese territories) in view, and arrived off Mazula on the 3rd, on which 
day the captain (said to be an American) landed, sending orders for the schooner to 
return the following day ; also that this captain had previously run two cargoes of 
slaves, 
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I was unable to ascertain his name, but when he landed he was seen to take an 
American ensign with him. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 317. : 
Lieutenant Simpson to Commander Courtenay. 


Sir, “‘ Pluto,” River Congo, April 25, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that at 4 p.m. on the 23rd instant, while at 
anchor ten miles to the southward of Magna Grand, | observed a barque standing 
to the southward, with a light breeze from the westward. I did not weigh then or 
take any notice of her, but on the following morning at daylight I saw her at 
anchor off Magna Grand, and immediately on perceiving Her Majesty’s ship under 
my command weighed and made all sail to the northward. I then weighed, under 
steam, in chase, and at 4:30 p.m. came up with her, and observing by the name on 
her quarter (appareutly just fresh painted), that she was the ‘ Ardennes,” of which 
vessel I had had information through the Consul at the Havana, I, in company 
with Mr. Hay, Assistant Paymaster in charge, boarded her, and on my asking for 
her register it was immediately produced by the master; but I was not at all 
satisfied as to its authenticity, it being, as he said, only a temporary one from 
Jacksonville. I then asked him if he had any objection to my seeing his other 
papens he hesitated at first, but ultimately produced them (I at the sume time told 
him I did not claim, but wished, to see them). I from them ascertained he bought 
the vessel from Havana, and had been required by the United States’ Consul at that 
port to proceed to Jacksonville, or some other seaport in the United States, for a 
register. On arrival at Jacksonville the vessel had been seized by the authorities 
on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and after a lengthened trial had 
been acquitted. 

On requiring the master to explain how it was he had only three Americans 
on his crew list out of fourteen men, he produced authority from the Notary Public 
of Florida to carry his present crew, but on that paper it was distinctly stated he 
was bound to the Canaries instead of the Congo, where he told me he was bound to, 
and could give no satisfactory reason for not having gone to the Canaries, which, 
in connection with my having discovered he had sighted the Congo the day before, 
and on learning from a Cabenda boat that there was an American man-of-war off 
Shark’s Point had stood to the southward, determined me to accompany him to the 
Congo and communicate my suspicions to the American man-of-war at that place. 
I did not detain or molest her, except on the following morning, when at anchor in 

_company with her off Point Padron, observing her about to weigh with a strong 
land breeze, | told the master I should not allow him to proceed anywhere except 
up the Congo until I had communicated with the American man-of-war, which I 
did as soon as possible; and at the request of Commander Brent, of the United 
States’ corvette ‘‘ Marion,” gave him an account, in writing, of my proceedings in 
connection with the “ Ardennes” (a copy of which [ inclose). Upon receiving it he 
immediately sent and took charge of her, and expressed his entire satisfaction at 
what I had done. 

| afterwards examined the barque’s papers with Commander Brent, and 
discovered that her register and all papers procured in America had been obtained 
under false pretences by the master, making an affidavit that he was bound to 
Santa Cruz and the Island of Teneriffe, and not to the Coast of Africa. 

Commander Brent informed me it was his intention to send the “ Ardennes” to 
New York. 

The boarding officers’ report is herewith inclosed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 317. 
Lieutenant Simpson to Commander Brent, U.S.N. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” River Congo, April 25, 1859. 

I HAVE much pleasure in forwarding, 2t your request, a statement of the particulars of boarding the 
American barque “Ardennes.” 

I first sighted the “Ardennes” on the 23rd instant, about 4 p.m., to the northward of Magna Grand, when 
she was standing to the suuthwdtd with a light breeze from the westward; did not chase or take any further notice 
of her that evening. At daylight the following morning observed her at anchor, and shortly afterwards weigh, 
and stand to the northward, evidently having observed Her Majesty's ship under my command. Concluding from 
her movements that she was trving to avoid me, I weighed under steam at 9 A.M., and proceeded in chase; at 4 
p.M. I boarded her, accompinied by Mr. Hay, the Assistant Paymaster in charge; examined her register, which 
though it did not appear to me correct, I did not detain or molest her. ‘This vessel I have previously had informa- 
tion of from the Havana. The master, on my asking if he had any objection to show his other papers, after a 
little hesitation said, ‘‘No” (I at the same time telling him I did not claim to see them). From the papers 
produced, my suspicions were further increased, as I saw by them he had cleared out for the Canaries, and had 
not visited them. Opon this, | determined to accompany the “ Ardennes” to the Congo, and communicate my 
suspicions to you. 

I have not taken charge, or in any way interfered with her, except telling the captain this morning, when at 
anchor off Point Padron, when I found he was about to weigh with a strong land breeze, that I could not allow him 
to proceed to any port except the Congo, to which place he had told me he was bound, until | had communicated 
with you; he told me he had no intention of going to any other place. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 317. 
Boarding Officers’ Report. 


AT 4:30 P.M. on the 24th April, 1859, a little to the southward of Point Padron, boarded the American 
barque “ Ardennes,” A. Pelletier, master and owner, of New York; examined her register (a temporary one from 
Jacksonville, Florida), which, though not appearing correct, did not molest or detain her. 

No cemplaint was made by the master or any other per-on on board, and no notation was required to be made 
in her log. 

*« Pluto,” April 24, 1859. 

(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON, Lieutenant and Commander. 
JOHN HAY, Assistant Paymaster, in charge. 





No. 318. 


Lieutenant Hodgkinson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Viper,’ River Congo, March 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, of the circumstances attending the visitation of 
the United States’ barque “J. J. Cobb.” 

The vessel in question was seen in the afternoon standing into the Congo with 
the sea-breeze ; was chased and boarded at 7 p.m. The vessel having anchored, she 
might have been boarded sooner, but I was unwilling to force her to heave-to in the 
strength of the stream. 

T was induced to visit this vessel from her suspicious appearance; she was 
very light, and had evidently made a long sea-voyage. On boarding, the captain 
received me with civility, and produced all his papers, which were perfectly correct. 
She was from the Havana and St. Thomas, for which place he cleared from Havana. 
This is another case in which, although it cannot be said that a fraudulent use is 
being made of the United States’ flag, as the papers of the vessel are in all respects 
good, yet any person who has any experience in these matters can have no doubt 
that she has come for the purpose of shipping slaves. ; ; 

The captain, as also the supercargo, [ immediately recognized as having been 
landed from vessels of a similar description the previous year at Moanda. I taxed 
them with it, and they could not deny it; and it appears that the captain (Vent) is 
the same man who ran on shore the full slaver “ Charles,” of Baltimore, at Snake’s 
Head when chased by the *‘ Sappho.” 

Her cargo consisted, as usual, of rum, rice, beans, and plank. Having satisfied 
myself that the papers were correct, I left her: the captain made no complaint. 

I inclose with this the letter of the officer who accompanied me as a witness ; 
and trust that the reasons I have stated before the boarding, and the result of the 
examination, will be deemed a sufficient reason for visit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON. 
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Inclosure in No. 318. 
Mr. Ray to Lieutenant Hodgkinson. 


Sir, “ Viper,” off Moanda, March 21, 1859. 
IN accordance with your order I accompanied you on board the American barque “J. J. Cobb” lying at 
anchor off Moanda at about 7 p.m. of to-day. On arriving on board that vessel, finding that she was from 
Havana and light bound to Ponta da Lenha, her papers were demanded. The captain immediately produced his 
register, after which he was asked if he had any objection to show his articles; having some they were also 
produced: and after remaining on board a quarter of an hour, having examined and compared his papers, also the 
passport of Spanish supercargo, and finding no flaw in them, left her. No complaint of any kind was made by 
anybody on board, 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) FREDK. JNO. RAY. 





No. 319. 
Lieutenant Simpson to Commander Courtenay. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” off Snake’s Head, May 7, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that at 12°10 p.m. this day, whilst at anchor 
off Snake’s Head, a barque was reported from the mast-head bearing south-south- 
west standing in for the land with starboard studding sails set, there being at the 
time a fresh breeze from the southward. I immediately ordered the steam to be 
got up, and at 1°40 p.m. observing her off deck to be standing to the northward, 
weighed in chase: at 3 p.m. when within about two miles of chase she hoisted 
American colours and altered course, apparently with the intention of crossing our 
bows, at the same time taking in her starboard and setting her port studding sails. 
As this mancuvre, if successful, would have precluded the possibility of my 
ascertaining her nationality, owing to the strength of the breeze and the slow speed 
of Her Majestv’s ship under my command, and having on board a list of fifteen 
vessels said to be sailing ander the American flag, of which J had received informa- 
tion through Her Majesty’s Consul at the Havana that they were engaged in the 
Slave Trade (two of which vessels had been recently captured by the United States’ 
corvette “Marion” through the instrumentality of Her Majesty’s cruizers), and no 
name being visible on either her bow or quarter, or any notice taken of my having 
altered course and made more sail to endeavour to intercept her, I considered it to 
be my duty to bring her to, to enable me to satisfy myself as to her nationality, and 
for that purpose fired a blank gun, and after waiting about ten minutes, finding no 
notice taken of it, fired a shot across her bows, when she hove to. 

I then proceeded with Mr. Hay, Assistant Paymaster in charge, to board her: 
the master, however, refused to allow us on board, but produced her register, which 
was correct and proved her to be'the American barque ‘‘ Hazard” of Boston. ‘Fhe 
master refused to give all the information required by our boarding returns and 
complained of being made to heave-to, threatening to report the circumstance to his 
Government, but refused to have any notation of the case made in his log, either by 
me or in my presence. As soon as her register was examined and nationality 
proved, she was released, not having been detained (from the time she hove-to, till 
she made sail again) more than fifteen minutes. 

The boarding officers’ report is herewith inclosed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure in No. 319. 


Boarding Officers’ Report. 
“ Pluto,” May 7, 1859. 
AT 3:25 p.M. in latitude 6° 41’ south and longitude 12° 15’ east, went alongside the American barque 
«“ Hazard,” aad on being refused admittance on board by the master examined her register in the boat, which 
being correct allowed her to proceed, having caused her from the time of her first heaving-to, to the time she made 
sail again, about fifteen minutes’ detention. \ 
The master complained of being made to heave-to, and threatened to report the circumstances of the case to 
his Government, but refused to have any nutation entered in his log by us, or in our presence. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON, Lieutenant and Commander. 
JOHN HAY, Assistant Paymaster, in charge. 
ns 
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No. 320. 
Lieutenant Simpson to Commander Courtenay. 


Sir, - “ Pluto,”’ River Congo, April 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the afternoon of the 9th April, 
being at anchor five miles to the southward of Magna Bona, I observed a barque 
under topsails off Magna Grand, there being at the time a strong breeze from the 
north-west with heavy squalls of rain. On the barque perceiving Her Majesty's ship 
under my command, she bore up and stood towards us, passing under our stern and 
heaving-to of his own accord, at the same time hailing to know if I could tell where 
they were. As she drifted to leeward too fast for me to return them an answer, | 
sent Mr. O’Connell, Acting Second Master, on board to give the information required, 
and to find out where she was from, and if necessary examine her register. She 
proved to be the American barque “Orion,” of and from New York, bound to Ponta 
da Lenha. Her register was evidently correct: I did not, therefore, detain her, 
though I considered her movements and general appearance suspicious. I was, 
however, enabled a few days after to communicate my suspicions to the Commander 
of the American corvette “ Marion,” and have since ascertained that she has been 
captured by that vessel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 


P.S.—The boarding officers’ report is herewith inclosed. 





Inclosure in No. 320. 
Boarding Officers’ Report. 


“ Pluto,” off Magna Rona, April 9, 1859. 
AT 3°30 on the afternoon of the 9th April, boarded the American barque “Orion” of New York, 
John E. Hanna, master, from New York,bound to Ponta da Lenha ; examined her register, and finding it apparently 
correct did not detain or molest her. 
No complaint was made by the master or any person on board, nor did they require any notation being made 
he log. 





No. 321. 
Jieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Triton,” Shark’s Point, River Congo, April 24, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, of my visiting and detaining a barque under American 
colours between the 10th and 19th instant. On the evening of the latter day 
Commander Thomas W. Brent, commanding the United States’ steamer ‘‘ Marion,” 
came on board the “ Triton,” and I received a letter from him on the following 
morning (Inclosure 1), to which I replied by Inclosure 2, with its Inclosures 
3 and 4 (Inclosure 2 fully detailing my proceedings between those dates); the 
answer of Commander Brent, containing his Lee! of my proceedings (Inclosure 5), 
as well as his letter to me (Inclosure 6), fully admitting that, had it not been for 
my intervention, it is highly probable that he could not have effected her capture. 

I most respectfully beg to call attention to the difficulties (already detailed), 
that I encountered concerning the detention and subsequent capture of the barque 
“Orion ;” also to state that her captain was under treatment of the surgeon of the 
“Triton,” whose opinion is that he was labouring under a state of unusual mental 
anxiety, which opinion was corroborated by the surgeon of the “ Marion.” 

I fully believe his papers are not genuine, as they appear to be written by one 
and the same person, signatures included. ; 

Could I have opened her hatches I should have found what Commander Brent 
did, viz., two large slave-coppers, a complete slave-deck, a ground tier of water 
(»bout 4,000 gallons), a great quantity of extra water-casks, and other articles, and 
a great quantity of medicines, which, in the opinion of the surgeon of the “ Marion,” 
might be safely administered by persons little acquainted with the use of such 
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articles, and of such a nature as to meet the requirements of a large quantity of 
slaves, fully justifying my suspicions of her having a slave cargo on board. 

T heard it publicly stated by a person (pointed out to me as an American 
supercargo) at Fernando Po, a short time since, that he could purchase a forged 
register for 400 dollars which would defy detection by British officers, but did not 
mention where or how. Should this statement be correct any adventurers with 
capital may equip a vessel for the Slave Trade, procure the document in question 
(the only paper that can be demanded of any vessel flying American colours), and 
easily baffle the British officers from their not having the power to see their holds, 
the inducements for the risks are so profitable. I am credibly informed that in 
the event of a slaver having landed a cargo of slaves, he, after the loss occasioned 
by the average amount of deaths, realizes a profit from 500 to 700 per cent. on his 


outlay. 

‘( have much pleasure in bringing before your notice the great zeal and alacrity 
displayed by Commander Brent and the officers of the “ Marion,” whose conscientious- 
ness in the discharge of their duty in this instance, as well as their cordial 
co-operation with me, deserves the highest esteem. 

I further beg to state that the “J. J. Cobb” left this river with a full cargo 
of slaves; and two other barques, under American colours, have shipped and 
departed with full cargoes from the immediate vicinity during my trip to Fernando 
Po and back ; also several more of the same description are expected. 

The “ Emma Lincoln,” barque, of New York, was detained by the “ Marion” 
at this anchorage several days; her cargo was very similar to the ‘“ Orion’s.” 
Commander Brent released her, though morally convinced she was come for slaves, 
but had not sufficient grounds for sending her to New York for trial. 

Commander Brent has taken another American barque, named “ Ardennes,” 
since his arrival at this anchorage. 

Trusting that my proceedings throughout the whole of this occurrence will 
meet with their Lordships’ favourable consideration, I have, &c. 


(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 321. 
Commander Brent, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Burton, April 20, 1859. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 185.] 





Inclosure 2 in No. 321. 
‘Lieutenant Burton to Commander Brent, U.S.N., April 21, 1859. 
[See Inclosure 3 in No. 185.] 





Inclosure 3 in No. 321. 
Mr. Morgan to Lieutenant Burton, April 13, 1859. 
[See Inclosure + in No. 185.] 





Inclosure 4 in No. 321. 


Lieutenant Burton to Captain Hanna. 


Sir. “ Triton,” off Shark’s Point, April 18, 1859. 
IT is my direction that you remain at this anchorage until the arrival of the United States’ corvette 
“ Marion,” and you will consider yourself by this communication as being officially detained by me. 


Iam, &c. : 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. | 





Inclosure 5 in No. 321. 
Commander Brent, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Burton, April 22, 1859. 
(See Inclosure 5 in No. 185.] 





238 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 321. 
Commander Brent, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Burton, April 22, 1859. 
[See Inclosure 6 in No. 185.] 





No, 322. 
Captain Sanderson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Bonny River, June 3, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of their Lordships, 
that on my arrival at Fernando Po on the evening of the 23rd ultimo, in company 
with Her Majesty's steamer ‘“‘ Hydra,” on our way to join the Commander-in-chief, 
Admiral Sir F. Grey, off the Congo, having had instructions from him to that 
effect, | received from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Hutchinson, a communi- 
cation of the intelligence of a serious outbreak between the two head Regents of 
Bonny, copies of which T have the honour to inclose. 

I in consequence deemed it advisable to proceed at once in Her Majesty’s ship 
under my command to that river with Her Majesty’s Consul, ordering ‘* Hydra” 
on to the Admiral with the mails as soon as she had completed coal and water, and 
leaving instructions at Fernando Po for the South Coast cruizer bringing the mails 
up to join me here without delay. 

I reached the entrance of the river on the morning of the 25th ; but the weather 
was so thick, and so heavy a sea on, I was unable to enter it until the morning of 
the 27th. The “ Viper,” from the South Coast, having arrived the previous evening, 
we anchored in the river together about noon, finding here the mail-steamers 
“Athenian” and “ Retriever,” “Rainbow,” belonging to the Niger Expedition, 
seventeen large British ships, and six hulks. 

The Chairman of the Equity Court and all the supercargoes at once came on 
board, and placed in the Consul’s hands letters, of which the inclosed are copies. 

Without delay I sent Commander Hewett, of the ‘ Viper,” and Lieutenant 
Pitman, of this ship, on shore to the town of Bonny, to request the Regents to come 
on board at 4 p.m., which they promised Commander Hewett, after some little 
palavering, they would do; and shortly after that hour they all made their appear- 
ance on board, bringing with them a large number of followers in canoes, heavily 
armed. 

Commander Hewett reported that, in walking through the town, he observed 
guns of all calibres, from a 3-pounder to a 32-pounder, in position, and all loaded, 
as well as every man in the place carrying a musket or rifle ; and I have been given 
to understand each party had not less than 100 each of these large guns. 

The Regents and head men being assembled on the quarter-deck of this ship, 
in the presence of the Consul and Court of Equity, 1 informed them that I had 
come here by the request of the British Consul and supercargoes to ascertain the 
cause of the present disturbance, and to redress the injuries done to the merchants 
by their vessels having been struck by their shot, thereby placing their lives and 
property in jeopardy. 

Having listened to their palaver for a considerable time that evening, and 
likewise the following morning, and finding it quite impossible to arrive at any 
conclusion as to which side was the first to break the peace, the one party tai 
the other, and as far as we could ascertain both parties being equally culpable, 
decided on enforcing the fine of 200 puncheons of palm-oil, giving them three days 
to pay it, or stand the consequence; at the same time directing them to go on shore 
and discharge their guns, which they did during Sunday. Before leaving the ship 
I succeeded in inducing the two head Regents to shake hands and swear friendship. 

Their Lordships will see by the Inclosure No, 7 that the Regents had volun- 
tarily entered into a bond with Her Majesty’s Consul, when brought here by me in 
the month of March last (to investigate the cause of a murder committed in New 
Calabar), and when he was called upon by the Regents and people to arbitrate in 
the matter of an outbreak which had occurred during the period of his visit. The 
present disturbance commencing in their own families (that is, the Regents) made 
me at once decide on insisting that the fine should be paid. 

The “Archer” being anchored in a position to rake the town, and having 
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ordered the “ Viper” to be in readiness the following morning to accompany me 
with the boats manned and armed up the creek, and having myself with Commander 
Hewett sounded above the town, and being in all readiness to enforce our demand, 
the Regents and head men lost no time in coming off to entreat me to diminish the 
fine, stating that they were quite unable to procure so large an amount of oil. 
After some little time I consented to deduct 100 puncheons, on condition of their 
paying in lieu thereof a like number of the largest guns which they had in the 
town ; this they entreated me not to press for, advancing as their plea the dread of 
the New Calabar people coming down upon them, as soon as it was known that 
they were unarmed. 

After a considerable palavering I consented to take a guarantee for paying 
100 puncheons of palm-oil within twenty-four hours, including a perpetual agree- 
ment that, for the future, they would abstain from using their guns against one 
another, or be guilty of any aggression against British life or property. 

On the day following a deputation from the Regents came on board to beg a 
prolongation of the term for discharging the fine to a period of eight days. This | 
at first refused, and told them that I saw no reliance could be placed upon their 
promises. I however subsequently accepted, on condition of their bringing a 
security from the Equity Court in their behalf. - 

Shortly after the supercargoes, whose names are affixed to the annexed paper, 
came on board, and Her Majesty’s Consul and myself deemed it expedient to 
sanction its acceptance by the Chairman of the Equity Court. 

Although this fine and agreement may, and I think will, have a very wholesome 
effect, [ am of opinion, as the country is at present ruled, there cannot be anything 
but disorder; and continued family differences connected with the desertion of slaves 
from one house to another are generally, and I believe in this instance were, the 
cause of the present outbreak. I believe all the Regents, the head men, and the 
supercargoes in general, would be very glad to have King Pepple back again. 

Having settled the affairs with the Regents, it was then thought advisable to 
set about establishing matters here (chiefly as regards the Equity Court), on a more 
binding and firm foundation than they had before existed, a copy of which Resolu- 
tions | have the honour to inclose, and the arrangements sanctioned in them, 
together with the proceedings in this matter, I hope will meet their Lordships’ 
approbation. 

In conclusion, I have to thank Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Commander 
Hewett, and the Court of Equity, for their cordial co-operation and assistance in 
enabling me to bring this affair to an amicable termination. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. SANDERSON. 


No. 323. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” River Congo, May 14, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, copies of the reports of 
the boarding-officers who visited the American brigantine “H. E. Sampson,” by 
my orders, to verify the flag she hoisted. 

The statement of her master may induce you to believe him ignorant of the 
intentions of the Spaniards on board, and an unwilling agent in the matter; but his 
assertions were all falsehoods and evasions, made use of to mislead. 

The vessel was actually receiving her water when the ‘“‘ Vesuvius” hove in 
sight, and all the leaguers except five were then immediately rafted on shore ; the 
result was, the vessel was boarded without a single article on board that would 
clearly point her out as engaged in the Slave Trade, except having the upper deck 
built over, almost level with the bulwarks, for three-fourths of the length of the 
ship, thus forming a capital slave-deck, in addition to a fine roomy hold, where, as 
in the majority of slavers, a second deck will readily be laid. . 

As you are aware, American slavers, at present, arrive on the coast to cruize 
unmolested until their slaves are collected, and ship them, in several instances, 
actually in sight of the boats of our cruizers. ‘I'he ‘“ H. E. Sampson” will doubtless 
follow the usual rule. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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Lieutenant Allingham to Commodore Wise. 


Sir “ Vesuvius,” Mayumba Bay, May 11, 1859. 

1 HAVE the hononr to inform you that, in pursuance of your orders, I boarded the American brigantine 
“ H, E. Sampson,” lying in Mayumba Bay. On my going on board, I was made acquainted by the master, 
Mr. Wm. Emery, with the following circumstances :— 

That the vessel had brought over from New York three passengers (Spaniards), working as seamen; that 
these five people had worked on the mate to mutiny; and that, after being threatened with his life, he had 
been made to land the whole of his cargo on shore here (part of which I observed, myself, being landed), and 
this morning the mate and all his men, except three, had deserted the ship, threatening to kill him should he go 
on shore, 

He showed me his papers, which were correct ; also invited me to go round his ship. I found her totally 
empty, with the exception of five large casks of water, one of which was salt. She is well adapted to carry 
slaves, having a fine covered and caulked deck, running nearly the whole length of the ship, and also a roomy 
hold. 

The master of the vessel states, that it is his most certain conviction the vessel is to be employed in the Slave 
Trade, and that she will be forcibly taken from him, and a Portuguese captain, whom the supercargo (Antonio 
Ruiz) has hired for the purpose, is to take charge of the ship for the voyage to Cuba, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. OD. ALLINGHAM. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 323. 


Mr. Molyneux to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Mayumba, May 11, 1859. 

HAVING accompanied Lieutenant Allingham on board the American brigantine “ H. 2. Sampson,” of 
Rockland, I have the honour to inform you that her register was examined and found correct. Her cargo, which 
was general, had all been landed at this place, at the request and under the charge of the supercarge, a Spaniard, 
who has since absconded, and is reported to have persuaded the mate and three of the crew to desert, which they 
have now done, leaving only two seamen in the vessel besides the cook. 

Although, at present, she has no slave-implements on board, it is my opinion, from the evidence of the master 
(who showed us round the ship) and the remainder of the crew, and also the circumstances in which she is placed, 
that she is ultimately intended for the Slave Trade. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. MORE MOLYNEUX. 





No. 324. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ Loango, May 18, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a letter 1 have addressed to the 
Spanish Governor of Fernando Po, requesting him to prohibit the act of conveying 
domestic slaves from the mainland to that island under the English flag; and I 
have to request that you will be pleased to lay the same before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 324. 


Commodore Wise to the Governor of Fernandu Po. 

Sir, “ Vesurius,” off Cape Lopez, May 9, 1859. 
DURING ny late visits to Fernando Po, I have ascertained that many residents in that island have been in 
the habit of procuring domestic slaves from the mainland, especially the Calabar and Bimbia. 

Marcoe, the Chief of the latter place, brought to my notice a case in which Mr. Mathews, of Fernando Po, 
had, without his consent, taken away a native of his town, and although he made exertions to recover him from 
Mr. Mathews, as yet had failed to get him back. 

The same Mr. Mathews, as your Excellency is aware in 1858 brought 5 slaves, the property of King Eyo of 
Calabar, to Clarence, in the English schooner “Mary ;” and the inhuman cruelty of Mrs. Mathews to the servants 
she thus procures must have come to your notice. Her treatment, in many instances, to these poor wretches of 
her own colour would disgrace the veriest savage. 

Frequently, on returning in my boat to the “ Vesuvius” at Fernando Po, have I been importuned by those 
unfortunate slaves to take them on board. Mrs. Richards, of Clarence, owns 2 domestic slaves who have thus 
applied to me. 

Your Excellency is aware that, in many instances, these negroes come voluntarily in vessels to Fernando Po, 
to escape the cruel despotism existing on the opposite coast; but in the majority of cases their owners or parents 
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receive a certain sum of money, or its equivalent in goods, for their slaves or children, who are, to all intents and 
purposes, purchased to be employed as cheap servants at Fernando Po. 

This act, of conveying domestic slaves without proper authority, is most illegal by British law, and is also 
forbidden by the regulations of all countries with whom we have Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I am aware that in every instance these slaves have been conveyed to Fernando Po in small sloops, under the 
protection of the British flag, but that flag has been improperly hoisted, as I do not believe the owners of one of 
these vessels could produce papers showing their right to its protection. 

I have, therefore, to request that em Excellency will be pleased to give notice that all vessels belonging to 
Fernando Po residents, now flying the British flag, must procure temporary registers from Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul, which will hold good for the space of six months, to afford them an opportunity of legally registering their 
vessels in England. ‘They could also, I presume, if they thought fit, obtain Spanish registers, hoist the Spanish 
flag, and claim its protection. 

I would further trouble your Excellency to notify to the residents of Fernando Po, claiming to be British 
subjects, that the act of conveying domestic slaves in a British vessel comes under the Acts of Parliament 
5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, and 6 & 7 Vict., cap. 98; and that, in pursuance of those Acts, if any instance of a breach 
of their regulations comes to my notice, I shall adopt immediate measures, through Her Majesty's Consul, to have 
the culprits sent to England, if the crime is committed on land out of the Queen’s dominions; and, if the crime is 
committed at sea, dispatch them for trial to the Colony of Sierra Leone. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 325. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “* Vesuvius,” at Loango, May 18, 1859. 

COMMANDER COURTENAY, of the “Conflict,” details a visit to the 
factories at Punta da Linha, and his subsequent proceedings, as follows :— 

“It being some time since my vessel visited Punta da Linha, | thought it 
advisable to send the ‘ Viper’ up the river, and took the opportunity of going up in 
her myself to visit the factories. There were no vessels of any description in the 
river. 

“Tn addition to the old-established American, English, and Portuguese 
factories, there is now a French factory for the purchase of emigrants, and a 
factory in course of construction for the Dutch house of Kerdyk and Pincoss. 
Trade was said to be improving, and the natives were bringing in some palm oil. 
The price of slaves has increased since last year, in consequence of the demand by 
the French factory. 

“T regret to have to inform you that I received a confirmation of a report 
circulating about a month since, to the effect that the notorious barque ‘ Panchita’ 
had shipped a cargo of slaves to the south of the Congo, about the middle of 
December. She was boarded by the ‘ Pluto’ on the 11th December, but as she was 
furnished with American papers, Lieutenant Simpson couid not detain her. 

. “The ‘J. W. Reid,’ which vessel I boarded in the Congo on the 15th December, 
is said to have shipped a cargo of slaves in the neighbourhood of Snake’s Head on 
the 2nd January. My boats were off the barracoons at Magna Grande till the 5th 
of that month ; they saw a barque a long way to the southward of them on the 2nd, 
but there being a breeze, could do nothing. 

“| have examined the coast the whole way from the Congo to Kinsembo, and 
there are at present no barracoons visible from the sea, except those at Magna 
Grande. 

“T see no possibilty of preventing these shipments, so long as the empty slaver 
can roam about and choose his point of embarkation, which is sure to be where the 
cruizer is not. In the case of the ‘J. W. Reid,’ the slaves were no doubt marched 
from the very barracoons off which the boats were laying to the southward.” 





No. 326. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse. 
My Lord, Admiralty, July 22, 1659. 


Crass A, 21 


242 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 





No, 327. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Vesuvius,” at Cabinda, May 16, 1859. 

I HAVE so frequently represented the shameful and undisguised prostitution 
of the American flag to cover slave-trading transactions, that their Lordships can 
readily conceive with what impunity American vessels cruise about and ship, 
sometimes even in sight of Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

2. In the middle of December 1858, the noted ‘ Panchita” shipped 800 or 900 
slaves south of the Congo; at the same time, a shipment of about 400 negroes was 
made from Red Point. On the 2nd January the American barque ‘‘J. W. Reid” 
shipped about 900 slaves from the neighbourhood of Snake’s Head, in sight of the 
“ Conflict’s” boats, which were unable to close her, owing to the strength of the 
breeze. In January, the “Tyrant,” American brig, shipped 200 slaves from Whydah. 
A schooner is reported to have followed her example at the same place a few weeks 
later. In April, the American barque “J. J. Cobb” shipped upwards of 800 slaves 
near Cabinda. In May, the American schooner ‘‘ Annefe” shipped a cargo from 
Magna Grande. . 

3. The “ Emma Lincoln,” American barque, passed out of the River Congo the 
12th May, water on board, and. slave-deck laid; she is certain to ship within the 
next few days. 

4. I boarded the American brigantine “ H. E, Sampson,” with slave-deck laid, 
and in the act of filling her water. 

5. These eight vessels, which have either sailed, or are on the point of sailing, 
for Cuba, will convey some 5,000 slaves, yet they are a small proportion to the total. 
1 believe quite as many more vessels have sailed without our knowledge; and 
twelve vessels, with some 10,000 slaves, is certainly a large proportion in less than 
five months. 

6. From certain information from Havana, New York, and other sources, it is 
known that within the last six months upwards of twenty-five slavers have sailed 
for the coast of Africa; only eight of that number, as per margin,* have been 
captured. What has become of the remaining seventeen vessels, of which we only 
know four to have escaped, while two more have doubtless shipped ere this? 

7. All these vessels, with one exception, were American. 

8. I have repeatedly represented how comparatively useless the services of our 
cruizers are on this coast, so long as vessels under the flag of the United States 
may sail about with every fitting for the Slave Trade on board, proceeding to ship 
invariably at that point where our cruizers are not. 

9. The other divisions are proportionally small; I am therefore in duty bound 

* Supposed “ Julie?,” supposed “ Dorado,” a brigantine name unknown, “Orion,” “ Ardennes,” schooner 
(Spanish) name not yet received, captured by “ Triton.” 
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to suggest that the squadron is immediately reinforced by five or six small steam- 
vessels. 

10. I would then, with every prospect of success, adopt off-shore cruizing on 
the South Coast, with a squadron of eight vessels. I feel convinced, by precedent, 
that no colours or papers would be displayed by any full American slaver; and in 
many instances, the second crew of Spaniards they so frequently have on board 
would be discovered in possession of the vessel. In-shore cruizing is next to useless 
under the present aspect of affairs, although the best system where Treaty gives us 
the right of visit and search. Now we board American slavers with genuine papers, 
before they change owners, and consequently have no legal right to molest them in 
any way. 

, ll. It appears to me that if the United States’ Government really desire to 
prevent the prostitution of their flag, an American squadron of small steam-vessels, 
to act in concert with Her Majesty’s ships, would in a few months effect that object, 
especially if permission was granted to us to hand over to the Commanders of their 
cruizers all slavers prostituting the American flag. 1! feel convinced that Slave 
Trade under that flag would be completely suppressed, and it would be a compara- 
tively easy matter to put a stop to it under the Portuguese or Spanish ensign. 

12. The Slave Trade in 1857 and 1858 was most successful; the profits of 
slave-dealers enormous. This year the number of vessels escaping will exceed all 
known annals of Slave Trade, and encourage the Americans to enter with all the 
energies peculiar to them, for the remainder of the present and the ensuing year 
of 1860. 

. T have, &c. 

(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 328. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Cabinda, May 16, 1859. 

THE inclosed reports will bring to your notice the circumstances under which 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Triton” towed the American slaver-barque ‘“ Orion ” 
to the United States’ corvette “Marion,” and the “ Pluto” conveyed the slaver 
« Ardennes” to the same vessel. 

Both of these slavers have been sent by the “ Marion” to the United States. 

In the case of the “ Orion,” Lieutenant Burton has, through an excess of zeal, 
deviated most entirely from the instructions which have been impressed on each 
and every one of Her Majesty’s officers on this Station. 

_ Lieutenant Burton boarded the “ Orion” to verify her flag; in his opinion her 
peey was a forgery, and consequently he considered her claim to nationality 
invalid. 

In detaining the ‘‘ Orion” to hand her over to an American man-of-war, 
Lieutenant Burton subjected himself to a grave responsibility which still remains 
on his shoulders, in consequence of the Commander of the “ Marion” expressing 
his opinion that the “ Orion's” papers were correct. She proved to be a slaver 
complete with every fitting, and as such the “Marion” sent her to New York. 

The “ Ardennes” was fallen in with by the “ Pluto,” and it was ascertained 
that she had a short time previously sighted the Congo, but would not proceed up 
the river on account of the “ Marion” being there at anchor. Lieutenant Simpson, 
however, insisted on her captain carrying his original intention into force, and the 
ships in company proceeded to the “ Marion:” her Captain, Commander Brent, 
expvessed his satisfaction at Lieutenant Simpson’s proceedings, and dispatched the 
‘* Ardennes” to New York, on the plea of her having obtained her papers under 
false pretensions, as she had cleared under an affidavit for the Gsearin and 
Teneriffe, instead of which she proceeded direct to the Congo, 

I would now call your most particular attention to paragraphs 3, 4, 5, and 6, 
of the inclosed letter from Commander Courtenay, of the “ Conhict,” by which it 
appears that the Commanders of the United States’ cruizers on the Station are 
nov provided with any specific instructions as to what may be considered as 
evidence of a slave voyage, while they are pecuniarily held responsible for the 
legality of their actions, and that in consequence the “ Emma Lincoln,” American 
barque, was boarded by the “ Marion,” her papers found correct, and although 
there was every evidence of slaye-trading on board, she was released, and has since 
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sailed from the Congo with slave-deck laid and water on board, and is, in fact, daily 
expected to ship in the neighbourhood of Cabinda. 

Now, if it once becomes public that the circumstance of American vessels having 
correct papers will enable them to escape capture, even by their own cruizers, 

‘although they may have every fitting for the Slave Trade on board ; it is known to 
be an easy matter to procure genuine documents, and American men-of-war will 
consequently be placed on the same footing of uselessness as our own cruizers, and 
Slave Trade will increase to an extent that will baffle all efforts for its extermina- 
tion. 

As I have often reported, nine-tenths of the captures made by Her Majesty’s 
ships have resulted from the threat of conducting them to an American man-of-war, 
but that is now an empty, vain, and useless threat, so long as the slaver’s papers 
are correct. 

In conclusion, I most earnestly and urgently represent the necessity of again 
bringing to the notice of the Government of the United States the increased bare- 
faced prostitution of the American flag, and the fact of slavers leaving their ports 
almost daily with fittings for the Slave Trade on board. To prevent the solitary 
American cruizer on the South Coast becoming completely useless, immediate 
instructions should be given establishing a certain specific rule, showing the articles 
or fittings that will condemn American vessels as slavers. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 328. 


Commander Courtenay to Commodvre Wise. 


* “ Conflict,” River Congo, May 10, 1859. 

I MENTIONED in my letter of proceedings dated the 14th May, 1859, the arrival on the South Coast of 
the United States’ sloop of war “ Marion.” I am now able to inform you that her presence on this coast has been 
attended with some success, in the detention of two fine barques, which she has sent to New York. . 

2. The barque ‘* Orion" was boarded by Lieutenant Commander Burton, of the ‘ Triton,” in the Congo, on 
the 10th of April, and was detained by him to meet the “ Marion,” on the suspicion of having an incorrect 
register, and in the belief that she was not entitled to the protection of her flag. On the arrival of the 
“ Marion,” on the 19th, she was overhauled and taken possession of by Commander Brent, and has since been 
sent to New York. She had cleared from New York for the Congo, and her papers were said to be correct, 
and had on board a large quantity of plank, two coppers, a large quantity of water-casks and rice. — I understand 
Commander Brent's reasons for arresting her to be, an entry in the log to the effect that her captain had at one 
time offered to deliver her up to Lieutenant Burton without papers or colours, and the production of a paper that 
had been given to Lieutenant Burton, signed by the mate, on the part of the crew, requesting to be taken to an 
American man-of-war in case that Lieutenant Burton did not believe she was a legal trader. 

3. The American barque “ Ardennes,” one of the vessels named by Her Majesty's Consul-General at the 
Havana, was fallen in with by the “ Pluto,” to the southward of the Congo, on the 24th April; Lieutenant 
Simpson finding that she was avoiding the Congo, although bound there, in consequence of having heard that 
the “ Marion ” was in the river, would not allow her to proceed elsewhere, and conveyed her up to the “ Marion. 
This vessel had not on board what are generally considered as sufficient fittings for a slave-voyage, having only a 
small quantity of plank. She had cleared from Jacksonville (Florida) for Teneriffe, and has a general cargo. 
Commander Brent took possession of this vessel also, and has sent her to New York, on the ground that her 
5 had been procured on false pretences, and that she was found in the Congo, instead of having proceeded to 

eneriffe. 

4. The American barque “ Emma Lincoln” arrived in the Congo on the 21st April, was brought-to and 
boarded by the “ Marion,” and detained by Captain Brent, and her cargo and papers overhauled. She had on 
board a large quantity of plank (enough, I believe, for two vessels), many water-casks, a large quantity of drugs, 
such as are used in slav-rs, and an “ alembic.” which could be used as a boiler. She had cleared from New York 
for the River Congo, and her papers were said to be perfectly correct. 

I regret to have to inform you that although Captain Brent says he has no moral doubt but that she has 
come for a cargo of slaves, yet. as her papers are correct, he does not consider that the presence of such slave- 
fittings as 1 have described would warrant him in detaining her, and she passed up the river on the 25th. 

5. It is not quite apparent why this vessel was released, and the “ Orion ” arrested, as the cases appear to be wi 
similar. It appears that the officers in command of the United States’ vessels of war are not Provided wit 
specific instructions as to what may be considered as evidence of a slave-voyage ; that these detentions are made 
entirely at their own personal and pecuniary risk. It is impossible to doubt Captain Brent’s zeal and anxiety to 
do his duty, and I think, Sir, you will agree with me that his correspondence with Lieutenant Burton in regard to 
the “ Orion” place his conduct in the most honourable light. F 

6. It would appear there is little difficulty in procuring correct papers ; but if it once becomes notorious that 
vessels completely fitted for the Slave Trade can clear from New York or other ports in the United States for the 
Congo, and pass the inspection of an American vessel of war protected by these papers, then, I believe, the 
exportation of slaves will increase to an extent unknown for years: for I need not tell you, Sir, that it has been 
the fear of being delivered up to a United States’ ship of war that has caused most of the captures by British 
cruizers on this coast. : : 
7. I forward the Reports of the Lieutenants commanding the “ Triton ” and “ Pluto” explanatory of their - 


proceedings. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 
ee 


Sir, 
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No. 329. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) ** Vesuvius,” at Loango, May 18, 1859. 
THE following is an extract from Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s Report :— 
“Remained at this anchorage (Shark’s Point) to the 21st March, when a sail 

was seen to seaward, and apparently steering for the Congo. I chased at once 
under sail, so as to be able to discover the vessel’s character and mission before she 
could enter the river. ‘The wind falling, steam was raised, and at 7 p.m. I boarded 
the American barque ‘J. J. Cobb.’ The character of this vessel and my suspicions 
of her I have reported. 

“On the 22nd the barque went up the river, and on the 28rd I also weighed, 
under steam, and anchored in Medora Creek, according to my sailing orders with 
regard to suspicious vessels entering the river. 

“On the 24th, I started in first gig for Punta da Linha for the purpose, if possible, 
of obtaining information with regard to the barque, and verifying the suspicions I 
entertained of the captain and supercargo having already been engaged in the 
Slave Trade in vessels similar to the ‘J. J. Cobb.’ I arrived at Punta da Linha 
almost the same time as the vessel; she anchored off the wharf of the factory 
flying the French flag, belonging it is said to Lafitte, which is the resort of all the 
Portuguese and dealers in slaves in the place. I learnt that she had brought no 
money, but her cargo was of such a nature as readily to be turned into cash at 
that place. The day after his arrival he commenced to sell the rum, and he sold 
some plank; but I remarked that it was only in small quantities, and was not 
readily parted with. The rum was selling at 14/. the pipe, which would give ample 
money to purchase slaves. I also discovered that to the house of Lafitte (who him- 
self was the supercargo of the ‘J.J. Cobb’) Senhor Silva, at Moanda, owed 400 
slaves. Cash sales had commenced to a considerable extent, which is a sure fore- 
runner of a shipment of slaves, as the Portuguese, though they have the cash, have 
not the goods requisite for traffic with the natives. With regard to the captain, I 
found he was a well-known character; he was the man who, as captain, ran on 
shore the ship that was chased by the ‘Sappho’ (the ‘ Charles,’ of Baltimore). 
The supercargo also came out last year ina vessel that was captured, which I 
could not learn. 

‘On the 26th, having found out all I could, I returned to the ‘ Viper,’ at 
Medora Creek. 

“The French emigrant steamer ‘Stella’ arrived at the Settlement with a 
brigantine in tow on the 23rd. 

“On 31st the ‘W. St. Shaila’ (American) passed up to Punta da Linha, and 
on the Ist April the ‘ Stella’ steamed up the river: 

“On. the 4th April, I dispatched Mr. Ray, Second Master, in the gig to 
Punta da Linha, found the ‘J.J. Cobb’ coming down the river ; he went to her, and 
after pulling round her he boarded; he remained long enough to convince himself 
that the vessel was not then full, and left to return to the ship; he, however, 
reports that the vessel is considerably deeper, in spite of her discharge of cargo, 
which shows that he had taken in his water. 

“The same day the vessel got out of the river, and went straight to sea. 

“On the 6th of April the ‘ Stella,’ steamer, came down the river, and anchored 
at the French Settlement. An American corvette arrived on the 6th, and sailed for 
the northward on the 7th.” 





No. 330. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) ° ** Vesuvius,” at Loango, May 18, 1859. 
ON the Ist of March the “Conflict” sailed, handing over charge of the River 
Congo to the “Viper.” She dispatched a boat up the river to collect intelligence, 
and Lieutenant Hodgkinson learnt that the French house at Embomma of M. Régis, 
in connection with the emigration scheme, is doing all the business in negroes, 
paying as much as 30 pieces of cloth—equal to 5/. 10s.—for them, and that the 
Portuguese are looking towards the south of the Congo for a cheaper market. 
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Mr. Meecham, an English merchant, having just returned from Pirate’s Creek, 
informed Lieutenant Hodgkinson that a large French house seen there is a two- 
story one: the lower story is full of goods and provisions, the upper being used 
as a dwelling-place. There is a large stockade around it fifteen feet high, and 
within are two large barracoons, a cooking shed, and 700 slaves or emigrants ready 
for embarkation. 





No. 331. 
Lord Wodehouse to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Admiralty, August 1, 1859. 

I HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter of the 23rd ultimo, inclosing 
a copy of a letter addressed by Commodore Wise to the Governor of Fernando Po, 
requesting him to prohibit the conveyance of domestic slaves from the mainland to 
that island under the British flag ; and I am to request that you will state to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that his Lordship is of opinion that the 
proceedings of Commodore Wise in this matter should be approved. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 332. 
Lieutenant Pike to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, ‘* Antelope,” off Loango, June 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the morning of the 15th instant, a strange 
sail was observed about ten miles to the northward of Killongo. Her Majesty's 
ship ‘‘ Antelope” at once proceeded in chase, and at noon J boarded and took 
possession of a barque of about 250 tons, with no name, no colours, and no 
papers, fully equipped for 800 slaves, and sent her to Sierra Leone for adjudi- 
cation. 

This vessel had a crew of fourteen persons, of whose nationality there was no 
proof. Her hull and equipment were completely American, and from the master’s 
account she was formerly the “ Amanda and Maria.” 

The master (Antonio Huerta) who has been many years on the coast of Africa, 
in the employ of Senhor Silva, of Ponta da Linha and Moanda, had invested 8,000 
dollars in the adventure. The rest of the money had been furnished by the house 
of Ximenes, Martinez, and Lafitte, a wealthy Havana firm connected both with 
Paris and London. 

She was consigned to Senhor Silva, and the money for the purchase of the 
slaves had been forwarded some time previously to the Congo via Liverpool and 
St. Paul de Loanda. 

The master stated that he sailed from Havana on the 25th March, and that 
this was the first occasion of his making the land. His wish was to touch at Vista 
to notify his arrival at Ponta da Linha; but from information I have received, I 
have reason to believe that his slaves were ready awaiting - at bia 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) J. W. PIKE. 





No. 333. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” off Mangue Grande, June 15, 1859. 
YOU will have already received a copy of Commodore Wise’s letter to me 
No. 58 of the 16th of May last, reportin the boarding of the American vessels ° 
ss serve and “ Ardennes,” by er ajesty’s steam-vessels “Triton” and 
“ uto.”’ . 
2. In consequence of the absence of the “Triton,” dispatched to St. Helena 
for a supply of provisions, | have been unable to obtain any further explanation 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 247 


from Lieutenant Burton of his conduct on that occasion, and I’must reserve any 
expression of my opinion upon his case. 

3. The view | take generally will be best explained by the accompanying copy 
of a letter I have addressed to Lieutenant Simpson. 

4. Their Lordships will observe by the report of inspection that the “ Pluto” 
is in very high order, and Lieutenant Simpson appears to be a very zealous and 
active officer. J trust, therefore, that their Lorships will consider the disap- 
proval I have expressed of Lieutenant Simpson’s conduct a sufficient reprimand for 
his indiscretion. 

5. I may further mention that, from the information we have obtained, the 
seizure of these two barques has caused a serious loss to the slave-dealers. 

6. I have the honour also to call the attention of their Lordships to the remarks 
of Commodore Wise and of Commander Courtenay on the position in which the 
Commanders of the cruizers of the United States are placed towards slavers 
under American colours by the want of power to seize vessels equipped for the 
Slave Trade. 

7. It is most desirable that the steam cruizers which it is stated the United 
States’ Government are about to place on the station should be empowered to seize 
vessels equipped in the manner recognized in the Slave Treaties as evidence of an 
illegal voyage. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No. 333. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Lieutenant Simpson. 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” off the Conyo, June 7, 1859. 

I HAVE received from Commodore Wise your Report, dated the 25th April, 1859, of your proceedings in 
the case of the American barque “ Ardennes.” 

It appears from that Report that, on examining her register, you were not satisfied of its authenticity, and 
that the other papers produced increasing your suspicions, you determined to accompany the “ Ardennes” to the 
Congo, and that on the following morning you prevented the master of that vessel from getting under weigh, and 
that finally she was seized by the Commander of the United States’ ship of war ‘ Marion,” not on the ground 
that she was not American, but because her papers had been fraudulently obtained. 

It does not, therefore, appear that there was at any time that proof of her not being entitled to the protec- 
tion of the flag of the United States which would have justified you in disputing her nationality. 

She was therefore to be considered as an American vessel, and it became your duty to avoid all interfcrence 
with her. 

By the measures you have adopted you have incurred a grave responsibility in deviating from the instructions 
you have received, and I cannot approve of your conduct, although it has been so successful as to cause the arrest 
of an undoubted slaver. : 

_ It will be my duty to forward the Report of what has occurred, with the expression of my opinion thereon, to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and I trust that you will in future be more careful to attend to the 
orders under which you act. 
; T have, &c, 

(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 








No. 334. 
Rear -Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” off the Congo, June 8, 1859. 

REFERRING to your letter No. 30 of the 24th of January, 1859, and my 
reply No. 59 of the 19th of March, 1859, the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty will have since received from Commodore Wise a copy of a letter addressed 
by him on the 9th of May, 1859, to the Governor-General of Fernando Po and its 
dependencies, requesting his Excellency to give notice that all vessels belonging to 
Fernando Po residents, and flying the English flag, must be provided with proper 
registers, and that the conveyance of domestic slaves in such vessels is contrary to 
the laws of England. 

I have now the honour to transmit a copy of a Memorandum which | have 
issued for the guidance of the officers in command of Her Majesty’s cruizers in the 
Bights on this subject. 

1 have, &c. 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
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Inclosure in No. 334. 
Orders addressed to the Officers in Command of Cruizers in the Bights Division. 


Memo. “ Boscawen,” off the Congo, June 7, 1859. 

THE officers in command of Her Majesty's cruizers in the Bights are to examine carefelly the papers of any 
small vessels they may fall in with flying the English flag, trading between Fernando Po and the different points on 
the coast, to ascertain that, in the absence of the proper certificate of registry in England, they are provided with 
a temporary register from Her Britannic Majesty’s soe for the Bights of Biafra, which temporary register is, 
however, only to to hold good for six months from the date thereof; at the expiration of which period the proper 
certificate of registry in England is to be considered indispensable in support of their claim to the protection of the 
English flag. 

. And ) the act of conveying domestic slaves for foreigners in a British vessel comes under the Acts of Parlia- 
ment 5 Geo. IV, cap. 118, and 6 and 7 Vict., cap, 98, the commanding officers are in all cases of 
irregularity in breach of the regulations of the said Acts of Parliament to adopt immediate measures for having 
the culprits sent to England for trial, if the crime is committed on land out of the Queen’s dominions, and if at sea, 
dispatch them for trial to the Colony of Sierra Leone. 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY, Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 





No. 335. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse. 


Sir, Admiralty, August 15, 1859. 

WITH reference to former correspondence relative to instructions for boarding 
French vessels, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
transmit to you, for the information of Lord John Russell, the inclosed copy of a 
letter from Rear-Admiral Sir F. W. Grey, dated the ]3th June last, No. 102, in 
which he requests further definite instructions on the three following points :— 

1. In the event of a merchant-vessel continuing to refuse to show her colours 
after the measures permitted by the 4th section of the printed Instructions have 
been exhausted, what course is the commanding officer of a cruizer to pursue ? 

2. Should the state of the weather, or the position of the vessels, make it 
impossible for a cruizer to send a boat on board a suspected vessel in the manner 
prescribed, is the commanding officer justified in compelling her to heave-to by 
firing guns, &c.? ° 

3. If, on the examination of the papers of a suspected vessel, there still appears 
reasonable ground for believing that the flag is fraudulently assumed, is the visiting 
officer debarred by the 7th section from making those inquiries which would alone 
bring out the truth? 5 

My Lords request that you will bring these points to the notice of Lord John 
use, and move his Lordship to state what answers should be returned to the 
inquiries made by Sir Frederick Grey. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) C. PAGET. 


— 
Inclosure in No. 335. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” off Mangue Grande, June 13, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential despatch of the 28th of March, 1859, 
with its inclosures. : 

2. As I fully concur in the view of the new instructions taken by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
in their letter to Mr. Fitzgerald of the 30th September, 1858, it is unnecessary for me to dilate upon the 
increased difficulties which the Commanding Officers of Her Majesty’s cruizers will have to encounter in the 
discharge of their arduous duty in the suppression of the Slave Trade, but I must request their Lordships will be 
pleased to give me definite instructions on the following points :— 

(1.) In the event of a merchant-vessel continuing to refuse to show her colours after the measures permitted 
by section 4 have been exhausted, what course is the commanding officer of a cruizer to pursue? 

(2.) Should the state of the weather or the position of the vessels make it Sempanstile for a cruizer to send a 
boat on board a suspected vessel in the manner prescribed, is the commanding officer justified in compelling her to 
heave-to by firing guns, &c. ? , 

(3.) If, on the examination of the papers of a suspected vessel, there still appears reasonable ground for 
believing thatthe flag is fraudulently assumed, is the visiting officer debarred by section 7 from making those 
inquiries which could alone bring out the truth? 

3. I need not point out to their Lordships that in the former instructions, which are now cancelled, these 
cases were clearly and distinctly provided for; and 1 much fear that if they are left thus undecided, to be dealt 


\ 
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with at the discretion of commanding officers, the chances of misunderstanding and of ill-founded complaints will 
be much increased. 


ve, 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 336. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” off the Congo, June 6, 1859. 

I HAVE received from Commodore Wise his letters numbered 34 and 39 of the 
15th and 26th of March last, of which copies have been forwarded to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, reporting his proceedings in the Scarcies river. 

2. I have expressed to Commodore Wise my approval of his having complied 
with the urgent requisition of Governor Hill, and my satisfaction with the judgment, 
zeal, and energy displayed by him and the officers and men employed on this 
expedition; and [ have much pleasure in calling the attention of their Lordships 
to it. 

3. I must, however, express a doubt as to the advantage to be gained by these 
desultory expeditions against places so far removed from the sea, and in situations 
so unhealthy that the operations cannot be followed up without a degree of risk far 
outbalancing the advantage that could be obtained. 

4. This opinion is confirmed by the fact that the severe lesson given by Commo- 
dore Wise to these same people last year has failed to accomplish any of the 
expected results ; and there seems reason to believe that the present expedition will 
be equally fruitless. 
ave, & 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 337. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘« Boscawen,” off Mangue Grande, June 15, 1859. 

THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will have learnt from the letters 
addressed to me by Commodore Wise, numbered 46, 47, and 48 of 1859, copies of 
which were transmitted to you, the present state of affairs at Lagos. 

2. I now inclose for their Lordships’ information a copy of the letter which I 
have addressed to Commodore Wise, in answer to his Reports, and also of a further 
letter fram the Commodore No. 71, covering an application from Mr, Acting Consul 
Lodder tv the senior officer of the Bights Division, for assistance in enforcing the 
existing Treaty between the King of Porto Novo and Great Britain. 

3. I have no doubt that some energetic measures will be required; and I request 
that their Lordships will take the subject into their consideration, and forward 
instructions for my guidance. 

4. Should these instructions enjoin a resort to coercive measures, I trust their 
Lordships will see the necessity of reinforcing the station with vessels of light 
draught of water fitted to act on the Lagoon, either as tenders to the senior officer’s 
ships, as recommended in my letter No. 103 of this date, or as independent 
commands. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 337. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” off the Congo, June 6, 1859. 

I HAVE received ‘your letters numbered 46, 47, and 48 of 1859, containing Reports of the state of affairs 
at Lagos, of the death of Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty's Consul, and of your having authorized Lieutenant Lodder 
to act as Consul until the pleasure of Her Majesty's Government is known. 

The loss of Mr. Campbell at this moment adds much to the uneasiness which the present state of affairs is 
calculated to produce, and makes it doubly imperative on Her Majesty's officers to give every support in their 
power to the caure of legitimate trade. 


Crass A. 2K 
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The measures you adopted of authorizing Lieutenant Lodder to act as’Consul, and of sending the “ Brune” 
occasionally into the Lagoon, appear well calculated to attain that object. 

You have been informed that the J.ords Commissioners of the Admiralty have ordered the “ Brune” to be 
replaced in her former station. 

Their Lordships have not acquainted me with the arrangements which they purpose to make with reference to 
the periodical relief of her officers and men. 

In the absence of any instructions I have to request that a will cause the Europeans on board to be relieved 
rie iia as may be most convenient, either from the “ Vesuvius,” or from the senior officer's ship in the 

ights. ; 

Should the Chiefs of Jaboo, Porto Novo, and the partizans of the slave-dealers at Abbeokuta, Ibadda, and 
other places continue to obstruct the palm-oil trade, it may probably become necessary to adopt more energetic 
measures. 

What those measures should be must be matter of consideration for Her Majesty’s Government; but I should 
think it highly inexpedient to make any partial or desultory attack upon the offenders, as being more likely to 
produce irritation than to attain the desired end. 

Should coercion be resolved upon, it should only be adopted with such a force and in such a manner as would 
ensure permanent success. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 337. 


Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off the Congo, June 9, 1859. 
I INCLOSE for your information a requisition made by Her Majesty's Acting Consul at Lagos, in which he 
represents the stoppage of trade by the King of Porto Hore, and states his conviction that unless some severe 
measures are adopted European merchants will be unable before long to remain at Porto Novo or Badagry. 

2. As you are aware the King of Porto Novo has never carried out his Treaty of Commerce in'a proper 
manner: I may say the same of the Chiefs of Abbevkuta, and several minor Chiefs who are anxious to re-open the 
Slave Trade. The only successful mode of encouraging “legal trade,” found as yet, has been that of compulsion 
by making a demonstration of force oif their towns; if this was not done bir <8! these Chiefs would place a 
most exorbitant price on their oil, and thus close the trade, or if that measure failed, prohibit its exportation on 
pain of death, as the King of Porto Novo did a few months back. But if the demonstrations referred to occur 
more than once without the threat of punishment being carried into execution, they cease to have due effect, and 
in fact, as you will observe by Mr. Lodder’s letter inclosed, do more harm than good, for the natives, being unable 
to conceive forbearance on the part of a superior power, interpret such conduct as fear. 

3. For these reasons I am induced to recommend that a new policy is pursued towards the King of Porto 
Novo: the threats so often made should be carried into execution, and the Chiefs made to understand that they 
will be compelled to carry out their Treaties of Commerce to the very letter. 

I feel convinced that one example would suffice, and that example is much required As you are aware, the 
town of Porto Novo is so situated as to enable a sumer like the “ Brune” to shell, burn, and destroy it, without 
landing a mau, especially in the rainy season when the Lagoons can be navigated with ease. ‘This plan was 
recommended by the late Mr. Campbell, and if the question was referred to the Home Government, it is probable 
they would approve of its being carried into effect with an adequate force. 

‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 337. 


Acting Consul Lodder to Captain Sanderson. 
Sir, Lagos, May \9, 1859. 

HAVING heard that the King of Porto Novo has again stopped the palm-oil trade, and I cannot but think 
if such is the case, that the King’s conduct for this proceeding as arising by the removal of the “ Brune” from the 
river, as well as the death of the late Mr. Campbell. 

The King having an idea he could do as he liked, I am fully convinced that without some severe measures 
are taken, none of the European merchants will be able to remain at Porto Novo or Badagry very long; therefore 
1 must call upon you for assistance in case the King will not come to the terms of his Treaty, so that the 
Lieutenant commanding the “ Brune” may have such orders as you deem requisite to carry out the interest of 
the trade. I intend going up in Consular boat to inquire into the case, as I do not think the “ Brune” ought to 
go to Porto Novo again without being able to act, in case it was actually necessary to burn the town, as at present 
the King only laughs at the “ Brune” having been up, and only promised the last time the “ Brune” was there 
with the late Mr. Consul Campbell, the King informed him he would not shut the road again without acquainting 
the Consul, so there is not much reliance to be placed on what he says. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWD. F. LODDER. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 337. , 
_Commander Bowden to Acting Consul Lodder. 
Sir, “ Medusa," off Lagos, May 20, 1859. 


BEING at present senior officer in the Bights division, I have the honour to reply to your letter of May \9th, 
addressed to Captain Sanderson. 
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8. By your first paragraph it appears there is considerable doubt whether the trade has been actually stopped 
by the King of Porto Novo. 

In the second paragraph you say you must call upon me for assistance, “in case the King will not come to 
the terms of his ba hag . 

8. You say you think the King’s conduct has arisen partly from the withdrawal of the “ Brune.” She is now 
in the river, and from what I have heard from Captain Sanderson and Lieutenant Hope, I think it unlikely I shall 
at present order her out, for any length of time. 

4. I should suggest that it might be desirable to ascertain the real facts of the case (whether by personal 
interview or otherwise, I must of course leave to you), before it becomes known you wish to have recourse to 
force. 

5. In the meantime, I see no reason for altering the orders of the Commodore under which the “ Brune” is 
now acting, and I also wish to bring to your attention that the orders are most positive in prohibiting the senior 
officer from the use of force, except in cases of the greatest emergency. 

6. Consequently the orders you wish cannot be given to the officer in command of the “ Brune,” even should 
I deem it desirable to send her to Porto Novo, which at present you do not appear to wish. 

Your letter with the reply { now make will be forwarded to the Commodore, and [ shall make you acquainted 
with his orders on the subject, but I do not consider it probable that he will authorize hostile measures. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM BOWDEN. 





No. 338. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.— (Received August 19.) 


My Lord, Admiralty, August 17, 1859. 
WITH reference to former correspondence respecting complaints preferred by 
the United States’ Government against Her Majesty’s cruizers on the African coast, 
in regard to the boarding and detention of American vessels, I am commanded by 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of Lord John Russell, the copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral Sir 
Frederick Grey, dated the 16th July last, No. 126, containing a further report on 
the subject of the capture and destruction of the “ Rufus Soulé,’ by Lieutenant 
Hodgkinson, late of Her pat ship “ Viper,” and likewise reporting on the 
statements made by the Commander of the United States’ ship “ Vincennes,” regard- 
ing the circumstances which attended the captures of the “ Kate Helen” and 
“ Mary Elizabeth” (wrongly called “ Isabella’), by Her Majesty’s ships “ Viper” 
and ‘ Orion.” 
Lam, &c. ° 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure in No. 338, 
Rear-Admiral Sir I’. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, , “ Boscawen,” Ascension, July 16, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th of April, 1859, conveying to 
me the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to cause a strict investigation to be made 
into all the cireumstances of the capture and destruction of the “ #tufus Soulé’’ by Her Majesty's ship “ Viper,” 
with reference to certain allegations made by the Commander of the American sloop “ Vincennes,” and also of 
your letter of the 4th May, 1859. 

In my letter of the 15th of March, 1859, I forwarded for their Lordships’ information, a full statement 
trom Lieutenant Hodgkinson of the circumstances attending the capture of the “ Rufus Soulé,” and, as that 
officer has since been superseded and has returned to England, I must refer their Lordships to him for any 
further information, remarking only that his statement appears to me to contain a complete refutation of the 
assumptions and inferences in Commander Totten’s letter. 

It is undoubtedly true that in one or two cases the commanding officers of our cruizers have most improperly 
taken suspected vessels in tow, but their Lordships are aware that this practice has been strictly prohibited, and 
there does not appear in this case to have been any improper threat or inducement held out by Lieutenant 
Hodgkinson. 

I observe with pain that Commander Totten does not scruple to hint that the written declaration of 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson that the master of the “ Rufus Soulé” voluntarily hauled down his flag without any 
suggestion from him, is either untrue or evasive of the truth, 

As, however, the case is now fully in their Lordships’ hands, it is unnecessary for me to enter further 
into it, since I have no doubt that their Lordships will take such steps as may be, in their opinion, 
necessary. 

The other two cases reported by Commander Totten, and referred to in your letter of the 4:h of May, 
appear to be the “ Kate He/en,” captured by the “ Viper,” and the “ Mary Elizabeth” (wrongly called the 
« fsabella”), captured by the “ Heron ” (‘* Orion ”). 

The first affidavit is utterly false, as the “ Mary Elizabeth” was taken on the 11th of July, and the 
«“ Kate Helen ’ two mouths later. 

In the second affidavit the statement is more correct (except in the names), sitce it is true that an officer 
aud boat's crew of the “ Heron” were actually on board the “ Mary Elizabeth” from the 9th to the 11th of 
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July, while still under the United States’ flag, and their Lordships will remember that I expressed to Commander 
Truscott my disapprobation of his conduct on that occasion. 

Their Seta are aware that I have neglected no opportunity of impressing on the commanding officers 
of our cruizers the necessity of abstaining from all interference with any vessel having American papers, and 
that I have only been prevented from ordering a court-martial on Lieutenant Burton for his conduct in the case 
of the “ Orion,” by the impossibility of forming a Court. 

There are many interested persons at Loanda, and on the coast, who are ever ready to take advantage of any 
such imprudent act, and by false and exaggerated statements, to endeavour, sometimes too successfully, to create 
a bad feeling between the English and American officers. 

I shall, as their Lordships desire, continue to impress upon the officers under my orders the necessity of their 
strict adherence to the course pointed out by their instructions, and that any breach of those instructions will 
assuredly not be passed over. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 339. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Boscawen,’ at Loanda, June 22, 1859. 
| TRANSMIT, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
a copy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bights of Biafra, on the subject 
of a steamer of war being permanently attached to that Consulate, which has been 
forwarded to me by Commodore Wise, with remarks thereon also inclosed, in which 
I request you will inform their Lordships I fully concur. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No. 339. 
Consul Hutchinson to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Archer,’ Bonny River, May 30, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter requiring the immediate attendance of a 
man-of-war in the River Bonny, which I received on the 23rd instant. 

I am aware that a copy of this communication will be forwarded to you by Captain Sanderson, R.N., 
commanding Her Majesty’s steam-ship “‘ Archer,” who fortunately came into Fernando Po about an hour after the 
arrival of the steamer “ Retriever,” which was chartered by the supercargoes to convey one of their body, 
Mr. Hemmingway, with the intelligence of the outbreak. 

Nevertheless I feel it my duty to point out this as another case demonstrating the indispensability of a man- 
of-war steamer permanently attached to the Consulship at Fernando Po. 

No stronger advocacy can be advanced for such an arrangement than the fact set forth by this communication, 
of British property to the amount of half-a-million’s worth being perfectly unprotected and unguarded from the 
fire of these savages; for, in the drunkenness which is generally attendant on such feats amongst barbarians of 
this class, it would have been impossible to define the limits to which they would have dared to go, had not 
Captain Sanderson consented to bring me to Bonny on my impressing him with the importance of the affair, and 
the advantages likely to accrue from a speedy visit. to the place. Of our proceedings whilst here, it is unnecessary 
for me to give details, as these will be better furnished by Captain Sanderson. 

When I state to you that the yearly export of palm oil from the rivers within my jurisdiction exceeds 26,000 
tuns of that article, and that out of that quantity 16,000 are produced from the Rivers Bonny and New Calabar, 
you will, | have no doubt, at once recognize the importance of the growing trade in the Bight of Biafra. It may 
seem unnecessary for me to mention to one who is so well acquainted with the coast and tribes of Western Africa 
as you are, that the presence of the highest executive officer of Her Majesty’s Government is unavailing amongst 
the barbarians of this part of the world, without the palpable presence of a man-of-war. 

If my opinions on the subject meet your approbation, I would, therefore, most respectfully suggest the recom- 
mendation, through yourself and Admiral Grey to the Lords of the Admiralty, for a man-of-war steamer perma- 
nently stationed at Fernando Po, to protect British interests of life and propels in the Bight of Biafra. 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) THOS, J. HUTCHINSON. 





SUBMITTED for the information of the Commanéer-in-chief, observing that I am unable to discover the 
least necessity for a gun-boat being attached to the Consulship at Fernando Po. Mr. Hutchinson is aware that 
British interests have always been most fully protected by our cruizers, especially in the case he quotes. | 

As the merchandize in the Bonny river is almost entirely on board ship, in any urgent case the merchants 
have nothing more to do than employ the “ Retriever,” or other of the steamers constantly in the neighbourhood, to 
tow their vessels to a place of safety pending the arrival of a man-of-war. 

“ Vesuvius,” June 18, 1859. 

(Signed) CHAS. WISE, Commodore.] 
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No. 340. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” at Loanda, June 20, 1859, 

IN my letter No. 104 of the 15th instant, I informed the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty that, in the absence of Lieutenant Burton, I reserved any 
oo emg of my opinion on his proceedings towards the American barque 

rion.” 

2. I then expected that the ‘“‘ Triton’? would have joined me in time to have 
enabled me to refer Lieutenant Burton’s conduct to the judgment of a court-martial, 
and thus to have afforded him an opportunity of stating to the Court any further 
reasons he might be able to adduce in justification of his conduct. 

3. The illness of Captain Sanderson, of the “ Archer,” and the continued 
absence of the ‘‘I'riton,” makes such a course impossible; and I have therefore 
addressed to Lieutenant Burton the inclosed Memorandum, informing him that I 
shall refer the question for the further decision of their Lordships. 

4. In doing so, I have the honour to point out that their Lordships’ instructions 
to the commanding officers of cruizers, to avoid all interference with American 
vessels, have been, on every opportunity, enjoined in the most positive terms. 

Lieutenant Burton, therefore, in detaining the “Orion,” has acted in direct 
opposition to those instructions. 

5. I have no doubt that he believed the papers of the “Orion” to be forgeries, 
and that, by detaining her, the master would have been induced to disclaim his 
assumed nationality.. 

6. In this, however, he was mistaken; and the declaration of Commander Brent 
that the papers were, in his opinion, genuine, proves that Lieutenant Burton acted 
on insufficient grounds; while his own letter, addressed to the captain of the 
“ American barque ‘ Orion,’”’ will give to the Government of the United States the 
right to assume that he deliberately exercised over an American vessel authority 
which that Government has repeatedly refused to give, and, by doing so, has 
committed an outrage on their flag. 

7. The fact that the “ Orion” was an undoubted slaver, and was seized by the 
“ Marion ” as having papers fraudulently obtained, is only another of the numerous 
instances of similar abuse of the United States’ flag which have been brought to the 
knowledge of that Government; and I can scarcely hope that, in their eyes, this 
fact will induce them to view with indulgence conduct against which they have, in 
other cases, protested so strongly. 

8. [ have only to add, in conclusion, that Commodore Wise reports to me that 
Lieutenant Burton is a most active and energetic officer, and that the ‘ Triton ” is 
in excellent order; and that, with the exception of the indiscretion into which he 
has been led in’ this instance, no doubt by over-zeal, | have every reason to be 
satisfied with his conduct since he joined this station. 

| have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No. 340. 


Memorandum addressed to Lieutenant Burton. 


Memo. “ Boscawen,” at Loanda, June 20, 1859. 

I HAVE received from Commodore Wise your Report, dated 24th April, 1859, of your proceedings towards 
the American barque “ Orion.” 

It appears from that Report and its inclosures, that you first visited the “ Orion” on the evening of the 10th 
of April, and again on the morning of the 11th, and that on both occasions you examined her register, and were 
then “ morally convinced that it was not genuine.” 

Upon this you infurmed the master that yon would not allow him to leave the Congo until you had commu- 
nicated with the United States’ ship-of-war “ Marion.” 

I need not recapitulate all the subsequent proceedings: it is sufficient to observe that, on the morning of the 
14th, you took posses-ion of the vessel and took her in tow, the American flag still flying and the papers still in 
possession of the Master; and, after towing her to the southward, returned to Shark’s Point with her on the 
16th of April. 

That ‘on the 18th you again prevented the “ Orion” from weighing; and, in a letter addressed to “ Captain 
Hanna, American barque ‘ Orion,’” ordered him to remain at the anchorage; and that finally, the “ Orion” was 
on the 19th, taken possession of by the United States’ ship “ Marion.” 

It appears, therefore, thst, acting on your “moral conviction” that her papers were forgeries, you took upon 
yourself to detain and take in tow a vessel which, in a written document, you yourself designate “the American 


254 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


hergee Orion,” and whose papers, when examined by the Comroander of the “Marion,” were declared to be 
genuine. 

Admitting that in thus acting, you were, as you state, influenced by a desire to carry out your instructions, 
and to act cordially and jointly with the officers of the Urited States, you have, in my opinion, totally mistaken 
pe duty; and, so far from acting in accordance with your instructions, you have committed a most flagrant 

reach of those instructions, and violated the rights of the United States to an extent which will probably call 
forth grave remonstrances from that Government. : 

I need scarcely remind you of the earnest and raed injunctions you have received, to exercise the utmost 
caution in dealing with vessels under the flag of the United States. 

Those injunctions you have entirely disregarded; and, if the demands of the public service would have 
allowed me to assemble a court-martial, I should have ordered you to be tried for disobedience of orders. 

Circumstances have put that course out of my power; and I shall therefore refer the matter to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, with this expression of my opinion, leaving it to their Lordships to adopt any 
further proceedings they may think necessary. 

(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY, 


Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 





No. 341. 
Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 


(Extract.) ‘* Trident,” off Sierra Leone, June 11, 1859. 

THE French Commodore Bosse arrived on the 14th May, in the steam-frigate 
“ Danaé,” 48 guns, 250 horse-power. 

I called on the French Commodore and told him 1 was sorry | was going to 
anchor outside on account of the sickness on shore; he begged me to wait till next 
day and dine with him, which I felt it my duty to do. I obtained a great deal of 
information from Commodore Bosse. who had been a member of the French 
Emigration Commission which had been sitting in France. 

He stated the emigration in East Africa was given up by France: but it was 
to continue on the West Coast. At the present time there are about five emigrant- 
vessels on the coast, with each of which he is supposed to send a man-of-war, but he 
had not enough men-of-war for the service. On my stating that the English trade 
would only suffer to a small degree by the French emigration so long as they kept, as 
heretofore, out of our great palm-oil rivers, he asked which they were: I named Benin, 
Brass, New Calabar, Bonny, Old Calabar, and Cameroons rivers: the Commodore, 
in a moment, was greatly astonished ; he declared he did not know of the enormous 
and princely trade I:ngland had in these rivers, and regretted that he was ordered 
to send emigrant-vessels to them. He stated that the emigration business was 
disagreeable to him, because it might throw him into collision with other nations, 
and as it was his chief object to avoid such disagreeables, he hoped I would inform 
the English Government; for he felt confident that if the English Government 
represented to France that French emigration would damage her palm-oil trade, 
the French Government would immediately withdraw her emigration scheme from 
the rivers I had mentioned. 

The French Commodore was very anxious to meet you, and gave his move- 
ments as follows: Grand Bassam for two or three days, Gaboon for eight days, and 
then on to the Congo river. 

The French Commodore js no longer Governor-in-chief of the French Colonies 
on the West Coast. ’ 

The Governor of Senegal is now Governor of Goree, and has charge of 
the coast as far as the Sherbro river; the French Commodore commands the 
remainder. 

A French Roman Catholic Bishop arrived by the “ Danaé,” for Sierra Leone. 

p.M.—The French war-steamer “ Arabe” arrived, who is now tender to the 
“ Danaé.” 

I find the bread in tanks at Sierra Leone so bad that it must be surveyed. 
Gave orders for all officers to be on board in future before dusk, on account of the 
yellow fever on shore. 

15th, 11-30 a.m.—French Commodore paid me an official visit. He informed me 
that he had brought back the hostages that Commodore Protet took from Bendo in 
the Sherbro river, and intended to return them to the same place by “ Arabe.” I 
persuaded him to land them at the Plantain Islands, as by taking them (who were 
relatives of Caulker) to Bendo, it would be an excuse for Caulker to return there, 


. where he had given so much trouble before. 


I gained my point at last, and the French Commodore sent the Flag Lieutenant 
/ 
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in his barge to order the “ Arabe” to the Plantain Islands. I lent him the large 
chart of the Sherbro river and the chart of the Liberian territory to copy. 
p.M.—Sailed “ Arabe.” 

I find the “Meridian,” French emigrant-vessel, is on-her way to Bonny river 
and a French man-of war sent to protect her. A French emigrant-steamer is bound 
for Old Calabar. 

sinha a snertebciihiteintintata halides 


No. 343. 
Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, July 16, 1859. 





No. 344. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


r, ‘* Boscawen,”’ Loanda, June 23, 1859. 

I REQUEST you will inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that 
reports having reached me that the British merchants at Kinsembo had been 
alarmed by some recent movements of the Portuguese troops at Ambriz, which, in 
|their opinion, indicated an intention on the part of the authorities there to send an 
expedition across the River Loge, I took the opportunity, in my interview with his 
Excellency the Governor-General, to ask for information on the subject, reminding 
him of the clear understanding between us that no extension of Portuguese 
authority on the coast to the northward of the Loge was to be attempted. 

His, Excellency at once recognised the truth of this assertion, and gave me the 
most satisfactory assurances that no design whatever of the kind was entertained, 
and that the Government of Ambriz had positive ‘orders not to cross the Loge 
except at the request of the merchants, or for their protection. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
ee Kou 


Si 
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No, \345. 
Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Boscawen,” at Loanda, June 21, 1859. 
REFERRING to a 24, 25, and 26 of my letter No. 109 of the 12th 
November, 1858, I have the honour to ‘inform you that I have learnt from | 
Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at this port, that the French Government 
asserts its right to trading in the River Congo, and has referred to the Treaty 
between France and Portugal dated the 30th January. 1786, defining the limits of 
the Portuguese claim to the exclusive sovereignty of the coast of Angola. 

In the Additional Article to that Treaty, I Gnd that that exclusive sovereignty 
is expressly limited to Cape Padron and the coast southwards, and that there is 
further a reservation of the rights of extending French trade to the southward as 
far as other nations shall enjoy or be permitted to enjoy the same. 

It follows, therefore, that the measure vancammanete acknowledging the claim 
of Portugal to the country as far as 5° 12’ south would be of no avail, since it is 
not to be supposed that France or America would feel themselves bound by any 
such acknowledgment, or would permit the capture of their vessels which might be 
found in the Congo by the Portuguese authorities, even though fitted for or 
employed in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 


No. 346. 
Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


*« Conflict,” at Sea, Lat. 9° 40’ S., Long. 12° 18’ E., 
Sir, June 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report that this day being in latitude 9° 40’ south, 
longitude 12° 18’ east, I observed a barque standing in for the land under American 
colours, but perceiving by the name on her stern that she was not one of the usual 
traders to this part of the coast, and as she was not steering a proper course for 
the nearest port, St. Paul’s, I thought she had probably hoisted the American flag 
to cover an illegal voyage. I therefore steamed ahead and dropped a boat, and sent 
Lieutenant Coxon on board to see her register. She proved to be the “ Louisa 
Kilham” of Boston, from New York to St. Paul’s, with a cargo of coal for the 
American Government. 

The captain made no complaint, and the vessel was in no way detained by the 
visit. 

I inclose the boarding officer’s report attested by a witness. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) A. W. COURTENAY. 





Inclosure in No. 346. 


Lieutenant Coxon to Commander Courtenay. 


r, “ Conflict,” June 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report that according to your direction I this day boarded the American barque 
“Louisa Kilham” of Boston. Having discovered on inspection of the register that she was entitled to fly the 
United States’ flag I quitted her at once. The captain made no complaint. 


\T have, &c. 
Witness : (Signed) J, H. COXON. 
(Signed) H. R. Kexrsy, Midshipman. 


t 
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‘ _ No. 347. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
(Extract.) “ Vesuvius,” off the Congo, June 9, 1859. 


THE “Surprise” proceeded to visit Cape Mount, Gallinas, Bompey River, 
and Sierra Leone. 
At Cape Mount, Commander Lord Edward Cecil, of the “Surprise,” was 
informed by Mr. Williams, the Acting Governor, that the French had ceased to 
rocure emigrants on that ‘portion of the coast. From the same source he was 
informed there was no export Slave Trade going on. 





No. 348. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract. “ Vesuvius,” off Congo, June 9, 1859. 

COMMANDER HAMILTON received the following information through 
Mr. Bannerman of Quittah :— 

“T hear that Mr. Lima expects two or three vessels about the beginning of 
July, consigned to Carvalhos and Barita, and intended to take away the slaves: 
that were to have been shipped in the ‘Sharpshooter’s’ and ‘ Archer’s’ prizes. 
Nothing certain is as yet known as to where they intend attempting a shipment. 

‘At Whydah it is now well known there are several hundred slaves ready, 
and report says the same of Aghwey and Porto Seguro; this intelligence has been 
communicated to the cruizers in the Bights.” 

Next morning Mr. Bond, master of the “Conflict,” was dispatched up the River 
Congo to visit the vessels at Punta da Lenha. 

"he Lieutenant commanding “ Pluto” visited ‘“ Conflict” to report having 
followed the brigantine “ Brownsville,” cleared from New Orleans, up the River 
Congo: this vessel’s papers are said to be correct, but there is little doubt she is a 
slaver. 

The ‘‘Pltuo’s” boat returend from Punta da Lenha on the 28th, and was 
dispatched to cruize to the southward. On the 31st, the “ Conflict’s” boat returned 
from Punta da Lenha, bringing intelligence that the “Emma Lincoln” had stood 
in towards Cabenda on the 25th, and would have shipped but for the presence of the 
** Vesuvius’s” boat. 

The “ Brownsville” is still up at Punta da Lenha. 





No. 349. 
Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1859. 

I HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter of the 15th instant, with its 
inclosures from Rear-Admiral the Gcccentin Sir F. Grey, and from Commodore 
Wise, relating to the state of affairs at Lagos, Badagry, Porto Novo, and other 
places in the bight of Benin; and J am to request that you will state to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that shortly previous to the decease of Mr. Consul 
Campbell, reports were received from that officer representing that the conduct of 

*the King of Porto Novo, and of the Chiefs of Jaboo and other places in the Bights, 
had been very unsatisfactory ; that they had stopped the palm oil trade for several 
months, causing great loss and injury to the lawful traders, and Mr. Campbell 
stated his opinion that these Chiefs were actuated in their proceedings by a desire 
to ~— the palm-oil trade, in the expectation that the Slave Trade would then be 
revived. 

His Lordship desires me to observe that in nearly all the places on the West 
Coast of Africa where a large amount of legitimate trade is now carried on, it has 
been owing to coercive measures having heen adopted in the first instance to obli 
the Chiefs to put down the Slave Trade, and to their having been subsequently 
compelled, either by a demonstration or by the actual employment of a keep 

Crass A. 
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their Treaty pupeeccents faithfully, both in regard to the abolition of the export 
of slaves, and the encouragement and protection of lawful traders. 

Lord John Russell is of opinion that, where it is possible to do so, the Native 
Chiefs should be compelled strictly to fulfil their engagements in these respects, by 
persuasion if possible, but by coercion when all other means fail; and 1am to 
suggest that instructions in this sense should be given to the Commander-in-chief 
of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African Station, and that he should be 
authorized to use his discretion in regard to the employment of coercive measures 
against the Native Chiefs where he may consider such a course necessary. 

It appears, however, from your letter, and from the naval officers’ reports therein 
inclosed, that with the exception of the gun-boat “Brune,” there are no vesse!s on 
the African coast of the description that would be required to enable Admirai Grey 
to perform the duties adverted to. 

At the present moment, when the Cuban Slave Trade is carried on with 
increased activity, when French agents are actively employed in purchasing slaves 
to be exported as free emigrants, and when there is also too much reason to fear 
that citizens of the Uni States, in defiance of the laws of their country, are 
eng: in procuring slaves to be imported into Cuba, and even in some cases into 
the Southern States of the Union, his Lordship is of opinion that it is important 
that those Chiefs with whom we have Treaty engagements, which prohibit them 
from permitting the export of slaves, should be sg distinctly to understand that 
they will be compelled to observe faithfully those engagements, and that any 
infraction of them will be punished. 

It will be very desirable, therefore, that the Commander-in chief of Her 
Majesty’s naval forces on the African Station should have at his disposal some 
vessels of a light draught of water that would enable him to act effectually in the 
lagoons and shallow rivers where larger vessels are unable to operate. The want 
of vessels of this description has been felt on more than one occasion recently, in the 
Pongas river and in other places, and Lord John Russell would strongly recommend 
that this deficiency should be supplied with as much promptitude as the exigencies 
of the public service in other quarters will permit. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No. 350. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 29.) 


Sir, Admiralty, August 27, 1859. 

I HAVE received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
your letter of the 26th instant, suggesting, by desire of Lord John Russell, that 
instructions should be given to the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval 
forces on the African Station, wherever it may be possible, to compel the Native 
Chiefs strictly to fulfil their engagements for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
by persuasion if possible, but by coercion when all other means fail; and that he 
short be authorized to use his discretion in regard to the employment of coercive 
measures against the Chiefs where he may consider such a course necessary: also 
stating that Lord John Russell deems it very desirable that vessels of a light 
draught of water similar to the “ Brune” should be sent out to enable the officer in 
charge of the naval forces to carry out such operations in the Lagoons as may be 
necessary. 

In reply I am desired to state, for the information of Lord John Russell, that 
there is only one other vessel similar to the “Brune” in Her Majesty’s service, both 
those vessels having been purchased in exchange from the Prussian Government. 
The smaller class of gun-boats recently introduced into the yee do not give 
enough accommodation to enable a medical officer to be embarked in them, and 
when my Lords recall attention to the Report of Commodore Wise, dated.the 4th 
November, 1858 (a copy of which was forwarded to you in my letter of the 18th 
December last), respecting the condition of the “ Brune” at that time, it will be 
evident that even if the necessary vessels could be provided, the permanent 
maintenance of gun-boats within the lagoons, if commanded by European officers, 
would be almost impracticable, and would, at least in all probability, be attended 


4 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 259 


with such fatal results as to render such a course of proceedings scarcely 
justifiable. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





No. 351. 
Commander Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“Viper,” at Sea, Lat. 1° 46’ 8., Long. 6° 29’ E., 
, June 15, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day detained and destroyed 
a brigantine, name unknown, as being engaged in the Slave Trade, under the 
—. circumstances :— 

1. This morning, at 6 a.m., a vessel was sighted, which eventually turned out 
to be a large brigantine standing to the south-eastward: I chased and came 
up with her at 8-40 a.m. Prior to coming up with her J found it necessary to fire 
two blank guns to enforce’colours, and a shotted one across her stern tg make her 
heave-to. She displayed a flag at the main, purporting the same for a French ; 
but it proved to be no national flag: that the same was reversed—red at the jack, 
sa ba of blue. Under these circumstances I considered her very suspicious, and, 
in company with Mr. A. Thompson, Assistant Paymaster in charge, I boarded her. 

3. On inquiring for the captain, no person on board would answer as to that 
ey although there were four persons on board calling themselves passengers. 
I then asked for the ship’s papers, but none were on board, and no colours being 
displayed I taxed them as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and, without the 
slightest demur, the crew answered yes; evidently, I thought, being very desirous 
of being released from their ship. 

3. I informed them that I would open their hatches (to this they had no 
objection), and on my boat’s crew being called on board to do so, we found a 
complete slave-deck laid, slave-coppers nearly fitted, water on board, rice and beans 
in very large quantities, leaving no doubt on the subject as to her errand on this 
coast. 

4. I told them [ should detain their vessel as a slaver, and that she was not 
entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any State or nation, and at 9 a.m. this 
vessel became a prize to the “ Viper,” but name unknown. 

5. Subsequently a Spanish flag was found much torn, and which was not 
displayed, but thrown overboard by one of the crew. 

6. This vessel was very old, leaky, and very badly equipped for the voyage 
she was intended to perform, and taking into consideration the long passage she 
would have to make in her present condition, I did not think it advisable to let her 
do so, without a survey being held as to her sea-worthiness to perform the same ; 
accordingly, a survey was ordered and held, the report of which is herewith 
inclosed, and im accordance with that report (after taking the crew on board), I 
ordered this vessel to be destroyed by fire, &c., and on her sinking proceeded on 
my way to Mayumba. 

7. A sum of 310/. sterling was found on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 


Sir 





No. 352. 
Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, Admiralty, September 6, 1859. 

I HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
respecting the employment on the Coast of Africa of steam-vessels of light draught 
of water; and I am to request that you will state to their Lordships that Lord 
John Russell admits that their Lordships must be the judges whether -Admiral 
Grey’s suggestion on that point should or should not be adopted. 


(Signed), tre “ HAMMOND. 
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No. 353. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Cabenda, July 12, 1859. 
WITH reference to my letters to the Commander-in-chief, Nos. 15 and 21 
of 1859, copies of which were forwarded to you inclosed in my letters Nos. 8 and 10 
of the same year, all of which despatches reported serious disturbances occasioned 
at the River Sherbro by Thomas Stephen Caulker, Chief of the Plantain 
Islands, who had created wars in the Sherbro country, a district outside his 
own possessions, and over which he had no control, which interruptions to trade 
were judiciously ended by the capture by Commander Close of the man Caulker, 
who was os a oe as a prisoner to Sierra Leone, and detained there from January 
to May, until he gave a sufficient guarantee never again to disturb the peace. 
This promise is amply given in the Treaty annexed to the inclosed letter to the 
Commander-in-chief, by which Caulker binds himself never again to visit the 
Sherbro, and engages to maintain a continual peace with England. 
*T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 353. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” River Congo, July 8, 1859. 
INCLOSED I have the honour to forward, for your information, a Treaty entered into by Commander Close, 
of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Trident,” senior officer on the North Coast, for and in behalf of Her Majesty, with 
Thomas Stephen Caulker, Chief of the Plantain Islands. 

2. By reference to my letters Nos. 15 and 2l of 1853, you will observe that this man has been the 
instigator of the past disturbances and interruptions to trade at the River Sherbro, a place over which he has 
no recognized authority whatever. My letter No. 21 details the capture by Commander Close of Caulker 
in January last, between which time and the 25th of May he was a prisoner at Sierra Leone, until he thought 
fit to give a sufficient guarantee that he would confine himself to his own territory, the Plantain Islands, and never 
again create wars, disturbances, or, in fact, even visit the Sherbro country. 

3. This guarantee is amply given in the inclosed Treaty, signed at Tasso the 31st May, 1859. 

4. In your absence I have conveyed to Commander Close my full approval of his proceedings in this 
matter. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 353. 


Treaty of Peace between Thomas Stephen Caulker, Chief of the Plantain Islands, and Francis Arden Close, 
3q., Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Trident,’ for and on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen of Great 
Britain. 


ARTICLE I. 


WHEREAS the Chief Thomas Stephen Caulker has been the cause of wars for many years in the 
Sherbro river, and it is considered necessary, in order to obtain a lasting peace, that the Chief Thomas Stephen 
Caulker should leave Bendo and return to his own territory at the Plantain Islands pointed out by Treaty with 
Great Britain. 


ARTICLE II. 


That Thomas Stephen Caulker shall not, under any pretence whatever, go over to Bendo or the country of 
the Sherbro river, nor directly or indirectly make, counsel, or hire war against the King or Chief of that country, 
nor in any manner tistermaerlle with the administration of any country beyond the territory of the said Thomas 
Stephen Caulker, pointed out by Treaty with Great Britain. 

Signed at Tasso on the 4th of July, 1849. 

Done on board Her Majesty's ship “ T'rident,” off Tasso, the 31st day of May, in the bead of our Lord 1859. 


(Signed) THOMAS STEPHEN CAULKER, his > mark. 
F. A. CLOSE, Commander and Senior Officer, 
North Division. 


Witnesses to signature : 
(Signed) H. Burnasy, Lieutenant, R.N. 
Tuomas TueEoruiius CAuLKER, his >4 mark. 
Tuos. G. CauLKer. 





Ratification of the above Treaty, in accordance with the custom of the country, at Tasso, June 1, 1859. 


I, THOMAS STEPHEN CAULKER, Chief of the Plantain Islands, standing on the graves of my 
ancestors at Tasso, in the presence of Thomas Theophilus Caulker and Thomas George Caulker, and in the 
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presence of Lieutenant Thomas Watson Chapman, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Trident,” do solemnly swear that I 
will act up to the stipulations of the above Treaty; and if I ever make war, except in defence of my own country 
pointed out by Treaty with Great Britain, may I be the first to die and be buried in this place. 
“ (Signed) THOMAS STEPHEN CAULKER, his * mark. 
itnesses ; 


(Signed) Tuos. W. Cuapman, Lieutenant. 
Tuomas THeopuitus CaAucKeEr, his >< mark. 
Tuos. G. CauLKER. 
Tuos. Geo. Lawson, Chief Inspector of Police. 





No. 354. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ““ Vesuvius,” in the Congo, July 9, 1859. 
INCLOSED | have the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of this date addressed to the 
Commander-in-chief, acquainting him with the circumstance of the French Govern- 
ment having instructed the senior officers of their naval forces on this station to 
dispatch vessels for emigrants to the palm-oil rivers, in the Bights of Biafra; and 
I have dwelt on the necessity for promptly representing to the Government of His 
Imperial Majesty the injury British trade and interests must receive if such a course 
is commenced and mi 5 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 354. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” in the Congo, July 9, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the extract of a letter from Commander Close, of the 
“ Trident,” reporting an interview with Commodore Bosse, commanding the French Imperial naval forces on 
this station, in which the Commodore stated that he had received instructions to dispatch vessels to the palm-oil 
rivers, in the Bights of Biafra, to obtain emigrants, at the same time expressing his ignorance of the immense 
trade and interest Great Britain possessed in those rivers. 

2. You will, I am certain, agree with me, that if the plans of the French Government are carried into effect 
in this instance, the result will be the destruction of our immense trade in the neighbourhvod in question, the 
re-opening of the Slave Trade, the twin-brother of French emigration, and restoration of the present tolerably 
civilized natives\to theit former savage and degraded state. ar and human sacrifices will again be common 
occurrences ; in fact, the evils that must inevitably result are incalculable. 

3. Under these circumstances I would beg to suggest that urgent representations are made by Her Majesty's 
Government to that of the Emperor, in order that they a be induced to desist from an enterprise attended with 
so many evils, and confine themselves to the South Coast, where the so-called emigrants are readily and numerously 
obtained, and the interruptions to the march of civilization comparatively less. I may here inform you that the 
“ Stella,” emigrant steamer, sailed from Loango, with about 800 negroes, in February last ; and that the “ Ville 


de Montague” left the River Congo for, I believe, Martinique, on the 2nd of July, conveying, it is said, 1,000 
emigrants. 
I have, &c. 
‘ (Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 354. 


Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 


( Extract.) “ Trident,” June 11, 1859. 

May 14.—ARRIVED (at Sierra Leone), the French Commodore Bosse, in the steam-frigate “ Danaé,” of 
48 guns, and 250 horse-power. 

I obtained a good deal of information from Commodore Bosse, who had been a member of the French 
Emigration Commission, which has been sitting in France. He stated that the emigration in East Africa was 
given up by France, but it was to continue on the West Coast. At the present time there are about five emigrant- 
vessels on the coast, with each of which he is supposed to send a man-of-war ; Lut he had not enough men-of-war 
for the service. On my stating that the English trade would only suffer to a small d by the French 
emigration, so long as it kept, as heretofore, out of our great palm-oil rivers, he asked which they were. I 
named Benin, Brass, New Calabar, Bonny, Old Calabar, and Cameroon rivers. The Commodore, in a moment, 
was greatly astonished; he declared he did not know of the enormous and princely trade which England had in 
those rivers, and regretted that he was ordered to send snipe vee tothem. He stated that the emigration 
business was to him disagreeable, because it might throw him into collision with other nations, and it was his 
chief obiect to avoid such disagreeables. He hoped I would inform the English Government; for he felt confident 
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that if the English Government represented to France that French emigration would damage our palm-oil trade, 
the French Government would immediately withdraw her emigration scheme from the rivers I had named. 

The “ Meridian” French emigrant-vessel is, I find, on her way to the Bonny river, and a French man-of- 
war sent to protect her. A French emigrant steamer is bound to Old Calabar. 





No. 355. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” River Congo, July 8, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of this date to the Commander-in-chief, giving 
cover to an explanation obtained, in pursuance of their Lordships’ directions, from 
Commander Close, of the “ Trident,” relative to his proceedings at the Island of 
Bulama in August last, which formed a cause of complaint from the Portuguese 
Government. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) © CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure | in No. 355. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” River Congo, July 8, 1859. 

WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter to you of the 7th of March, 1859, directing that Commander 
Close, of the “ Trident,” should be called on to vindicate himself with reference to certain charges brought against 
him by the Portuguese Government on the occasion of his asserting the sovereignty of Great Britain to the 
Island of Bulama in August last, I now beg to inclose, for your information, Commander Close’s reply to the 
allegations contained in the inclosures in their Lordships’ despatch. 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 355. 
Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Trident,” Sierra Leone, June 10, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Memorandum dated 19th April, inclosing a letter from the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated 2nd March, with other inclosures, and I beg to make the following 
explanation on the charges brought forward by the Portuguese Government in a “ Statement of Acts done by me 
in the Island of Bulama in August 1858 ; "— are F : 

1. An armed party was landed on the islond, which returned on board Her Majesty's ship “ Trident,’ 
taking an inhabitant with them prisoner. . ; , 

Answer.—The arms were not for offence but defence, which I think will be considered necessary in the 
neighbourhood of Bissao, from whence so many violent acts have emanated, including murder, for which crime, not 
many years ago, the French required the trial of the wealthiest merchant in Bissao, who had caused a French 
merchant to be murdered. 

The armed party consisted of one lientenant, one black pilot, and two black Kroo boys. ; 

The inhabitant taken prisoner was, by his own statement, a slave, recently purchased by John Dobar, alias 
Jo&o Marques de Barros. : : 

John Dobar accused my lieutenant of taking this slave against his will; the question was therefore put to the 
slave, and he replied befure John Dobar that he wished to go on board Her Majesty's ship under my command. 

" As a further proof, this so-called prisoner assisted me on shore in pointing out the locality of other 
slaves. 

The same accusation is made against me in another part of the statement, so I will here add that, with the 
exception of John Dobar, no person of any description’ was taken by force on board Her Majesty's shi 
“ Trident ;” on the contrary, a slave-girl who wished to be landed was landed immediately, though the same girl, 
on my next visit, came again to me for protection. : ' 

3. That Johu Dobar was not permitted to communicate with any one, not even with his own son—(and 
again, in a statement further on)—-still detained, without any communication being allowed, and ill-treated on 
board the steamer. G48 

I did not allow John Dobar to communicate personally with any one ; but he had full permission to do so in 
writing, which he frequently did, being previously warned that the correspondence must pass through my hands 


for Br gS 3 
y object was to prevent John Dobar giving directions, or sending notice, for the concealment of his own or 
other people’s slaves on the Island of Bulama. ‘ ‘ . 
The slaves had the greatest dread and fear of this man, which could be only neutralized by cutting off all his 
communications with them. : 
At Bissao I was most anxious to find out if the slaves I had on board were registered according to Portuguese 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 263 


law. I also wished this law to act without the usual offer of bribery—a process. which John Dobar has full 
means to command. 

The ill-treatment shall be answered in the next re 

3. Not (permitted) to receive any succour from his house; and what is difficult to helieve, but is affirmed by 
all, was even denied his necessary food. 

I do not wonder at the difficulty in believing an accusation which, to be affirmed by “all,” must have been 
cognizant to “all.” ‘The writer evidently forgot his former statement, viz., that no communication was allowed with 
the prisoner. If, therefore, the prisoner had no personal communication with the people on shore, who are the 
“all” who make this affirmation? I presume it is the half-caste population of Bissao, who, according to Count 
Lavradio’s statement, can have no proof or evidence but that of the prisoner, John Dobkar. This, no doubt, added 
to the difficulties of Count Lavradio in believing a charge which I can bring numerous witnesses to disprove, not 
by hearsay evidence, but their own personal observation. 

While John Dobar was a prisoner on board Her Majesty's ship “ Trident,” he was allowed the range of the 
whole ship; the sentry who had charge of him was ordered to follow wherever he went, and to send him below 
whenever a boat came alongside from the shore. 

I could not conscientiously order him to mess with the officers, so I sent for the senior officer of the midship- 
men’s mess, but found an evident disinclination to receive John Dobar into their mess-place. I could not wonder 
at this disinclination, as he certainly was the grossest looking African I ever saw in European dress, and repulsive 
in ser respect ; he therefore lived in the steerage, a part of the ship from which the ship’s company are 
excluded. \ 

Before Her Majesty’s ship “Trident” left Bulama for Bissao, he wrote on shore for various things, and 
received three large tin boxes, also fowls, bread, coffee, sugar, plantains, rice, fruit, yams, wine, and last, but not 
least, a trestle bedstead, which, being a most unusual thing on board a ship, excited my wonder ; but being 
informed that a mattress placed on the deck (according to the fashion of the junior officers, who prefer it to the hot 
hammock) was too hard for him, I permitted it to lumber the steerage. 

I mention this to show that not only did he have everything that was necessary, but also what was more thon 
usual in the service afloat. 

After leaving Bulama, on the way to Bissao, his stock of fowls and vegetables fell short. Instead of leaving 
him to feed on the Government allowance of provisions, I ordered my servants to supply him with my own fowls 
and yams. I have questioned the black boy who was his servant, and he informs me that many of the above- 
named articles of food were not expended when John Dobar was released at Bissao. He further states that John 
Dobar was so well pleased with his services that he made him a present of eighteen shillings. 

I think, without troubling you with further detail, [ have proved that John Dobar was not ill-treated in any 
way on board this ship; but, on the contrary, when his own resources were not at hand, I added to his 
personal comforts out of my own purse, which has never been refunded—in fact, I never expected or wished 
that it should. 

I feel ashamed at having to enter into such details to exculpate myself from the charge of ill-treating a 
defenceless prisoner—an act perfectly foreign to a British officer. 

4. The house of this Portuguese was searched, and while he was absent, his books were examined, and it is 
said that some papers were taken away. 

It is quite true I searched the houses and extensive stores of John Dobar in the performance of my duty, 
to discover any proof of the Slave Trade, of which I had received information. I also examined the books in 
which accounts were kept of some of the slaves. This was done publicly, in the presence of the person who had 
charge of John Dobar's books and estate, other Portuguese being also present. With their knowledge, I took one 
large book to make notes from on my way to Bissao: this book was delivered up to Colonel Honorio, when he 
received charge of the prisoner at Bissao. The base insinuation that is here levelled at me by a half-told story 
too clearly shows the animus with which it was made. 

5. Documents shall also be presented by which it is proved that the slaves which were in Bulama when 
Captain Close entered there were registered, and were in bond fide possession, according to the stipulations of the 
above-mentioned Treaty of 1842. 

In a few words I will show that this statement is not correct, which I hope will prove to Count Lavradio how 
little he can rely on his official information from Bissao. 

In Count Lavradio’s letter, article 2, will be found the name of a mercantile house called Nozolini and Co 
The property of this house is that of the murderer mentioned in the first part of my letter, which property was left 
at his death in the hands of trustees at Bissao till its final distribution among certain persons, viz., his sons-in-law 
and his wife, now called Madame Oralia (formerly Madam Kietan). She has an estate on Bulama from whence 
I took some slaves on my first visit, which are claimed by Count Lavradio as a loss to the house of Nozolini. 

One of her sons-in-law, a M. Demay, American Consular Agent at Bissao, obtained from me a list of these 
slaves, to ascertain if they were registered at Bissao. He found that some were not, and further stated, that his 
mother-in-law had often been reasoned with on the folly of not registering all her slaves in Bulama; but she 
would not do so, as it prevented her selling the slaves again when she wished. es 

Ll observe the charges against David J. Lawrence ; but as the next paragraph states that nothing is affirmed 
against him, I presume no explanation is required. The Portuguese would, no doubt, wish to see Mr. Lawrence 
banished from their neighbourhood, where he stands a witness to the history of Bissao for the last forty years, and 
also a watchful guardian of British interests, both of which they would gladly see ais oe R ‘ 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) F, A. CLOSE. 


EEE 


No. 356. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir fe Vesuvius,” off the Congo, July 11, 1859. 


’ WITH reference to a letter addressed to you by the Commander-in-chief on 
the 20th of June last, reporting the circumstances attending the detention of the 
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barque “Orion,” claiming to be American, by Her Majesty's ship “Triton,” and 
her subsequent delivery to, and capture by, the United States’ corvette “‘ Marion ;” 

2. I have now the honour to inclose a further statement from Lieutenant 
Burton, in which that officer adheres to his opinion that the papers of the “ Orion” 
are not geenine, 

3. After a personal interview with Lieutenant Burton, in which I fully inquired 
into his proceedings, | find that himself and officers had good reason to doubt the 
rignt of the ‘‘ Orion” to the flag she hoisted. The vessel was an undoubted slaver, 
fully equipped: her nationality was most doubtful. Lieutenant Burton, after 
weighing the case, being aware that if he released her she would have shipped some 
1,000 slaves in a week, considered that he was best acting up to the spirit of his 
instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, by resolving to frustrate her 
intention, and accordingly handed the “ Orion ” over to the jurisdiction of a cruizer 
of the country to which she claimed to belong. 

4. In adopting this course, Lieutenant Burton, disclaims any acknowledg- 
ment of the nationality of the “ Orion,” but as she had Americans on board, and 
prostituted the flag of the United States, he considered that by that country her 
captain and owners should be punished. In this course no one can for a moment 
attribute Mr. Burton’s zeal to a mercenary object, for the master of the “ Orion” 
repeatedly offered to destroy her flag ned papers, and surrender his vessel, if he 
would be insured a passage to St. Helena. This offer was peremptorily refused, 
Lieutenant Burton stating that the owners had fraudulently assumed the flag of 
America, and must abide by the consequences. 

5. Under these circumstances, even if the “ Orion’s” register proves to be 
genuine, I trust their Lordships will attribute Mr. Burton’s conduct to an error in 
judgment. I know that for the future he will turn a deaf ear, in similar cases, to 
the calls of humanity, bearing in mind that the blood of the unfortunate slaves 
murdered under the protection of the American flag will not be placed to his 
account, but to that of the country from whose ports slaves are daily and undis- 
guisedly clearing. 

6. It may not be out of place to remark that through Lieutenant Burton’s 
intervention, the slaver “ Ardennes” was despatched to the United States by the 
“ Marion,” while the captain of the “ Emma Lincoln,” being alarmed by two such 
instances, and having been interrupted by the boats of the “ Vesuvius” when on 
the point of shipping at Cabenda, has left the coast, and returned empty to 





America. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
\ 
| Inclosure in No. 356. 
Lieutenant Burton to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Triton,” Shark's Point, July 18, 1859. 


IN reply to your Memorandum of the 9th instant, inclosing a Memorandum from the Commander-in-chief 
dated the 30th June, 1859, relative to my detaining a barque under American colours named “ Orion,” I beg 
respectfully to make the following additional remarks for the information of the Commander-in-chief. 

Ist. On my visiting that vessel on the 10th and 11th April last, it was, and is still, my belief that her papers 
were not genuine. ; ; 

2nd. The cause of my taking that vessel in tow, and returning to Shark’s Point with her, has already been 
given in Inclosure, marked B, of my letter of the 24th April, 1859. Nees 

8rd. With respect to my letter addressed “ Captain Hanna, American barque, * Orion, (Inclosure D), the 
word “ American” was inadvertently used in the hurry of the moment (seeing him suddenly preparing for sea), 
as I never for one moment supposed him legally entitled to fly the American ensign. aes _ 

4th. Respecting the declaration of Commander Brent, of the United States’ ship “ Marion,” as to the register 
of this vessel being genuine, I beg leave to observe that this same officer, in answer to a question from Commander 
Aplin, when at anchor off Whydah, on the 19th June, 1858 (when he was requested to search a suspicious vessel 
under American colours by Commander Aplin), as to whether he could detect a forged register, he replied, in 
my presence, ‘that he could not.” ; ; 

‘5th. During the whole of my proceedings regarding the detention of this vessel, my sole object was to 
endeavour to suppress the Slave Trade, and I believe that this intervention on my part was the cause of this 
vessel being captured, as well as the “ Ardennes,” as also the “Emma Lincoln,” leaving the coast without 
shipping a cargo of slaves. 

— I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 


na 
| 


| 
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No. 357. 
Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1859. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 15th instant, I am directed by Lord 
* John Russell to request that you will move the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty to convey to Commander Close, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Trident,” his Lord- 
ship’s approval of the Treaty concluded by him on the 3lst of May last, with 
Thomas Caulker, Chief of the Plantain Islands. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No. 358. 
Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “‘ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, August 16, 1859. 

IN reply to your letter No. 192 of the 2lst of May last, relative to the 
expediency of endeavouring to destroy the slave-barracoons in the River Pongas, I 
have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that I should not consider it advisable to undertake any operation 
against those barracoons at present. 

2. The squadron on the station is so reduced that, to collect a sufficient force 
for the purpose, it would be necessary to leave unguarded other places from which 
slaves are more likely to be poner and the risk of loss, both from exposure of 
the men in open boats to the fire of the natives, and to the climate of the river, 
would not be justified by the advantage that would be gained by the operation. 

3. Should their Lordships determine on reinforcing the station with gun-boats, 
as I have suggested, it might then be advantageous to take some favourable oppor- 
tunity, during the healthy season, of making a sudden and powerful attack with 
such a force of gun-boats as would prevent any serious resistance, and would ensure 
the accomplishment of the object, without the risk that would attend a boat 
attack. 

4. Holding these opinions, I have sent a copy of this letter to Commodore 
Wise, instructing him to abstain from any operations until he receives further 
orders from their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 359. 
‘Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, August 16, 1859. 

REFERRING ’to your letter No. 214 of the 13th June, 1859, 1 have to 
request that you will call the attention of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
to the inclosed copy of a letter from the Secretary of State of Liberia to 
Commander Hunt, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Alecto,” in which it is said that 
Her Majesty’s Government has recognized the jurisdiction of Liberia as extending 
to the Sherbro river. 

2. As this statement appears to be at variance with that from the Foreign 
Office dated June 11, 1859, Y tava directed the senior officer of the North Division 
of the West African squrdron to obtain’ from the Liberian Government copies of 
any documents in their possession establishing their claim to the territory in 
question, or showing that it has been recognized by Her Majesty’s Government. 

3. Their Lenrdaliees will also remember that Commodore Protet, Commander- 
in-chief of the French squadron on the West Coast of Africa, in aconversation with 
Commodore Wise, on the 27th of February last, denied the right of Liberia to the 
Gallinas coast, and this makes it still more desirable that there should be some 
clearer definition of the extent of the territory of the Liberian Republic. 

4. With reference to the proceedings of the French, Commodore Wise has been 

Crass A. ; 
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already informed by me that I concur in the view he takes, that Her Majesty's 
cruizers should not interfere in any quarrel that may arise between the French 
and Liberian Government, and I have also called his attention to the instructions 
of their Lordships contained in the letters referred to above. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Z Inclosure in No. 359. 


The Secretary of State of Liberia to Commander Hunt. . 


Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, November 12, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of this day, directed to the President of 
Liberia, in which you request to be informed of the present extent of the Liberian territory north and south of 
Monrovia, and how much of it has been acknowledged by Her Majesty’s Government, as your charts are of an 


old date. 
In reply, I have the honour to inform you that the limits of the territory and jurisdiction of Liberia, as 


recognized by Her Majesty's Government, are as follows, to wit: the River San Pedro on the south-east, and the 


River Shebar on the north-west. | 
This Government will take great pleasure in affording any further information that may be required of it 


by you. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. N. LEWIS. 





No. 360. 
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Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 8, 1859. 
WITH reference to that part of Sir Frederick Grey's despatch No. 107, a copy 
of which was inclosed in your letter of the 15th of August last, relative to the course 
to be pursued towards peter slaves from the Portuguese settlements at Bissio, I 
am directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of the accompanying correspondence 
which has taken place between this office and the Colonial Department, from which 
their Lordships will perceive that Lord John Russell has expressed to his Grace the 
Duke of Newcastle his opinion that these fugitive slaves should be protected at 
Bulama, and that any assistance rendered to them should, if practicable, be repaid 
by them in some shape or other; and, further, that the Governor of Sierra Leone 
should be directed to advise upon this subject as to the mode in which these fugitive 
slaves can be fed, and how they can be employed. 
Iam, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 36]. 

My. Merivale to Mr. Hammand. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 30, 1859. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 5th May, respecting the establishment of some British authority at 
Bulama, I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to transmit to you the copy of a letter which has been received, 
through the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone, from Commander Close, of Her Majesty's ship “ Trident,” reporting 
that a number of Africans had escaped to Bulama from the Portuguese settlements, and had there claimed their 
freedom under the British flag, and drawing attention to the probable large increase of the population, as well as 


to the illegal acts which, as he states, the Portuguese are in the frequent practice of committing on the island. 
I am to request you will submit Commander Close’s letter for the consideration of Lord John Russell. 


Iam, &c. P 
(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 361. 


Commander Close to the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone. 


. “ Trident,” Sierra Leone, May 21, 1859. 

HAVING recently returned from the Island of Bulama, which I believe is, to a certain extent, under your 
Excellency’s government, I consider it necessary to inform you of the state of affairs in that part of Her Majesty's 
British possessions. ; 2 

Since my last visit to Bulama on the 6th January last, 198 fugitive slaves have fled from: Portuguese bondage 
to seek protection under the flag-staff which I erected during my last visit, and where the English flag is always 
flying. The agitation among the Portuguese at Bissao, and in the Rivers Jeba and Bolola, is very great, as they 
foresee the loss of all their slaves. 

Without doubt the Portuguese would have made an attempt to recapture these slaves on the Island of Bulama, 
had it not been for the firm attitude of Mr. David J. Laurence, whom I installed last January to protect the flag 

nd British interest. 
ial The fugitive slaves had arrived naked and starving, and, though Mr. D. J. Laurence held no Government 
appointment, still, ‘at his own risk, he fed and clothed them. : 

As it could not be expected that Mr. D. J. Laurence should be put to so great an expense, I gave him an 
order, in the name of the Government, to feed all fugitive slaves who might arrive in want for a period not 
exceeding thirty days. 

As these slaves had become free upon the British soil of Bulama, it would have been illegal for me to force 
them to Sierra Leone, where they would have. been fed at the Governtient expense; independent of which, it 
would confirm a report the Portuguese have been diligently spreading, that we intended to force them to the West 
“<r sorry so say that it is in the power of the Portuguese to prevent Mr. D. J. Laurence obtaining food for 
the suddenly-increased population of Bulama, by laying au embargo upon the rice, which can only be obtained in 
the River Jeba. Thus the Portuguese hope to starve back their slaves into their possessions. fakes 

I cannot too strongly urge the importance of such a disaster to the British flag and British interest on the 
Island of Bulama. It would be a blow to freedom. It would be a blow to the great progress of that island, which, 
by merely hoisting the British flag, has, in six months, increased the population and produce one-third. The 
produce this year is 90,000 bushels of ground-nuts ; and, next dry season, its produce is computed, by the cleared 
ground, at 180,000 bushels. . : ‘ 

Under these circumstances, I would suggest the necessity of rice being forwarded by your Excellency from 
the African Department of Sierra Leone to feed the fugitive slaves at Bulama, who may starve during the rainy 
season. Oue of Her Majesty's ships shall convey it immediately to Bulama, and it shall be placed in the charge 


Mr. D, J. Laurence to distribute as you may direct. : 
of Mr. “Bs 


Sir, 
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There are 800 slaves at Bissao, all of whom, it is expected, will escape to Bu'ama during the next three 
months: 300 free labourers have made their farme on the island, where they are safe from the peculations of the 
Portuguese and African Chiefs ; in fact, there is no limit to the increase of the population now that a flag-staff and 
English flag is established. 

Constant complaints are brought before me of the illegal proceedings committed by the Portuguese on British 
Bulama. I inclose you two letters of warning I have been compelled to write on this subject ; and shall be glad 
: receive any power, by means of warrants or otherwise, to enable me legally to protect the British subjects of 

ulama. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. A. CLOSE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 361. 


Lerd Wodehouse to Mr. Merivale. om 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 13, 1859. 

I HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter of the 30th ultimo, submitting, for his Lordship’s 
consideration, a copy of a letter from Commander Close, of Her Majesty’s ship “Trident,” to the Acting 
Governor of Sierra Leone, reporting that a number of Africans have escaped to Bulama from the neighbouring 
Portuguese settlements, and have there claimed their freedom under the British flag; and I am, in reply, to request 
that you will state to his Grace the Duke of Newcastle that Lord John Russell is of opinion that these fugitive 
slaves should be protected at Bulama. 

His Lordship desires me to add, that any assistance rendered to these people ought to be repaid by them in 
some shape or other, if any scheme for carrying out such an arrangement should be found practicable; and I am 
further to state that his Lordship is of opinion that the Governor of Sierra Leone should be directed to advise 
upon this subject, and also as to the mode in which these fugitive slaves can be fed, and how they can be 
employed. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 362. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received October 15.) 


My Lord, Admiralty, October 14, 1859. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
a copy of a letter from Commodore Wise, dated the o7th August, No. 63, with copies 
of its inclosures, reporting the loss of the commanding officer, second master, and a 
boat’s crew belonging to Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Brune,’’ drowned on Lagos Bar, and 
suggesting a mode of defending Lagos, with a view to removing the “ Brune ” from 
the Lagoon. 

My Lords consider that, at all events, it will be necessary to recall the 
“ Brune.” 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure | in No. 362. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


r, “ Vesuvius,” Mayumba, August 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of their Lordships, a copy of my letter of the 17th 
August, 1859, reporting the loss of Acting Lieutenant Hope and Mr. Kellow, second master of the “ Brune,” 
with a boat's crew, drowned on Lagos Bar on the 18th July, and suggesting means for fortifying Lagos, with a 
view to dispensing with the services of the “ Brune” in the Lagoon, to avoid the sickness entailed on her crew, 
and the frequent risk of life experienced in crossing the treacherous Bar. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 362. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Cabenda, August 17, 1859. 

WITH deep regret I have to inclose, for your information, the particulars of the sad loss by drowning of 
Acting Lieutenant Hope and Mr. Kellow, second master of the “ Brune,” a gunner's mate, and eleven Kroomen, 
when employed on the 18th July sounding Lagos Bar, to remove the “ Brune” to the outer anchorage. 
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2. This sad calamity, by which Her Majesty's navy loses two good and zealous officers, joined to the 
repeated attacks of fever from which the “ Brune” bet pe! os ten it again my duty to refer you to my letter 
of the 4th November, 1858, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, recommending that the “ Brune” should be manned 
by Kroomen, and her officers relieved at least annually, and on every occasion of being attacked by sickness. 

3. I would at once recommend the removal of the “Brune” from Lagos, knowing the great risk entailed on 
her officers in crossing the Bar and to the boats of the squadron, which have so frequently to visit her inside, also 
the continued sickness from which the European crew suffer, were it not that I am well assured that to develop 
the increasing trade of the Bights and property, it will be necessary for some years to keep an armed force at 

8. 

4. I am convinced, however, that the services of the “Brune” can be dispensed with if Her Majesty's 
Government would deem it advisable to station a detachment of about fifty African troops to protect the town of 
Lagos: and I would recommend that a couple of light earthworks should be thrown up by the people of King 
Docemo, under the directions of the senior officer of the troops, to command the approaches by Penn, They 
should each be armed with a 24-pounder howitzer and a 24-pounder rocket gun. 

5. You will observe, by reference to the chart, that the Island of Lagos is capitally formed fur defence, and 
at a small expense might be protected in such a manner as to defy an African force. 

6. It would be advisable also to despatch an iron bow-gun boat, armed with two 24-pounder rocket guns and 
a 24-pounder howitzer, with light iron plates, four feet high, to ship on the gunwale, and protect the crew from 
all risk of being wounded. ‘his boat, manned by Kroomen, wonld enable Her Majesty's Consul to visit the 
towns on the Lagoons, and if it were ever necessary to adopt coercive measures, she might readily be manned by 
— from one of the cruizers, and would then be strong enough to destroy any native town in the Bight of 

in. 

7. These suggestions appear to me so feasible, and I am so convinced that the King and people of Lagos 
would render every assistance in carrying it into execution, that I trust it will meet their Lordships’ consideration, in 
order that the European officers and crew of the “ Brune” may be released from a position which entails so much 
misery upon them. 





T have, &e. 
(Sigued) CHAS. WISE. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 362. 
Commander Bowden to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Medusa,” at Lagos, July 29, 1859. 


IT is with grief that I have to make the following melancholy report relative to the late officers of the 
“ Brune.” 

The bar at Lagos had been for many days so bad that no boat could cross it even to give the mails to the 
steamer; but on the 14th and 15th it was better, and a few boats came out. On the 16th it was fair, and I 
received a note from Lieutenant Hope, asking me if I would let him bring the “ Brune” out, and telling me he 
would be sure to come out if the boats could. 

The following day the bar was good for this time of the year, and I sent in the letters and despatches I had 
received from you, with a note to say that as you had ordered an exchange of seamen, I thought it advisable for 
the “ Brune” to come out, if he was of opinion he could bring her out with safety; but he was on no account to 
attempt it, or risk anything, nor unless on a fine day and good bar, nor unless he had ascertained the passage had 
not shifted. ‘ 

On the morning of the 18th there was a land breeze and good bar. I saw the “ Brune” coming down the 
river, but she apparently anchored near the spit on the beach, at the boat-passage, at about 7 A.M. 

Thinking he was waiting for the tide I did not signalize to him until after 9 a.m., when I asked if he had received 
the letters. For a long time I got no answer; then he made signal, “ Not understood.” I repeated it, but could 
get no answer; so I made signal, “Is ship a-ground?” and was answered, “ Boat swamped on bar; render every 
assistance to her.’ This I took for his reason for stopping near the boat-passage, but could not see anything of a 
boat swamped from the ship or mast-head. After some time I tried to get an answer to my first signal, but for 
a long time could not succeed. The ‘‘ Brune” at length answered it, and asked, “Have you seen our boat 
swamped on bar?” On my answering, “ No; how can we assist 7” she made answer, “I do not know ; boat is driven 
to leeward ; captain, second master, and crew supposed drowned.” My boats were sent to cruize in-shore, but I 
am afraid they were drowned long before the signal was made.- Mr. Hope, I know, cculd not swim, and my 
belief is that the boat must have instantly gone to pieces. There were a great number of boats apparently 
searching, repeatedly crossing the bar, even where there was no passage, but they saw nothing. 

In the afternoon the “ Brune” signalized, “ Consul on board and in charge of ship; there is no chance, | think 
all lost,” and asked to take the “ Brune” back to Lagos, her anchorage not good, which I affirmed, and she was 
taken back. 

My boats returned after dark, but had seen nothing. The following day the bar was not passable; and in 
answer to my signal I received the following, ‘‘ There is no intelligence ; I think all lost their lives.” 

Since writing the above I have received a note from Lieutenant Lodder, Acting Consul, informing me that. 
Lieutenant Hope with Mr. Kellow, and the gunner’s mate, were sounding on the bar, in a beach canoe, with eleven 
Kroomen, making in all fourteen men drowned. I inclose his note, and have, &e. 


(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





No. 363. 
Lieutenant Simpson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” off Landano, July 17, 1859. 
| HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter and inclosures I have this day 
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addressed to Commodore Charles Wise, reporting the capture of a brig (name 
unknown) for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure | in No. 363. 


Lieutenant Simpson to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” off Landano, July 17, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that at daylight on the morning of the 15th instant, whilst at anchor in 
Cabinda Bay, I observed a brig north-west, about five or six miles distant, standing off the land under all sail, 
with port studding-sails set. {[t being quite calm I dispatched a whaler, in charge of Mr. O'Connell, Acting 
Second Master, to board her; the cutter of Her Majesty's ship “ Vesuvius,” also stationed at Cabinda, and at 
anchor ir-shore of us, followed the whaler, in chase. Shortly before 8 a.m. observed the whaler to go alongside 
of brig, and soon after the studding-sails to be taken in, and the vessel hauled to the wind on starboard tack, with 
head in for the bay. 

At 9°50 (directly the sea breeze set in) I weighed under sail, and stood towards her; on nearing observed 
her to have the boat's blue ensign hoisted. 

At 1 p.m. hove-to alongside of her; and on going on board found Mr. O'Connell, Acting Second Master, in 
charge of her, he having detained her as being engaged in the Slave Trade. She had neither papers nor colours, 
and being in every way fully equipped for the Slave Trade, having a slave-deck laid, a large quantity of water, 
beans, and rice, large open grating hatchways, slave-coppers, and slave-irons, I immediately seized her, and the 
same afternoon sent her, in charge of Mr. O'Connell, Acting Second Master, to St. Helena for adjudication. 

From information obtained from the crew after capture, and from charts found on board, I believe her to 
have been the Spanish brig “ eranza,” from Matanzas, in the Island of Cuba, from which place she sailed in 
the beginning of March last; she is evidently Spanish built, about 160 tons burden, and a beautiful model. She 
arrived on the coast (as will be seen by the accompanying ony of her track marked on her chart found on board) 
on the 5th of June last, and on the 8th the captain went on shore at Cabinda with about 4,000/., to make arrange- 
ment for shipment, the brig being directed to stand off the land for twenty-one days, and then to return. The 
accompanying chart will show that she proceeded to cruize about 200 miles due west of Juma Bay; but on 
returning got becalmed on the 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th ultimo, and so did not arrive at her rendezvous until 
the 5th instant, seven days after her time, when she found that her slaves had been removed, and she was directed 
to cruize off-shore; her track will be seen marked up to the 18th, when they report having been chased by a 
man-of-war steainer, supposed to be the “ Triton.” On the night of the 15th she anchored between Red Point 
and Cabinda, and on communicating with the shore was informed of our vicinity ; she immediately slipped her 
cable, and endeavoured to get off-shore, but it falling calm she was swept by the current into the bay, so close to 
us as to enable us to effect an easy capture. 

The crew consisted of thirteen men, besides the captain and boatswain, who were on shore, and though they 
all denied the fact, | have very little doubt that they were all Spaniards. 

The cutter of Her Majesty’s ship “ Vesuvius” was in sight at the time of capture, and, therefore, entitled to 
share. 

I landed the crew at Cabinda, in compliance with the request of the person representing the captain, a copy of 
which I inclose. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 363. 
Augustin Bofill to Lieutenant Simpson. 
Si Lat. 5° 20' S., Long. 12° 0! E. 


r 
” HAVING been captured by Her Majesty's ship under your command for being engaged in the Slave Trade, 
and not being entitled to the protection of the flag of any State or nation, I have to request you will land me and 


the crew at Cabinda or some safe place. - 
(Signed) AUGUSTIN BOFILL, 
Witnesses : On behalf of the Crew. 
(Signed) C. H. Simpson, Lieutenant and Commander. 
M. J. O’Connext, Acting Second Master. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 363. 


Return of Vessels detained as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and sent into Port for Adjudication. 
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Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “« Vesuvius,” off Londino, July 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that on the return of the cutter of the 

“ Vesuvius” to the ship, on the 12th July, from detached service, I found that 

Lieutenant Allingham, the officer in command, had obtained three felucca-rigged 

vessels off Red Point, in consequence of their having each a cargo of plank, farinha, 

and calavances—evidently for the ee of fostering the Slave Trade. As they 

were unprovided with flag and papers, I captured the vessels under the statutes of 

the 2nd und 3rd Vict., cap. 73, causing them to be first measured and then 
destroyed, being unseaworthy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 365. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Ambriz, August 9, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that on the 8th of August I communi- 
cated with Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” south of Snake’s Head, receiving 
information from Lieutenant Burton, in a Report, dated the 29th July, of a visit to 
the ship “‘ Memphis,” under American colours, disguised as a whaler, and engaged 
in the Slave Trade. Lieutenant Burton doubts the validity of the register 
produced, and states that since the 14th July her movements have been most 
suspicious. For instance, at 3°30 a.m. of the 29th of July, the weather being dark 
and hazy, the ‘“ Memphis” passed Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” and stood into 
Bahia Fonda. She anchored about half a mile from the shore, in four fathoms, 
abreast of ten Cabenda boats and three coasting schooners, and there is little 
doubt would have shipped that night only for the presence of the ‘ Triton.” 

The same day (8th August), at 7 p.m, [ fell in with the “ Memphis” off 
Ambrizette, then, getting under weigh I proceeded on board, taking with me my 
Secretary, Mr. Risk. It is unnecessary to recapitulate what took place, as the 
circumstances are detailed in the inclosed boarding-officers’ report, except to tell 
you that on visiting the vessel I saw at a glance she was only partially fitted as a 
whaler, and, though nearly three months on the coast, had not attempted to 
collect a cargo. : 

The chief mate informed me that the captain was on shore. He would not 
produce any papers of nationality whatever, stating that they were locked up. He 
repeatedly denied my right to verify the flag, stating the American ensign’ to be 
sufficient. Under these circumstances, I informed the chief mate I[ should detain 
the vessel until, by inspection of the ship’s register, I ascertained she was American, 
when I would immediately quit her; and I accordingly placed a cutter’s crew on 
board of her in charge of Mr. Alrich, master. In the meantime, one of the 
‘* Memphis’” boats proceeded on shore for her captain, who, at 11°30 p.m., came 
ou board the ship from the shore. The inclosed Report will show you how 
positively the master of the “ Memphis” refused to produce his register, and 
oe solemnly he would not produce it, and entirely denying my right to verify 
the flag. 

During all these proceedings I fully believed the “ Memphis” had changed 
hands, and had no papers to produce. 1 of course had no intention to permit this 
undoubted slaver to proceed unmolested by simply hoisting the flag of the United 
States. Acting, therefore, on the instructions on the subject for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade, [ would have been justitied in enforcing the production of the 
ship’s register, or, in the event of discovering no authority for hoisting the 
American flag, 1 should have proceeded to search her for indication of maieg 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 1, hati considered it advisable not to adopt suc 
extreme measures until all others had failed, and accordingly notified to the master 
of the “ Memphis” that I detained his vessel until he thought fit to permit her 
nationality to be ascertained. I hoisted out a paddle-box boat manned and armed, 
ordered Mr, Alrich, master, to remain in her anchored close to the “ Memphis,” 
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and not to permit that vessel to get under weigh until the captain produced his 
papers, when she was immediately to be left unmolested. In the event of an American 
man-of-war heaving in sight, I instructed Mr. Alrich to acquaint her Commander 
with the facts of the case, and transfer charge to him. So soon, however, as the 
master of the “ Memphis” discovered that 1 had no intention to permit his vessel 
to escape examination by merely hoisting American colours, he produced his 
register, which was apparently correct, and I, of course, notified to the master that 
he was at liberty to proceed where he liked without molestation. 

The case of the ‘‘ Memphis” is this:—A vessel of 790 tons, outwardly 
disguised as a whaler, leaves the American port of New Bedford. As she was once 
a packet, her two passenger decks answer for slave-decks, her boilers, ostensibl 
for whale-oil, form lier slave-coppers ; her oil-casks receive her water ; und were it 
not that information was forwarded from the United States that she was en 
in the Slave Trade, she would elude all suspicion. She of course cannot be molested 
by Her Majesty's cruizers, or even those of the United States, and having 3 guns 
and 33 men might beat off boats. 

I was determined to verify the flag hoisted by the “ Memphis,” and having 
done so was obliged to leave her to ship unmolested, and I daily expect to hear 
that she has taken away about 1200 slaves from Bahia Fonda, seventeen miles 
north of Ambrizette. 

The many cases occurring similar to the above will assure you of the impunity 
with which slavers leave the United States, and the services of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers causes the death of many hundreds of harmless wretches; for, while a 
cruizer remains in the neighbourhool of the barracoons where they are confined, 
the slaves are marched hurriedly to some other distant spot, and the mortality 
on these marches frequently amounts to some 10 or 20 per cent. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 365. 


Mr. Risk to Commodore Wise. 


’ « Vesuvius,” off Ambrizette, August 9, 1859. 

HAVING, at 7 p.m. of the 8th August, accompanied you on board the ship “ Memphis,” claiming to be 
American, on reaching the deck I heard you ask for the master. A person stating himself to be the chief mate 
replied he was on shore. You then requested to see the vessel's papers. The mate commenced to question your right 
to examination, stating the vessel to be American, and calling attention to the United States’ ensign at the gaff; to 
which you replied you were the English Commodore, and were responsible to the British Government for your 
actions; that the “ Memphis" was a most suspicious vessel, and no whaler. At the same time you pointed out 
several omissions in the fittings of a vessel of that class, and stated that you would require to verify the flag by 
inspéction of her register. After considerable demur on the part of the mate, during which he said that he did not 
know where the papers were to be found, but believed them to be locked up, the master having the keys with him 
on shore, I heard you say, “I demand to see your papers, in order to verify your flag.” We then went below, 
where the mate procured some keys, and entered a side-cabin ; was employed some seconds, apparently attempting 
to open a box. On re-entering the saloon, he stated he could not produce his papers without bursting open a box, 
and that he had no intention of doing so, at the same saying he would send a boat for the captain. You informed 
him you would not permit the ship to get under weigh, or any boat to leave her, until you verified the flag by 
inspection of the register, when you would immediately leave the vessel. You then hailed the “ Vesuvius” to 
send an armed cutter, which on arrival alongside at 7°30 p.M., the crew came on board in charge of Mr. Molyneux, 
mate, and I returned to the “ Vesuvius.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. BOND RISK, Secretary. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 365. 


Boarding Officers’ Report. 


“ Vesuvius,” off Ambrizette, August 9, 1859. 
August 8, at 11:30 p.m.—THE Undersigned went on board the “ Memphis” with Commodore Wise. 
The Commodore asked the person representing himself to be the captain for his register. He replied he 
would not show it to him, because he (the Commodore) had been on board and insulted his officers. 

“ Then,” said Commodore Wise (in the presence of the Undersigned), “ I again ask you, will you show me 

our register? I only want vou to prove your nationality."—To which the captain replied, “I will not, by God! 
hat authority have you for asking for it ?” 

Commodore Wise.—The authority of my Sovereign. 

Captain Moody.—Well, I have my own authority, and I won't show it. 

Commodore Wise—Then I shall detain you. 

Captain.—You may do what you like. 

cass A, 2N 
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The Commodore then gave an order to Mr. Alrich, Master, to remain on board, not to prevent the “ Memphis” 
weighing, but to let him know, and he would accompany her. 
(Signed) W. G. ALRICH, Master. 
HENRY CAMPION, Paymaster. 


August 9, at 8:30 A.m.—The Undersigned went on board the “ Memphis"’ with Commodore Wise. 

On going on board, the Commodore said, «' I think we had better go below.” 

Captain.—Very well. 

Commodore.—Send for some of your officers, please. : 

We then proceeded to the cabin; and, in our presence and that of the officers of the ship (three in number), 
Commodore Wise made a statement of his reasons for suspecting the vessel's nationality; asked him how he had 
insulted the officers; said that he never intended to do so; and concluded by asking for the ship’s register, 
offering to prove his right to see it by showing his instructions. 

Captain.—I don't want your instructions; I have mine from my owners and myself, and won’t show my 
papers to any one but an American officer, and then not without a receipt. 

Commodore.—I don’t want your papers; I only want to see your register, to prove your nationality ; will 
you show it me ? 

Captain.—I will not; I have said it, and I will not show it, by God ! (striking ! is fist on the table). 

Commodore.— Then I shall detain you, and you must not get under weigh. 

Captain.—I will ; and if I see a whale, I shall lower my boats. 

Commodore.—No, | will not allow you 

Captain.—I have three years’ provisions, and I know you have not so much, 

Commodore.—I will remain as \ony as it suits my convenience, and then I shall leave an armed party. 

Captain.—You had better leave a good one, then, for I will sink with the American flag up. I am game, 
by God! 

‘ The Commodore then spoke to the ship’s company, and told them that the captain had refused to show his 
papers ; that, consequently, he had detained him; and that if they attempted to get the anchor up, they must take 
the consequences. 

The captain then called the crew aft, and said: “ Have you not all shipped for a whaling voyage of not more 
than forty-eight months ?—A. “ Yes.” 
“ Have I not done my best, since leaving, to get oil ?”—A. “ Yes.” 
During the whole of this interview, the master repeatedly stated that the only reason he had not shown his 
papers was, that he said he would not, and what was a man who did not keep his word ? 
(Signed) W. G. ALRICH, Master, 
HENRY CAMPION, Paymaster. 
WM. BOND RISK, Secretary. 





No. 366. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Vesuvius,” off Snake’s Head, August 15, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that this morning a barque (which was 
observed the previous evening at so in Bahia Fonda), ran down towards the 
“ Vesuvius,” and I dispatched a boat on board to ascertain her nationality. 

By the inclosed reports of the boarding officers you will observe that she 
proved to be the American slaver “Star of the East.” Her papers being correct | 
was obliged to leave her unmolested. 

I have, &e. 
Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 366. 
Messrs. Alrich, Campion, and Risk to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Snake's Head, August 15, 1859. 
THE Undersigned, agreeably with your orders, proceeded this morning to board a vessel under American 
colours, which had anchored the previous evening in Bahia Fonda, and when visited was running down towards 
the “ Vesuvius” before the wind. 
By inspection of her register she proved to be the American barque “ Star of the East,” a noted slaver, 
2, eee in the name or Pierre and Pearson of Brooklyn, J. W. Hinckley master, who stated he was cruizing on 
the coast. 
Having verified the flag we immediately left the vessel, without obliging her to alter course, the master stating 
he had no complaint to make. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) W. G. ALRICH, Master. 
HENRY CAMPION, Paymaster. 
WM. BOND RISK, Secretary. 
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No. 367. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Triton,” off Bahia Fonda, July 29, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in accordance with Article 11, page 14 
of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I boarded a ship named 
“« Memphis” under American colours off this place, this day, to prove her nationality. 
I examined her register: it was in the usual form, but I have great doubts as to its 
validity. The following is a true extract from this ship’s log :— . 

“ At 6°55 a.m. boarded the ship ‘ Memphis’ under American colours ; no entry 
was required in her log, and no complaint made.” 

I strongly suspect, from the suspicious movements of this vessel since the 
14th instant, on this part of the coast, that it is the intention of her master to ship 
slaves, she being a suspected vessel, and yesterday I discovered ten Cabenda boats 
and three coasting schooners at anchor close in shore. 

On seeing the ‘“ Triton” they at once commenced to disperse: I caused them to 
be examined, and although their cargoes consisted of calavances, rice, firewood, &c., 
I did not consider them as liable to be detained. 

At 0:30 a.m. in the middle watch, the weather dark and hazy, a vessel was 
observed close in the starboard beam standing well in for the land, and anchored 
in four fathoms of water, about a mile and a-half abreast of the place where I found 
the Cabenda boats and schooners. 

This vessel proved to be the ‘‘ Memphis,” and from information recently 
received, coupled with the collection of native boats, I firmly believe that she came 
in for the purpose of shipping slaves. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 367*. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Triton,” of Ambrizette, July 30, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in accordance with Article 11, page 14 
of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I boarded a barque 
named ‘‘ Ottawa” under American colours off this place, this day, te prove her 
nationality. [ examined her register: it was in the usual form, but have great doubts 
as to its validity. The following is a true extract from the log of this ship :— 

“ At 6:25 p.m. boarded the barque ‘ Oftawa’ under American colours; no entry 
was required in her log, and no complaint made.” 

This vessel, as well as the “‘ Memphis,” is mentioned in the list of suspected 
slavers, furnished from the Foreign Office, dated 23rd April, 1859. 

I baie, &e. 


(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 368. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


7 “ Vesuvius,” off Londino, July 26, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose for your information the Reports of the officers 
whom | sent on board the American barque ‘‘ Isla de Cuba,” of New York, to verify 
the flag she hoisted. Their visit proved her papers to be correct, even in having her 
slave-coppers (called boilers), provisions, plank, and other equipments for the Slave 
Trade, openly and regularly entered on her manifest, which appeared in every 
respect correct. She is the property of the noted slave-dealers Cunha Reis and Co., 
of New York, who also own the “ Ellen,” “ Charlotte,” “ Panchita,” “ Tyrant,” and 
other noted slavers which are annually despatched from New York for slaves 
always provided with correct papers. ; 


Sir 


2N 2 


276 ' REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


2. The “ Isla de Cuba” is daily expected to leave the coast with slaves, as she 
has done under similar circumstances in 1857, and, I believe, in former years. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 368. 
Lieutenant Allingham to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, * Vesuvius,” off Black Point, July 14, 1859. 
IN pursuance of your orders I proceeded to board the barque flying an American flag, at auchor in Black 
Point Bay. She proved to be the “‘ fsla de Cuba,” of New York: her papers appeared to be correct. 
The Master made no objection to my proving the nationality of the vessel, and on my leaving her made no 
complaint. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. O’D. ALLINGHAM. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 368. 
Mr. Carr to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius, off Black Point, July 14, 1859. 
IN pursuance of your orders I accompanied Lieutenant Allingham to board the American barque flying an 
American flag at anchor in Black Point Bay. She proved to be the “ Isla de Cuba,” of New York. Her papers 
appear to be correct. 
The Master made no objection to Lieutenant Allingham’s proving the nationality of the vessel, and on our 
leaving her made no complaint. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. CARR, Master's Assistant. 


No. 369. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Vesuvius,” August 27, 1859. 

FROM the 26th to 31st of May Commander Close was employed endeavouring 
to collect the Chiefs of the Bompey and Ribby rivers, to hold a conference on board 
the “ Trident” and make peace between them ; dispatched boats up both these rivers, 
but received on board the Chiefs of Bompey any Mr. Lawson, Chief of the Police, 
who had proceeded up the Ribby river in the Colonial gun-boat on the 26th, 
returned on the 31st of May, to report that all the war-chiefs were anxious for 
peace, but were unable to act without the orders of Bocary Silly, the head Piminca 
war-chief, who lived a long way off. 

On the morning of the 4th July boarded, in Black Point Bay, the celebrated 
American slaver “ Isla da Cuba,” but her papers being perfectly correct, even to 
having her mopperss plattle and provisions entered in her manifest, I was obliged to 
leave her unmolested. 

On the 22nd July, the “ Archer” fell in with the slave-schooner ‘‘ Stephen H. 
Townsend,” and, having despatched a cutter in company with her to watch her 
movements, she was captured on the 26th, her master having destroyed his flag and 
papers. She was found to be fully fitted for the Slave Trade, and was about to 
ship 500 slaves at Mayumba. From information received from this vessel, it 
appears that Mayumba has become a very favourite shipping-place, and slaves are 
shipped as far north as Cape Pedras. 

Captain Hewett dispatched a boat, in company with the prize, to cruize off 
Mayutttie, where about 1,000 slaves are collected. 

On the 29th July the “ Archer” proceeded into Loango to complete water, 
leaving that anchorage on the 8rd August, communicating with the “ Vesuvius ” 
off Killongo, on the 5th. 

On the 9th, when at anchor off Banda Point, a barque was observed standin 
in for the land. On the vessel going about the “ Archer” proceeded in chase; and, 
on coming up with her, she proved to be the Mexican barque “ Laura,” cleared 
from New Orleans. On lifting her hatches she was found to be fully fitted for the 
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Slave Trade, and was accordingly dispatched as a prize to Vera Cruz by virtue of 
the Treaty with Mexico. 

The “ Archer,” still cruizing in the neighbourhood of Mayumba, on the 17th 
August, at 10:30 a.m. sighted a topsail schooner standing in for Mayumba Head, 
and immediately paibeetted in chase. On observing the “Archer,” the schooner 
bore away under every stitch of canvass, and it was found necessary to get up 
steam. At 345p.m., after firing several shotted guns at her, she hove-to, and 

roved to be without papers or colours, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

uring the chase the schooner was cut down nearly to the water’s edge to improve 
her sailin qualities, and it was so rendered necessary to burn her, being unseaworthy. 
There is little doubt but that this vessel is the Spanish schooner “ Juava,” which 
sailed from Havana the 28th May, 1859. 

On the 13th June, when in latitude 0° 50’ south, longitude 4° 30’ east, “ Viper” 
proceeded under steam to Annobon, passing that island on the night of the 14th, 
and the following morning chased and captured a large brigantine, without papers or 
colours, fully equipped for the Slave Trade; finding her unfit for a long passage, 
she was surveyed and burnt. 

On the 15th June the “ Antelope” captured a barque ten miles north of 
Killongo: she was about 250 tons; no name, colours or papers, and fully equipped 
to receive 800 slaves. She was sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 

There is little doubt but that this vessel was once the American barque 
“ Antelope,” but on capture she was said to have been formerly the “ Amanda and 
Maria,” the joint property of Ximenes Martinez and Lafitte, a wealthy Havana 
firm connected with Paris and London, and also her master Antonio Huerta; she 
was consigned to Silva, and the money for the purchase of slaves had bee : 
forwarded to the Congo, via Liverpool and London. 

On the 30th of July, the “ Triton” boarded the American slaver barque 
 Ollawa.” | 

On leaving Juma Bay on the Ist August, the “ Triton” anchored at noon, the 
“ Memphis’ being in sight to seaward all day. Weighed on the 2nd, and was 
passed by the “ Ottawa” running to the northward. Anchored on the 8th, near 
Point Padrone, in the evening, and Lieutenant Burton was informed by his boats 
that the“ Ottawa” and “ Lillie Mills,” slavers, had passed up the river: he accord- 
ingly proceeded after them in the “ Triton,” anchoring in company at Punta da 
Lenha. The “ Lillie Mills’” papers were very irregular; she, however, hoisted 
American colours, although there is little doubt she is Spanish property: she 
landed her slave-cargo the following day. 

On the morning of the 11th, the “ Ottawa” weighed from Punta da Lenha, and 
was followed, by the “'Triton :” both ships anchored at about eight miles below 
Punta da Lenha, at a part of the river where a cargo of slaves have been recently 
shipped in the “ Bronsville.”” Being so closely watched, the ‘‘ Ottawa” dropped 
out of the river and proceeded to the seaward to the southward ; and Lieutenant 
Burton'was informed that 700 slaves were in a barracoon, ready for shipment, at the 
back of a pocenaens factory close to which the “ Ottawa” was anchored, and that 
they were immediately dispatched inland on the first appearance of the ‘ Triton.” 
It is reported that having failed at Punta da Lenha and in the river, the “ Ottawa” 
intends trying Ambrizette or Moanda. 

At daylight on the morning of the 16th July, being at anchor in Cabinda Bay, 
a brig was observed to the north-westward, about five or six miles, standing off the 
land ; it being calm at the time, the ‘“‘ Pluto's” whaler proceeded in chase, also the 
cutter of the “ Vesuvius.” The brig proved to be without colours or papers, fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, and was sent to St. Helena for adjudication ; she is 
said to have been once the Spanish vessel “ Esperanza.” 

The above reports of the cruizers will assure you of the briskness of the Slave 
Trade this year. 

Within the last eight months twelve certain shipments have occurred, while six 
more are almost certain. No less than twenty slavers, exclusive of those captured 
or escaped, have left for the coast within the last five months; a great portion of 
that number are at present cruizing on this division of the station, waiting until 
their slaves are collected. 

Under these circumstances I would respectfully suggest that the squadron is 
immediately reinforced and kept up to, at least, eighteen cruizers, instead of ten as 
at present. Off-shore cruizing, with a view to capturing full slavers, might then be 
established with success, and it would be possible the vessels on the South Coast, by 
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oF assistance of their boats, in such a manner as to leave no portion of it out of 
sight. 

i The Slave Trade has increased under the American flag to an unprecedented 
extent, and will continue to do so until the squadron is almost double its present 
strength ; for the few ships now on the coast, although following the most vigilant 
system of cruizing, do not materially even check the efforts of the slave-dealers, 
and so easy is it to ship where the coast is necessarily left unguarded, that even 
Spanish and Mexican vessels are again visiting the coast in numbers, knowing the 
many chances in favour of their escape. 





No. 370. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admirulty. 


s “ Vesuvius,” off Londino, July 26, 1859. 

_ 1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter No. 85 addressed to the Commander-in-chief, 
reporting on the actual state of the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa to the 
30th June of the present year. 


Sir 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 370. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 33' S., Long. 10° 25! £., July 20, 1859, 

IN reporting on the actual state of the Slave Trade, and the progress made towards its suppression, between 
the Ist of January and 80th of June, 1859, I will first lay before you a Return of the vessels captured in that 
period, by which you will observe that 9 vessels, capable of containing about 6,000 slaves, have been taken possession 
of by our cruizers. This account, however, includes the United States’ vessels ‘‘ Orion” and “ Ardennes,” 
conveyed by Her Majesty’s ships “ ‘Triton ” and ‘* Pluto,” respectively, to the American corvette ‘‘ Marion," whose 
whose Commander despatched them to New York for adjudication. 

2. The remaining 7 slavers were undoubtedly Spanish property, although unprovided with flag or papers. 
There may be a doubt on the subject of the “ Juliet,” captured by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Archer,” deserted by her 
crew ; the captain and supercargo having absconded with the money with which they were intrusted for the purchase 
of slaves. But I think that the circumstance of her two chief officers leaving the vessel is primd facie evidence that 
they were well aware she had no claim to nationality. 

3. The reopening of the Slave Trade from Spanish ports, in addition to the numerous and extensive 
expeditions leaving America, will demand their Lordships’ serious attention, in order that measures may be 
adopted for preventing continued breaches of the Anti-Slave Trade Treaty existing between Great Britain 
and Spain. 

ra A barque captured by the “ Heron " in April last, which I believe to be the Spanish vessel ‘* Zorencita,” 
sailed direct from Cadiz for this coast, fully fitted for the Slave Trade. Under similar circumstances, a Spanish 
brigantine, name unknown, captured by the “Viper” on the 15th of June, cleared from Cadiz the 18th of 
March 

5. The Spanish schooner “ Regla,” fully fitted for the Slave Trade, left the port of Cardenas last 
February, without being even visited by the authorities, and has since been captured without nationality. The 
“ Antelope,” formerly called the “ Amanda and Maria,” the property of Ximenes, Martinez, and Lafitte, 
found no difficulty in leaving Havana in March last, and the ‘‘ Dorado” found her movements alike uncon- 
trolled. 

6. Having acquainted you with the particulars of the captures made by Her Majesty's cruizers, it is 
with regret I have to call your attention to Inclosure 3, where you will observe that ten certain shipments have 
taken place to 30th June, and in the short space of six months 6,150 slaves have been conveyed to Cuba. In this 
Returi: I have iné¢luded 800 shipped in the noted “ Panchita,” in the middle of December last. The more correct 
Return for the last six months will therefore be nine slavers, capable of conveying 5,350 slaves. All these vessels 
were American, except a schooner said to be Spanish, called the ‘* Annette,” which escaped last April. 

7. The account of vessels escaped must necessarily be much less than what have actually left the coast ; for 
it requires many months, and much inquiry, to arrive at anything like facts. I have good reason to believe 
that if the following slavers were added to the number I have shown as escaped, the Return would still be 
under the truth. 

Probably conveying, 
slaves. 
Known to have escaped between Ist January and 30th June, 1859, 9 slavers .. 5,350 
Suspected to have escaped, no certain information yet received :-— 


“ Tacony” .. # aie $6 oe ie a rE 900 
“ Enterprise” is i ‘i = ie a oe 300 
“ Mianus” .. os we wie ee ae we «x 500 
“ Huntress” .. a ae ate An mr oe re 500 
“ FE. A. Rawlins” a ai se a a eA i 800 
“ Memphis” .. oe oe ee ws ae or we 1,200 
“Ines” er 0 iH ais 4% aw ir a 350 


Total, which have probably escaped during last six months .. oe ve 9,900 
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With reference to the rumoured escape of the last seven vessels, I trust to obtain reliable information in the 
course of a few weeks. 
8. With a view to bringing prominently to your notice the gigantic scale upon which slave-trading expedi- 
tions are being organized during the present year, I have prepared the Return warked Inclosure 4, showing the 
articulars of vessels which have cleared from American ports and Cuba during the four months ending in April 
ast, and which are not accounted for in either the Return of slavers captured or escaped. 
By reference to all three Returns, you will find the following to be a tolerably accurate abstract account of the 
actual state of the Slave Trade as conducted in 1859 :— 
Slavers. .. Capable of containing, 
Total number of vessels supposed to have arrived on the West slaves, 
Coast of Africa between the Ist January and 38rd June, 
1859, not including vessels which have cleared from western 
ports subsequent to the 20th of April, 1859, and exclusive 
of “ Panchita”  . 37 a 24,350 





Deduct, captured on West Coast of Africa to 30th June, 1859 9 oi 6,150 

2s te 18,200 
Of which we know to have escaped to 3rd June, 1859 9 : 5,350 
Leaving to be accounted for ae we va +6 19 és 12,850 


9. The above account will therefore show you, that of the number which cleared from western ports to the 
20th of last April, there remain to be accounted for 19 slavers, capable of containing 12.850 slaves; but there is 
every reason to believe that 7 of that number, as already mentioned, have escaped, with 4,550 slaves, leaving 
12 vessels, of a size that would convey 8,000 slaves, yet to be accounted for. Of the 12, only 4 vessels—the 
“ Emma Lincoln,” “ H. C. Sampson,” “ Isla de Cuba,” and “ Camilla"—have yet reached this part of the 
coast. The first three have been boarded by the “ Vesuvius’” boats. Information of the “ Cumilla” was 
obtained from the master of a prize recently captured, who stated she had 25,000 dollars on board, and was 
cruizing in the offing, waiting to ship at Killongo. he arrival of the remaining 8 vessels is daily anticipated. 

10. Having endeavoured to give you a faint idea of the Slave Trade as conducted in 1859, I would beg to 
draw a comparison with the two previous years. 

11. In 1858 and 1859, 22,000 slaves are believed to have been imported into Cuba; the number shipped 
being much about 11,000 each year; but in the short space of four months, ending 1859, no less than 37 vessels, 
capable of containing 24,000 slaves, have sailed from western ports for this station. If slave-trading expeditions 
continue to be dispatched for Africa in the same proportion during the eight months commencing Ist of May, 
1859, 105 slavers, capable of conveying 71,000 slaves, will arrive on the African Coast in the course of the 
twelve months ending in March 1860. ‘Taking the average captures, one-fourth of that number will be seized by 
Her Majesty's cruizers, still leaving 79 vessels, capable of containing about 53,00 slaves, to run their chance of 
eluding Spanish men-of-war off Cuba. Now this calculation I believe to be much under the actual facts, being 
exclusive of slaves shipped from the East Coast of Africa. 

12. In the various Reports 1 have made on the Slave Trade during the past two years, I have invariably 
expressed my conviction that it would annually increase so long as it was conducted under the cover of the 
United States’ flag, and by the merchants of that country. It has done so, and must continue to gather strength ; 
for British cruizers are but little check on vessels provided with correct American papers. 

Our officers are vigilant, and strict cruizing is maintained. American slavers are almost daily fallen in with. 
But what is the result ? Vessels are boarded of whose character you have frequently received previoue informa- 
tion from Her Majesty’s Consuls at Cuba, New York, and other reliable sources. 

This year, the slavers’ papers are produced, as a rule, without demur. On inspection, they show every 
evidence of being most ¢dorrect ; a hint is, perchance, given of slave-fittings; straightway the slaver's manifest is 
voluntarily produced, and there, officially signed and perfectly regular, is a list of cooking-stoves or boilers (which 
form the slave-coppers), thousands of feet of lumber (to construct a slave-deck), slave provisions in large quantities, 
for water-casks, and, in fact, every fitting for the Slave Trade. 

Such is American law! The captains of slavers ridicule it. They boast openly that monvy does all things ; 
state there is a corner to creep out of, if captured by American cruizers (which is a very remote chance); and, 
tauntingly, beg to be informed of an instance where a slaver's captain has been hung for piracy. And they are 
right: the Commanders of United States’ cruizers do not, to my knowledge, make captures so much on acccunt 
of the detained vessel being engaged in the Slave Trade as for some irregularity in the vessel's papers. It there- 
fore results that correct papers will cover almost any amount of slave-trading. So long as the boilers, provisions, 
and plank for deck, and other proofs of slave-trading are inserted in the manifest, so long is the vessel protected 
from detention by American men-of-war, and, of course, by British eruizers. The case of the “ Emma Linco!n,” 
which was boarded and searched by the United States’ corvette “ Marion” in April last, and released, in conse- 
quence of her papers being correct, although slave-coppers, plank, and, I believe, a complete slave-deck and 
provisions for slaves were discovered, proves the correctness of my assertion. 

13. It is almost unnecessary to revert to the many instances of American slavers leaving ports in the 
United States fully fitted for the Slave Trade. New Orleans, being a seaport of slaving celebrity, may be expected 
to take a leading hand in such expeditions, but I cannot help feeling surprised that New York should be, this year, 
one of the greatest slave-trading ports. 

14, When such houses as that of Cunha Reis, Figaniere and Co., of New York, are acquiring thousands by 
a successful Traffic in blood, we may well question the sincerity of the American Government in assisting England 
to suppress so unnatural a Traffic, and their Treaty with Great Britain becomes a mockery 

15. To Cunha Reis and Co., of New York, belong the noted slavers “ Panchita,” “ Ellen,” “Isla de Cuba,” 
*“ Charlotte,” “ Tyrant,” &c. Except the last named, they all sailed direct from New York fully provided with 
slave-fittings, and have each returned to Cuba with slaves, except the “sla de Cuba,” which is still awaiting a 
cargo. The “ Ellen,” “Isla de Cuba,” and “ Charlotte” have each, on former occasions, conveyed slaves to Cuba 
under the American flag. 

16. The cases of the “ Tucony,” “ Fanchita,” and “J. J. Cubb,” which, having cleared from New York 
fully fitted for the Slave Trade, returned to Cuba with slaves, the “ Star of the East,” which cleared the 31st of 
March (Cunha Reis’ ships, as before mentioned), also the slavers “ Orion” and “ Ardennes,” which have been 
zent back by the United States’ corvette “‘ Marion’ to New York with the slave-fittings they received at that port, 
all prove how much the capital of the United States is engaged in slave-trading ; while the ship ‘* Mem, his,’ of 
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New Bedford, fitted to receive about 1,200 slaves, and the fleet of vessels arriving from New Orleans and other 
proves that the morbid feeling in favour of slave-tvading has extended generally throughout the country. 
17. It therefore appears that the immense increase of slave-trading expeditions may be attributed— 
Ist. To the ready means by which American law is evaded, and the impossibility of convicting the interested 


parties, 
2ndly. To the facilities afforded of receiving slav of plank, coppers, and provisions, all at New York 
and other American ports, all of which is duly entered in t pei 0 as cargo. 

Srdly. To the absence of American men-of-war from this station, the cruizing being confined to one sailing- 
corvette, present for a few months out of the year, and then generally anchored at St. Paul de Loanda ; the 
remainder of the eighty guns spending their time more pleasantly at Madeira and Porto Praya. 

: 4thly. The fact that the whole British squadron have no legal power in any way to molest American 
slavers, 

And lastly. The never-ending demand for slaves in Cuba. and the high price given in that island for negroes, 
generally averaging thirty times the cost of the slaves purchased on the coast. 

18. Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Havana, states in his various Reports very truly that, 
so long as slavers escape the vigilance of the African squadron, so long will there be little check on their nefarious 
pursuits, and a golden iatesis will repay their efforts. 

19. The only object of an American slaver is to ship her cargo out of sight of an English cruizer. This is 
readily managed. The exact position of each of Her Majesty’s cruizers is wall known. That portion of the coast 
which the small number of the cruizers renders it occasionally necessary to leave unguarded is the point selected for 
shipment ; there the slaver proceeds unmolested, and ships her miserable freight, which are hurriedly marched to the 
spot, no matter how distant. 

20. This expensive, cruel system is accompanied by the most terrible, most heart-rending loss of life that can 
well be conceived. In chained gangs, the unfortunate slaves are driven by the lash from the interior to the 
barracoons on the beach; there, the sea-air, insufficient diet, and dread of their approaching fate, produce the 
most fatal diseases ; dysentery and fever release them from their sufferings; the neighbouring soil grows rich on 
the decaying remains of so many fellow-creatures, and the tracks are thick-strewn with their bones. On a short 
march, of 600 slaves, a few weeks back, intended for the “Emma Lincoln,’ 125 expired on the road. The 
mortality on these rapid marches is seldom less than 20 per cent. Such, Sir, is the Slave Tradé~under the 
American flag. Unmolested by their country’s laws and cruizers, not permitted to be interfered with by Her 
Majesty's vessels, they successfully follow their hellish pursuits, sacrificing to their idol gold the lives of many 
thousands of poor, harmless, defenceless wretches. 

21. There is but one way to suppress such inhuman proceedings: an adequate American steam-squadron, 
empowered to capture vessels with slave cargo or fittings on board; an increased British squadron, possessing by 
Treaty the power of handing over to the United States’ cruizers all slavers as their flag; and a firm 
understanding with Spain that the day has at length arrived when her solemn Treaty-engagements must be adhered 
to, and the Slave Trade suppressed. 

22. I consider it unnecessary again to revert to minor suggestions I have made in former reports. I see no 
reason, however, to alter my opinion on any one of them; and, in conclusion, I fully believe that the suppression 
of this cruel Traffic might be so readily accomplished by adopting, if possible, the means I have just detailed, in 
consequence of the Slave Trade being confined to so small a portion of the coast of Africa, in comparison with 
former years, and slaves imported to the single Island of Cuba, that I can scarcely think that trifles will make the 
English Government pause in the execution of a noble and philanthropic work, which has been successfully 
followed, at an immense loss of life and money, until the last few years, when the prostitution of the American 
flag set all our good efforts at defiance. — 

ave, ke. 


(Signed) CHAS. WiSE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 370. 


Return ef Slavers captured on West Coast of Africa from January 1 to June 30, 1859. 









October 91,1868. Havana | Supposed “Juliet” a -»| Slave-deck, ¢ er i ed Deserted tS Sa beg pr 5 
Ditto tee | Master landed before capture with colours and papers. P| 
Ditto — vy 
January 19, 1859. New| “Orion” . Cleared from New York for Punta da Lenbs, 
to same as Spanish slaver “ Antelope ;” A 
‘Spanish property. “> 
"fot ond rene OR aly "Marty whem wake New Tore 
‘February. Cadiz Left Cadis at night, without permission of authorities. 4 
Her gs grmer Baye bol gn 
— Nang vadted by the snteorition — 
‘March 18, 1859. Cadia No papers or flag. Spanish ensign found in cabin. 


No name, papers, or colours. 





(Signed) CHAS. WISE, Commodore, Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 370. 


Returw of Vessels escaped with Slaves, from December 15, 1858, to June 30, 1859. . 





September 6, 1859 oo 


2am =: ie Ly ha tee ES 
December 20, 1858 ‘Visited by Her Majesty's ship “ Viper.” 

Jenuary 1859. 

December 1858... 

February 1858... Visited by “Conflict” and “Pluto.” 

February 14, 1839 

February 180... ~.| Said to have been concealed in the Congo. 





Shipped, from December 15, 1858, to January 30, 1859 oo = 
Deduct, shipped in “Panchita,” December 1858. esse nee 


Shipped, from January 1 to June 30,1859) ewes 


‘SUBOLMO “IVAVN WOU SLMOgTA 


BOs 


Inclosure 4 in No. 370. 
Rervan of Slavers cruising on the West Coast of Africa waiting an opportunity to ship ; Vessels supposed to have shipped; and Slavers whose arrival is daily expected. 





F FREE 
88se8 8 


Boarded by “Vesuvius ;” every article required for a slaver entered in ber 
Bearded by “Hydra” and “Veruvias’™ boats, te. ‘as probably shipped 
Neryet anived uly 90, 1859) 


i 
F 


Iie 


t 


Net yet arrived (90 July, 1859). All her slave-fittings and cargo entered in 
a TS eek tae on ae a aa Is 


‘Not yet arrived (July 20, 1859). All her slave-fittings and cargo entered in 


PPPPrry; 





Hy 
e 


American 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Spanish 
American 
Ditto 
.| Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
.| Ditte 
| Ditto 
Ditto 


‘Vessels cleared to end of April 1859, to be accounted for—19 
Of which seven, marked (*), have probably shipped with 


Eltilessssestegete 


‘Leaving to be accounted for... Of this number the “Emma Lincoln,” “C. H. Sampson,” “ Isla de Cube,” 


Camilla,” are the only vessels yet arrived. 





N.B.—This Beturn is exclusive of three suspected Portuguese vessels lately at Loanda, viz., the “ Venus,” “ Triomphante,” “ Tarugo IL.” 
(Signed) CHARLES WISE, Commodore, Senior Oficer, West Coast of Africa. 


‘SHIOMAO 'TVAVN WOUT SLUOdTH 
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No. 371. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Triton,” Ponta da Lenha, August 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in accordance with Article 11, page 14, 
of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, | boarded a brigantine 
named “ Lillie Mills” under American colours at this place, this day, to prove her 
nationality. I examined her register; it was not signed by any naval officer, and 
the signatures of the Collector and Deputy Collector of Customs of Key West were 
both made by the Deputy Collector, which was verified by her master. 

This vessel is mentioned in the list of suspected slavers furnished from the 
Foreign Office, and her present master, R. H. Weeks, mentioned that he served as a 
seaman in Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Dido” in 1848, but now called himself a citizen of 
the United States. 

On my passing close to this vessel previous to boarding, her crew was seen to 
cover her holds and hatchways, and she had a slave cargo on board, as I saw it 
landed the next morning. 

On the back of her register was a sale of mortgage to Antonio Fernandez, a 
Spaniard, due on the Ist June last. No entry was required in her log, and no 
complaint made. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 


No. 372. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Triton,” off Bahia Fonda, August 17, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that | captured a schooner, name unknown, 
off this place this day, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, without papers or colours ; 
the crew immediately abandoning her, and landing when within gun-shot of the 
“Triton.” Her slave deck was clean swept, and she was in all respects perfectly 
ready to receive her cargo. 
I have sent her to St. Helena for adjudication, in charge of Mr. Edward 
C. Smyth, Second Master. 
I have, & 


Cc. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 373. 
Commander Sullivan to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


** Conflict,” at Sea, Lat. 3° 45’ N., Long. 13° 05’ W., 
Sir, September 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that on Sunday last, the 18th of September, being in the latitude 
1° 35’ north, longitude 10° 10° west, I fell in with a barque flying colours as per 
margin,* standing east-south-east. 

Having brought her-to, I sent Lieutenant Coxon on board of her to ascertain 
her nationality, a copy of whose report I inclose. In consequence of a message from 
him I went on board myself, and found everything as stated in his report, and so 
took possession of her, and sent her the same day, in charge of Mr. Bridge and a 
prize crew, to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 

The sum of 330 doubloons in Spanish gold was found among the captain’s 
effects, which I removed to this ship for their greater security. 

The crew state themselves to be Italians, but will not say from whence they 
come or where they were bound, beyond acknowledging that they came for 600 
slaves ; but I have no doubt in my own mind that the vessel left some port in Spain, 
in all probability either Santander or Bilbao, as many articles on board of her were 


® Red, white, and blue; red to the mast. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 285 


marked with those names; and although the crew call themselves Italians, I have 
no doubt from their language they are Spaniards. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. W. SULLIVAN. 





Inclosure in No. 373. 
Lieutenant Coxon to Commander Sullivan. 


Sir, “ Conflict,” at Sea, September 18, 1859. 

I BEG to inform you that according to your directions, I this day boarded a barque flying colours as per 
margin,* in order to ascertain her nationality. 

On going on board, the person in command informed me that the colours were worth nothing, and that the 
vessel had neither name nor papers, and on searching I found her to be fully equipped for the Slave Trade, having 
on board a large number of leaguers of water, plank for slave deck, besides provisions and two large boilers, &c. 

The person in command made no complaint on being boarded. 

I have, &e. 
Witness : (Signed) J. H. COXON. 
(Signed) H. W. SHortt, Master's Assistant. 





No. 374. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received November 12.) 


My Lord, Admiralty, November 11, 1859. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Simpson, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto,” dated 
the 4th September, together with a copy of its inclosure, reporting his having 
caused the American ship ‘ Rebecca” to be boarded off Londino, in consequence of 
her being suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade; and I am also to transmit 
copies of a letter from Commodore Wise, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Vesuvius,” dated 
the 5th September, No. 67, and of its inclosures, giving further particulars relative 
to the “ Rebecca,” and calling attention to the impunity with which the Slave 
Trade is carried on under the flag of the United States. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure ] in No. 374. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Killoo, September 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report the boarding, at 7 p.m. on the 4th instant, of the American ship “ Rebecca,” 
of New Orleans, which was erroneously stated to have shipped at Mayumba on the 28th July last. 

The inclosed boarding officers’ report will give you the history of the “ Rebecca,” to which I have only to add 
that she was detained by the United States’ Marshal for one day at New Orleans, but released for want of proof of 
being engaged in the Slave Trade. Subsequently sailed from thence with the emancipated slaves of the late 
Mr. McDonough, of New Orleans, who were landed in execution of his will as emigrants at Monrovia. The 
“ Rebecca” has since visited Mayumba, and is now about to proceed to the Congo. Her master, Mr. Carter, 
apparently an Englishman, has the effrontery to acknowledge her intention of shipping slaves, knowing that Her 
Majesty’s cruizers have no power to molest him. 

The “ Rebecca” is Spanish property, belonging to the Spanish house of Pratts, Pujol, and Co., of New 
Orleans, who also own the “ Bronsville,” which lately escaped with a cargo of slaves from the Congo. 

There is now no check on the Slave Trade under the American flag, and little risk of capture ; consequently, 
as a rule, instead of worthless brigantines, &c., large and valuable clipper-built ships are daily arriving. 

The “ Rebecca’ is one of the swiftest sailing-vessels afloat, and her master homed several runs of more than 
240 miles in 24 hours laid down upon the chart. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





* Red, white, and blue, perpendicular; red to the mast. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 374. 
Boarding Officers’ Report. 


THE Undersigned, agreeably with your orders, proceeded, "Venn ot ion Sopromth cinta 
wi r P at 7 P.M. r, to ascertain the 
nationality of a ship-; vosslt anticsied te Londino Bay, and having no flag fying. 

By inspection of register (which we believe to be correct), she proved to be the “‘ Rebecca,” of New 
Orleans, 534 tons, ship-rigged. owned by the Spanish house of Pratts, Pujol, and Co., of New Orleans, and 
commanded by a Mr. Caner who is apparently an Englishman. 

The master of the “ Rebecca” did not conceal his intention of shipping slaves; said he would first proceed to 
the Congo, and supposed Her Majesty's cruizers would keep a sharp look-out for him. The “ Bronsville” belongs 
to his owners, and he was much pleased to hear of her escape in June last with a cargo of slaves. 

(Signed) W. G, ALRICH, Master. 
HENRY CAMPION, Paymaster. 
WM. BOND RISK, Secretary. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 374. 


Lieutenant Simpson to Commodore Wise. 


ir, “ Pluto,” off Londino, September 4, 1859. 

HEREWITH I beg to inclose the boarding officer's report of having this day boarded the American ship 
“‘ Rebecca,’ T. Carter, master, T. Pratt, of New Orleans, owner. Her register proving correct, she was not 
detained or molested; but I have reason to believe she has come on the coast for slaves, as she is bound to the 
Congo, and the master refused to state what his cargo consisted of, or to whom it was consigned. 

No complaint was made by the master, or any other person on board, nor did the master require any notation 
made in his log. 

My reason for boarding her was, on account of her standing in for the land at Londino, and knowing she had 
been standing on and off the land for the last month without any apparent object. _ 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 374. 
Boarding Officers’ Report. 


« Pluto,” off Londino, September 4, 1859. 

. AT 1215, in latitude 5° 10’ south, longitude 11° 45’ east, boarded the American ship “ ebecca,” T. Carter, 

master, owner T. Pratt, of New Orleans. Examined her register, and finding it correct, did not detain or 
molest her. ‘ 

No complaint was made by the master, or any other person on board, nor was any notation required to be 


made in her log. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON, Lieutenant and Commander. 
WM. HAY, Assistant Paymaster, in charge. 





No. 375. 
Commander Fitz Roy to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Falcon,” off Whydah, August 17, 1859. 
IN consequence of information that slaves were on the beach, branded and 
destined tu be shipped in the United States’ brigantine “J. Harris,” of New York, 
1 this day directed G. W. Strong, Senior Lieutenant, and Mr. Hunt, Master of this 
ship, to visit and ascertain her right to the American flag. The papers were 
found correct, and the master made no complaint of 4 Een gy 
I have, &c. : 
(Signed) A. G, FITZ ROY. 





No. 376. 
Lieutenant Simpson to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Pluto,” Cabinda Bay, September 4, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you I yesterday seized, in Cahinda Bay, 
two launches, for being without papers or colours, and Losin a quantity of slave- 
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plank on board, as, also, chains fore and aft the boat for the purpose of fastening 
the slaves to while shipping or transferring them from place to place. 

Having ordered them to be surveyed, and ascertained their measurement to be 
. as stated in the inclosed report, I, on the recommendation of the surveying officers, 
pea ace to be destroyed as being unfit to make a passage to either St. Helena 
or Sierra Leone. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) C. B. SIMPSON, 





Inclosure in No. 376. 


Report. 


Measurement of Launch No. 1. 


Ft. in. 
Extreme length over all from stem to stern-post ee . oe +. 38 0 
Extreme breadth over all amidships ag si <e ie -- 10 9 
Depth ascertained by housing of mainmast below the gunwale .. se <» “OS 

Measurement of Launch No. 2. 

Ft. in. 
Extreme length over all from stem to stern-post se ee oe +. 37 0 
Extreme breadth over all amidships ai ee oe ee - 10 6 
Depth, ascertained by housing of mainmast below the gunwale .. a s & 0 





No. 377. 
Captain Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Archer,” August 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of their Lordships, that 
when at anchor off Matooli Point on the 17th instant, a top-sail schooner was 
sighted standing in for Mayumba Head. We immediately weighed, under sail, 
in chase. The weather being squally and very misty, we shortly afterwards lost 
sight of the schooner. At 12:15, the schooner was observed close into Mayumba 
Head, and who, on observing us, bore away, setting his top-gallant sail, square- 
sail, and studding-sails. Finding the chase gaining considerably on us, steam was 
got up, and at 3°45 p.m., after firing blank and shotted guns, she hove-to and 
shortened sail. I proceeded on board accompanied by Lieutenant Thomas, and 
found her a vessel without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave 
Trade, and in accordance with the warrant for the detention of vessels claiming no 
protection, I seized her as a legal prize. Some of the beams were cut, as also the 
vessel herself, nearly to the water’s edge, rigging, &c.; every means having been 
bra joe to increase her sailing powers. Having ordered a survey to be held on her, 
duplicate Reports of which are inclosed, I deemed it best, in her present unsea- 
worthy state, to burn and sink her. 

o information whatever could be obtained from the crew, the account given by 
each being so very contradictory; but I believe she was about to ship at 
Mayumba. . 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W.N. W. HEWETT. 





No. 378. 
Captain Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, “* Archer,” Banda Point, July 27, 1859, 
I HAVE the honour to report that at 9-15 a.m., on the morning of the 23rd, 
1 sighted a barque standing to the northward, under all starboard studding-sails 
and stay-sails. I immediately altered course, and made all possible sail in chase 
hoisting our colours. At 9°45 the barque was observed to take in her starboard 
studding-sails, alter course to south-west, and set her port studding-sails. Findi 
the chase gain, steam was got up, and at 12 o’clock we passed the chase, which h 
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a few minutes before hoisted the American flag. I went on board, accompanied by 
Mr. Childs, master, and boarded the barque “ Star of the East,” from New York, 
bound to St. Paul de Loanda. I asked him his reason for steering to the north- 
ward, if going to St. Paul, and why he had altered his course to south-west on 
seeing us make sail and chase. His answer was, that seeing us chasing a fore-and- 
aft schooner, and knowing what lay she was on, he hoped to draw our attention 
away from the schooner; and he acknowledged to making his vessel a decoy-duck, 
as he called it. I told him his conduet was very suspicious, and, as he was a 
suspected vessel, I felt it my duty to keep company with him to St. Paul, to where 
he was bound, or, at any rate, to see him off this part of the coast. 

The master of the barque then gave me a written declaration, in which he 
solemnly swore that the vessel was on a legal voyage, his register being correct, 
and he of his own accord having shown me his log, and as I was anxious to follow 
the schooner, I abstained from following him, and he proceeded on his way without 
any detention on my part, as he never shortened sail or altered his course for my 
boat-crew coming alongside. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





No. 379. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Triton,” off Muella, September 11, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, in accordance with Article 11, page 14, 
of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I boarded a ship named 
“ Emily,” of 301 tons burthen, under American colours, off this place, this day, to 
prove her nationality. I examined her register ; it was in the usual form, but I have 
<¥ — of testing its accuracy, The following is a true extract from the log of 
this ship :— 

Ke <a er visited ship ‘ Emily,’ under American colours, and by 
the request of her master I inserted the following remarks in her log :— 

‘“¢], Robert Heron Burton, Lieutenant in Her Britannic Majesty’s navy, and 
commanding Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘ Triton,’ boarded this vessel 
this day; her papers are in the usual form, and no complaint was made by the 
master.” 

This vessel anchored in Bahia Fonda Bay in the night of the 10th instant, 
in three and-a-half fathoms, being about a mile from the shore, which part of the 
coast is solely appropriated to the Slave Trade, and from the following reasons 
it is mv firm belief that she has come for a cargo of slaves, viz. :— 

1. The vessel arriving at night, taking up her position close in-shore, off a 
well-known slave depét, and one of her passengers (an American, whom IJ believe to 
be the present owner), visiting the shore the same night. 

2. On passing her stern I observed the name ‘‘ Emily, of Boston,” on it, the 
words “ of Boston ” being partly erased by black paint. I called the attention of her 
master, Mr. William Lindsay, to this circumstance, when he replied that the word 
“‘ Boston” had never been there, but it was the words “ New York,” and which he 
had seen himself two days previously ; the passenger also made the same statement, 
and got into the stern boat to verify it, where he found the mistake: he then added 
that the vessel formerly belonged to Boston, the master also remarking that he had 
not seen her stern since leaving New York, although he had already declared that 
he had seen “‘ New York ” painted on it two days before. 

3. Her master stated that he had but one cask of water in his ship. I saw two 
tiers of leaguers on his upper deck, several of which had water in them, and also 
remarked that she had unusually large hatchways, and that several small casks 
were cut in halves, and fitted the same as tubs used by slaves, which were stowed 
under the forecastle. 

4. A man calling himself the boatswain of the “ Emily” told one of my boat’s 
crew that the vessel had called at Havana since leaving New York ; this I made the 
master acquainted with, when he flatly denied it, and produced his log, saying that 
he had only touched at Ambriz since he cleared out of New York: he also stated 
that he could not get water at Ambriz, and was informed by a Portuguese authority 
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there, that he could obtain that article at Bahia Fonda, which was the reason of 
his anchoring there. 

5. His register describes her as a barque or vessel, and her rig has been altered 
from barque to ship since leaving New York, which the master admitted that he 
had done himself. 

He had two passengers on board, one an American, the other a Spaniard. 
Failing to procure water at Bahia Fonda, he left that place (as he stated) for 
Loango, for the purpose of filling up with water. 

I have, &c. . 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 380. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Vesuvius,” at Sea, Lat. 0° 4’ S., Long. 7° 53’ 40” E., 
Sir, September 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter No. 101 to the Commander-in-chief, bringing 
to his notice the conduct of Commander B. J. Totten, of the United States’ 
corvette ‘‘ Vincennes,” who, in consequence of a requisition from me (also inclosed) 
dispatched his boats to visit the slaver “ Memphis,” under American colours, yet 
when that vessel was sighted would not make an examination of her, which must have ° 
resulted in the capture of that noted slaver; also calling the Commander-in chief’s 
attention to a second instance of Commander Totten’s disinclination to check the 
prostitution of the American flag, as detailed in paragraphs 13 to 16 of my letter, 

o. 99, to Rear-Admiral Grey, a copy of which was forwarded to their Lordships 
in my letter No. 68 of the 10th September, 1859. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure | in No. 380. 


Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Mayumba, September 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the copy of a letter I addressed to Commander B, J. 
Totten, of the United States’ corvette ‘“‘ Vincennes,” at St. Paul de Loanda, acquainting him that the noted 
slavers “ Memphis,” “ Star of the East,” and “ Ottawa,” &c., were openly cruizing, under American colours, 
between Ambriz and the Congo, waiting until their slaves were collected, and that very many slavers, under 
American colours, were on the coast, while some fourteen had escaped since the Ist January, owing to the 
protection afforded by the American flag. 

2. Although Commander Totten complied with my request, so far as dispatching his boats, which were towed 
to Fonda Bay by Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” yet all this apparent desire to co-operate with Her Majesty's 
cruizers was rendered a mere mockery from the circumstances detailed in Lieutenant Burton's letter, where he 
— communicating with the ‘ Vincennes,” on the 26th August, pointing out to her Commander the slaver 
“ Memphis” in the offing, and offering to get up steam and tow his boats to her, which offer was declined, 
Commander Totten stating he could overtake the ‘‘ Memphis” in his own ship; he did not, however, attempt to 
do so, and a3 might be expected, through Commander Totten’s apathy, the “ Memphis” escaped a visit which 
must have resulted in her captnre. 

3. Paragraphs 13 to 16 of my letter No. 99 will bring to your notice a still more flagrant instance, not 
merely of Commander Totten’s indifference in executing the duty which is supposed to call American men-of-war 
to the coast, but I regret to say a disregard of a promise which I implicitly believed in, and the neglect of which 
resulted in the escape of the noted slaver “ Isla de Cuba,” owned by the Portuguese Reis, her real master being 
the Portuguese Correa, and certainly sailing under a flag procured by fraud and perjury. 

4. I regret that the Commander of an United States’ man-of-war should not show some little desire to save 
the flag of his country from being so openly prostituted, knowing that such conduct causes the flag of the Union 
to be employed to cover the slave-trading transactions of every adventurer in the universe. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) CHAS. WISE. 


Crass A. 2P 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 380. mn 


Commodore Wise to Commander Totten, U.S.N. 


Sir, ; “ Vesuvius,” off Snake's Head, August 15, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, on the 14th instant, I again sighted the slaver “ Memphis,” 
under American colours. On observing the “ Vesuvius” she weighed from Bahia Fonda, where the slaves are 
supposed to be collected, and stood to sea: at the same time a barque stood into Bahia Fonda, anchoring close in- 
shore. I anchored after dark, and the following morning observed the barque running down towards the 
* Vesuvius :” when I dispatched a boat to ascertain her nationality, she proved to be the noted slaver “ Star of 
the East,” of New York, whose master stated he was cruizing on the coast. 

Under these circumstances of the much increased prostitution of the flag of the United States to cover 
slave-trading transactions, and the fact of your now having it in your power to capture the “ Memphis” and 
« Star of the East,” together with several other vessels under American colours, daily expected to ship on this 
part of the coast, you will, I trust, pardon my requesting that, if possible, you will make it convenient to visit 
this locality at an early date in the “ Vincennes,” or, in the event of a refit of that vessel precluding you from 
doing so, perhaps you would deem it advisable to dispatch boats to the neighbourhood of Bahia Fonda. Lieutenant 
Burton, of Her Majesty's ship “ Triton,” who delivers you this letter, will assure you of the pleasure he will have 
in affording every possible assistance to your boats. 

In conclusion, I beg to inform you that some further vessels have already escaped, ‘With slaves, this vear, 
under the cover of the American flag, while there are eight vessels daily expected to ship on the South Coast. I 
must again assure you how anxiously I anticipate a joint system of cruizing being soon established by the United 
States’ squadron to suppress the Slave Trade under the American flag, which is now carried on to an unprecedented 
extent. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 380. 
Lieutenant Burton to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Triton,’ off Mayumba, September 18, 1859. 


THE letter I received from you on the 16th of August last, addressed to Commander Totten, of the United 
States’ corvette “ Vincennes,” I delivered to that officer at St. Paul de Loanda on the 19th of the same month, and 
have the honour to inform you that the following conversation took place between Commander Totten and myself 
on that occasion. I acquainted him that there were four slavers under American colours between Ambriz and the 
River Congo, stating how requisite it was that an American cruizer should visit that part of the coast without 
delay. He replied that he hoped soon to be ready for sea, but did not give any fixed period. I again urged him 
to adopt prompt measures regarding these slavers, and suggested his sending boats to overhaul them; which 
suggestion, he said, would not have occurred to him had it not been made. I informed him I should be ready for 
sea on the 22nd, and offered to co-operate with him in any way whatever for the suppression of the Slave Trade ; 
also to tow any of his boats to any cruizing-ground he might think fit to send them. 

He remarked, that he thought that Commodore Wise was very energetic in his measures for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade; to which I replied that I hoped that all employed in that duty were actuated by the same 
motives. I asked him if I was to expect any of his boats on board the “ Triton,” on the 22nd; when, after 
hesitating some time, said he would send two boats, at the same time adding that he expected to be ready for sea 
as soon as the “ Triton” was. Commander Totten returned my visit on the 20th, and, in the course of conver- 
sation, asked me if the “ Triton” would be ready for sea as soon as the 22nd. I replied that the vessel would be 
ready for sea at 5 p.m. on that day. Accordingly, at that time two boats, manne and armed, came on board, 
which I conveyed to Fonda Bay, from which Bay they proceeded, on the 24th, along the coast as far as the 
Congo. 

On the 26th I again communicated with the ‘* Vincennes” at Fonda Bay, and pointed out to her Commander 
the slave-ship “ Memphis,” beariug north-west. The wind being so very light, I offered to get up steam and tow 
his boats to examine her. He declined this offer, remarking, in a very disinterested manner. that he thought he 
could overtake her in his own ship. I then preceeded to leave his ship, stating that I would not detain him, when 
he said that there was no hurry, and seemed perfectly indifferent as to whether the United States’ flag was hoisted for 
the base practice of carrying on the Slave Trade or otherwise. From the conversation I had with Commander 
Totten on the occasions before-mentioned, respecting the suppression of the Slave Trade, I deem it my duty to 
bring before your notice the great want of energy, of indifference, and apathetic disposition displayed by Commander 
Totten on all subjects respecting the trafficking in slaves under the colours of his own States, or any other 
nation. 

I regret to add, that this indifference on the part of the American cruizers tends greatly to aggravate the 


troubles and inconveniences of the officers commanding Her Majesty's cruizers on as West Coast of Africa. 
have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 
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No. 381. 
Captain Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, . “Archer,” Banda Point, July 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honvur to report, for the information of their Lordships, that at 
7 a.m. on the 23rd instant, I sighted a fore-and-aft schooner standing to the north- 
north-east, and which shortly afterwards went about and hauled close to the wind 
on the port tack, heading south-east and south. The wind being light, I found the 
chase gaining: steam was got up and our colours hoisted. At 9, being close to 
the chase, she hoisted the American flag and hove-to. Lieutenant Hand, accom- 
panied by Mr. Childs, Master, went on board and saw the register of the schooner 
‘¢ Stephen S. Townsend,’ cleared from New Orleans for St. Thomas and a market. 
The appearance of the vessel, with a mixed crew and a Portuguese supercargo on 
board, and the nervous way in which the master answered questions put to him, 
led Mr. Hand to request [ would come on board, which I accordingly did. The 
master informed me that he was going to St. Paul de Loanda, and quite voluntarily 
showed me his chart, which I observed was kept in Spanish. The Portuguese 
supercargo kept constantly taking the master dite into the cabin and remon- 
strating with him in a very angry tone. I saw, by the track on the chart, that he 
had not been to St.Thomas, and that he had evidently been into Mayumba Bay, 
the course for which place he was steering when we first sighted him. The master 
also acknowledged to keeping no log, saying, that for this voyage he did not want 
one. 

As the schooner was down on the list of suspicious vessels, his not having 
proceeded to St. Thomas, the place for which he cleared, and also the course he was 
first steering, led me to determine to send the gig away manned and armed in 
charge of Lieutenant Hand to keep company with the schooner, and watch her 
closely. During the night we followed the schooner. The master of the schooner 
made no objection to what was done, and even volunteered to take our boat into 
Banda Point, for which place I had given Lieutenant Hand the rendezvous. | said 
I would enter the whole particulars in his log if he considered I had detained 
him; to which he replied that it was nearly calm, so he would as soon work up 
inshore as outside. On the afternoon of the 25th we picked the pinnace up off 
Banda Point, and remained at anchor there, waiting for the gig. At 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon of the 26th, we sighted the schooner. As the wind was light, 1 
proceeded in the cutter to chase her. On boarding her I found Lieutenant Hand 
with | gig’s crew on board, the American flag hauled down, and not a paper to 
be found, : 

The supercargo turned out to be the captain; and on opening the hatches, 
six men whose nationality is not known, but apparently alos Portuguese or 
Spanish, came up, who had been concealed below. She was fully equipped for the 
Slave Trade, a slave-deck laid, coppers ready, slave-cargo, and water. ‘The man 
who at first answered as master, acknowledged to be only a passenger. The vessel 
did not claim the protection of any flag, and had no papers on board; and, in 
accordance with the warrant for the detention of vessels claiming no protection, | 
seized her as a lawful prize. 

The Captain acknowledged afterwards that he had been into Mayumba Bay, 
and when we sighted him he was on his way back to ship 500 slaves (who were all 
ready) for Cuba. 

A sum of 213 Spanish doubloons was found on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W.N. W. HEWETT. 





No. 382. 
Coptain Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Ir, ** Archer,” Banda Point, August 10, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of their Lordships, that on 
the morning of the 9th, when at anchor off Banda Point, | sighted a barque 
2P2 
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standing in for the land. The wind being light, at 7-30 Lieutenant Thomas proceeded, 
with both gigs manned and armed, in chase of the strange sail. At 8°30 the 
ry was observed to go round and make all sail, standing to the westward off 
the land. The land breeze coming off we weighed in chase, and observing that the 
barque gained on us, steam was got up. At 10°30 our colours were hoisted, and 
we proceeded. At 11:30 observed the chase hoist Mexican colours, and our boats 
to get alongside of her. At 12:30 being close to the barque we stopped ; Lieutenant 
Thomas came on board and reported having boarded the Mexican barque “ Laura,” 
cleared from New Orleans, bound to the River Congo. I proceeded on board, 
accompanied by Lieutenant Thomas, and saw the papers of the vessel. I then told 
the master that in consequence of his going about, and making all sail, when he 
observed our boats, and also his being so close into Banda Point, a notorious slave- 
pans es place, and quite out of his route for the Congo river, I considered his 
conduct very suspicious, and by virtue of the warrant and authority in me vested, 
which I showed him, [ requested him to open his hatches, that I might proceed to 
search the vessel. He refused to open his hatches, they being covered over with 
tarpaulin, and only recently nailed down with battens (a very unusual thing with 
a legitimate trader in fine weather). 

Lieutenant Thomas, of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, speaking 
the Spanish language, then read to him the part of the Treaty with Mexico 
by which officers of Her Britannic Majesty’s navy, being duly furnished with the 
warrant, are authcrized to search Mexican vessels under suspicion of being engaged 
in the Slave Trade. The master still persisted in not complying with my request 
to open his hatches, and having repeated it three or four times more in the presence 
of Lieutenant Thomas, Mr. Gunson, Master’s Assistant, and my boat’s crew, and 
having explained to him that he was disobeying the orders of his Government by 
refusing ; and after his again refusing, [ ordered my boat’s crew to open them. 

I have here to report that i getootage on my giving the aforesaid order, the 
master and mate called the ship’s crew aft, and jeered and laughed in. the most 
insulting way. 

On the hatches being opened we found beams for a slave-deck, spare plank which, 
in the course of an hour or two, might have been laid for a slave-deck the port side 
before the mainmast, and also abaft the mainmast, both sides laid, with a slight 
bulkhead abaft the after hatchway ; there were also two hundred and odd pipes of 
fresh water, as nearly as myself and the officers have examined, would contain 
100 tons. Slave-coppers were also found, with ladles, slave tin-pannikins, as 
commonly used in slavers, also a quantity of bricks for the slave-coppers, with 
lime. A very large medicine-chest, filled with all kinds of medicines which a 
vessel destined to take over slaves would require. 

1 inclose, for your information, a copy of the register and clearance from New 
Orleans ; you will there see that it: particularly specifies, when the vessel was cleared 
from that port, the 200 pipes were described as empty, that no mention is made of 
the slave-coppers, or anything that could be called such, no bricks, or lime for 
making mortar, and slave tin-pannikins. You will also observe that the whole of 
the cargo cleared from the Custom-house, New Orleans, by Pratts, Pujol, and Co., 
the same firm who cleared the “ Bronsville,” and many other vessels that have 
left this coast with slaves, is entirely a slave-cargo, and with the exception, 
perhaps, of a little more beans [sic], she might have shipped a cargo of slaves in the 
course of two hours. 

The master knowing nothing, as he said, of the slave-coppers, and other things 
not mentioned in his manifest, I told him I considered his vessel was destined to 
embark slaves, and by virtue of the authority in me vested I seized her as a 
Mexican who -had violated the Treaty between that country and Great Britain. I 
then collected the ship’s papers (four in number), a receipt for which I gave the 
master, and also a copy of Ferm No. 4, agreeably with the instructions. e mate, 
as well as the master, now became most violent and insulting, calling me and my 
officers pirates, and no gentlemen. The crew, consisting of fourteen persons and 
two passengers, and only one being a Mexican, the rest being Spaniards and 
Portuguese, considering also the length of the voyage to Vera Cruz, and the large 

rize-crew I should have to detach from Her Majesty’s ships under my command to 
insure their being properly guarded, I deemed it my duty to take the greater part 
out of her, leaving the number of men specified by Treaty, intending the rest 
Portuguese to be handed over to the authorities at St. Paul’s de Loanda, and the 
Spaniards to those at Fernando Po, as having been found on board, and taken out 
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of, a Mexican vessel fully equipped for the conveyance of slaves, and breaking the 
Treaties between those countries and Great Britain. 

I demanded of the master whether he or his owners had ed any declaration 
that they would not receive on board the vessel any slaves, and whether the owners 
had given security to the proper authorities equal to the value of the vessel and 
her cargo, agreeably with the laws of Mexico dated the 8th August, 1851, Article 8; 
his answer was that no declaration had been made, or bond entered into. 

Lieutenant Pitman, accompanied by one subordinate officer and twelve men, 
leaves this on the 12th for Vera Cruz, agreeably with Treaty. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure in No. 482. 
(No. 4.)—Form ofa Report and Manifest of the Cargo of a Ship or Vessel bound to a Foreign Port. 


Report and Manifest of the Cargo laden at the Port of New Orleans, on board of the Mexican barque “ Zaura,” 
whereof P. Lastra is master, bound for Rio Congo. 


Name of Shippers :—Pratts, Pujol and Co. 


10 barrels peas. 
60 barrels rice. 
30 barrels beef. 
15 barrels pork. 
80 kegs lard. 
40 jugs oil. 

4 casks wine. 

4 casks rum. 

6 boxes wine. 

4 boxes liqueurs. 


4 baskets champagne. 


100 barrels bread. 
12 boxes crackers. 
6 barrels vinegar. 
20 tubs mackerel. 
3 bags coffee. 
2 casks Scotch ale. 


6 kegs butter. 
4 bags salt. 

12 barrels potatoes. 
4,200 feet lumber. 
4,000 pipe staves. 

20 barrels flour. 

1 cask hams. 
20 boxes cod fish. 
20 barrels bread. 
& dozen painted buckets. 
6 tons coal. 
200 empty pipes. 
2 boxes brandy. 
6 boxes raisins. 
6 boxes vermicelli. 
60 pipes shooks. 


2 passengers, without passports. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT, Acting Captain. 


District of New Orleans. Port of New Orleans. 
I, P. LASTRA, Master or Commander of the Mexican barque “ Zaura,” bound from the port of New 
Orleans to Rio Congo, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear, that the manifest of the cargo on board the said 
barque, now delivered by me to the Collector of the District, and subscribed with my name, contains, according to 
the best of my belief and knowledge, a full, just, and true account of the goods, wares, and merchandize now 
actually laden on board of the said vessel, and of the value thereof; and if any other goods, wares, and merchandize 
shall be laden or put on board the said barque ress to her sailing from this port, I will immediately report the 
same to the Collector. I do also swear that I do verily believe that the duties on all the foreign merchandize 
therein specified have been secured according to law, and that no part thereof is intended to be relanded within 
the United States; and that if by any distress or other unavoidable accident it shall become necessary to reland the 
same, I will forthwith make a just and true report thereof to the Collector of the Customs of the District wherein 
such distress or accident may happen. 
So help me God. 


Sworn to, this 15th day of April, 1859. 
Before me, 
(Signed) J. W. Mants, Collector. 


(Signed) PABLO DE LASTRA. 
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No. 383. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Mayumba, September 10, 1859. 
INCLOSED I have the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter No. 99 to the Commander-in- 
chief, reporting the detention of the slaver barque “ Isla de Cuba.” 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 383. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Mayumba, September 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the copy of a letter I have addressed to Commander 
B. J. Totten, of the United States’ corvette “ Vincennes,” acquainting him with the circumstances which induced 
me to detain the barque “ Isla de Cuba,” in my opinion fraudulently sailing under an American flag and engaged 
in the Slave Trade. 

To recapitulate what is already mentioned in the inclosed, I must inform vou that, on the 19th August, I 
boarded the “ Jsla de Cuba,” in Black Point Bay. 1 had received two days before the information contained in 
the inclosure to their Lordships’ letter of the 7th June, 1859, wherein a list is given of vessels engaged in the 
Slave ‘Trade whose papers, though authentic, have yet been procured by gross perjury, the laxity of the Custom- 
house Regulations enabling correct documents to be obtained by merely making the oath of ownership, which 
must be done by an American citizen; this oath, in the case of slavers, is generally made by some porter or other 
person who is paid for false swearing, and has no interest whatever in the vessel. 

My hands being thus strengthened, and finding the ‘ Js/a de Cuba” to be one of the vessels referred to, I 
at once resolved to make an example of her in the event of discovering sufficient grounds ; in order, if possible, 
officially to expose the system which so readily enables slavers to fit out in American ports and elude capture on 
this coust by Her Majesty's cruizers. 

On inspecting the “ Js/a de Cuba's” register, 1 found that this important document had been altered and 
erased. The name of the master being originally stated as “ John,” which, in a different handwriting and ink, was 
altered to “ Loren,” 

The log was next examined, and I at once ascertained it to be a forgery ; for being anxious to discover where 
the “ Isla de Cuba” had been cruizing since arrival on the coast, I asked her master, who informed me he had 
visited the Gaboon. By taking out the distance run on the log I found it was at least 150 miles short, and the 
cruize marked N.N.W. and NE. could never have fetched the Gaboon, with the prevailing winds and currents, on 
this part of the coast. 

The master and mate were now much confused. I taxed them with the fact of their papers having been 
fraudulentiy procured, related the former history of the “ Zsla de Cuba,” her having taken a cargo of slaves in the 
Bights in 1857, her second attempt in 1858, when the object of her voyage being disclosed by her captain the 
crew mutinied, and under the command of the mate the “ Isla de Cuba” returned to Boston, was seized by the 
Federal authorities, condemned and sold as a slaver, bought in again by her former owners, refitted, and in March 
1859 again dispatched to the coast by the celebrated slave-dealer Cunha Reis, her real captain being the noted 
Portuguese Correa, for many years engaged in the Slave Trade. All these statements were tacitly acknowledged. 
Her real captain, the Portuguese Correa, would not come on board, but dispatched a Frenchman named Cuinha, 
who stated himself to be acting supercargo. Having my suspicions in a manner confirmed by the forgeries, 
alterations, and evident fraud I had discovered, I resolved to lift the “ Jsla de Cuba's” hatches, and did so, 
notwithstanding the entreaties of the master that I would forego my intention. 

The cause of his trepidation was evident: two hours would have fully completed the “ sla de Cuba” for the 
reception of her slaves, who were there on the beach. The slave-deck was partially laid; the plank, ranged along 
the wings of the vessel, would take but few minutes to secure; about ninety leaguers of fresh water, many barrels 
and cases of rice, farinha, and fish, sufficient for about 600 slaves, were discovered. Inthe square of the hatchway 
were the “ /sla de Cuba’s” slave-coppers, and, forward, very many posso-tubs and ben were found for their use, 
and, in fact, her complete fittings for the reception of slaves fully proved. I may further state that the majority 
of her crew were apparently Spaniards and Portuguese. - 

I now tented to despatch the ‘ Jsla de Cuba’ to the cruizer of the country to which she fraudulently 
claimed to belong, and on the 20th of August, placing Lieutenant Allingham on board of her, I instructed him 
to transfer the slaver “Isla de Cuba” to the jurisdiction of the Commander of the United States’ corvette 
“Vincennes,” at St. Paul de Loanda, or any other American man-of-war he might fall in with. 

My reasons for assuming this grave responsibility were, first, a firm conviction that the information contained 
in the inclosure to their Lordships’ letter was perfectly correct ; that, in fact, the “ Isla de Cuba’s” papers were 
procured by the gross perjury and fraud there mentioned. Of this I was morally convinced, and felt assured that 
a judicial trial would confirm my opinion. Under this conviction I looked upon the “ Zsla de Cuba” as no more 
entitled to the protection of the American flag than a man would be a British Admiral by fraudulently procuring 
and displaying a commission belonging to an officer of that rank. 

2ndly. I felt assured that her real captain was the Portuguese Correa, and that so soon as the shipment was 
made, the few Americans on board would proceed to the shore, leaving the “ Jsla de Cuba” with her rightful 
owners. 

3rdly. The instructions with respect to the Treaty with the United States direot that if the vessel proves to 
be really American, she is immediately to be left unmolested. Again, that the United States’ flag would not give 
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verse 4 to those who had no right to bear it; and further, that when a Brit'sh Commander had reason to 
believe that the United States’ flag was dishonestly used, and that the vessel is engaged in the Slave Trade, and is 
either British, or belongs to a nation which has given to Great Britain the right to detain her vessels when so 
engaged, that he is, in co-operation with the officer of the United States, to cause her to be visited and dealt with 
according to her nationality. 

Under these heads I would beg to impress upon you :— 

1, That in my opinion the “ Isla de Cuba” did not prove to be really American : previous information, the 
the discoveries made on boarding her, and the fact of her real owner and master being ese, all militated 
against such a conclusion. As the instructions state that if a vessel really prove to be what her colours denote, 
she is to be quitted, the natural inference is if she does not so prove she is to be detained. This I did, knowing 
Pd ua United States’ flag would not give immunity to those who had procured its protection by perjury and 

raud, 

Lastly, as I did not believe the “ Isla de Cuba” to be lawfully entitled to American protection, she would 
come under the head of vessels not legally entitled to claim the protection of any State or nation, sailing under 
a false flag ; but to deal with the “ Js/a de Cuba” according to her uationality, it became necessary to hand her 
over to one of the cruizers of the country whose flag she prostituted, in order that her real owners might be 
traced, when the fact of her not being the property of an Amezican citizen would have been clearly proved. I 
therefore dispatched the ‘‘ Isla de Cuba” to the “ Vincennes,” feeling morally assured that I was doing right, 
but at the same time knowing that nothing but a judicial trial in the United States would prove the legality of my 
actions. 

Such being proved, a system which has been carried on fur years would have been exposed, the laxity of the 
American laws which enables Spaniards and Portuguese to carry on their nefarious pursuits under the protection 
of United States’ colours, and so renders nugatory the Slave Trade Treaties between Her Majesty’s Government 
and fos and Portugal, would doubtless have been corrected, and, in fact, the most beneficial effects must have 
resulte 

I have now endeavoured to explain my motives. It was either my duty to immediately leave the “ Isla de 
Cuba” to ship her slaves, as entitled to do so by the protection of the United States’ flag, or having good grounds 
for doubting ine claim to that protection, to take upon myself the heavy responsibility of dispatching her to an 
American cruizer that a fair trial might prove she was not lawfully entitled to the flag she displayed. 

It is now my duty to bring to your notice a circumstance which, if not an actual connivance at the Slave 
Trade, is something much resembling it, and will tend to prove the mockery of the United States’ Government's 
efforts to suppress the Slave Trade under their flag. 

On the Ist September, or thirteen days after the departure of the “ Isla de Cuba,” I communicated with the 
United States’ corvette “ Vincennes,” furnishing her Commander with a duplicate of my inclosed letter to him 
on the subject of the “ Zs/a de Cuba,” which vessel he had not to that date fallen in with. 

Commander Totten informed me he was on his way to Porto Praya, and expected to proceed from thence to 
America; but in consequence of my requisition Commander Totten promised to remain seven days at Mayumba, 
where I ordered Lieutenant Allingham to proceed in the event of not meeting the “ Vincennes” at Loanda. 

On the 7th September, I anchored in Mayumba, and was much surprised to ascertain from the whalers at 
the anchorage, that the “‘ Vincennes” had not even looked into that neighbourhood. Commander Totten had, in 
fact, notwithstanding his promise, left the South Coast, and proceeded North. Such a gross disregard of every 
engagement depeived me of the only means in my power for bringing the “ Zsla de Cuba” to justice, short of 
despatching her to the United States. 

On the 9th September the “ Jsla de Cuba’ joined company at Mayumba, Lieutenant Allingham reporting 
having proceeded to Loanda, where, finding that the “ Vincennes” had left, he followed her with all despatch 
along the coast, and would have fallen in with her if Commander Totten had but shown a little more regard for 
his word. 

I now resolved to release the *‘ Isla de Cuba.” as I did not deem it expedient to send her to New York for 
many reasons, especially. as she was badly fitted, her sails and rigging chafed and rotten, and no spare gear on 
board to replace it. She leaked badly in consequence of three of her timbers being started, and, in fact, I would 
not have been justified in exposing a crew in so unseaworthy a vessel to meet ae weather experienced off the 
American coast in the winter months. 

I resolved, however, to have accurate copies made of all her papers, to submit to you, for the information of 
their Lordships, in order that they might adopt the most advisable course to expose the fraud I have alluded to; 
but on the boarding-officers requesting to see her papers, the answer they received from the master was that he 
would burn them before he showed them. 

I caused a plan to be made of the “ Isla de Cuba's” hold, which I beg to inclose for your information, 
together with an inventory of the provisions and slave-fittings surveyed. 

I then notified to the person purporting himself to be the master that he was released, as I had no means of 
bringing him to trial in consequence of Commander Totten having broken faith with me. No sooner did my 
intention become known, than the “ Isla de Cuba” weighed with the greatest despatch, and made all sail for 
Black Point, where there is no doubt the Portuguese Captain Correa will ship her cargo, and convey the “ Isla 
de Cuba’ to her destination. 

I shall, however, adopt every means in my power, and with that object purpose proceeding to cruise off 
Annobon in the track she must take in leaving the coast. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 383. 


Commodore Wise to Commander Totten, U.S.N. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Black Point Bay, August 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that since my last interview with you, I have received the important 
official information detailed in the inclosed extract. It at length exposes the mode in which the American flag is 
prostituted by vessels who have no legal right to its protection. You will observe also that the “ Isla de Cuba” is 
stated to be one of these vessels. 

On the 19th instant, I fell in with this slaver in Black Point Bay, flying American colours. The beach was 
thronged with natives, who, I believe, were on the point of being shipped on board. The antecedents of this 
undoubted slaver are mentioned in inclosure 2 to this letter. 

On visiting the “ Isla de Cuba” a register was produced, procured by the fraudulent practice described in 
the inclosed: the Christian name of the master has been altered on it from “ John” to “Loren.” I expressed to the 
pane. stating himself to be the master how much I suspected his vessel, acquainting him with what I knew 
about her. 

The following morning. having well considered the case, and feeling convinced that I would not be justified in 
releasing a vessel fraudulently claiming to be American by assuming the flag of the United States, and knowing 
her to be the property of the Portuguese slave-dealer Reis, her real master being the Portuguese Correa ; 
discovering also on examination that the “ Isla de Cuba” was fully fitted for the Slave Trade, her slave- 
coppers, water, and provisions on board, and her slave deck partially laid, my only course was to dispatch her to 
one of the cruizers of the country to which she claimed to belong, knowing that such a proceeding would be the 
most effective method for exposing how Spaniards and Portuguese enter on this nefarious traffic under the 
protection of the United States’ flag, procured by the grossest perjury and deception; and I trust that such an 
exposure will soon place the crime of trafficking in blood on the real guilty parties, and clear a country like 
America of so gross an imputation. 

Finally 1 feel convinced that you will make every exertion to bring the master, owners, and crew of this slaver 
to the punishment they so justly merit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 383. 
Bourding Officers’ Report. 


WE, the Undersigned, hereby certify that we have in pursuance of your orders been on board the barque 
“ Isla de Cuba,” and taken an inventory of the articles in her hold, which are as follows. We also beg to annex 
a plan of the hold. 
4 cases of coppers, 4 teet 6 inches in length, 3 feet 3 inches in depth, 3 feet 4} inches in breadth, 
1,000 planks (about), 12 feet in length, 10 inches in breadth. 
90 casks filled with fresh water, various sizes. 
60 barrels (about) said to contain rice and farinha (40 counted). 
100 pails. 
2 posso-tubs. 
40 beams, 4 inches thick, 14 feet in length. 
35 cases of fish. 
1 slave-boiler stowed aft without any case.” 
Given under our hands on board Her Majesty's ship “ Vesuvius,” at Mayumba, this 18th September, 1859. 
(Signed) C. OD. ALLINGHAM, Senior Lieutenant. 
W. J. ALDRICH, Master. 
R. H. MORE MOLYNEUX, Acting Mate. 





No. 384. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, « Boscawen,” Simon’s Bay, September 14, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 274 of the 
5th of August, 1859, inclosing extracts from the instructions furnished by the 
Navy Department at Washington to Captain Inman, Commanding the United 
States’ squadron on the African Station. Those instructions appear to be well 
calculated to attain the object for which they are framed, and I shall cheerfully obey 
the orders of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty in carrying out, as far as 
possible, the joint action of the cruizers of the two countries. 

Their Lordships will remember that in my letter No. 104 of the 15th of June 
last, I called their attention to the statements of Commodore Wise and Commander 
Courtenay, that the Commanders of the United States’ cruizers had not sufficient 
power of detaining and sending for trial vessels equipped for the Slave Trade, and 
that several notorious slavers had been allowed to go free after being examined by 
the American cruizers. 

It would be most important that the United States’ Government should remedy 
this defect, and I should hope from the evidence we now have of their desire to 
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prevent the abuse of their flag, it would not be difficult to obtain from them the 
further measure so necessary to enable their squadron to act with effect. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 385. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“Vesuvius,” at Sea, Lat. 0° 4’ S., Long. 7° 53' 40” E., 
Sir, September 23, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter No. 100 to the Commander-in-chief, giving 
cover to a full explanation relative to the si of the slaver “ Rufus Soulé,” 
called for by their Lordships’ letter of the 25th April, observing that this vessel is 
a fair specimen of the many slavers fallen in with on this coast, the real property 
of Spaniards and Portuguese who, through the laxity of United States’ Customs 
laws, have little difficulty in fraudulently procuring the protection of the American 
flag to cover their nefarious pursuits. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 385, 
Commodore Wise ta Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


. “ Vesuvius,’ Mayumba, September 19, 1859. 

WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter to you of the 25th April, directing that the circumstances 
attending the capture of the “Rufus Soulé” by Her Majesty's steam-vessel ‘ Viper,” on the 11th of October 
last, should be closely investigated and reported on ; 

2. Ihave the honour to acquaint you that the absence of the “ Viper" at Ascension precluded my causing 
an inquiry to be made; but on her return, I directed Commander Hewett to receive the depositions of the officers 
of the “ Viper” present at the capture of the “ Rufus Soulé;” and I have now the honour to submit them for 
your information, observing that as Lieutenant Hodgkinson has returned to England, it has not been in my power 
to obtain from him an explanation of his reasons for neglecting to furnish Commander Totten with full particulars 
of his proceedings. ; 

3. The inclosures to this letter will assure you that no threats or intimidations whatever were employed to 
induce the master of the “ Rufus Sou/é” to forego the protection of the United States’ flag: every charge made 
by Commander Totten of intimidation having been resorted to, is emphatically denied ; and there is no doubt that, 
by the voluntary and unbiassed act of the master, all papers of nationality were destroyed ; in fact, the intention of 
the master of the “ Rufus Soulé” to surrender the vessel on the second occasion of being visited, is evident from 
the fact of her name having been removed from both her quarters and stern prior to the visit of the boarding 
officer. 

4. As a vessel ‘without name, papers, or colours, she was examined; full evidence of her being engaged 
in the Slave Trade were discovered; and, as a slaver, the vessel was condemned at St. Helena. 

5. The master of the “Rufus Soulé,” on the deck of the “ Vesuvius,” and in the presence of her officers, 
affirmed, that by his own free will he destroyed his papers; that his object in doiug so was to escape from 
the Spaniards on board; or, to use his own words, “he was in constant dread of being assassinated, and did 
not value his life at fifty cents.” Further, that the real Spanish captain had full authority in the vessel, 
while he only carried out the farce of her being an American. 

.6. The “Rufus Soulé” was undoubtedly Spanish property; all her crew, with three exceptions, were 
Spaniards. I may add, that nine-tenths of the slavers under the American flag are owned by Spaniards and 
Portuguese, principally Havana merchants, who forward funds to their agents in the United States; by the 
agent, a naturalized American citizen is procured, and furnished with money to purchase a vessel: this he 
does; and having, by gross perjury, taken the oath of ownership, the necessary American registers, &c., are 
thus fraudulently procured; and at Havana, or some Cuban port, the real Spanish master and crew are 
received, the vessel sailing for the African coast under an American flag, which, being obtained by false 
pretences, cannot legally afford the protection to which all bond fide United States’ vessels are entitled. [ 
may add, that the individual who personates an American captain, generally returns, as a passenger, in the 
slaver, his duty ending when the slaves are on board. 

7. Of these circumstances Captain Totten cannot but be aware; and I much regret that, instead of 
co-operating with the Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers to capture slavers, the property of Spaniards 
and Portuguese, fraudulently sailing under an American flag, and so doing good service, he employs himself 
collecting the evidence of such portions of the crews of slavers as claim to be American, and gives full 
credence to their depositions, which invariably prove to be gross falsehoods. 

8. In conclusion, [ have to acquaint you that three of the Spaniards who were on board the “Rufus 
Soulé” were, from what I could elicit from them, the master, mate, and carpenter of that slaver, and were 
transferred by me to the Spanish Governor of Fernando Po, who has dispatched them as convicts to the 
Grand Canaries, where I hope a strong distaste for further slave-trading expeditions will be fully impressed 
upon them. 


Sir, 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


Crass A, 2Q 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 385. 


Commander Hewett to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Viper,” St. Paul de Loanda, September 9, 1859. 

IN compliance with your Memorandum of date 7th July last, directing me to call on Mr. Thompson, 
Assistant Paymaster in charge, and any other officer who was present on board the “ Rufus Soulé” on or 
hefure the time of capture, to state fully all the particulars that occurred on the occasion, especially with 
reference to the allegations made by the Commander of the “Vincennes,” I herewith beg to forward the 
ge fa statements made by Mr. Alexander Thompson, Assistant Paymaster in charge; as also that of 
Mr. Charles Keys, Gunner. third class ; they being the only officers who had been on board the “Rufus Soulé” 
on and before the time of her capture. 

They were examined separately, and sworn to in my presence. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 385. 
Mr. Thompson to Commander Hewett. 


Sir, “Viper,” St. Paul de Loanda, September 9, 1859. 

BEING called upon by you, in furtherance of an order from Commodore Charles Wise directing me or an 
other officer who had been on board the “ 2ufus Soulé”’ prior to her capture, to state fully the particulars which 
occurred in the case of the capture of this vessel. 

2. To do so, I must refer back to the first time of falling in with the “ Rufus Soulé,’ and what then took 
place; but I would beg to make a few remarks before entering into the details of this case. 

3. Lieutenant Hodgkinson, on finding that the colours of the “ Rufus Soulé”’ had been hauled down, and 
that she had no papers whatever on board to prove that she was entitled to the flag of any State or nation, 
proceeded to examine her, and found on board her all the indications of a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade. He 
therefore took possession of her, and a survey having teen subsequently held, she was found to be in a leaky state, 
and so badly found, in every respect unsuitable to take a voyage to St. Helena; she was therefore destroyed on 
the spot, the proceeding which is invariably adopted in regard to all slave-vessels which are found to be in a 
similar position when captured. 

4. The crew were landed at Cabinda, and at their own wish (the most civilized place on the West Coast of 
Africa), their property protected, of which that was little enough. 

5. The captain, at his most earnest wish, being kept on board, with a view of his being landed at some other 
safe place (the Congo, &c.), as he was atraid, as he termed it, of being “knifed” by the Spaniards. 

6. On the 12th October, 1858, the three Spaniards who had passports for Liberia were sent on board the 
“Vesuvius,” with a view of their being sent to Sierra Leone, and from thence to the Grand Canaries ; orders 
being given to that effect. 

7. On the 14th October, 1858, we communicated with the United States’ vessel the “ Vincennes,” 
J. B. Totten, Commander, who came on board, and, after a short visit, again returned to the ‘* Vincennes?’ the 
object of the interview being, as I was informed, respecting the capture of a schooner, the ‘ Kate Helen.” 

8. I beg respectfully to state that it is not for me to comment on the reasons of Lieutenant Hodgkinson not 
acquainting the American Commander of the fact that we had captured the “ Rufus Soulé,” or that the captain of 
that vessel was then actually on board ; and still further it is out of my power to assign any reason for Mr. Hodg- 
kinson not carrying on a correspondence with Commander J. B. Totten, of the ‘* Vincennes,” on this subject (the 
“ Rufus Soulé"). 

9. Captain Thomas Anderson was put on board the “ Seamew,” an American barque then off Kinsembo, and 
bound for the United States. 

10. I can still further most solemnly assert, that the captain of the “ Rufus Soulé” did not renounce his 
claim to the protection of the American rhs in consequence of any suggestions made to him to that effect. The 
vessel was not forcibly taken in tow in order to drive the captain to haul down his flag, nor were any threats 
resorted to for that purpose, unless, indeed, the mere fact of his having been told of the information received 
from Government. 

1]. The hauling down of the flag was the voluntary act of a man who was conscious of having fraudulently 
assumed it, and who was unable, and therefore unwilling, to face the damnatory proofs the equipment of his vessel 
afforded. 

12. It is not for me to enter into any examination of the arguments upon which Commander Totten’s opinion 
as to the captor’s right to destroy viene until they are condemned by a proper tribunal, and still less would I 
presume to comment on the ruling of the high authorities cited by him to show that the Law of Nations had been 
transgressed in the case of this vessel ; but I may be permitted to remark that documents and proofs were sent to 
the Court of Adjudication sufficient to enable that case to be brought to trial before a Vice-Admiralty Court, and 
that that Court, upon the same proofs, pronounced its decision that the vessel was legally detained ; she was there- 
fore condemned. 

13. I herewith beg to inclose my statements, two in number, and ante-dated the 19th September, 1858, and 
11th October, 1858. | 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER THOMPSON, 
Assistant Paymaster in charge. 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 299 


Inclosure 4 in No. 385. 


Statement of Mr. Thompson. 


“ Viper,” September 19, 1858 (antedated). 

AT daylight on the morning of this date a brigantine was observed to seaward, off Kilongo, standing to the 
southward. At 10°30 a.m. she altered course so as to stand in for the land. Observing this, ) Hodg- 
kinson deemed it necessary to chase, and at 11°10 a.m. weighed, coming up with her at 1:30 p.m., when her name 
was discovered conspicuously displayed on her quarters and stern, “ Rufus Soulé,” of New Orleans. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson, accompanied by myself, repaired on board to ascertain the particulars as to her being 
a legal vessel or otherwise; her suspicious appearance leading him to believe that she was not a legal trader. 

On arriving on board the “ Rufus ‘Soule ” Lieutenant Hodgkinson asked Captain Anderson, civilly, for his 
papers. His articles were produced, when it was discovered that a renewed list of the crew had been subjoined to 
them, and without the usual signature of a Consul, although the original crew-list had been signed. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson informed the captain that he did not consider that document correct, and requested to 
see his register. To this the captain objected, but on his being told that the register was the only document he 
could demand as a right to see, the captain produced it, when it was found to be correct, with the exception that 
the lower seal of the same was not, or scarcely, perceptible. There were three Spaniards on board, with passports 
for Liberia. He was asked where he was bound to; he replied, Fernando Po. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson told the captain that he felt surprised at his being so far out of his route. To this 
he made an excuse that he was going to the River Congo to land his passengers, at their request, and deliver a 
letter to one José Fernandez in the Congo, his consignee (a noted slave-dealer). He stated his cargo consisted 
of 2,000 feet of plank, 100 pipes of rum, 100 bags of rice, 100 bags of beans, and several water-casks. 

On leaving the vessel, Lieutenant Hodgkinson stated that he certainly considered that matters looked very 
suspicious, and inquired if Captain Anderson had any complaints to make as to the proceedings which had taken 
place on this occasion of his being boarded. Tw this Captain Anderson stated that he had no complaint to make, 
and that he would now continue his course for the River Congo. 

The “ Rufus Sovlé” then proceeded on her way to the southward until she arrived off the Killoo river, 
remained at anchor there all night, weighing again in the morning, standing off and on to the land, and that same 
evening stood off the land, crossed our stern, steering to the northward and westward. 

I, Alexander Thompson, Assistant Paymaster in charge of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Viper,” do hereby 
certify that the foregoing statement, on the first occasion of mecting the “Rufus Soulé,” is true, and I am willing 


to make oath to the same. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER THOMPSON. 
Assistant Paymaster, in charge of H.M.S.“ Viper.” 


Signed and declared before me, on board Her Majesty's steam-vessel ‘‘ Viper,” at St. Paul de Loanda, this 
9th day of September, 1859. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT, Commander. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) J. W. Croker, Lieutenant, 
E. G. Symons, Assistent Sugeon, 
H.M.S. © Viper.” 





Inclosure 5 in No. 385. 
Further Statement by Mr. Thompson. 


“ Viper,” October 11, 1858 (antedated). 

ON the forenoon of this date, whilst steering to the northward, and when off Banda Point, a vessel was 
observed standing to the southward chased by the cutter of this ship, which vessel turned out to be the “ Rufus 
Soulé,” although her name, which had been conspicuously displayed on the first occasion of our meeting, namely, 
the 19th September, 1858, had been removed from both her quarters and stern. Lieutenant Hodgkinson, accom- 
panied by myself, repaired on board, and were met by Captain Anderson. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson taxed Captain Thomas Anderson, of the “ Rufus Soulé,” with his vessel being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, at the same time reading to him information received from the British Government 
of this very vessel, and also quoting information received from a mate at Killongo. To this, Captain Anderson, 
after some little hesitation, denied that he was engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The captain was asked if he had any objection to produce his papers. He had none, and, on obtaining them, 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson asked the captain if he had any objection to his crew being mustered ; the captain said he 
had none. I was then ordered to call over the names of the crew, thirteen in number. Only one answered to 
his name, viz., J. Contino, an American seaman. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson then informed Captain Anderson that all the circumstances combined made his 
suspicions, already entertained as to his being a slaver, still stronger, and that he would not be doing his duty if 
he allowed him to proceed without watching him, and that he would remain by him, and gave him two hours to 
consider what he would do; and repaired on board the “ Viper” to hear the report of the officer in charge of the 
cutter (which had by this time returned), leaving me on board the “‘ Rufus Sou/é” to convey or answer any 
questions the captain might have to offer. 

Shortly after Lieutenant Hodgkinson left, the mate (W. Peterson, a Swede, but a naturalized American), came 
aft to me, and said he hoped 1 would protect him and his property; that he was afraid of the Spaniards, the 
captain of which had landed at Killoo on the evening of the 19th September, 1858: that he had a wife and 
children in America, and that in shipping for mate, he would, if he had only known what lay the ship was on, 
not have come, he then or at that time not having found out the voyage she was going on, and, on finding it out, 
was afraid to say anything on account of the Spaniards, they being in the preponderance. I asked him what he 
meant. He replied, saying, * It is no use to carry on this way, for you know what we are.” 

I then taxed him with the ship being an illegal trader, and he said yes, the vessel was, 

The captain, Thomas Anderson, during this conversation, was down below packing up his things (of this he 
subsequently informed me), when, on receiving a message from Lieutenant Hedgkinson to inform the captain that 
he thought his vessel was going in rather close, and that he had better go about, I sent down to the captain. He 
came on deck and put the ship about: but on his giying the necessary orders, 1 noticed that the crew appeared 

2Q2 
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perfectly indifferent whether they obeyed them or not, which I casually pointed out to him, when he replied, “ It’s no 
use, I'll give her up to you as a slaver, and choose the least of two evils;” also saying, if we had only waited five 
minutes longer the first time we boarded him on the 19th September, 1858, he would have given her up then, and 
we would have had a lot of money ; and that, to use his own expression, “ he was damned sorry that he did not, now 
that he found out how the Spaniards had treated him.” 

The captain voluntarily threw his papers and colours overboard, and which, on finding out, I waved to the 
“Viper” for a boat and at 2°30 p.m. Lieutenant Hodgkinson came on board, when I delivered over to him a 
vessel, name unknown, the captain acknowledging he had no papers or colours, and claimed no nationality. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s boat’s crew were then called on board, and the vessel’s hatches were opened, aud 
without any protest on the captain's part, when her slave-deck was discovered partially laid, and the remainder 
had evidently been hastily removed. The plank was all fitted for putting down, cleets fitted to her sides, so as to 
enable the cross-beams of the slave-deck to be put down, water in abundance, rice, beans, farinha; and no doubt 
could have been entertained as to the vessel’s being illegal. 

This vessel was found to be very badly equipped, inasmuch that Lieutenant Hodgkinson ordered a survey to 
be held, when she was found to be old and leaky, especially at the topsides, and this the mate W. Peterson 
informed Lieutenant Hodgkinson, and she was condemned as unseawerthy and destroyed. 

Captain Anderson, on leaving the ‘* Rufus Soulé” to go on board the “ Viper,” made the following remark 
(by this time it was nearly dark) :—Ah, there’s my niggers on the beach, and if it had not been for the rollers he 
would have shipped them the night before, and the “ Viper” or the “ Viper’s” boat would not have seen him 
during the short time which occurred in passing to and from the “ Rufus Soulé” and “ Viper.” Flash-lights on 
shore were made, Captain Anderson explaining them. 

I, Alexander Thompson, Assistant Paymaster in charge of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘ Viper,”’ do hereby 
certify that the foregoing statement on the second occasion of meeting the “ Rufus Soulé” is true; and I am 
willing, if required, to make oath to the same. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER THOMPSON, 
Assistant Paymaster, in charge of H.M.S. “ Viper.” 


Signed and declared before me on board Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Viper,” at St. Paul de Loanda, this 9th day of 
September, 1859. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT, Commander. 
Witnesses: 
(Signed) J. N. Croxer, Lieutenant, 
E. G. Symons, Assistant Surgeon, 
H.M.S. “ Viper.” 





Inclosure 6 in No. 385. 
Statement by Mr. Keys. 


“ Viper,” St. Paul de Loanda, September 8, 1859. 

AT daylight on the morning of the 11th October, being then in charge of the cutter of Her Majesty's ship 
“Viper,” and cruizing off Banda Point for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I sighted a brigantine at anchor. 
I made towards her ; when, on drawing near her, I observed her slip her cable and make all sail to the northward 
and westward, close-hauled off the land, viz., the port tack, beating to windward. I arrived on board after chasing 
for four hours, when I asked the following questions :—What was the name of the vessel? The captain answered 
" my ng! Soulé,” when I said, We boarded you before off Kilongo. He directly said No, and this was the first 
day he had made the land, and that he was bound for Fernando Po. I then said, You are a great deal out of 
your reckoning; when he replied, I don’t know what part of the coast we are on, my chronometers are out 
of order. He asked me whereabouts he was: I told him about seven miles to the north of Banda Point. 
Before I left him he told me all his men were sick, and he did not know what he should do if it was not 
for the three passengers (Spaniards) that were on board. He then inquired where my ship was. I told 
him the ‘ Viper” was some miles to the northward, but I expected her up in the course of the day. He told 
me he would endeavour to fall in with her. I then left the “ Rufus Soulé’”? at 9 a.M.; close-hauled the 
cutter for Banda Point. When about four miles to windward of her I observed him back and stand to the 
southward in a direct opposite way, either to meet the “ Viper,” or make good his way for Fernando Po. 
I then anchored, when he shortly after crossed my bows about three miles ahead of the cutter, still going 
southward and standing for Banda Point. I weighed again in chase, and, at 1 p.m., I ubserved a steamer, which 
proved to be Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Viper,” and I reported the proceedings of this vessel to Lieutenant and 
Commander Hodgkinson, who came on board from the * Rufus Soulé,” which vessel he had just left. ‘The captain 
of the “ Rufus Soulé” further stated that he had been ninety-five days out, and that his passengers were for the 
Canary Islands. 

(Signed) CHARLES KEYS, Gunner, H.M.S. “ Viper.” 


Signed and declared before me, on board Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Viper,” at St. Paul de Loanda, this 
9th September, 1859. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT, Commander. 
Witnesses. 
(Signed) J. N. Croker, Lieutenant, 
E. G. Symons, Assistant Surgeon, 
H.M.S. “ Viper.” 
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No. 386. 
Captain Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Archer,” River Congo, September 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the morning of the 24th of September, 
1859, being in latitude 6° 43’ south, and longitude 12° 10’ east, a sail was seen from 
the mast-head; the wind being very light, I lighted fires at 10°50 a.m., proceeding 
under steam at noon. 

Shortly afterwards the starboard boiler gave out so badly as to render it neces- 
sary to draw the fires; the other boiler, however, kept the engines moving, and by 
keeping all sail on the ship, the “ Archer” gradually neared the chase, a brigantine 
showing no colours, standing away from the land. By sunset she was within range 
of the 68-pounder, and a few shot brought her to. 

On going on board I found her to be the “ Eloisa,’ without papers, colours, or 
captain, with a slave-deck laid, slave coppers, and an extraordinary number of 
water-casks. 

This vessel, I believe, was partially fitted out in the Havana, but New Orleans 
appears to be the last port she left under American colours. Ido not know what 
port she cleared for. The captain had landed in or near Ambrizette, and in that 
locality she would probably take in her slaves. 

Ihave sent her to St. Helena for adjudication, in the Vice-Admiralty Court, 
under charge of Mr. C. Blofield, boatswain, assisted in the navigation of the vessel 
by Mr. Thomas H. Johnson, naval instructor, 

1 have landed the crew in the River Congo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





No. 387. 
Captain Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Archer,” at Sea, September 24, 1859. 

{ HAVE the honour to report, for the information of their Lordships, that on 
the morning of the 20th of September, 1859, being under sail, a vessel was observed 
at anchor off Ambrizette. [ made sail to close her; on nearing | perceived she was 
a brigantine showing no colours. There were a number of canoes on the beach, and 
several hundred negroes on the shore close to the factories. 

On approaching still nearer, | perceived the ship’s boat going on shore full of 
men ; I dispatched a boat with Lieutenant Thomas to board the vessel, and having 
run in as far as I judged prudent in the “ Archer,” I anchored and went on board. 

I found the vessel deserted, no colours or papers, the name on the stern having 
been cut off, the slave-deck laid, water-casks full, coppers on board ; in fact just on 
the point of shipping her cargo of slaves. From some memoranda found on board 
I discovered the vessel to be the “ Lillie Mills,” under the command of Captain 
Weeks. This vessel had cleared from the Havana under American colours, on the 
20th of April, for St. Paul de Loanda; she has, I believe, been in the Congo, and 
been boarded by one of our cruizers. Captain Weeks commanded a brig called the 
“ Braman” in 1857, of which we have had some information on this coast, I think 
she ran a cargo of slaves from some part of the African coast last year. 

Having seized the vessel, I dispatched her the same evening under the charge 
of Mr. Hamilton, midshipman, to St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court. ; 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





No. 388. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, , “Vesuvius,” St. Helena, October 22, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 


sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter No. 114 to the Commander-in-chief, 
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reporting having issued instructions for the ships of Her Majesty’s squadron 
cordially co-operating with the cruizers of the United States by receiving their 
boats to examine American slavers, and also offering to tow the sailing ships of the 
squadron to the neighbourhood where American slavers ne kann io be cruizing. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 388. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admival Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ St. Helena,” October 22, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the copy of a letter I addressed to Commander 
Colhoun, of the United States’ corvette of war ‘‘ Portsmouth,” expressing my satisfaction at receiving the intelli- 
gence of his having captured the American slaver “ Emily,” and acquainting him that Her Majesty's steam-ships 
on this coast were at his disposal, to tow his ship or boats, when he desired, to the neighbourhood where American 
slavers were known to be cruizing; also furnishing him with the description of thirty-eight slavers under the 
American flag, either now on the coast or shortly expected. 

I have the honour of submitting a copy of the Memorandum I have issued to the senior officers of the 
divisions, directing them to execute my offers to Commander Colhoun, or any commander of a United States’ ship 
of war. 

I am most anxious to see a joint system of cruizing established between the two squadrons, and an exchange 
of boats. Once such a custom became known to the slave-dealers, the result would be that no vessel but those 
having unquestionably regular papers, and no slave-deck laid, would dare to hoist the American flag to a British 
man-of-war, knowing that her right to do so would be verified by a United States’ naval officer ; while vessels like 
the “ Lillie Mills,” and others with irregular American papers, would at once be captured without nationality, in 
preference to detention by an American cruizer. i ‘ 

ave, &e. 


(Signed) | CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 388. oy ee 
Commodore Wise to Commander Colhoun, U.S.N. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Cape St. Catharina, October 4, 1859. 

1 HAVE received from Lieutenant Burton, commanding Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Triton,” the gratifying 
intelligence of the capture by the United States’ ship of war “ Portsmouth,” under your command, of the noted 
slaver “ Emily,” sailing under American colours. 

It aftords me great satisfaction also to hear from Lieutenant Burton of your intention to check the prostitu- 
tion of the American flag, and I have to assure you that Her Majesty's officers will have great pleasure in 
co-operating with you in any single way you may think fit to suggest : the steamers especially are at your disposal 
to tow your vessel or boats to any portion of the coast where American slavers are known to be cruizing, and I 
have directed that you are kept informed of the proceedings of those vessels. 

I beg to inclose, for your information, the particulars of the slavers under American colours which are 
either now on the coast or may be daily expected, and [ have to request that you will be good enough to communi- 
cate these particulars to your Commander-in-chief and the American cruizers ieee “ ‘ 

ave, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 388. 


Orders issued to Senior Officers of Divisions. 


Memo. “ Vesuvius,” Cape St. Catharina, October 4, 1859. 

IT is my direction that you avail yourself of every opportunity to communicate to the Commanders of 
United States’ cruizers extracts of the information you receive from England, or other sources, relative to the 
Slave Trade under the American flag; and whenever there is a necessity, you will offer to tow an American 
man-of-war (being a sailing vessel), or her boat, to the neighbourhood where American slavers are known to be 
cruizing. 

You will take means for the cruizers under your orders ig co-operating with the American ships-of- 
war, offering every assistance in their power, and bearing in mind that, as they are entirely precluded from 
interfering with American slavers after once proving their nationality, when doubtful, by inspection of their 
papers, the course I have pointed out will prove the most efficacious by suppressing the Slave Trade under the 
American flag. 

I have to inform you that the United States’ steamers of war, as per margin,* may be shortly expected on 


the African coast. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 
Commodore, Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa. 





* «San Jacinto,” 17 guns; Mohican,” 7 guns; “ Sumter,” 6 guns; “ Mystic,” 6 guns; all screw vessels. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 388. 


List of Slavers sailing under the Protection of the American Flag, which are either now on the Coast or are 


daily expected. 





Tacony . 
Star of the East 


Isla da Cuba .. 


Angeline 
Laurens. or 


Ottawa . 


Asa Fish 


Memphis 


Rebecca 

“jillie Mills. 
William S. Grotton 
Regatta 

Crimea alias Luisa 
Wanderer “s 
Enterprise. 

W. R. Kibby ..’ 


Florence 


Ida 


Emily .. ae ee 


Atlantic 


Triton .. 
Eclipse... 

E. A. Rawlins . oe 
Comoro as a 


Laura .. ae 
Frances Ellen .. 


Cygnet . 


Rig and Tonnage. 


Barque, 360 
Barque, 306 


Barque, 215 


Brig as 
Barque 


Barque, 227 


Barque 


Ship, 798 .. 


Ship, 534 .. 
Brig, 199 .. 
Brig, 259 .. 


Barque. 210 


Brig, 240... 


Schooner .. 
Schooner, 120 
Brig a 
Barque .. 


Barque, 202 


Barque, 200; since 
changed to ship 
Ship, 699 .. . 


Brig 

Schooner .. 
Barque, 278 
Ship, 439 . 


Barque, 219. 
Brig, 277 .. 


Brigantine, 199 








Port cleared from, 
and Date. 


Brooklyn, for Cadiz, 
Feb. 11, 1859 


New York, March 31, 
1859 


Williamsburg . 
New York 
Mobile, Feb. 24, 1859 


New York, May 


New Boston, Feb 26, 
1859 


New Orleans, April 1, 
1859 
Havana, April20, 1859 


Havana, April 19, 1859 


Doubtful 
Query, cleared 


Ditto .. oe 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
At Cienfuegos, Ha- 
vana, June 1859 
Havana, March 10, 
1859, for Ucantua, 
Cuba, thence pro- 
ceeds to coast 

New York, June 30 .. 


New Redford, June 27 


New York, June 29, 
for Havana 

New York, June 1, for 
Havana 


At Apalachicola 


New Bedford, July. 


Charleston, July ; 
cleared August 4, 
1859, for St. George 
d'Elmina, West 
Coast of Africa . 

Havana, _ Teneriffe, 
July 1, 1859 


Remarks. 





eS 


Purchased at Havana by Botelho, a 
slave-dealer ; sailed for Cadiz, from 
thence for South Coast of Africa. 
Supposed shipped. 

The property of Pierre and L. Pearce, 
of Brooklyn; said to have been sold 
to a Spanish house. Frequently 
boarded by Her Majesty's cruizers. 


+| Hler name is not down. in the Marine 


Register, and did not clear at the 
Custom-house. 

Ditto. 

Disguised as a whaler. The property 
of Lima, a Portuguese, living in New 
York. Supposed shipped. Repeatedly 
met with. 

Cleared for St. Thomas, but never 
arrived there; is owned by Spaniards 
in the Havana. Supposed shipped. 
Repeatedly met with.” 

Owned by Portuguese, name unknown ; 
cleared for Punta da Linha. 

Disguised as a whaler. Cleared for the 
South Pacific, but has been employed 
eruizing on the South Coast until the 
slaves are collected. Supposed snipped. 
Repeatedly boarded. 

Owned by the Spanish house of Pratts, 
Pujol, and Co. Repeatedly boarded. 

Papers evident forgeries. fliseatedly 
boarded, 

Owned by the Spaniard Don Gregorio 
Tregedor. Boarded by “ Archer's” 
boat. 

Suspected only. 

It is reported this vessel has been sold, 
and is now the Mexican brig “Eloisa.” 

The vessel that escaped from Vincennes, 
September 1858. 


Has since sailed for the coast. 


Ditto. 


Captured by United States’ corvette 
“Portsmouth.” Boarded by “ Triton.” 

Ostensibly a whaler. Has been detained 
by the United States’ authority (qy. 
New York). Has exchanged owners, 
and is commanded by a man called 
Silva. 

From Havana ; proceeds to the coast. 


J. L. Viana, a Portuguese, her sole 
owner. 

Has since sailed for West Coast of Africa; 
belongs to Mr. Lamoi, owner of the 
“ Wanderer.” 


Consigned to Pousanz and Salas, Charles- 
ton; was loaded there for the coast 
on the 15th July last. 


Henry Gottell master, and sole owner. 
Her slaves are at Whydah. 
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Port cleared from, 

















Name. Rig and Tonnage. and Date Remarks. 
Putnam . i ..| Brig, 187 .. --| Query, cleared ..| The vessel which was captured by United 
States’ vessel “ Dolphin.” 
Kingbird +e ..| Brig. ae --| Ditto. 
Brooklyn & ..| Ship Mes . | July 26, 1859, from | For Monte Video and Buenos Ayres. 
New York 


Wild Pigeon .. ..| Brig, 194 .. ++ | New Orleans, unknown | Has sailed for West Coast of Africa. 
Hayward es .-| Brigantine, 101 ..| Ditto. 








James Ross .. ..| Brigantine, 317... | New York, August 2 .| Her papers and owners very doubtful. 
J. Harris ie ..| Brg, 249 .. New York. ..| Is now in the Bights ; her slaves are at 
Whydah. 
J. R. Hammond ..| Schooner, 95 ..| Baltimore .. ..| Suspected only. 
Lydia Francis . . ..| Brig, 262 .. ..| Ditto .. a are | Ditto. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, Commodore, Senior Officer West Coast of Africa. 
No. 389. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ St. Helena, October 22, 1859. 

1 DO myself the honour of forwarding, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter No. 113 to the Commander-in-chief, 
reporting on the Slave ‘Trade as carried on between the Ist January and 30th 
September, observing that I make this Report before the usual time in consequence 
of my being on the point of giving up the command of the station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 389. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ at St. Helena, October 22, 1859. 
WHEN on the point of leaving the African Station, I consider it advisable to report to you on the Slave 
Trade as it now exists, confining myself to the period commencing the Ist of January and ending the 80th of 
September. 

2. To assure you of the most extensive scale upon which the Slave Trade is now conducted, I annex Returns 
by which you will observe that seventy slave-vessels, capable of conveying 46,900 slaves, have either arrived to 
the 30th September, or are now on their way to the African coast. 

3. Of the number which have arrived, I have much pleasure in reporting seventeen slavers, capable of 
conveying 10,550 slaves, as captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers and those of the United States. 

4. I regret, however, to state that there is reason to believe that seventeen slavers, of a size that would 
cunvey 11,000 slaves, have eseaped in the nine months ending the 30th of September. On this head I am, of 
course, in a great measure, dependent on rumour, and I fear that even a greater number of vessels have left the 
coast with cargoes of slaves, 

5. There remain thirty-six slavers, capable of conveying 25,350 slaves, yet to be accounted for as captured or 
escaped ; of this number the following are now crnizing on the coast, but, being protected by the American flag, 
cannot be detained, although frequently fallen in with, viz. :— 


Slaves, 

Ship “ Memphis,” 798 tons, disguised as a whaler, will convey .. es 1,200 
Ship “ Rebecca,” 540 tons, will convey ‘ ite as oe 1,200 
Barque “ Jsla de Cuba,” 216 tons, will convey ee Xp ae 600 
Barque “ Laurens,” 400 tons, disguished as a whaler, will convey se 800 
Brigantine ‘* Cygnet,” 19¥ tons, will convey oe aie es 600 
Brig “J. Harvis,” 249 tons, will convey .. ais a ae 800 
5,200 

Also— 

A Spanish brig chased by “ Archer ” and lost ee o= . 600 
A Spanish brig which spoke “ Archer’s ” prize <a “se ee 600 
Total ee oe on -- 6,400 


6. All these vessels, except the “ Cygnet” and “ J. Harris,” are on the South Coast. 

7. The eight vessels are daily expected to ship; it is very probable that there are twelve or fourteen thus 
cruizing along the coast. Bearing in mind the number of slavers which have already left the coast, the slavers 
actually on it, and the number expected, I cannot help thinking but that before the end of the year quite 20,000 
slaves will have left the West Coast of Africa against about 11,000 in 1857 and 1858 respectively. 
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9. Of the seventy vessels which have fitted out for the African Slave Trade during the nine months ending 
last July, I find fifty-one protected by the American flag, although seven of that number were subsequently 
captured without colours; of the remaining nineteen slavers, fourteen are supposed to have cleared out under the 
Spanish flag, one Sardinian, one Chilian, two Mexican, one Belgian. 

9, The vessels not protected by the American flag are, I am happy to say, = with but few exceptions, 
soon after arrival on the coast. I am fully convinced that if the slavers sailed under the flags of countries which 
have given to Great Britain the right of search and detention, the Slave Trade would soon be suppressed : confined 
as it now is to so small a portion of the coast, not one-tenth of such vessels could escape, while three-fourths of 
those under United States’ colours ship with impunity. 

10. I hear with much pleasure that it is the intention of the United States’ Government to station four 
steamers on the African coast to prevent the prostitution of their flag; but I regret to say they will fail in their 
object except American mercantile law is completely altered. 

11. So long as the laxity of the United States’ Custom laws enables Spaniards to procure, through agents in 
America, any number of vessels that may be required fully furuished with American documents and a flag to 
protect them from capture by Her Majesty's cruizers, so long will United States’ colours be made a cover to 
protect slavers until their cargo is received, when the second Spanish crew assume command, the Americans 
returning as passengers, 

12. Slave-equipments, such as coppers, plank, water-casks or shakes, and provisions, do not appear to be any 
indication of slave-trading with the American Government, for the manifest of every slaver arriving on the coast 
this year shows her equipment regularly entered. An American man-of-war meeting such a vessel, even if she 
was surrounded by launches full of slaves, could not capture her so long as her papers were correct, and 
corresponded with her cargo. In fact, American officers have only power to capture slavers under their colours 
when their papers are irregular, or with slaves on board. Being held pecuniarily responsible for their captures they 
are naturally most cautious in their proceedings, and for the one American slaver detained twenty would, 
probably, escape. When a detained vessel is brought to trial in the United States the first inquiry, is she 
American property ? can never be answered, the ownership of American slavers being so cleverly wrapt up; the 
vessel may be condemned, but on being sold is invariably bought again by her former owners to be fitted out for 
the Slave ‘Trade a second time, as in the case of the “* Iv/a de Cuba,” “ Putnam,” or “ Echo,” &e. 

13. The inability to prove American ownership is the reason the master and crew of slavers escape all 
punishment, and there is nothing to deter them from engaging in fresh expeditions. ; 

14. Bearing these facts in mind, [ must firmly express my belicf that except American mercantile law is 
changed, the United States’ squadron will be unable to check the Slave Trade under their flag. 

15. To effect so desirable an object it should be made imperative that before American papers are issued, the 
real owners of the vessel should be clearly ascertained, and proved to be American citizens. Heavy bonds should 
be obtained for the legality of the voyage of every United States’ yessel proceeding to the African coust, and the 
owner held responsible for any slave-trading transaction entered into by his ship. 

16. As it isthe law of every European country, the United States’ Government should direct that slave 
equipments, or a second crew of Spaniards, &e., or articles employed in the Slave Trade, should be cons.dered 
legal proof to condemn an United States’ vessel as a slaver, in the absence of the usual certificate proving that they 
were on board for legal commerce. 

17. The sale or transfer of American merchant-ships on the African Coast should be most. strictly 
prohibited. 

18. By adopting such measures, in addition to a steam squadron on the coast, the American Government 
would soon protect their flag from abuse. 

19. T cannot too strongly advocate a joint system of cruizing being followed up by the vessels of the two 
countries; but in addition, I would respectfully suggest that the American Government should be requested to 
direct that when an English and American man-of: war are eruizing in company, an officer, boat, and crew from 
the American cruizer should be placed on board the English man-of-war to visit all vessels hoisting American 
colours, while a British officer and boat's crew should in a similar manner be received on board the American 
man-of-war, to board and detain slavers without nationality, or belonging to countries which have given to England 
the right of capture, for in such cases the Americans are as much prohibited from interfering, finding them not to 
be United States’ vessels, as [ler Majesty's officers are if they discover them to be American. 

20. I have on several occasions placed vessels of the squadron at the disposal of United States’ ships-of-war, 
with a view to conducting an American officer and boat to the neighbourhood where slavers under their flag were 
known to be cruizing, and as a rule such offers have been promptly and cordially accepted. I therefore think the 
United States’ Government would gladly direct that the custom be permanently adopted, and instruct their 
Commanders to receive the boats of English cruizers when requested: not merely would the cruizing be rendered 
thus doubly effective, but the good feeling existing between the two squadrons would be more firmly cemented. 

21. To recapitulate former suggestions, | would beg to state that eighteen actual cruizers is the smallest 
number that ean efficiently watch the coast: three of that number should be gun-boats of five or six feet draught, 
to navigate the rivers and lagoons when necessary. 

22. On the South Coast there should never be less than eight vessels. 

23. The South Coast being now the heart of the Slave Trade, 1 beg to bring to your notice a scheme for 
effectually preventing shipments from it, or at least render a shipment almost impossible: I would suggest that in 
addition to always maintaining eight cruizers in the divizion, there should be eight guard-ships anchored off the 
most advantageous shipping-places ; these guard-ships should be captured prizes, which are annually and without 
much object broken up to the number of 20 or 24: they need only be anchored as hulks, one attached to each 
eruizer, who should plaice two boats and twenty men to cruize alternately. The officers remaining with a boat's 
crew in the hulk during the absence of the second boat’s crew should be given a daily course of instruction to 
follow up with his men in practical seamanship, such as knotting and splicing, the compass and lead, &c., also in 
guunery, cutlass, and musket drills: no disorganization would then take place, on the contrary the young seamen 
who form the boats’ crews having little to do and no watch to keep, would give their whole attention to acquiring 
such a knowledge of their duty as would render them eligible for promotion to higher ratings. 

24. Between Cape St. Catherine and Ambrizette, the present head-quarters of the Slave Trade, is a coast of 
about 400 miles, or, with 8 cruizers, 50 miles for each vessel to watch. With the guard-ship I have mentioned, 
the ship's boat, and the cruizer, every inch of the 50 miles would be seen daily, for at every .6 miles there would 
be a ship or boat to keep the coast in sight. A shipment under such circumstances would be, I am convinced, 
impossible. 

25. I may add that supplies of provisions and coal, if necessary, might be kept on board these vessels. 

26. In conclusion, the result of my experience on the Coast of Africa assures me that the Slave Trade north 
of the Line is fast becoming extinct, while south of the Line it has seldom been more prosperous and extensive ; 


Cuiass A. 2R 


, 
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the Slave Trade may be said to confine itself to the limits of, from Cape St. Catherine to Arabrizette, a distance 
of about 400 miles. During the last nine months I know of but one shipment north of the Line—the “ Tyrant” 
from Whydah in January last: one or two cargovs may have left the North Coast, and perhaps two more from the 
Bights, but I have no reason for believing such to be the case. 

27. Legal commerce in the Bights is making most encouraging strides, and the exports annually increasing : 
it is the means of gradually enriching and raising into position that portion of the population which formerly were 
exported, their services being now required to cultivate the ground, In fact, if the use of the American flag was 
only prevented, the Slave Trade north of the Line would rapidly become extinct, for all other vessels would 
immediately be captured. 

28. To further this object, I beg to suggest that the fortified barracoons existing in the Pongas (from which 
one or two cargoes of slaves are said to be annually shipped) should be at once destroyed; the Slave Trade would 
then be extinct on the North Coast, as the Gallinas are now under the jurisdiction of the Liberian Government, 
who will take care to prevent shipments from it. 

29. In the Bights, should slave-trading again extensively appear, I would recommend the immediate occupa- 
tion of Whydah, and so carry out the same system which has resulted in the suppression of the Slave Trade on 
the Gold Coast. I do not, however, anticipate a necessity for such measures, if the Division is kept up to six vessels. 
The system at present adopted is to constantly follow and watch every suspicious vessel, and it generally results 
either in the capture of the slaver or her departure, despairing of shipping. 

30. In fact, six vessels to watch only about 100 and odd miles of coast in the Bights should render a ship- 
ment nearly impossible. Joined to this, information of the intended movements of slavers is readily obtained in the 
Bights, slaves are not easily procured, and cost about 16J., against 47. on the South Coast. The heavy surf, for 
ps Le sable, is another great obstacle; thus it is that more than 90 per cent. of the slavers proceed to the 

ut! t. 

31. The Slave Trade on the South Coast continues to thrive, no sufficient check being imposed on it except by 
the Portuguese, who have suppressed the Traffic in their territory. Ambriz may be mentioned as an — lez a 
few years ago the greatest shipping port in the kingdom, now, since granted to Portugal, a rising commercial town 
where slaving is unknown. Similar good results would follow the accacalishapeaad by Her Majesty’s Government 
of their territory claimed by Portugal between 5° 12’ and 8° south latitude, as I have so frequently recommended : 
it contains the focus of the African Slave Trade and the country from whence the slaves are obtained. In the hands 
of the Portuguese, slave-trading within those limits would become extinct, and a blow inflicted on the Traific which 
must result in its suppression south of the Line. : 

Trusting that the suggestions contained in this letter will meet with your approval and consideration, 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 


Cus 





Inclosure 2 in No. 389. 


Return-of Vessels which are“said to have escaped with Slaves from January 1 to September 30, 1859. 











January 1 to September 30, 1859, said to have shipped thirteen slavers, capable of containing 8,500 alaves. 





Cargo of Slaves. 

350 + ae eee] About January 6, 1859 ...| 
900 Snake's Head, South | January 2, 1859 .. 
800 A little south of Cabinda | April 1859 . 

400 Ditto ase ee one] Tamary 1859 

350 Mangue Grande, South] April 1869 . 

1,000 Banda Point ... ...| May 10, 1859 

00 Of Bull Island, River | May 20, 1859 

400 Suppetd in the Congo | Lete in May or June 
900 Killongo ... ... —_...| July 1859... 

500 Probably Mayumba __.| June 1859 . 

800 Ditto, or Banda Point ...| August 1859 

me \ Probably Mague Grande | About August 17, 1859 .... 





in Cubs, February 1859, and was then deserted and brought 


apposed tobe the wrecked at Puerto Rico; her cargo, then 800 slaves, 
~| eat ii miiery Conflict” and * Pinto” 


waded het svecin May, between Canon and Banta Crus, Boarded by “Viper.” 


~~-| Not seen by ernizers; said to have been hid in the river. 
se eS June 22, but was obliged to stand to sca, being chased by 
...| Boarded by “ Vesuvins” in May, after landing ber cargo for purchase of slaves. 


what she was, 
Are said to have sent down to able Penis 8 Geony, 5 cheats copeanet 
“ Triton,” At 17, 1859, ling themselves ot opportunity of her 
waenton ts im tothe and ship in safety. - 


The under-mentioned Vessels thaving cleared from the African coast, and not been heard of or seen since by any of the cruizers, have probably escaped with cargoes of slaves, if not otherwise 


‘November 1858. Havana | Marius 


fallen in with. 
Unknown ... 


Four doubtful shipments, probably conveying 2,500 slaves. 





(Signed) CHAS. WISE, Commodore, Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa. 


‘SUMOMAO TVAVN WOU SLYOdTa 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 389. 


Return of Vessels which have cleared, or are about to clear, from Western Ports for the Coast of Africa, between the Ist of January and the 25th of July, 1859, exclusive of Slavers captured, 
or supposed to have escaped. 








February 26, 1859 
April, 1859... 
(Qy,) April 1859... 








J ew York. 


..| New York, for Punta da 
Take” 


April 18, 1859 
May 1859 ... 













July 1859... 
March 1859 
March 12, 1 





June 29, 1859 
dune 1, 1859 





A 1859 
(ay tuly 1, 1859... 


ef 18, 1859 


June 12, 1859 
June 22, 1859 


Jaly 2, 1859 





January 1 to July 25, 1859,—36 slavers cleared, or about to clear, from Western Ports, for Coust aa (= captured or su 
ign 


"| Fitted ont in one of the | 
Cuba 





L. Maura; 


Soode cay! 





vaknown 
cajytain 
Pratts, Pujol, and Co. | Slave-coppers, deck, and 


.| Slave-coppers, deck, and 


New Orleans provisions: 
Ann ~ .| Ditto “ Barque Unknown... .. —...| Unknown . 
Wanderer... ~+| Ditto Schooner 2 Mr. Lamai w+ nf Ditto 
Laurens (disguised asa | Ditto... «| Barque ...| 400 | J. Lima, New York 
whaler) provisions 
Asa Fish ... Ditto Ditto Bs Unknown, cleared by | Unknown . 
M.S. Kinny Diet 
.| Ditto 





eva] DIU see ons nes 
-«| Clain.ing to be American | Brig 
.| Ditto on one «| Barg 





-| Ditto au. eee] Ditto = ..| 220 | Unknown... 


Hush, master 








.| Claiming to be American | Brig 








slave-trader 
19% | Unknown 
Wl | Ditto 
7+ | Ditto 
439 | Ditte 





277 | Pandandy Sales |. 


and owner 


Gual and Co, 
Unknown . 


Rodriguez... 











Unknown . 
Ditto 








Ditto F 
Ditto < a 
Ditto; Berns, master... 














Ditto 
Ditto 
.| Ditto 


Mr. Latto... ... —...| Ditto 
Henry Gottell, master | Ditto 


Unknown . or -.| Ditto 


Ditto. ee see] Ship | 699 i Ditto 





187 | Unknown - os, aa 
219) | Ditto ae wee} Ditton 
Ditto 








CHAS, WI 

















1,200 
1,200 
(ay) 79 


800 


800 
(Qy.) 600 
(Qy.) at 


es 


g2 ggg Rg 2g 2 


$33 





Not yet seen. 
Dita 


Believed to be fraudulently sailing under American . Repeated; 
visited by Her Majesty's eruizers. = “ ” 


Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's cruizers. 


Same “ ‘ile.” ” oe 
Majesty's erate Bronsville,” “Laura,” &e, Repeatedly visited by Her 


Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's cruizers. 
Not yet seen. 

Doubtful; not yet seen. 

Not yet seen. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 


Seized by the United States’ authorities at New Bedford. 


Ditto. 
Has not arrived at New Bedford. Not yet seen. 
Not yet seen. 


Ditto. 
Not yet seen. Probably the “ Laura,” which left under the Mexican flag. 


Will probably ship on East Coast. 

Not yet seen. 

Has been seen in the Bights, and her slaves are already collected at Whydah. 
Ditto. 

Not yet seen. Doubtful if such an attempt will be made. 


Kgpant ‘Arch: about the 26th 

frat a aft en t : 
ipanish brig spoke jer's” prize, September: probably 
Not yet seen. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Information from Her Majesty's Consul at Teneriffe that she is about to 
proceed to Coast direct for slaves. 


to have escaped, capable of conveying 25, 


hat 550 slaves, 
SE, Commodore and Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa. 


80€ 


‘SHU4DIM4O TVAVN WOU SLYUOddU 
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No. 390. 
Lieutenant Chapman to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


; “ Spitfire,’ Whydah, September 27, 1859. 

I BEG to inform you that on the 26th of September, 1859, at 10 a.m., Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command, being then in the Bight of Benin, Appi bearing 
north by compass fifteen miles, I, in company with Mr. Ling, Second Master, boarded 
and took possession of a brigantine without colours, papers, or name, having at 
the time on board 500 slaves. I therefore seized her as a vessel not entitled to the 
protection of any State or nation, and have this day sent her to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication in charge of Mr. Ling, Second Master, and fifteen men. 

The person who represented himself to be the master declined any information 
respecting either himself or the vessel, merely delivering her up as a prize to Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command. 

The capture was not effected in consequence of information furnished by the 
Foreign Office, either directly or indirectly. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. T. CHAPMAN. 





No. 391. 
Commander Close to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, The Deanery, Carlisle, December 22, 1859. 

IN compliance with a Memorandum from Commodore C. Wise, received since 
my return to England in Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Trident,” I beg to inclose a state- 
ment, required by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in reference to the 
capture of the “ Lydia Gibbs,” slaver, formerly an American vessel of Charleston, 
United States. 

2. I also herewith reply to the several charges made against me in a letter 
dated Havana, October 24, 1859, signed William Summerfield. 

3. I was never “schoolmate or playfellow” with Captain Watson, of the 
“ Lydia Gibbs,” nor had | or my family ever heard of him before we met at Whydah, 
on the West Coast of Africa. 

4. Captain Watson stated that he was born at Campbell-town, Argyleshire, 
which town I had once visited whilst shooting grouse in the neighbourhood. 

5. | visited the schooner twice before capturing her, in company with one of 
my officers, to buy anything they had to sell. 

6. The conversation stated to have taken place between Captain Watson and 
myself on the right of search is entirely false from first to last. ‘The swearing and 
damning, and threatening to search, is also pertectly false. 

7. I did send a note to Captain Watson, containing directions how he was to 
send some cigars to Sierra Leone from the Havana, and I told him at the same time 
that I was going to sea. 

8. I did not order the “ Lydia Gibbs” to heave-to, but hailed him to say I was 
going to send a boat on board. While I was steaming a-head to drop my boat, he 

ove-to. 

9. No man or officer in or belonging to Her Majesty’s ship “Trident” touched 
the American flag. Captain Watson gave the order to “ haul down that bloody 
rag ; I am not going to be taken under that flag :” and his mate complied with the 
order. 
10. I did not make use of any of the violent language here again mentioned, 
he = any regular search instituted until after the Spaniards and Americans left 
the slaver. 

11. All the crew, both American and Spanish, were searched, and 242/. was 
taken from them in doubloons, which, according to custom, had been distributed 
among them by the Spanish supercargo, and was secreted in bandages round their 
legs and other places. 

12. To the best of my recollection, no large sums were found upon the American 
crew ; not a ring or a watch of anv kind. 1 remember that the Spanish supercargo 
offered his watch, as if we were about to take it as a matter of course; which offer, 
as a matter of course, was declined. [Even their fire-arms (revolvers, &c.) they were 
allowed to keep. 
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14. Such implicit faith had Captain Watson in us, that he left his personal 
baggage on board the “ Trident” for some days under our care, the surf being too 
dangerous to risk the landing ; and he eventually sent a Spaniard on board for it. 

15. I never offered a single farthing, or any sum whatever, for the American 
papers, for the simple reason that, from Captain Watson’s own mouth, I believed 
them to be thrown overboard; and, up to the present moment, I was under the 
impression that I had seen the act perpetrated by the mate when the colours were 
thrown overboard. The commissioned officer who was with me was of the same 
opinion, as he saw the supposed papers afloat astern. Indeed, so clear and plain 
was the act, that it hag been a marvel to us from whence and how these papers 
have come to light. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed F. A. CLOSE. 





Inclosure in No. 391, 
Cummander Close to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, The Deanery, Carlisle, December 22, 1859. 

ON or about the 23rd May, 1858, I found the “ Zydia Gibbs” at anchor off Whydah, West Coast of 
Africa. 

2. I soon obtained information from the shore that a cargo of slaves were assembling on the beach for her, 
and that she was shipping provisions from the shore through a Portuguese vessel, from whence they could be 
taken to the “ Lydia Gibbs” without our knowledge. I also received information that her cargo consisted chiefly 
of water in casks and provisions, &c., comprising all the necessaries of a slaving cargo. 

3. At this time the “ Lydia Gibbs” was flying the flag of the United States, and was landing trade rum. 

4. Her captain (Watson) stated that he was to proceed to St. Thomas’ Island (West Coast of Africa), or any 
island he could fetch, to repair his cutwater, which was damaged, rendering the bobstay unsafe. I could see, 
without boarding, that this statement was false, as there was nothing the matter with his bobstay. 

5. Under these circumstances, I began to doubt his first statement, viz., that he was entitled to the protection 
of the flag he was flying, and I therefore considered it my duty to chase him, when he left the anchorage on the 
29th May, 1858. 

6. I came up with him at daylight, and hailed him, to say I was going to senda boat on board, While I was 
steaming a-head, to drop my boat, he hove-to. 

7. I immediately went on board, taking with me Mr. G. H. Allen, master. I told Captain Watson that I had 
come to pay him an official visit, and wished to see his papers. Without a word of objection he took me below, 
and produced American papers. I found by them that he had cleared his cargo from Havana for Annobon. IL 
asked him to explain how it was he had landed his cargo at Whydah instead of Annobon. 

8. As he could give no answer, I told him that I did not believe that she was an American vessel at all, and 
should therefore open his hatches. 

9. Against this he remonstrated, and demanded a certificate stating my reasons for opening his hatches. 
This certificate I gave, and then explained to him the position he was in if I opened his hatches while the 
American flag was flying and found proof that he was not American. 

10. I also told him that if he was really entitled to the American flag he would be very foolish not to stick to 
it, as the risk and censure would then fall upon me for having searched a vessel of the United States. 

11. I then proceeded on deck, and ordered my men to clear away and open the fore hatchway. While they 
were so doing, and before the hatch was lifted, Captain Watson said to his mate, “ Haul down that bloody rag ; I 
will not be taken under that flag.” 

12. The flag in question, viz., that of the United States, was fastened in the rigging within reach, and the 
mate actually tore it down by handsful, throwing it overboard. The mate then rushed past my officer into the 
cabin, snatched up all the papers from off the table, and threw them overboard, with a black bag containing 
flags. 

3. Captain Watson then shouted out to me, “ Remember, Captain, 1 am taken under no colours, and no 
papers.” This confession was heard by several of my men, and by the commissioned officer who boarded with me, 
whose written statement I have just obtained. 

14. I hurried aft, to save the Spanish papers, but was too late; all, apparently, had been thrown overboard ; 
and after searching carefully later in the day, I was obliged to believe Captain Watson's reiterated affirmation, 
that there was not a scrap of paper of any kind left to prove the “ Lydia Gibbs's” nationality; all had been 
thrown overboard. 

15. After the colours and papers had been thrown overboard, a full crew of Spaniards made their appearance 
from several hiding-places, including a Spanish supercargo and Spanish pilot ae captain); making a total 
of seventeen persons on board this schooner of 114 tons. 

16. The last-named person told me he had been captured five times before, and described how he had landed 
the doubloons in a sugar-cask a few days before near Posso, to purchase slaves for the “ Lydia Gibbs,” 

17. Captain Watson told me that he had received 3,000 dollars in advance for the trip across, and he was to 
have 3,000 more on his return, if successful. He also told me how the “ Lydia Gibbs" had been sold at the 
Havana. 

18. Mr. G. M. Dallas lays great stress on the honest cargo of the “ Lydia Gibbs,” but he has omitted to 
name, among other items, one that did not appear on her manifest, viz., 113 leaguers, pipes, casks, and barrels, 
filled with fresh water, a complete slave-deck, numbered and arranged, with new cleats, recently nailed to the 
ship’s side, ready to receive the beams; also slave-co} , packed in a wooden case, bags of wooden spoons, and 
tin utensils, for feeding the slaves ; also vast quantities of food for slaves, which are not of any use as articles 
of commerce, or saleable in anv way on the coast of Africa. A more complete slave cargo was never sold at 
Sierra Leone ; even large quantities of ** black dose,” and other medicines, had not been forgotten. 

19. So well was her character known at Sierra Leone that on one occasion, when I found the Spanish 
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Consul-General conversing on board the ‘‘ Lydia Gibbs,” he corrected me by saying that this an was the Spanish 
pilot of the “ Zydia Gibbs,” and that the tall old man whom he (the Consul) had seen in the previous mail was not 
~ pilot, but the Spanish supercargo of the “ Lydia Gibbs ;’’ thus, most certainly, acknowledging her Spanish 
character. sf 

20. I think I have clearly proved, from Captain Watson's own statement before reliable witnesses, that the 
“‘ Lydia Gibbs” had no colours or papers, and therefore was not American. 

21. Again, from the items of her cargo found in the hold, her intentions were not those of an honest trader; 
and again, from the Spanish Consul-General’s statement, he acknowledged the “ Lydia Gibbs” to have had more 
of a Spanish character than of an American. 

22. This last circumstance connected with the Spanish Consul-General I reported at the time to the Senior 
Officer, West Coast of Africa, in a letter dated Sierra ne, 19th August, 1858. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) F. A. CLOSE. 








No. 392. 
Commander Fitz Roy to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Falcon,” off Whydah, August 17, 1859. 
IN consequence of information that slaves were on the beach, branded, and 
destined to be shipped in the United States’ brigantine “.J. Harris,” of New York, 
I this day directed G. W. Strong, Senior Lieutenant, and Mr. Hunt, master of 
this ship, to visit and ascertain her right to the American flag. 
_. The papers were found correct, and the master made no complaint of the 
visitation. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. G. FITZ ROY. 





No. 393. 
Commander Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, *« Viper,” Shark’s Point, September 20, 1859. 

ON my arrival at Shark’s Point I received a telegram from Lieutenant Burton, 
of Her Majesty's ship “Triton,” to the effect that a large ship had passed up the 
river to Punta da Lenha. I dispatched the gig, on the morning of the 17th instant, 
to ascertain what ship it was. The gig returned at 4 a.m. of the 18th, bringing 
information that the “ Rebecca,” of New York, was lying off the factory of a 
notorious slave-merchant. 

In consequence of information (Government), I deemed it my duty to proceed 
to Punta da Lenha, accompanied by Mr. A. Thompson, Assistant Paymaster in 
charge, and board the “Rebecca,” which I did on the forenoon of the 19th instant. 
On asking to see the register of the ship, it was produced, and found correct, as is 
now the case with all of them that come to the coast of Africa. 

1 asked the captain if he had any complaints to offer on his being boarded. He 
had none, and required no insertion made in his log as to the fact of his having 
been visited. 

On the other side hereof is the statement of Mr. Thompson, the accompanying 


officer. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 





Inclosure in No. 393. 


Mr. Thompson to Commander Hewett. 


Sir, “ Viper,” Shark’s Point, September 20, 1859. 
BEING ordered’ to accompany you as a witness to the proceedings that took place on boarding the “ Rebecca,” 
of New York (your reasons for boarding her being the suspicious nature of her voyage, and information from 
Government to that effect), I have the honour to report as follows:— ' 
On arriving on board, you requested the captain to show you his register. It was produced, and found to be 


rrect. 
You then asked where he was next bound to. The captain replied, to St. Paul de Loanda. 
Before leaving, you inquired of the se if he had any complaints to make, or if he required the fact of 
his having been visited inserted in his log. ‘To baa — e answered No. 
ave, Ac. 
(Signed) A. THOMPSON, Assistant Paymaster in charge. 
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No. 394. 
Captain Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Archer,” River Congo, October 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that, this day, being at anchor in the River Congo, I saw a 
brigantine coming down the river under American colours. Perceiving that she 
was not one of the usual traders to this coast, I thought it probable that she had 
hoisted that flag to cover illegal Traffic. I therefore sent Lieutenant Thomas and 
Mr. Goolden, Master's Assistant, to board her to ascertain her nationality. As she 
proved by her register to be an American vessel, Lieutenant Thomas left her at 
once. 

I inclose a copy of the report of the boarding ely attested by the witness. 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





Inclosure in No. 394. 
Mr. Thom..s to Captain Courtenay. 


Sir, “Archer,” River Congo, October 19, 1859. 
IN compliance with your directions, I this day boarded a brigantine coming down the River Congo. On 

examining her register, I found her to be the “ Francis Ellen,” of Charleston, entitled to fly the American flag. 
The captain making no complaint, I returned on board this ship without delaying her on her voyage. 


I have, &e. 
Witness: (Signed ) J. H. THOMAS. 
(Signed) C. T. Goounen, Master's Assistant. 





No. 395. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Ascension, November 23, 1859. 
I REGRET to have to report to you that there is every indication of an inten- 
tion of vigorously re-opening the Slave Trade in the Bights. 

By reports made me by the Commander of the “ Spitfire,” and others, it appears 
that, in addition to the shipment of 600 slaves from Whydah last January in the 
“ Tyrant,” the United States’ vessel “ Cygnet” shipped and escaped with 400 on 
the 20th September. Half of her cargo was received at Aghwey, the remainder 
lower down the coast. 

The “J. Harris,” American brigantine, shipped on the 25th September, and 
was captured, without papers o. colours, next day by the “Spitfire,” having on 
board 500 slaves. 

The Portuguese brigantine “Gloria” received 400 slaves at Aghwey on the 
11th September, and escaped in safety. 

A fourth vessel is reported to have shipped between 400 and 500 siaves at 
Porto Seguro on the 24th. 

A fifth vessel, the Portuguese brig ‘‘ Olmssund,” is waiting an opportunity, it 
is expected, to ship. Her master states that several Portuguese vessels have 
recently escaped. 

The last-named brig, and other suspicious Portuguese vessels, have been 
searched by the “ Spitfire” without any evidence of slave-trading being discovered. 

The Civil Commandant of Quitta, who furnishes the cruizers with much 
valuable information, reports that many more slaves are expected in the Bights 
from Havana, consigned to a Portuguese at Whydah named Louzada Soriez. 

The master of the packet “ Retriever ” reports that the Slave Trade is about to 
be opened in the Benin and Biafra rivers, and that 10,000 slaves are engaged to be 
ready at Whydah by the end of the year. 

The re-opening of the Slave Trade in the Bights on a large scale, if allowed to 
exist, will be attended with a stoppage of that great and rapidly-increasing legal 
traffic which is now fast superseding it. There is greater necessity now than there 
has been for the last ten years for a large and efficient squadron. Between 20,000 
and 25,000 slaves, it is calculated, will leave the coast this year ; in fact, a great 
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—— of that number have already left, as shown in my last Report on the Slave 
rade. 

With regard to the late shipments from the Bights, I have instructed the Senior 
Officer of that Division to personally communicate with and warn the King of 
Aghwey, and others who have infringed their Treaty-engagements with England, 
of the punishment they may expect if they again disregard their solemn contracts, 
and have enjoined upon him the necessity of a most vigilant system of cruizing— 
each vessel having, in addition, two boats constantly detached to watch the coast. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 396. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Hermes,” in Simon’s Bay, November 17, 1859. 

BY the ‘“‘Chevy Chase” steamer, which arrived here on the 7th instant, I 
received from Commodore Wise his letter No. 113 of the 22nd October, 1859, of 
which a duplicate was forwarded by him to you. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will have learnt from that report 
the continued activity of the New York and Cuban slave-dealers, and the measures 
which, in the Commodore’s opinion, are required for checking it. 

I must first observe, that it is gratifying to find that the efforts of Her Majesty's 
Government for so many years have not been altogether unavailing, and that, 
notwithstanding the unprecedented activity of the slavers, the legitimate trade has, 
with but slight exceptions, replaced the iniquitous Traffic in Slaves along the whole 
extent of coast between the Gambia and Cape Lopez. At the same time, it cannot 
be doubted that, until the propensity to sell slaves has more completely died out, 
any relaxation in our vigilance would cause a revival of the Trade in the Bights ; 
and I much fear that the reduced state of the African squadron will lead to attempts 
by the owners of vessels which the joint efforts of the English and American 
squadrons inay drive from the South Coast to obtain cargoes from the neighbour- 
hood of Whydah. Should these attempts be successful, I fear that all the good 
already accomplished will be lost, and I view with much apprehension the diminu- 
tion of our force in that quarter. 
és The chief focus of the Trade on the South Coast is undoubtedly the River 

ongo. 

The substitution by the United States of a steam-squadron having its depét 
at St..Paub de Loanda, for a sailing-squadron with its head-quarters at Porto 
Praya, will, I do not doubt, have a considerable effect in checking it there, 

The additional measures suggested by Commodore Wise are :— 

1. Some alterations of the law of the United States which would make vessels 
under that flag liable to seizure by their cruizers when equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

2. More stringent regulations for granting papers to American vessels clearing 
out for the coast of Africa. 

3. The establishment of hulks for cruizing-boats, to be moored at distances of 
fifty miles from each other along the coast. ; 

4. The recognition of the Portuguese claim to the sovereignty of the territory 
between Ambriz and latitude 5° 12’ south. 

I have already expressed to their Lordships my opinion of the great advantages 
that would accrue to the cause of the suppression of the Slave Trade if the United 
States’ Government would follow the example of the other Powers in prohibiting 
the shipment of certain articles, except under special guarantees, and in giving 
more power to their cruizers, and it is needless to say more on such an obvious 

oint. 
F The third measure, the establishment of hulks, is one to which I cannot so 
readily give my acquiescence. The risk of leaving them with but a small body of 
men (one boat’s crew) would, 1 believe, be great, and it might be expected that 
attempts would be made to destroy them by fire; I should therefore much prefer 
the employment of small gun-boats as tenders to the larger cruizers, 

The fourth measure recommended, the recognition of Portuguese authority over 
the disputed district, is one that I formerly advocated, and, i pecs other 

Crass A. 
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Powers, would, I believe, be most useful ; but the distinct denial by France of the 
Portuguese claim to territory to the northward of Point Padron, and the long- 
continued resistance of England, would probably throw great difficulties in the way 
of obtaining the acknowledgment from other Powers of the right to seize vessels 
approaching the shore for illegal trade. 

I fear that the present demand for small vessels in other quarters may prevent 
their Lordships from replacing the numerous cruizers that have been sent to 
England in consequence of their defective state; and I can therefore only enjoin on 
the senior officer on the coast to endeavour, by concerting his measures with the 
senior officer of the American squadron, and by the utmost vigilance in the Bights, 
to check, as far as possible, the proceedings of the slave-dealers until the squadron 
can be again reinforced. 

With reference to the Pongas, although it might undoubtedly be advantageous 
to destroy the stockaded factories in that river, | should deprecate the diversion of 
any part of the African squadron for that purpose at a time when their services can 
be more advantageously employed elsewhere. The Trade that may go on there is 
but trifling, and may easily be checked at any time. 

but it is not on the West Coast alone that we are to fear an increase in the Slave 
Trade. By the inclosed copy of a despatch from Captain Rigby, the Agent of the 
Indian Government at Zanzibar, to the Governor in Council at Bombay, dated the 
25th July, 1859, I learn that advantage has been taken of the absence of Her 
Majesty's cruizers, and that three shipments are known to have taken place from 
the neighbourhood of Lbo. I shall therefore endeavour, by sending up supplies in 
the first vessel I have available, to enable Captain de Horsey to watch the suspicious 
ports more closely ; and, should the cargo of coals for which their Lordships have 
directed me to provide covering arrive at Johanna at no very distant period, I 
should hope that we may then frustrate some of the attempts that we may expect 
will be made by vessels driven off the West Coast. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 


——— arian neenenn 


Inclosure in No. 396. 


Captain Rigby ta Mv. Andrews. 
Sir, Zanzibar, July 25, 1859. 

IN connection with the Slave Tiade on the East Coast of Africa, I have the honour to report, for the 
information of the Governor in Council, that I have been informed by the commander of a Hamburgh vessel 
which trades between Zanzibar and the ports on the mainland, that, whilst recently at the port of Ibo, situated 
within the Portuguese dominions on the East Coast of Africa, in about 12° south latitude, a large slave-ship 
arrived there, and on secing his vessel, and supposing it to be a British cruizer, hoisted American colours, and 
stood oyt to sea, but soon afterwards, on ascertaining that it was not a ship of war in the port, returned under 
Spanish colours, and commenced shipping a cargo of slaves for Cuba. ‘This vessel was well armed with large 
* guns, and carried a strong crew. 

2. A few days ago letters were received here from Ibo, stating that two other large slavers, under Spanish 
colours, had arrived at that port, and after making contracts and all arrangements for receiving cargoes of slaves, 
had stood out to sea, and were to return after twenty days to ship the slaves. 

3. On these occasions the slave-ships, having previously made all arrangements with local agents, seldom 
remain more than a few hours in the port. Some spot on the coast is agreed upon, the slaves and provisions are 
collected at the appointed time, and within a few hours after the arrival of the slaver they are all shipped, and 
the vessel leaves the coast. 

‘The slaves who are contracted for with the agents at the Portuguese port of Ibo, are taken by land about 
thirty miles to the south, and shipped in a small bay called Poona. It is described as having a very narrow 
entrance, and ships inside it cannot be seen by a vessel out at sea. 

4. As there is at present no British Consul at Mozambique I should have reported this Slave Trade at 
Ibo to his Excellency the Admiral Commanding-in-chief on the Cape Station, but there is no probability of any 
opportunity occurring to forward a letter from here to the Cape. 

5. His Excellency the Governor-General of Mozambique appears most anxious to put a stop to the Slave 
Trade within the Portuguese dominions on the East Coast, but I fear that he meets with little support from the 
Portuguese authorities at the other ports: and His Highness the Sultan at Zanzibar has so strongly forbidden 
the export of slaves from his ports in foreign ships, Ibo appears to be the chief market from which they are 
shipped, and it must be with the connivance of the Portuguese authorities at that port. 

6. I have not heard of any French slavers being on the coast lately, but the commander of the American 
vessel which arrived here two days ago from the Mauritius, informs me that five French vessels were about 
leaving Port Louis for Muscat, and he suspected their object to be to obtain negroes, as, from the limited amount — 
of merchandize for shipment at Muscat, it was very improbable that they were going there in expectation of 
obtaining cargoes. 

7. The commander of the Hamburgh coasting-vessel to whom myself and the Commanders of Her Majesty’s 
cruizera are frequently indebted for information relating to slavera on the coast is anxious that it should 
not be made known that he reported the slaver at Ibo, as it would make the Portuguese hostile to him, and thus 
injure the trade of his vessel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. P. RIGBY. 


el 
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No. 397. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “‘ Triton,” off Killongo, October 13, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in compliance with Article 11, page 14 
of the Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, I boarded a brig under 
American colours, name “ T'avernier, of New York,” 151 tons, Robert Johnson, 
master, of this place, this day, to prove her nationality. 

I feustnined her papers. They were in the usual form, but had no means 
of proving their authenticity: no complaint was made, and the following is a 
true extract from the log of this ship :—“ 2°30 p.m., Commander boarded the brig 
« Tavernier, of New York, under American colours.” 

From the following reasons | am of opinion that this vessel is come for a cargo 
of slaves :— 

1. Her register states that she belongs to New York ; but in her articles she 
belongs to Philadelphia. 

2. She was cleared out from Savannah for Fernando Po, but has not been to 
that island; her master alleging as an excuse that he had not a bill of health for 
Porto Praya. 

3. She has a Spanish supereargo, who is connected (from a statement made by 
the master) with the well-known slaving house of Antonio Fernandez at Punta da 
Lenha, in the River Congo. 

4. She has unusually large hatchways for a vessel of her description, which 
were carefully closed, and her general appearance was not that of a legal trader. 

5. She was anchored about three-quarters of a mile from some very extensive 
and recently-erected slave-barracoons ; also left the anchorage immediately after 


being visited. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 398. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received February 1.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 30, 1860. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Lord John Russell, an extract of a letter from 
Rear-Admiral the Hon. Sir F. Grey, dated the 20th December last, acquainting 
their Lordships that the French are about to extend their emigration scheme to 
the Bonny seat Calabar rivers, and stating that such a proceeding must greatly tend 
to revive the Traffic in Slaves. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. PENNELL, 
For Secretary. 





Inclosure in No. 398. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


( Extract.) December 20, 1859. 

AT the same time we have been informed that the French are about to extend their emigration scheme 
to the Bonay and Calabar rivers; and it can scarcely be doubted that the effect of such a proceeding will be 
to revive the desire of dealing in slaves, which has been with difficulty suppressed and made to yield to 
legitimate commerce ; and if, at the same time, the check of the English cruizers, which alone, I believe, 
has prevented the revival of the Slave Trade in the Bights, is removed, I can scarcely anticipate any other 
result than the total annihilation of all the good results of our efforts, and a renewed attempt by Kosoko to 
re-establish his authority and the Slave Trade in Lagos. 
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No. 399. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Ascension, December 30, 1859. 
_ I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that on the 13th December, 1859, in 
latitude 1° 46’ north, and longitude 11° 39 west, I fell in with a brigantine under 
Mexican colours, which, on boarding, proved to be the ‘‘ El Rosariio,” of about 
170 tons, fully fitted for the Slave Trade, with deck laid, and having no papers of 
nationality whatever. She therefore became a prize to the “ Arrogant,” and was 
despatched, in charge of Lieutenant Adams, to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 

The “ El Rosarito” cleared out from Havana. She had no slaves on board. 
: pion intended that her slaves should be shipped in the neighbourhood of 

mbriz. 

Her master had, on former occasions, shipped slaves, but would not afford any 
further information on the subject. 

The capture of the “ El Rosarito” was not effected in consequence of infor- 
mation from the Foreign Office received either directly or indirectly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No. 400. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract. ) “ Vesuvius,”’ Ascension, December 24, 1859. 

THE “ Conflict” was at Sierra Leone on the 27th September, and Commander 
Sullivan intended to sail for England on the 29th. On the 18th she had the good 
fortune to capture a barque without name or nation, in latitude 1° 35’ north, 
longitude 10° 10 west. She had 330 gold doubloons on board, and is believed to 
have fitted out in either the Spanish ports of Santander or Bilbao. 

The “Spitfire,” on the 21st September, steamed to Aghwey, and, on anchorin 
there, received information that a brigantine, supposed to be the “‘ Cygnet,” ha 
communicated with the shore, and sailed to leeward about 8 p.m. the previous night. 
The “Spitfire” directly steamed back along the coast as far as three miles to 
leeward of Jackin, but saw nothing of her. On the following day the “Spitfire” 
steamed back through Whydah towards Aghwey, and at noon met the brigantine 
“ J, Harris” running to leeward; and Commander Chapman, believing she had 
returned to ship, followed and anchored in company with her at Whydah, remained 
there to the 25th, on which day the “J. Harris” sailed to leeward. The “ Spitfire” 
weighed the same day and steamed towards Jackin, and at 6 p.m. observed a 
brigantine standing off the land, which, on being boarded at 9:30 p.m., proved to be 
the “J. Harris,” apparently all correct. She had, however, then 500 slaves on 
board, without the boarding officer discovering it; and it was only on the return 
of the “ Spitfire” to Jackin that the fact was ascertained. The “Spitfire,” in conse- 
quence, again proceeded in chase next morning, and, at 9°45a.m., captured the 
slaver, without papers or colours, but with 500 slaves on board. 

The “Brune” remains moored off the Consulate, Lagos; she is now manned 
with Kroomen. As usual, there are rumours of an intended attack on Lagos by 
Kosoko. The senior officer has, however, instructions to place Europeans in the 
“Brune” should there be any good Daag 9 for such a rumour. 

“The “Spitfire’s” prize was at Sierra Leone in the harbour, on shore, with 400 
and odd slaves, several having died on the way up from small-pox. 





No. 401. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received February .) 
Sir, Admiralty, February 6, 1860. 
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No. 402. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Triton,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 17’ S., Long. 12° 14’ E., 
R December 24, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that when at anchor off Bahia Founda this 
day, a sail was reported to the southward standing north, which sail I immediately 
roceeded té overhaul, and, after a chase of five hours, succeeded in capturing a 
rig, without name, papers, or coiours, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade (as 
per form inclosed.) 

After considerable difficulty I succeeded in ascertaining that the brig’s name 
had originally been the “ Dos Hermanos ;” that she was about 200 tons burthen; 
that she sailed from Cardenas, in Cuba, on the Ist May last with a crew consisting 
of twelve persons ; that the captain and one of her crew had: proceeded to Punta da 
Lenha, with 500 doubloons, about a month ago; and that she was standing into 
Bahia Fonda, for the purpose of shipping between 400 and 500 slaves when inter- 
cepted by the “ Triton.” 

This vessel was chased by the ‘‘ Viper” on the 21st, also by the “ Viper” and 
“Triton” on the 22nd, and succeeded in eluding her pursuers both days. 

I have sent her to St. Helena for adjudication, in charge of Mr. Charles J. 
Bigley, Master’s Assistant. 

No information of any description has been received from the Foreign Office 
concerning this brig. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 












‘Under what colours. 


“ Triton,” December 24, 1859. 








Inclosure in No. 402. 


Return of Vessels detained as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and sent into Port for Adjudication. 
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(Signed) R. H. BURTON, Lieutenant Commander. 
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No. 403. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Triton,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 8’ S., Long. 11° 52’ E., 
: January 9, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that this day I captured a barque with 
between 600 and 700 slaves of both sexes on board, without name, papers, or colours, 
as per form inclosed. 

This vessel when first seen was standing out of Landano under all plain sail, 
with port topmast and topgallant studding-sails set, and on seeing the “Triton” 
she took in her studding-sails, tacked and set starboard studding-sails. Having 
got within range | fired a blank gun to enforce colours; the American ensign was 
then hoisted, and the wind at that time beginning to freshen, I felt certain by her 
movements that she had fraudulently assumed the American flag. I therefore 
determined to board her, and fired a shotted gun over her, to bring her to. 

On boarding I found her full of slaves (the American flag disappearing 
immediately after the second gun was fired), in a very confined space; I could find 
no colours of any nation on board, nor had she any papers. On my inquiry why the 
American flag was hoisted, I was informed they thought that I would pass without. 
boarding. None of the crew would admit of their being a captain, mate, or super- 
cargo, and denied the protection of any nation. 

The slave-deck being very badly ventilated, with small hatchways, &c. (as per 
report inclosed), I therefore deemed it absolutely necessary, for the preservation of 
the lives of the slaves, to remove 200 to the ‘“Triton,’’ most of which are under 10 
years of age, several very much attenuated, and when in the barque were trampled 
on and cast aside by their stronger companions. 

One of the crew, who I imagine was her captain, informed me that the barque 
sailed from L. Anguilla near Cuba on the 21st of September, 1859, that she was 
250 tons burthen, that her name had been the “ Pamphylia,” and that he 
shipped the slaves at Landano ; he further acquainted me that he had, as Captain, 
run two successful cargoes of slaves from the Mozambique, and was also second 
mate of the brig that escaped from the “Penguin” and “ Orestes” with 600 slaves 
on board from the Mozambique, on the 6th of November, 1851. 

Information regarding a barque named ‘‘ Pamphylia” was received from the 
Foreign Office by the October mail. I intend taking the slaves I have on board to 
St. Helena for adjudication, placing Mr. E. C. Smythe, Second Master, in charge of 
the barque for the same purpose. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 


Inclosure | in No. 403. 


Return of Vessels detained as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and sent into Port for Adjudication. 
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“ Triton,” January 9, 1860. (Signed) R. H. BURTON, Lieutenant Commander. 


OZE 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 403. : 
Messrs. Mc Kinner and Smythe to Lieutenant Burton. 


Sir, “ Triton,” Cabinda, January 10, 1860. 

IN compliance with your orders we yesterday visited a barque (name and nation unknown) captured by Her 
ae ship “ Triton” under your command on the 9th instant, with a large number of slaves on board, 

e carefully examined the state of the vessel, health and condition of the slaves, in compliance with the 
instructions contained in Article XV, page 36, of the Commanders-in-chief’s general instructions and local orders, 
and we find as follows :— 

1. That the vessel is barque-rigged, of about 250 tons, well found and in good condition; but with small 
hatches, and the slave-deck badly ventilated. 

2. The majority of the slaves are young and healthy apparently, consisting of both sexes, the female being 
separated from the male sex; 28 slaves were found in the forward part of the vessel (evidently used as a “sick 
bay’’), the greater number of whom were greatly emaciated, and a few suffering from dysentery. 

3. On the centre or slave-deck about 430 slaves were confined: the space being quite insufficient for them to 
lie down, many of them were obliged to remain in an erect position. 

4. The slaves, from the appearance of the deck, had been very recently shipped ; but the heat below was most 
intolerable, and subsequently a most disagreeable odour issued from the slave-deck. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR McKINNER, Assistant Surgeon. 
EDWARD C. SMYTHE, Second Master. 





No. 404. 
Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, January 10, 1860. 
WITH reference to your letter of No. 372 of the 10th October, 1859, I have now 
the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, copies of Lieutenant Burton’s reports of the circumstances under which 
the “ Regla” was captured by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Triton,” in May last. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 404, 
Lieutenant Burton to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


ir, “ Triton,” off Mesel, May 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I captured a schooner, name unknown, about fifteen miles off Mesel 

this day, without papers or colours, manned by fourteen persons, who refused to claim any nation; and, being 
ordered to St, Helena, intend to convoy the prize to that island myself, for adjudication, as per form inclosed. 

With the assistance of Mr. Gabriel, Commissioner at St. Paul de Loanda, the following particulars were obtained 
from one of her crew, who stated that the vessel sailed from Cardenas, in Cuba, in February last, and that she was 
called the “ Regia.” She left that port at night, without having been visited or despatched by the authorities, 
having on board a complete slave-cargo, ready for the reception of about 350 slaves, which he imagines were to 
have been shipped at Mazula, and her slave-deck was laid during the voyage. 

She made the land, on the Ist instant, to the southward of Rio Longo, and ran to the northward for three 
days, keeping the coast (Portuguese territories) in view, and arrived off Mazula on the 3rd, on which day the 
captain (said to be an American) landed, sending orders for the schooner to return the following day ; also that 
this captain had previously run two cargoes of slaves. I was unable to ascertain his name, but when he landed 
he was seen to take an American ensign with him. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 404. 


Lieutenant Burton to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Triton,” Shark's Point, July 10, 1859, 

IN answer to your Memorandum of the 20th June, 1859, calling for a full report of my proceedings from 
the time cf parting company with Her Majesty’s ship “Conflict,” until my capturing a schooner without colours 
or papers, and name unknown, pe pow: to be the “ Regla,” I have the honour to inform you that, on parting 
company with the ‘‘Conflict” off the Congo, on the 2nd May, 1859, I communicated with Her Majesty's ship 
« Pluto” off Snake’s Head the same day, and supplied her with provisions, and weighed on the 3rd. 

On the morning of the 4th May, at 7 a.m., I boarded a schooner fully equipped for shipping slaves, with a 
slave-deck laid, about fifteen miles off, to the southward and westward of Mesel. I asked for her captain, papers, 
and colours, and was given to understand that she had neither; the crew also denying to claim any nation, and 
who, on being boarded, had their clothes already packed for going away. I proceeded in-shore and anchored the 
prize off Mesel, while the “ Triton” proceeded to Kinsembo, to land the slave-crew, and on the following morning 


Crass A. 
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took the prize in tow and arrived at St. Paul de Loanda the same day. I distinctly deny that she had the 
American ensign flying, and also assert that there was not at the time of capture, or afterwards, anything 
whatever in the shape of a flag found on board. 

I declare this statement, as well as the copy of the log, to be true, and the Governor-General of Angola 
must have been imposed on by the persons making any declaration differing from “ -acegeesy 


ave, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 405. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


( Extract.) “ Arrogant,” Ascension, January 21, 1860. 

I HAVE now (in acquainting you with the further proceedings of which 
information has been received), with much regret to report th 
out on board two of Her Majesty’s ships. 

The “Sharpshooter,” Lieutenant Gibbons commanding, left Sierra Leone on 
the 28th December for Ascension, per order of Commander Lord Edward Cecil, 
senior officer, I regret to say having yellow fever on board. Up to that date, four 
fatal cases had occurred, including one officer (Mr. Henry Castle, Master’s 
Assistant) ; two real cases and twelve suspicious ones were on board. She has not 
yet arrived here, and [ fancy must have put back again. 

Having reason to believe that the Slave Trade was being carried on at Cape 
Roxo, the ‘ Sharpshooter” proceeded there, but found no vessels at anchor, and 
arrived off the Pongas on the 7th December, where she sent up two armed boats to 
the Mission of Fallangia, and found all quiet. 

The Slave Trade seems to be very slack in the North Division. 

Bighis Division Commander Bowden, of the “ Medusa,” the senior officer, 
left Lagos on the 24th October, under steam, for Aghwey, where she arrived the 
following day, and found the “ Falcon.” On the 27th Commander Bowden landed, 
for the purpose of holding a palaver with the Cabooceers, who had broken the Treaty. 
For your better information I inclose a copy of his report of proceedings on that 
occasion. 

He further states uhat when on shore at Aghwey a Mr. Maderes refused t leto 
certain Kroomen go who had volunteered for the ‘‘ Brune,” stating that he was their 
master. It appears, from the statement of these men, that they had been landed 
from the “Hanover,” but had not engaged to serve Mr. Maderes, who forcibly 
detained them; and on their insisting to go to the “ Brune,” he got the natives 
(more than 100 in number), to hunt them, being armed with swords and knives, &c. 
The greater part of these Kroomen were driven down to the beach, swam out, and 
were picked up hy the boats of the “ Medusa,” and entered for the ** Brune,” having 
claimed the protection of the English flag, of which Commander Bowden informed 
Mr. Maderes. , 

The “Medusa” then, on the 29th October, sailed for Whydah, where 
Commander Bowden received a communication from Mr. Dawson that’ the 
Yervogah of Whydah had stopped all supplies of fresh beef, vegetables, fruit, &c., 
to our men-of-war ; but on the Ist December, after having communicated by letter 
with Mr. Dawson, he received intimation from the Yervogah that, as we were 
friends, he could receive supplies as usual. 

King Docemo having expressed a wish to see Commander Bowden, he went to 
Lagos for that purpose, when he received a long account from the King of the 
insults he had received from Kosoko, and the threats held out by him of paying 
Lagos avisit. . 

Commander Bowden advised the King to have some system for arming and 
drilling his people, so as to defend himself, and succeeded in getting him to promise 
he would do so. ' ; 

The “Medusa” then, on the 15th November, steamed up to Whydah, and 
left on the 18th for Lagos, falling in with the United States’ gun-boat “Sumpter” 
on her way, and reached her destination on the 20th. ‘ 

Mr. Brand, the English Consul for Lagos, arrived on the 22nd, and was saluted 
by the “‘ Medusa” on his landing next day. : 

On the 24th Commander Bowden communicated with Captain Armstrong, of 
the “Sumpter,” and pointed out to him the desirability of having an American 


at fever has broken 
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cruizer in the Bights, there being a great number of vessels, under American 
colours, expected there, intended for Slave Traffic. | 

The “ Medusa” then sailed for Whydah, and on the 2nd December to the west- 
ward, visiting the different ports, and a second time fell in with the “Sumpter” 

un-boat. She had returned to the Bights to act as a cruizer, and was informed by 
er commander (Captain Armstrong) that he was desirous of co-operating with him 
in every possible way. 

The “ Medusa ” then, on the 8th, returned to Lagos. 

The “ Falcon,” Commander Fitzroy, has been cruizing in the Bights Division, 
between Tella Coffee and Whydah. She was at Aghwey on the 25th October, 
where she remained until the 28th, and has since been constantly cruizing to wind- 
ward for the suppression of the Slave 'Trade. 

The “ Falcon” boarded the Portuguese ship ‘ Lisbonais” on the 17th October 
off Aghwey and found her papers quite correct, but has since had reason to believe 
that she is employed in the Slave Trade. 

The “ Spitfire” was at Lagos on the 22nd October. 

The “Brune” is still employed in the Lagos Lagoon, being manned by 
Kroomen ; it is my intention to put an European crew on board, and,in accordance 
with instructions, remove her. 

I think her services might be very useful in the Congo. 

Kosoko still. continues to threaten Docemo, who is in daily fear of being 
attacked. 

Lieutenant Hankinson writes that on the 14th November hearing there was a 
probability of a disturbance between them at Ikorrodo Market, he proceeded there, 
accompanied by the Consul, with the intention of preventing it if possible; but 
the market was quiet, and there was no appearance of hostilities on either side. 

ng Slave Trade, under American colours, appears to be going forward 
briskly. 

In bringing this, my letter of proceedings, to a conclusion, I beg most respect- 
fully to point out the very small squadron at my disposal for carrying out the 
various and arduous duties of this station. The Slave Trade is, [ am given to 
understand, a great deal more brisk at present than it has been for a number of 
years. I therefore hope, Sir, you will be pleased to move my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to strengthen this portion of the station under your command, 
the present available force of which consists of five cruizers, 








Inclosure in No. 405. 
Commander Bowden to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Medusa,” Lagos, November 21, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report that as I knew some of the slaves on board the prize “ John Harris,” and 
also part of ‘the cargo of slaves on board the “ Cygnet,” had come from Aghwey, or its immediate neighbourhood, 
I rendezvoused off that port with the “ Falcon,” and having previously sent to the Cabooceers that I wished to have 
an interview, I went on the 27th October to see them. 

I first saw the English Cabooceer, who told me he had nothing to do with slaves, and had always acted up to 
the Treaty ; that none of his people were concerned in it; that his part of the town was the smallest and poorest, 
and that he had no influence in the Portuguese town. 

He produced the copy of the original Treaty, and appeared perfectly aware of its contents ; and he appealed 
to some British subjects of colour, that were present, if he had not always acted up to it. I afterwards saw the 
Portuguese Cabooceer. He said he had heard of a Treaty, but never saw it; that the old Cabooceer was dead, 
and that he belonged to another family. I therefore read the copy of the Treaty to him, and pointed out the 
the words “for ever,” and the signatures. He acknowledged it to be binding on him, and promised to consult 
his head men. After denying for a long time that slaves had been shipped from Aghwey, he finally admitted that 
they were gone, but had not shipped from their coast. He told me they had no slaves there; that if I could find 
any person to point them out, he would give them up. I urged on him that Mr, Swarey, a Portuguese who had 
bought and shipped the slaves, and was then living with Mr. Maderes in his town, should not be allowed to 
remain, it being contrary to the Treaty. About this he made a difficutty, but finally promised to send him away, 
if he found that he was engaged in the Slave Trade. I then warned him of the consequences of breaking the 
Treaties ; talked to him of Lagos and Kosoko, and of our not keeping ships on the coast for nothing; telling him 
that [ should refer the matter to you. He then got very humble, and asked me to have the Treaties read to his 
people and Chiefs, which I consented, to do; and the following day both Cabooceers, with their Chiefs and 
eer ig came to the Mission-house, where the Treaty was read and explained, and they promised to keep it 
strictly. 

The English Cabooceer came to me privately to request that an English Agent or Commandant might be 
sent to govern them, and instruct them in what was right, as at Lagos and Quitta. I promised to inform you and 
the Consul at Lagos of his request. 

I have but little doubt that the Portuguese Cabooceer has been greatly concerned in the Slave Trade, but am 
of opinion that his people will prevent any gathering of slaves for some time to come. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) . WM. BOWDEN, 
2T2 
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No. 406. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.—( Received March 10.) 


My Lord, Admiralty, March 9, 1860. 

REAR-ADMIRAL the Honourable Sir Henry Keppel having been appointed 
to succeed to the command of Her Majesty's ships employed on the Cape of Good 
ee and African Station, and my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty havin 
had under consideration the propriety of revising the instructions heretofore issue 
for the guidance of the Commander-in-chief on that station, their attention has been 
directed to the instructions framed with a view to carry out the Convention of 1845 
with France for the Suppression of Slave Trade, which Convention has now been 
abrogated. 

y Lords therefore request that you will call the attention of Lord John Russell 
to the letter from the Foreign Office of the 19th February, 1848, with its several 
inclosures, relating to this subject; and they would wish to be informed of the 
extent to which the instructions therein referred to should still be considered as in 
force, and in what manner Her Majesty’s officers should be directed to act, either in 
negotiating fresh Treaties with Native Chiefs, or in the event of its being necessary 
to employ force to compel the due execution of any such Treaty already existing. 


1 am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





No, 407. 
Lieutenant Simpson to Captain Courtenay. 


“ Pluto,” at Sea, Lat. 0° 40’ N., Long. 6° 23’ E., 
) January 25, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to report I this day boarded the American brigantine 
“John R. Rhoades,” of Baltimore, Strutt master. She was last from Corisco, but 
unable to say where bound to, though she professes to be looking for guano. Her 
hatches being off, I observed that her hold was clean, and ready to take in a cargo 
of slaves at a very short notice; but her register being apparently correct, I did 
not detain or molest her, nor was any complaint made by the master, or any other 
person on board. 

My reason for boarding her was, on account of having had information of her 
suspicious character from the Foreign Office. 


Sir, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. H. SIMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 407. 
Boarding Officers’ Report. 


AT 10 a.M., in latitude 0° 40’ north, and longitude 6° 23’ east, boarded the American brigantine “ John 
R. Rhoades,” of Baltimore, Strutt master. Finding her register apparently correct, did not molest or 
detain her. ; 

No complaint was made by the master, or any other person on board; and no notation was required to 
be made in her log. 

“ Pluto,” January 25, 1860. 

(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON, Lieutenant and Commander. 
JOHN HAY, Assistant Paymaster in charge. 





No. 408. 
Lieutenant Simpson to Captain Courtenay. 


“ Pluto,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 45’ S., Long. 9° 56’ E., 
r, December 1, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to report to you that, at daylight on the morning of the 
30th ultimo, being at the time under sail on the starboard tack, with wind from 
south-west, and in latitude 4° 15’ south, longitude 9° 30’ east, I observed a barque 
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standing off the land and towards us, with port-topgallant and topgallant | 
studding-sails set. Shortly afterwards, and apparently on her observing Her 
Majesty's ship under my command, she bore up before the wind. I immediately 
ordered the steam to be got up, furled sails (the wind being light), and proceeded 
in chase ; upon seeing which the barque again altered course, and s towards 
us. On nearing her, she hoisted the American ensign. I passed close under her 
stern, in order to observe her name, but found it to be completely obliterated. [ 
then hailed, and asked the name of the vessel, and was answerd, the ‘‘ Orion.” I 
immediately ordered her to heave-to, as it will be remembered that this was the 
same vessel that, on a former voyage, had been detained by Her Majesty’s ship 
“Triton,” and captured and sent across to New York by the United States’ sloop 
of war ‘‘ Marion,” as being engaged in the Slave Trade; and, on being released 
there, had again returned to the coast, with the same intention, viz, that of 
rocuring slaves. These facts, together with her suspicious movements, and my 
foawiedee that a few days previously she had had a name on her stern, determined 
me on boarding her. I accordingly left the ship, accompanied by Mr. Hay, Assistant 
Paymaster in charge, for that purpose, when, on nearing her, I observed the 
American ensign to be hauled down and thrown overboard. On boarding, I found 
the hatches open, and a cargo of 888 slaves on the slave-deck. 1 immediately made 
strict search for her papers, but could find none, every sign of her nationality 
having been destroyed previous to my boarding ; and I herewith inclose a copy of a 
statement made and signed by the master in my and Mr. Pratt’s (the Assistant 
Surgeon) presence, to the effect that the American ensign had been fraudulently 
assumed to cover the nefarious Traffic in which he was engaged, but that he had 
had no right or title whatever to it. I therefore captured her as a vessel being 
without papers and colours, and entitled to the protection of no flag or nation. 

I inclose a copy of the Assistant Surgeon's report as to the state of the vessel 
and slaves, by which it will appear that there is every probability of these arriving 
at St. Helena without any great loss of life. The slave-deck is the finest I have 
ever seen, being about eight feet in height, and clear fore and aft the ship, 
thoroughly well ventilated, having three very large hatchways, besides numerous 
smaller ones cut in the deck, and large stern-ports. She had provisions and water 
on board for 1,200 slaves (the number she was intended to have taken) for sixty 
days. 

. These facts induced me to alter my original intention, which was to have taken 
a portion of the slaves on board the “Pluto” for passage to St. Helena, as J found 
the accommodation to be infinitely better than they could have been provided with 
on board here. I therefore dispatched her yesterday to St. Helena for adjudication, 
in charge of Mr. Lamb, gunner (the only executive officer on board), with a prize- 
crew consisting of fourteen men; and as Mr. Lamb is a very fair navigator, and 
very sober and trustworthy, and the vessel a fast sailer, J am in hopes that she will 
make a good passage. 

1 have since obtained the information from the prize-crew that ti.e slaves were 
ship on the morning of the 28th instant, at Landano, in latitude 5° 12’ south, 
longitude 12° east. 

No information relative to this vessel has been received from the Foreign 
Office. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure*] in No. 408. 
Mr. Morgan to Lieutenant Simpson. 


Sir, At Sea, Lat. 4° 15' S., Long. 9° 30’ #., November 30, 1859. 

1 DO solemnly declare that the barque captured by Her Majesty's ship “ Pluto” on the 30th November, 
1859, is not entitled to claim the protection or flag of any country ; that I voluntarily destroyed what documents 
were on board immediately before being boarded, together with an American ensign, which [ had fraudulently 
assumed; and that I had a slave-deck laid, and had on board at the time of capture 888 slaves. 

I therefore gave up the vessel of which I was master to Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Pluto,” as being a 
vessel without flag or papers, marge in the Slave Trade; and as it would not be safe for me to land on the 
coast, I humbly request you will allow me to proceed to St. Helena in the vessel, and that the prize’s crew and 
passengers, in accordance with their. request, may be landed at Cabinda, 


I have, &c. 
Witnesses : (Signed) THOMAS MORGAN, 
(Sig::ed) C. H. Simpson, Lieutenant and Commander. 
Aep. S. Pratt, Assistant Surgeon. 
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| Inclosure 2 in No. 408. 


Mr. Pratt to Lieutenant Simpson. 
Sir, “ Pluto,” November 30, 1859. 


r, 
IN ae with your orders I went on board the barque captured this day, and found that she was a fine 
roomy vessel, with a great height between decks, and well ventilated, I examined the slaves carefully, and found 
a number of them very emaciated, and suffering from debility, evidently the result of long journeys and little food. 
I also ascertained that eight deaths had taken place in the last two days. 

I believe that by rest and regular diet the deaths will not be numerous, and on the whole the slaves may be 
said to be in a healthy condition. 

_ Ihave, &c. , 
(Signed) ALFRED 8S. PRATT, Assistant Surgeon in charge. 





No. 409. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse.—{ Received March 16.) 


My Lord, Admiralty, March 14, 1860. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you, 
herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, a copy of a letter from Commander Bowden, of Her Majesty's ship 
‘‘ Medusa,” dated 17th January, with copies of seven inclosures, reporting the 
circumstances attending the detention of an American brigantine named the 
‘* Jehossee,” by Commander Fitzroy, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Falcon,” and subse- 
quent proceedings. 

I also inclose a copy of a letter from Commander Bowden to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty, dated the 24th January, and a copy of a report from their 
Lordships’ hydrographer, relative to the statement made by the Commander that 
the “ Jehossee”’ was in British waters off Adaffie at the time of her detention for 
ene engaged in the Slave Trade. 

t will be perceived that Commander Fitzroy reports that the Commandant 
at Quitta informed him that British waters extended from Quitta beyond Flowhow, 
and their Lordships request that, if possible, you will let them know whether 
the Commandant had any authority for making such an assertion, as it appears 
to my Lords, except for this circumstance, that the conduct of Commander 
Fitzroy cannot be excused. 

T am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 409. 
Commander Fitz Roy to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Falcon,” Fernando Po, January 24, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report the following proceedings connected with the United States’ brig “ Jehossee" 
(reported in a letter from the War Office as being engaged in the Slave Trade). 

On the morning of the 12th instant, when at anchor off Quitta, I received information from the Commandant 
of that fort that a vessel under American colours had made an attempt on the previous evening to ship slaves 
when in British waters, off Adaffie; but owing to the surf could not succeed. 

I immediately proceeded in search, and found the United States’ brig “ Jehossee” at anchor in latitude 6° 4’ 
north, longitude 1° 9’ east, Elmina Chica west five miles, village of Adaffie N.E.-}-E. half-s-mile. 

I caused her to be searched, and on receiving the bo:rding-officers’ report, determined to detain the vessel, 
and communicate with an American cruizer; and for this purpose I placed an officer and crew in charge, and 
proceeded, with the “ Jehossee” in company, to Whydah, where I released the “ Jehossee,” in pursuance of an 
order from Commander Bowden, Senior Officer on the Bights Division. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. G. FITZ ROY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 409. 
Mr. Hunt to Commander Fitz Roy. 


Sir, « Falcon,” off Adaffie, January 12, 1860. 

IN cometance with your orders of this date, I boarded the brigantine “ Jehossee,” under American colours, at 
anchor off Adaffie, accompanied by Mr. Cheyney, clerk, as a witness. 1 examined the register of the vessel and 
crew-list produced by the master, Mr. D. B. Vincent, who stated that he would not allow any other documents to 
be seen, neither would he inform me what cargo he expected. I then told him that he was in British waters, and, 
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in consequence, my orders were to search the vessel, which I did, under a protest from him that he was an . 
American, and would not admit of the right of search. 

On lifting the hatches, I found a slave-deck laid at least two-thirds of the entire length of the vessel, irons, a 
large quantity of water, and casks underneath, rice, and other provisions, evidently intended for slaves. 

T then detained the vessel, and reported my proceedings to you, through Mr. Cheyney, remaining on board 
till I was relieved by the guard that took charge of the brigantine “ Jehossee,” the master of said vessel accompany- 
ing me on board the “ Falcon.” 


: T have, &c. 
Witness : (Signed) H. B. HUNT, Master. 
(Signed) Gero. F. Cueyney, Clerk. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 409. 
Commander Bowden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Medusa,” Whydah, January 17, $60. 

IN compliance with section 6 of the Slave Trade Instructions, 1 have the honour to make the following 
report :— 

4 1. On the evening of the 14th January, Her Majesty’s ship “Falcon” arrived at her appointed rendez- 
vous off Whydah, in company with a brigantine under American colours, in charge of “ Falcon’s” crew. 

2. On hearing Commander Fitzroy’s siatement, I did not deem him justified either in detaining her, or 
taking her down to an American man-of-war; and as he brought her down to me, I considered it my 
duty, as Senior Officer of the Bights Division, to interfere. 

3. After a correspondence (a copy of which I inclose) had taken place, Commander Fitzroy reported to 
me that he had released the brigantine, against the wishes of her captain, who had written a letter of remon- 
strance, and that he had obeyed the instructions in section 6. The “ Falcon’ sailed on the 16th for the 
South Coast, pursuant to orders. 

4. On the 17th, as the brigantine was still at anchor, I sent a lieutenant on board to inform the 
captain that I wished to see him if he had any complaint. He refused to come, stating that he should 
remain where the “ Falcon” anchored him, and not take charge of his vessel till he had seen an American man-of- 
war; also stating that the “ Falcon” had taken the ship’s papers. : 

5. AsI did not believe that his papers were taken, and thought that in all probability he would go for his 
cargo of slaves when I was out of sight, I weighed, and intend cruizing in the offing until obliged to go to Lagos, 
or until the “ Jehossee” comes out. 

6. Trusting that my proceedings on this occasion may meet with the approval of their Lordships, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 


‘“* Medusa,” February 10, 1860. 
On the 31st January, the “ Jehossee” was still at anchor off Whydah, As I had heard that his papers had 
been returned, I sent a lieutenant to ask the question, and to request him to see me. He refused co leave his 
vessel, but produced a small hox tied with tape and sealed, which seals he said h2 did not intend to break except 
in the presence of the captain of an American ship of war. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 409. 
Commander Fitz Roy to Commander Bowden. 


Sir, i 4 “ Falcon,” Whydah, January 14, 1860. 

IN consequence of information received from the Commandant of the Fort at Quitta, admitting of no reasonable 
doubt whatever, that the ‘‘ Jehossee,” American brigantine, was a slaver, and, further. that she had made an 
attempt on the evening of the 11th instant, while in British waters off Adaffie, to ship her slaves, and was only 
prevented hy the surf, on the morning of the 12th instant I took up a position abreast of the “ Jehoseee, 
and direc Mr. Hunt, Master (with Mr. Cheyney, Clerk, as a witness), to board the vessel, and examine 
her papers and hold. 

On receiving the boarding officers’ report, I determined to detain the vessel and institute a stricter exami- 
nation of her slave-deck and fittings; and, to carry out these steps, I deemed it my duty, as a precautionary 
measure, to remove the supercargo and crew of the vessel, leaving the master on board as a witness, and 
placed a guard on board of her. On the morning of the 13th imstant I placed a crew on board of her, and in 
the nfternoon sent the master, supercargo, and second master on board, and gave the officer in charge orders 
(a copy of which I also inclose). On the master of the vessel being told that his ship was to be searched, 
he stated that if that was done, he would have nothing more to do with her, and requested he might be taken 
to the American Commodore. Finding nothing in the Instructions telling me how to dispose of an American 
vessel en; din the Slave Trade in British waters, | determined to hand her over to the American authorities; 
and with this view J made her keep company, expecting that you would be enabled to make me acquainted 
with the position of the nearest American cruizer. . 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. G. FITZ ROY. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 409. ; 
Commander Fitz Roy to Lieutenant Bagye. 


Sir, “ Falcon,” off Adaffe, January 13, 1860. 

HAVING placed you in charge of the United States’ brigantine “‘ Jehossee,” it is my direction that you keep 
company with the “ Falcon,” obeying such instructions and signals as you may from time to time receive from me. 

You must be very careful to keep a correct log of your proceedings, and on no account to allow any of the 
cargo or fittings of the ship to be removed or displaced. 

You will feel the necessity of checking in every way intemperate habits, both on the part of your men, the 
officers, and crew of the said vessel, reporting immediately to me every instance of the same. 

You will adopt the same means of discipline as are now carried out on board the “ Falcon” with regard to 
lights, mustering your crew, &c. 

You will have as little intercourse as possible with the officers of the vessel, and always keep a man on deck 
armed as a precautionary measure. 

In the event of your parting company you will rendezvous at Whydah. 

Given under my hand, this 13th day of January, 1860. 

(Signed) A. G. FITZ ROY. 


P.S.—lIn the event of your parting company and falling in with the American man-of-war “ Sumpter,’ Captain 
Armstrong, you will report proceedings to him. 





A. G. F. 
Inclosure 6 in No. 409. 
Commander Bowden to Commander Fitz Roy. 
Sir, “ Medusa,” Whydah, January 15, 1860. 


IN reply to your letter, dated the 14th of January, and received this morning by me, relative to the detention 
of the American brigantine ‘ Jehossee” by Her Majesty's ship “ Falcon,” it is my direction you inform me of 
the position of the “ Jehossee” at the time she was searched and detained by your orders, and your reasons for 
inferring she was in British waters. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 409. 


Commander Fitz Roy to Commander Bowden. 


Sir, “ Falcon,” Whydah, January 15, 1860. 

IN compliance with your orders of this date, 1 have the honour to inform you that the “ Jehossee” was 
boarded when at anchor in the following position :—Elmina Chica, west five miles; village of Adaffie at 3 E. half 
mile; head 4 westward ; latitude 6° 4’ north, longitude 1° 9’ east ; and I was informed by the Com- 
mandant at Quitta that British waters extended beyond Flowhow. 





1 have, &c. 
(Signed) . G. FITZ ROY. 
Inclosure 8 in No. 409. 
Commander Bowden to Commander Fitz Roy. 
Sir, ** Medusa,” Whydch, January 15, 1860. 


HAVING received your letters concerning the detention of the American brigantine “ Jehossee,” which 
vessel has been brought by you to this anchorage, ] consider that the whole responsibility of detaining the vessel 
devolves on me, as your senior officer, and in charge of the Bights Division; and after duly considering the 
statements made in your letter, T am of opinion that the “‘ Jehossee” cannot be legally detained, in proof of which 
I submit the following remarks :— ; 

1. You inform me that you have found nothing in the Instructions telling you how to dispose of an American 
vessel engaged in the Slave Trade in British waters. In reply I can only refer you to Section 3 of the Instruc- 
cope for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, more particularly to paragraphs 1 and 7, and to the statutes to which 
they refer. 

id 2. In regard to your handing her over to an American cruizer, it is my opinion that were yon justified in 
detaining her as being -engaged in the Slave Trade in British waters, you have no right to let any cruizer of a 
foreign Power interfere in the matter, but take for your guide our own laws on that subject. 

3. You state in your letter of the 15th of January that the vessel was seized off Adaffie, and that you were 
informed by the Commandant at Quitta that British waters extended beyond Flowhow. I beg to inform you that 
I do not consider Adaffie part of the British possessions, for the following reasons :— 

Commodore Wise, after his tirst inspection of this ship, marked the charts in my cabin, in the presence of 
the master and myself, informing me that from Cape Coast Castle to Quitta was British water, and (that except 
in the neighbourhood of the Dutch Settlements) I had his authority to seize and detain any vessels engaged in the 
Slave Trade, in accordance with Section 3 of the Instructions. Those marks still remain in my charts. 

T have since made it a point to obtain information on this head from the Governor, Chief Justices, Magistrates, 
and others, and I never remember to have heard that we claimed territory beyond Acquijah. 
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4. I consider the following to be a conclusive reason why our territory does not extend beyond Acquijah. 
We have Treaties with Blookoos, which is immediately beyond, and with Adaffie, which is the next town of import- 
ance to it. By referring to Section 7, paragraph 3, of the Slave Instructions, Treaties are only to be entered into 
with independent Chiefs of considerable power and influence. In the Treaty with Adaffie, it distinctly says that 
the Chiefs of Adaffie and of the neighbourhood, on the part of themselves and their country, have agreed on the 
following articles and conditions. 

Our Government most certainly would never have ratified Treaties with Chiefs calling a territory their 
country, if it belonged to Her Majesty the Queen. Further, we have no Treaties with any of the natives on the 
coast to the westward of Blookoos, they not being independent. 

5. Unless the “ Jehossee” was actually in British waters, you have clearly no right to detain her (vide 
Section 6 of the Slave Instructions). 

6. In consequence of the opinion I have above stated, it is my direction that you do not further detain the 
“ Jehossee,’ and that you at once remove the persons now in charge of her, complying with Section 6 of the 
Slave Instructions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 409. 
Messrs. Vincent and Bonneau to Commander Fitz Roy. 


' On board Brig (American) “ Jehossee,” off Whydah, January 15, 1860. 
HAVING been verbally informed by Lieutenant Bagge, in charge of this vessel (by your order), that we are 
released, we hereby protest against such release, and notify to you that I will not assume the command of this 
vessel, and demand, as American citizens, to be delivered to our American Commodore on this station, or any 
other American man-of-war on this coast, and hold you responsible for all damage. 
(Signed) D. B. VINCENT. 
F. N. BONNEAU. 





No. 410. 
Lord Wodehouse to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1860. 

| HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter of the 9th instant, stating 
that, Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir Thomas Keppel having been appointed to 
succeed to the command of Her Majesty’s ships employed on the Cape of Good 
Hope and African Station, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have had 
uneie their consideration the propriety of revising the Instructions heretofore 
issued for the guidance of the Commander-in-chief on that station ; and you accord- 
ingly request to be informed— 

Ist. To what extent the Instructions which were framed with a view to carry 
out the Convention of 1845 between this country and France for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade should’still be considered as in force ; 

2ndly. In what manner Her Majesty’s officers should be directed to act, either 
in negotiating fresh Treaties with Native Chiefs ; or, 

3rdly. In the event of its being necessary to employ force to compel the due 
execution of any such Treaty already existing. 

I am, in reply, to request that you will state to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty that, the Convention of 1845 between this country and France having 
lapsed, the Instructions which were framed under that Convention for the guidance 
of Her Majesty’s naval officers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade, in 
so far as they relate to the necessity of joint action on the part of British and 
French officers and forces, must be considered as entirely abrogated ; but, in other 
matters, his Lordship is of opinion that thé Instructions in question are still appli- 
cable, and should hold good. 

As regards the entering into any new Treaties with Native Chiefs for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, the bows of the French Convention leaves Her 
Majesty’s Government free to act in this matter as they may think fit; and his 
Lordship is of opinion that it should be left to the discretion and judgment of the 
Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African Station to enter 
into the usual Treaty-engagements for the suppression of the Slave Trade with an 
independent Chiefs who may not already have entered into such engagements with 
this country, but who may be willing to bind themselves to give up the Traffic in 
their fellow-men ; and, while it will be the duty of the Commanders of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers to use their best endeavours to induce the Native Chiefs to put a stop to the 
sea” of slaves, they should at the same time be warned not to enter into Treaty- 
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engagements with any Native Chiefs whose territories, although they may claim to 
be independent, are within the limits of any recognized Native State, or within the 
ossessions acknowledged by Her Majesty’s Government as belonging to any 
<uropean Power. 
here remains, then, to be considered the question “in what manner Her 
Majesty’s officers should be directed to act in the event of its being necessary to 
ae force to compel the due execution of any such Treaty already existing.” 

This question, his Lordship conceives, is meant to apply, not so much to the 
manner in which force is to be employed for the punishment of Chiefs who have 
violated their Treaty-engagements, and have been guilty of exporting slaves, but 
rather to the policy of using coercive measures at all, and more particularly in 
the cases of those Chiefs who, having entered into joint Treaties with this countr 
and France for the suppression of the Slave Trade, may have since supplied Frenc 
Agents with slaves for exportation as tree emigrants. 

In these latter cases, although Her Majesty’s Government have always main- 
tained, and are still of opinion, that the French emigration scheme is only another 
none i the Slave Trade, it will be advisable that no coercive measures should be 
adopted. 

In conclusion, [am to state that, in every case where Native Chiefs who are 
under Treaty-engagements with this country for the suppression of the Slave Trade 
may have violated their engagements by selling slaves for exportation to the slave- 
dealers, they should be warned that Her Majesty's Government will hold them 
responsible for such violations; and, in his Losianiys opinion, the Commander-in- 
chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African Station should have full powers, 
and should be directed to use coercive measures, whenever, in his judgment, Native 
Chiefs can be deterred from continuing such violations, or other Chiefs from follow- 
ing such bad examples from a confidence of impunity in so acting. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 
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No. 411. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, February 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, copies of the orders | have given to Commander Oldfield and 
Acting Commander Saumarez. 

The questions which may arise out of the proceedings of the French emigrant- 
ships make it desirable that their Lornships should have before them these copies 
of the orders under which Her Majesty’s cruizers are acting, and I trust that they 
will meet with their Lordships’ approbation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 411. 
Orders addresed to Commander Oldfield. 


(Extract.) “ Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, February 17, 1859. 

SHOULD the “ Lynx” have left the Mozambique for the Mauritius, you are to act upon the information 
you receive from Mr. Sunley, in the manner you may think most advantageous for the service you are employed 
on, namely, the suppression of the Slave ‘Trade, 

From information derived from the French press at Réunion, I have reason to believe that Quilva has been 
fixed upon as a port for shipping labourers for that island. You are aware that you have no power to interfere 
with the proceedings of French vessels; but Acting Commander Savmarez has been directed, after touching at 
Johanna, to proceed to Zanzibar to support auy representatiou which the Agent of Her Majesty's Government at 
that place may think it right to address to the Sultan, pointing out that by the Convention of the 2nd October, 
1845, the sale of slaves for exportation is distinctly prohibited within the limits of his territory. 

Should there be no Representative of the British Government at Zanzibar, Commander Saumarez is to ask 
an audience of the Sultan, and point out to him that the permission to embark negroes obtained by purchase from 
the slave-dealers is directly opposed to his Treaty with us, and is to call upon His Highness to take such measures 
as may be necessary to prevent a continuance of this traffic. 

You are then to run down the coast, examining the different ports usually frequented by slavers, as far as 
Inhambane, and from thence proceed to the Mauritius. 

* % * * * * * 

In executing this service you are to be most careful, in dealing with French and American vessels, not to 
depart from the rules laid down for your guidance in Captain Lyster's orders to you of the 20th March, 1858, 
and in my confidential Memorandum of the 15th June, 1858. 

You are to exercise great caution in seizing any coasting vessels, remembering that in doubtful cases it would 
be preferable to state to the Governor-General of Mozambique your suspicions of any improper proceedings on 
the part of a Portuguese trader rather than to send the vessel before the Mixed Commission Court. 

Some difficulties ulso may arise with the Arab dhows, which are no doubt employed in carrying slaves from 
the coast to the Comoro Islands and to Madagascar, since it may happen that the French authorities at Mayotta 
may give passes to some of these dhows, or even sanction their assuming the French flag. 

The legality of such a proceeding admits of much question, and you are in such cases to confine yourself to 
obtaining all the information in your power on the subject, in order that it may be submitted to Her Majesty's 
Government. 

In the cases of all other dhows clearly engaged in carrying slaves, you will of course act upon your instruc- 
tions, taking such measures for bringing them before the proper Court as may appear to you to be best; and you 
are to remember that before any vessel seized by you is destroyed as being unfit to proceed to the Cape of Good 
Hope for adjudication, you must have the clearest proof that a was actually at the time of seizure engaged in the 
Slave Trade, aud you are to be most careful in following the course pointed out by your instructions in such 
cases, 

In any operations within the limits of the Portuguese jurisdiction, you are to be most careful not to violate 
the rights of that country. 

At the same time, in a!l places where Portuguese authorities are established, you are at liberty to act against 
slavers even within those limits, and you are in all such gases to furnish the Governor-General of Mozambique 
with a written statement of your proceedings. 
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In visiting Anges ‘ou will be on your guard against the hostility of the Arabs who frequent that port, which 
the interference wit r unlawful proceedings will not improbably excite, and while you exaet the respect due to 
the British flag, you will carefully avoid all unnecessary collisions. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 411. 
Orders addressed to Acting Commander Saumarez. 


(Extract.> ** Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, February 17, 1859. 

YOU are aware that Great Britain has no right to interfere with the vessels of other nations which may be 
employed in the Slave Trade, or in the export of negroes from the coast, except where that powor has been given 
by Treaty, nor can that power be exercised by any of Her Majesty's cruizers unless duly authorized by warrants 
from the nations granting it. 

You are, therefore, in all your proceedings, to be strictly governed by the rules laid down in my confidential 
Memorandum of the 15th June, 1858. The principles there stated are applicable to all vessels which you are 
not empowered by Special Treaty to visit, and you are to be particularly careful, in dealing with vessels under the 
French and American flags, to avoid all unnecessary interference with them. 

In the case of Portuguese vessels, you are also to remember that until you receive authority to do so you 
cannot interfere with them, even with slaves on board; but it will be your duty to report any such case to the 
Governor-General of Mozambique, in order that the offenders may be punished by him. 

Should you fall in with any vessel which you have just grounds for suspecting of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade under a flag which she is not entitled to wear, you are authorized by international law to verify 
the flag, and should your suspicions be well-founded, you are further authorized to seize her and send her before a 
British Admiralty Court for adjudication. 

You are to remember that the claim of Portugal to the sovereignty of the whole coast from Cape Delgado to 
the Bay of Lorenzo Marquez (Delagoa Bay), is acknowledged by Great Britain, and you are carefully to avoid any 
act which may infringe the rights of Portugal on that coast; but you are authorized by the accompanying letter 
to enter any of the creeks and rivers where no Portuguese authority is established. You are, in all such cases, on 
no account to fuil to forward to the Governor-General of Mozambique a statement of your proceedings. 





No, 412. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 7.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 4, 1859. 
WITH reference to my letters of the 7th and 3izt March, on the subject of the 
roceedings, recently, at the Mixed Commission Court at the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the cases of various Portuguese vessels detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, copies of a letter dated the 
8th March, from Rear-Admiral Sir F. W. Grey, and of its inclosure dated the 
20th February, from Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Iyra,” together 
with the evidence before the Mixed Commission Court in the cases of the “ Flor de 
Mocambique,” ‘ Emalada” or ‘ Fatte Mabruque,” and “ Esperanga,” which latter 
documents, being the original copies received from Sir F. Grey, I am to request 

may be returned to this office. 
I an, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 412. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” Simon's Bay, March 8, 1859. 

REFERRING to my letters of the 18th of January and of the 17th February, 1859, I have now the 
honour to forward, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from 
Commander Oldfield, complaining of the injugtice with which the officers and crew of the “ ” have been 
treated in the Mixed Commission Court, with copies also of the proceedings of that Court in cases of the 
three vessels adjudicated by them. 

2. I have already forwarded to their Lordships my remarks on the first two cases, those of the “ Flor de 
Mosambique” and“ Ematada,” and also expressed my opinion upon Commander Oldfield’s conduct. 

3. In the case of the “ Flor de Mocgambique” 1 was at first, as 1 informed their a of opinion, that 
Cummander Oldfield would have acted more judiciously by abstaining from seizing her, and reporting to the 
Governor-General at Mozambique the irregularities he observed on board; but the — of the evidence 
— to their Lordships in my letter of the 17th ultimo led me to the conclusion that the seizure was 
q 4. In the last case, that of the “ Esperanga,” I do not find any sufficient cause of detention, and the 
Commissioners appear to have acted justly in ordering her release and awarding damages. 

5. But in assessing these damages 1 cannot give them credit for the same fairness. 
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6. Commander Oldfield’s letter will place before their Lordships the points to which he chiefly objects, and 
it is unnecessary for me to go again over the same ground. 

7. I will confine myself to calling the attention of their Lordships :— 

Ist. To the injustice of the course pursued by the Portu Commissioner and Arbitrator in refusing to 
receive the objections of Commander Oldfield, although it had promised in open Court that he should have 
the opportunity of answering the claims put forward. 

2ndly. To the award of the Portuguese Commissioner with reference to the elephants’ teeth. Although it 
was proved by the register that there was in the inventory a slight excess in the number and weight of the 
elephants’ teeth above those stated in the manifest, the Furtugaees Commissioner, supported by his Arbitrator, 
decided that because the marks do not correspond, “ anything found to have existed on board according to the 
manifests and the bills of lading, and not found in the inventory, must be charged by the Secretary of this 
Commission to the captors for the claimants; and anything found in the inventory, and not mentioned in the 
manifests or in the bills of lading, will not be charged against the captors.” 

So that, in fact, the claimants will, under this decision, be paid by the captors for the ivory said to be 
deficient, but the captors will not be entitled to the ivory in excess. 

The same remarks apply to the awards on several other articles. 

8rdly. To the animus displayed by the Portuguese Commissioner in his proceedings with reference to the 
claims for goods said to have been plundered from the boxes of the crew of the ** Esperanca.” 

It was proved by the Marshal of the Court that no marks of violence were found on any of the boxes; yet 
the Portuguese Commissioner, in his judgment, misrepresents the statement of this officer of his own Court ; and, 
upon the evidence of a Malay, that some slight repairs were made to a lock and some hinges, states that ‘it is a 
fact that some boxes were broken.” 

8. I will not take up their Lordships’ time with observations upon the many other points in which the bias 
of the Portuguese Commissioner evinced itself, but I must remark upon that passage in his decision in which he 
complains that the leaving the “ Esperanga " and her cargo at Mozambique was an infraction of the Treaty. ’ 

9. The Portuguese Commissioner was aware that the ‘* Esperanga”™ was unfit to make the voyage to the © 
Cape of Good Hope, and that her being at Mozambique until the decision of the Mixed Commission Court eculd 
be obtained, was the course agreed upon with his Excellency the Governor-General of Mozambique, as thet 
involving the least damage and inconvenience to the proprietors of the vessel and cargo. 

10. With reference to the award of the money stated to belong to the passengers, the Portuguese 
Comuissioner refers to a decision of the Court that the persons who in the “ Fatte Mabruque” remained behind 
of their own free will were deprived of their right to claim for their clothes, &c,, and he founds on this opinion an 
argument that the captors having failed to bring down the passengers who were on board the “ Zsperanca,” this 
has put it out of their (the captors’) power to resist the claims made for them. I confess I do not see the 
analogy. 

Commander Oldfield states that these passengers remained at Mozambique of their own free will. 

They have made no claim; and following the decision alluded to in the case of the “ Fatte Mabruque”’ it 
appears to me that the claimants before the Court should not have been allowed to claim for them, nor is there 
the slightest proof that the money claimed was not taken on shore by the passengers themselves. 

11. The Portuguese Commissioner lays great stress upon the infraction of the Treaty in not bringing the 
whole of the crew and passengers before the Court. Their Lordships will have already received an explanation 
on this point; but I would remark that, in the case of the “ Esperanga,” the course which was adopted was 
certainly more favourable to these persons than if they had been brought down here, and separated from their 
homes and families for at least six months. 

12. I can only add, in conclusion, that the course pursued by the Portuguese Commissioner and the 
Arbitrator through the whole of these proceedings is one which might line been expected from a hostile advocate 
rather than from the impartial judge appointed by an allied and friendly Power. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure z in No. 412. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


r, “ Lyra,” Simon's Bay, February 20, 1859. 

1 H\AVE the honour to forward herewith the award and other papers connected with and completing the case 
of the Portuguese schooner “Esperanga.” 

I beg at the same time again to call the attention of your Excelleucy to what I cannot help terming the 
flagrant injustice I have received at the hands of the Commission Court. The claim set up by the claimants 
amounts, in several instances, to a charge of theft, spoliation, and robbery, on the part of myself, my officers, 
and crew ; a theft of a trumpery ring is charged to me, and practically admitted by the Court. Every allegation 
on the part of the claimants is supported by the Court, who have as uniformly rejected the evidence of the 
captors as wholly unworthy of credit. 

This case concludes the business before the Mixed Commission Court; and I now deliberately reiterate my 
charge, that the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator (who, by some extraordinary fatality, has been drawn 
to arbitrate on every disputed point but one) have acted as a counsel for the claimants; that the case has been 
treated by them as one of Englishmth versus Portuguese, to the utter scandal and public comment of the whole 
town which witnessed these proceedings. I am not particularly satisfied with the conduct of the British Commis- 
sioner, but I am disposed to make a large allowance for him, having seen that he was in many instances overruled 
by the combination of the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator, and comprehending his reluctance to increase 
the several fracas which have from time to time disgraced this Court. 

If your Excellency should think my language too severe, I pray you to bear in mind that 1 am a martyr under 
a feeling of systematic injustice which affects my character both as an officer anda gentleman. I desire to call 
same Excellency’s attention to the manner in which I have been both misled and imposed on in the claim awarded 

e nga.” 
The claimant first claimed for specified losses (December 17). He next claimed for other specified losses, 
until then forgotten (January 6). He next claimed for the difference that he heard existed between the manifest 


and inventory taken at Mozambique (January 29). His next was for the coppering, repairing, painting, caulking, &c., 
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of his vessel, and made it in consequence of his becoming aware that his claim for demurrage had not been as fully 
entered into as he had hoped. . ‘ 

I was uot present wheg any but the first claim was presented: it was not my duty to be present; it was for 
the claimant to furnish me or my proctor with the items of their claim and charges, which was not done. 

When at last (six weeks the freeing of the vessel) award was made up, and I for the first time became 
aware of the full extent of the claims and charges set forth by the claimant, the British Commissioner informed 
me that the award was not to be considered as final until promulgated as made up by the Court, and that I[ 
should have opportunity of first inspecting and answering it. I received the same assurance from the British 
Commissioner in open Court, on more than one ocrasion, when about to bring forth evidence not thought by him 
as bearing on the question immediately before the Court; the time I allude to was when inquiry was being made 
as to the truth or otherwise of the charges put forth by the claimant in his statement dated February 1, 1859; 
but when, after having done so, I attended the Court with my reply and objections, the Court consisting, as usual, 
of the one British and the two Portuguese officials, I was told by the fatter that they could not reconsider their award, 
or alter any portion of it, as they considered their opinion expressed therein as final, and in no way open to the 
comment of the captor. I appealed to the British Commissioner, reminding him of his statements, which he 
immediately admitted, and, I must do him the justice to say, maintained to be the proper course. The Portuguese 
Commissioner, after very urgent remonstrances from the British Commissioner, agreed to have my remarks and 
objections read over and examined into a second time: even to this the Portuguese Arbitrator decidedly objected, 
filed 2 protest, and then withdrew, while the solemn farce of reading my notes was gone through; I say farce, for 
though the Portuguese Commissioner, for decency’s sake, permitted the objections to be read, he and his Arbitrator 
had resolved not to allow any deductions, and so none were made. 

Are the above proceedings, I would ask your Excellency, such as can be looked upon by me as those of law 
and justice? Have I, my officers, or men, in this or in any other case before this Court, met with other treatment 
than that to which perjurers, &c., alone ought to be subjected ? " 

The remarks made by the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator (when delivering the award in this case) 
on the evidence given by the several witnesses (of Her Majesty's ship ‘“‘ Lyra”) before the Court, quite warrant 
my saying so. 

. ‘0 ice their accusations more marked, high encomiums are passed on the truth of the evidence tendered by 
the claimants, who at times were subject to very severe cross-examination, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD., 





Inclosure 3 in No, 4J2. 
Evidence, c., in the case of the Portuguese Dhow “ Flor de Mocambique.” 


[See Class A, 1858, Inclosures in Nos. 100 and 109.] 





Inclosure 4 in No. 412. 
Evidence, &c., in the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Fatte Mabruque” (alias “ Emalada”). 


[See Class A, 1858, Inclosures in Nos. 115 and 118.] 





Inclosure 5 in No. 412. 
Evidence, &c., in the case of the Portuguese Schooner the “ Esperanca.” 

[See Class A, 1858, Inclosures in No. 117.] 
ee 
No. 413. 

Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, August 19, 1859. 

I HAVE received from M. le Vicomte de Langle, commanding the French 
squadron on the East Coast of Africa, a copy of a claim made by the owners of 
the French dhow “ Fitima,” for compensation for tha vessel, which was burnt 
by order of Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Lyra,” on the 2nd 
of October, 1858. 

2. M. de Langle informs me that the claim has been transmitted to Paris. It 
is, therefore, unnecessary for me to forward a copy of it, and their Lordships have 
already in their possession Commander Oldfield’s report of the circumstances 
attending the capture and destruction of the dhow. 

3. I have acquainted M. de Langle that from Commander Oldfield’s Report he 
appears to me to have been fully justified in Ceaseng ing a vessel which was 
alandéned; without colours er papers, and which was fitted for the conveyance of 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 335 


slaves ; and I have expressed my regret that if the “ Fitima” was legally employed 
her master should have so conducted himself as to remove all proof of the: fact, and 
to leave no doubt on Commander Oldfield’s mind that she was illegally employed in 
the Slave Trade. . 

ve, &c. 


T ha 
(Signed) FRED WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No. 413. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


, “ Lyra,” off Boteler River, October 2, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report the capture and destruction by Her Majesty’s ship under my command of a ~ 
slave-dhow, on the afternoon of this day off the entrance of the Boteler river, under the circumstances as detailed 
below. 

At 11 o'clock in the forenoon, when lying at anchor in Boyana Bay, a dhow anchored in its entrance, distant 
about three miles, when, after having been communicated with from the shore, she weighed and stood out again. 
Half-an-hour afterwards, viz., at noon, I weighed, under steam and sail in chase (the absence of a fishing party 
preventing my doing so sooner). q 

At 4°30, observing the chase had grounded in her attempt to run into the Boteler river to evade boarding, T 
anchored as near as I could with safety, viz., at the distance of a mile and a-half; on observing which, the chase 
was deserted, and on boarding was found void of either colours or papers (although French colours were at one 
time shown in chase), and with such fitments as to convince me that she was engaged in the Slave Trade. the 
fore part of the hold being fitted for the reception of slaves, and the after part contained 10 full water-casks of 
about 35 to 40 gallons each, besides a large quantity of matting, rice, and farinha. 

Finding her position such as to render her immediate recovery impossible, and night coming on, ordered her 
to be burnt. 

Had it not been for grounding, as before recounted, she would have evaded capture, as, in chasing, we were 
unable, from her in-shore position, to get within gun-shot range, as, although we succeeded in throwing some three 
or four shots tolerably close, they in no way checked her in her bold attempts to re ‘ 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





No. 414. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, August 19, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, the accompanying copy of a report from Commander Oldfield, of 
his proceedings in the Mozambique Channel, from the time of his leaving Simon’s 
Bay on the 20th of February to his return to Natal on the 29th of June; and also 
his half-yearly report on the Slave Trade, dated the 30th of June, 1859. 

2. Their Lordships will learn from those documents that the export of negroes 
to Bourbon, ’ under the name of free Jabourers, has been carried on to an unprece- 
dented extent, accompanied by all the evils of Slave Trade, from which it is in no 
way distinguished, as far as the means of procuring the negroes are concerned. 

. 8.,Since, however, this trade is now prohibited, it is unnecessary for me to 
enter further into this part of the subject, and I shall therefore confine myself to the 
a of the measures necessary for the suppression of the Slave Trade to 

uba. 


4. That several cargoes have been shipped from the East Coast during the last 
two years is rendered almost certain by the information obtained both by Com- 
mander Oldfield and by Her Majesty’s Container at Havana, and our Consul at 
New York; and it is equally certain that the force we have had in the Mozambique 
Channel has been quite unequal to the task of preventing the export. ; 

5. By the arrival of the “ Brisk ” on the station I hope to be able to station the 
cruizers under Captain De Horsey’s orders in such a manner as to make it probable 
that some check may be put on the Trade; but until the “ Persian” arrives (daily 
penn from Natal, I cannot make any definite arrangements. 

6. My present intention is, to station the “ Brisk,” “Lyra,” ‘ Persian,” and 
“‘ Lynx,” in the Mozambique Channel, directing Captain De Horsey to watch the 
coasts between Inhambane and the rivers near Quillimane, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Ibo, as closely as the force under his orders will admit, detaching one 
of the cruizers occasionally to the Mauritius for supplies. 

7. While the principal attention of the commanding officers will be directed to 
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the foreign Slave Trade, they will be also instructed to check the export of negroes 
in native dhows as far as possible; and Captain De Horsey will have orders to 
check the slaving propensities of the Sultan of Angoxa, and if necessary, to punish 
him, by the destruction of the dhows employed in the Trade. But there is little 
hope, without coercion, of inducing the Arabs to abandon a Traffic which has been 
so lucrative to them. i * 

8. In order to insure the efficiency of the squadron, and avoid the heavy 
expense of purchasing coals at Mozambique, I trust their Lordships will adopt the 
measure I have m= pout proposed, of sending out to Pomony in the Island of 
Johanna a supply of coal, to be placed in charge of Mr. Consul Sunley, for the use 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 414. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, : “Lyra,” Natal, July 8, 1859. 
I HAVE the honour to report my proceedings since departing from your flag on the evening of 
February 20th. 

Monday, March 7th.—Arrived in St. Augustine’s Bay. Found lying here a French engagé ship. 

Wednesday, 9th.—Proceeded for Johanna, intending to visit Boyanna Bay en route. In weighing, the best 
bower anchor and twenty-one fathoms of cable were lost. 

From the natives of St. Augustine’s Bay I gained the following information; viz., that the French engagé 
ships obtain cargoes there without much difficu!ty, and that they are natives of Madagascar. Beinz obtained 
from the interior and not the sea-coast, I believe them to be slaves, and not engagés, and if not, prisoners of war 
are kidnapped for the purpose of shipment. 

In the obtaining of heir cargoes, the French make but little use of money: powder, muskets, cotton, knives, 
&c., being exchanged away instead. The cargoes obtained here by the engagé vessels at present are exclusively 
Malagash. No Arab or East Coast of Africa dhows have visited St. Augustine's Bay this last monsoon, nor 
have they, as far as I can gather, for some time past. 

The engagé vessel at anchor in the Bay would commence her shipment some three or four days after our 
departure. 

Some three weeks prior to my arrival, three French ships (I believe engagé) were wrecked in the bay, the 
hulls of which vessels I saw on the beach. No lives were, I believe, lust. 

Wednesday, 16th.—Anchored in the entrance of Boyanna Bay. 

Thursday, 17th.—Moved further up the bay. On communicating with the shore, I found that. the village 
of Bally (as had likewise another small one some quarter of a mile inland) been completely destroyed by fire b 
the French, after an attack on their inhabitants, in which attack fifteen of the French are said to have been killed. 
Further particulars I could not gather for want of some one to interpret. Before going to sea, which I did after 
dark, I communicated with a village at the bottom of the bay, but could gain no further information on the 
the subject. From the description given by the natives of the vessel that made the attack, 1 imagine her to have 
been a frigate. 

Friday, 18th.— Anchored off Majunga, whither { had come to gain further information of the French attack 
on Bally, and of their policy on this coast. 

Saturday, 19th.—Visited the Governor, and by him was very amicably received. My visit he tonk as a great 
compliment, thinking I had come according to a half-promise I had made to visit him when here in October last. 
He informed me that a dhow with slaves in, from Angoxa, had called there three weeks previously. In conse- 
quence of the slaves having small-pox amongst them, they were not allowed to land and recruit, as they generally 
are. Healso informed me that at Nareenda Bay the French obtained slaves. In consequence of which report, on 
leaving this I shall visit that bay for the purpose of making inquiry into the truth of it. Obtained here an inter- 
preter ; the want of one I have felt much hitherto. 

Sunday, 20th.—Proceeded for Nareenda Bay, for the reason above-stated. 

Monday, 21st.—Anchored off the west side of Nos Sancassee (the east side is the best, and the anchorage 
always resorted to). Qn communicating with the shore, I ascertained that a French ship had left there three 
weeks since, and without doubt with engagés or slaves on board,—the latter, I firmly believe, and mostly children. 
Besides selling their own offspring, the natives, beer pt war with the Ooas, who reside on the mainland constantly 
succeed in making prisoners, and they are invariably disposed of to the French. Cottons, powder, knives, &c. 
are wares received in payment in preference to money. 

Whether the shipments at any one time are sufficiently large to load a ship, as at St, Augustine’s Bay, I 
could not ascertain ; but that shipments are constantly made, is a fact established beyond doubt. 

Left, after dark, for Rafalla Bay. The distance being only sixty miles, I therefore thought it as well to 
visit that bay while on this part of the station. 

Wednesday, 23rd.— At sunset anchored off the town of Moransunga (Rafalla Bay), having, in the forenoon, 
chased two dhows, which were boarded and released. (See Boarding Return.) 

Wednesday, 23rd.—Visited the Governor, whom I found residing some one and a quarter mile from the 
Custom-bouse or landing-place, on the top of a conical hill 500 feet above the swampy plain at its base, the 
fort being surrounded by a double ditch, outside of which isthe town. Population about 5,000. The fort is very 
difficult of access, the ascent to it being very steep. 

This port is the principal mart for paddy and rice on the West Coast of Madagascar : the surrounding country 

roduces largely, viz., some 3,000 tons annually, if not more, the export being principally to Zanzibar, Nos Bey, and 
Ma otta. dhows that load for Zanzibar have mostly, if not all immediately preceding, transshipped or 
landed a cargo of slaves either in the ports on this coast, or else in the immediate vicinity of them; Nos 
Bey or its immediate vicinity being the locality most resorted to. After such landing or transshipment the dhows 
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repair to Nos Bey or Mayotta, and there receive a port clearance, which is supposed by the captains or masters of 
the vessels to clear them from the interference of British cruizers. 

Thursday, 24th.—Proceeded at daylight (the weather having prevented my doing so the eves afternoon, 
as 1 had intended) for Johanna, intending to visit the vicinity of Nos Bey, should the wind favour me, as I 
hear that it is not at Nos Bey the transshipment of the slaves from the Arab dhows to the French ships takes place, 
but at an island a little to the northward (?), the truth of which report I am desirous of oe whiariy 3 

Noon.—Wind being unfavourable for the visit above referred to, shaped course for Johanna. Chased, boarded, 
and released a dhow. (See Boarding Return.) 

Saturday, 26th.—Chased, boarded, and released a dhow. (See Boarding Return.) 

Monday, 28th.—Moored in Pomony Harbour (Johanna) ; found lying here Her Majesty's brig “ Persian.” 

_. Tuesday, 29th.—Proceeded for Mozambique, having on the preceding afternoon supplied the “ Persian ” 
with a month’s provisions (being all that I could spare); likewise landed the stores belonging to the “ Lynx,” the 
gentleman in charge of the Consulate (during Mr. Sunley’s absence at the Mauritius) taking charge of them. 

Of the “ Lynx’s” movements since my Laveeg the station in November last, I gained no further information 
than that she had left for the Mauritius on the 18th ultimo, urposing to be back about the end of the second 
week in April. She had once visited Zanzibar, and after which visit had cruized between Johanna, Comoro, and 
the coast north of Ibo, but without capturing or meeting with any suspicious vessels or dhows. 

The inclosure marked A 2 and 3, are memorandums I thought necessary to issue before proceeding to sea. 

After dark the “ Persian” parted company, and stvod to the north of Mohilla, and 1 stood to the south. 

Wednesday, 30th.—Chased, boarded, and released a dhow from Zanzibar and Comoro. From Zanzibar she 
brought despatches from Captain Rigby, the Consul and Political Agent there, for Mr. Sunley (Johanna), and 
from the latter place news that a French sh had left some short time previously for Zanzibar. 

10 p.m.—It coming to my knowledge that the despatches on board the dhow boarded in the morning had 
“emergent” written with ‘‘emphasis” on the cover, altered course for Johanna, thinking it advisable to become 
acquainted with the tenour of those despatches, as from the latest news received from Zanzibar, hostilities were likely 
to break out between the Sultans of Muscat and Zanzibar (brothers, and sons of the late Sultan, or, as termed 
by the English, Imaum of Muscat.) 

Friday, 1st April.—Arrived off Pomony Harbour (Johanna), and on communicating with the Consulate, 
ascertained: that the despatches from Captain Rigby contained a requisition for the immediate presence for one, if 
not more men-of-war, in consequecne of the Sultan of Muscat being about to make an attack on Zanzibar; and in 
his private note to the Consul, he informed him that he had no hesitation in saying that the French were the 
originators of the war, and were at present countenancing it. 

After well weighing the matter contained in Captain Rigby’s public and private letters, together with the 
news of the French frigate’s departure from Comoro, t resolved to proceed to Zanzibar, which I did at noon; but 
before doing so, I left the inclosure marked A 4 for Lieutenant Berkeley. 

Since my return to the station, I have gathered such information as leads me to suppose that the Slave Trade 
is at this moment, and has been during this last monsoon, carried on briskly ai Angoxa, or else in its immediate 
vicinity ; a French brig having obtained 200 slaves there not long since, and within the last fourteen days two 
dhows have arrived at Comoro from thence: on their arrival a French vessel there shipped them, together with 
others from the neighbourhood of Quiloa. I have also heard of two or three dhows having arrived on the coast of 
Madagascar from Angoxa, since my visit there in October last. 

The necessity of working well that part of the station in the vicinity of Angoxa, I have called to Lieutenant 
Berkeley's notice. 

Thursday, 7th.—Daylight, found the ship 110 miles north-east of her supposed position, viz., 25 miles north 
of Pemba, instead of being off of the anchorage and town of Zanzibar. 

I account for this strange misconception in the following manner :— 

Firstly. In consequence of not having been able to obtain sights on the preceding day, the land taken bearings 
of as Zanzibar on the preceding afternoon and evening must have been Pemba and not Zanzibar; the current 
thereby setting the ship 65 miles due north, in the twenty-six hours immediately preceding the observing of the 
land, viz., at 1°30 p.m, 

Secondly. Allowing (which I don’t think there can be a question of) that the account rendered of 65 of the 
110 miles is a correct one, the ship’s position at sunset was that marked by the letter B and not letter A, as was 
at the time supposed; the current experienced by the ship between sunset and daylight, viz., twelve hours, would 
be 45 miles, or at the rate of 3°66 knots an hour. 

Wednesday, 13th—NMoored in Zanzibar Harbour. The reason for my long passage, the log and iis 
accompanying current chart No. 1 will I hope satisfactorily explain. 

“Found lying here Her Majesty’s big “Persian,” Her Majesty's steam-ship “Assaye” (10, steamer), 
Commander Adams, “Clive,” 14, Lieutenant Sedley, the French frigate “La Cordeliére, Commodore Vicomte 
de Langle, and schooner ‘ Estafette.” 

On communicating with Commander Saumarez, I ascertained that hostilities between the Sultans had for the 
time been prevented, and that Her Majesty’s Consul and Political Agent here had that day informed him that for 
the present he had no further need of the services of other of Her Majesty’s ships than the “ Clive,” which vessel 
had been ordered by Her Majesty’s Bombay Government to lay here for the present. . 

Thursday, 14th—Called upon Her Majesty's Consul and Political segs (Captain Rigby), and obtained 
from him some slight insight into the present politics of the country, and of the cause of the attack which, if not 
prevented by Her Majesty’s Indian Government, would have been made by the Sultan of Muscat on his brother 
the Sultan of Zanzibar. 

Friday, 15th.—Had an audience with His Serene Highness the Sultan (Said Majid). 

Saturday, 16th.—Attended the dinner of His Serene Highness the Sultan, as did likewise Commander 
Saumarez, To attend which dinner, I sanctioned Hér Majesty's brig ‘‘ Persian” remaining here one day longer 
than she would otherwise have done. The inclosure marked A No. 5 is a copy of memorandum furnished to 
Commander Saumarez, sed: 

Monday, 18th.—Proceeded for sea, and finding after weighing that the yoke rope sheaves in the counter 
were baat hh could only be repaired when at anchor, brought up three miles north of the harbour (at the 
watering-place). 

Ti inclosure marked A No. 6 is an application from Acting-Commander S..amarez, to which is attached my 
answer. 

Tuesday, 19th, daylight.—Weighed, and proceeded for Mozambique. “ Persian” joined company at noon, 
and at sunset, parted company, with the intention of proceeding to Quiloa. 

Friday, 22nd.— numbers with the “ Pefsian,” standing to the south-east, 
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Wednesday, 27th.—The land made this morning at daylight was discovered at time of sight to be Pemba, and 
not Zanzibar, as I had reason to suppose. 

The current having within the last forty-eight hours set the ship to the north-north-west, at the rate of three 
miles an hour, instead of twvo miles, as was by me expected, I therefore resolved to pass down between Zanzibar 
and the mainland, communicating with Zanzibar en roufe, and completing, if possible, with wood. 

The log, with its accompanying current chart (No. > will, I trust, explain clearly and satisfactorily the 
— of the extraordinary circumstance of finding myself, at the end of eight days, north of where I started 

rom. 

‘Thursday, 28th.—After dark, anchored three miles north of Zanzibar harbour (viz., at the watering-place). 
Found lying here Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Clive.” 

Friday, 29th, p.m. ified berth into Zanzibar harbour. Having dispatched the paymaster up in fore- 
noon to purchase wood, communicated with Captain Rigby, and from him ascertained that during my absence the 
French frigate “ La Cordeliére,” and Her Majesty's steam-ship ‘* Assaye,” had departed, the former for Muscat, 
first communicating with Mayotta, and perhaps Bourbon (?), and the latter for Bombay. 

Since my departure, His. Serene Highness the Sultan of Muscat’s frigate ‘‘ Caroline” has arrived here. 

Monday, May 1st.—Having obtained all the wood that could be obtained, viz., twenty tons, equal, in the 
generating of steam, to eight tons of average coal, proceeded at sunset through the southern passage, and anchored 
north of Chombey for the night. 

Tuesday, 2nd.—Weighed at daylight, intending to proceed 200 miles east before standing to the southward, 
by which means I hope to avoid the current. 

Thursday, 5th.—Having reached to the eastward of 200 miles off the land, tacked, and shaped course well to 
the eastward of Cape Delgado. 

Tuesday, 10th.—Finding that for the last three days I had been able little more than to stem the current, in 
consequence of the variable winds, tacked, with the intention of standing to the eastward (however far north I 
might have to go), until clear of the current, before attempting to get to the southward. 

Sunday, 15th.-- Being out of the influence of the current, tacked and stood to the southward, latitude 3° 50’ 
north, longitude 45° east; 43° being the degree of longitude I was informed at Zanzibar that need only be 
reached to insure clearing the current, and securing an offing that would insure Cape Delgudo being fetched, at 
which point the current takes a fair or southerly direction. 

Saturday, 21st, daylight—Made the land to the north-west of Cape Delgado, twenty-three miles north-west 
of Cape Ravooma. Dispatched pinnace and gig, in charge of Lieutenant Brown, to visit the mouths of the River 
Quironga, and rendezvous with all dispatch off Amisa Pass (viz., twenty-five miles south of Cape Delgado), 
current setting strong to the north-west. Anchored at sunset in Mikiandany Bay. 

When off Mingulho, at noon, dispatched cutter to board two dhows there at anchor (see Boarding Return) ; 
also boarded at the head of this bay (distant six miles from the anchorage) a dhow (see Boarding Return). 

Monday, 23rd, middle watch.— Weighed, and proceeded for Cape Delgado, Anchored off Ravooma Point 
after dark, having had some difficulty, in consequence of the very foul nature of the ground, in doing so. 

Tuesday, 24th, daylight — Weighed, and stood off the land, hoping to get an offing before the setting in of the 
sea breeze. 9°30 a.m.—Ship took the ground very lightly in two fathoms water (as shown in the inclosure 
ymereed A No. 7). Cutter visited during the day a dhow at anchor in the River Moyamba (see Boarding 

Return). 

Wednesday, 25th.—Pinnace returned on board after noon some five miles south of her rendezvous. 

Saturday, 28th.—Moored in Mozambique Harb»ur. When off the port dispatched the cutter, in charge of 
Mr. C. J. Vidal (acting mate), to proceed off of and watch the River Angoxa, visiting St. Antonio river 
en route. 

Tuesday, 4 Pp.w.--Having purchased forty-three tons of coal, and obtained supplics of fresh beef, &c., 
roceeded for the Mauritius, intending to visit the Rivers St. Antonio, Angoxa, and Quizunga, en route thither, 
aving left in the hands of Mr. J. D. Soares the inclosures marked A No. 8 and 9. 

The large purchase of coal is in consequence of being short of provisions ; and from information received of 
slavers being in the Rivers St. Antonio, Augoxa, and Quizunga, I think it very necessary that they should be 
visited without loss of time, and a guard kept over their mouths until after the 10th, after which time the tides will 
not answer for the exit of slave or other dhows until the 17th, by which time, no doubt, either the “ Persian ” or 
her pinnace will be off the mouths of the two first-named rivers. 

Friday, 3rd, 4 p.m.—Arrived off of Angoxa river. Cutter returned on board, not having been able to visit 
St. Antonio river, the bar being impassable. Immediately after anchoring, a Lieutenant Brown up the 
river to reconnoitre, and after having done so to obtain an andience with His Highness the Sultan. 

Sunday, 5th.—Lieutenant Brown returned, not having obtained an interview with the Sultan; the weather 
having rendered it otherwise than advisable that he should remain in the river, waiting his pleasure. 

Monday, 6th.—Dispatched Lieutenant Brown with orders that, should he not be able to obtain an interview 
with the Sultan without having to wait, that he should obtain one of the Prime Minister (Capitani Moro), and 
explain to him fully the policy that Her Majesty's Government would for the future enforce ; or rather, as long as 
the Slave Trade was carried on by His Highness the Sultan and his subjects. 

The policy specified by me through Lieutenant Brown to His Highness the Sultan, or King of Angoxa, as that 
that would & be enforced by Her Britannic Majesty’s Government as long as His Highness so cg tg infringed 
(as he did at present) the Treaty made for the suppression of the Slave Trade between Her Majesty the 
Queen and His Highness, would be the ordering of her ships (or their boats) to enter into his river, and therein 
make search for vessels or dhows (belonging to nations with which Her Majesty has made Treaties for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade) en; in or fitted for being in the Slave Trade, making seizure of all 
such vessels, even should they be at anehor, under the protection of the guns of His Highness’s stockade. 

In proof of the necessity of some such or other very stringent policy being enforced, from unquestionable 
authority I have gathered the facts that since October last year, two, if not more, vessels have obtained cargoes 
of slaves, or, as termed by some, engagés, off the mouth of the River Angoxa ;—450 and 350 were, I believe, the 
respective numbers shipped. In. one of the cases His Highness himself shipped slaves (80), and on a large 
portion of the remaining number of slaves shipped he received head-money (viz. at the rate of 4 dollars a-head)— 
44 dollars being the price paid by the receivers (Frenchmen). 

One of the vessels, the “ Eléonore,” is the vessel that was falsely reported as forcibly boarded by an officer 
of Her Majors ’s ship under my command, in August last, when off that river. Of these two shipments T am 
certain, and I tauere that one, if not two, more have been made. : 

Besides the shipments above referred to as having taken place off the River Angoxa, four, if not more, dhows 
(I believe nine), have run cargoes of slaves either to or off the bays, on the North-west Coast of Madagascar, 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 339 


or to Comoro, for shipment on board French engagé ships; one of the four dhows (of which 1 am certain) being 
the personal property of His Highness, as likewtos the cargo. 

Tuesday, 7th,—Lieutenant Brown returned, having succeeded in communicating with His Highness the 
Sultan, through the Prime Minister, His Highness being reported ill (?) 

The knowledge of the “ Persian” being about to visit Angoxa alone prevented my permitting Lieutenant 
Brown to search more than one of the seven dhows of which I had information as fitted for the shipment of slaves ; 
and she, although fitted and ready for her shipment on Lieutenant Browne's first visit up the river (forty-eight 
hours previously), was at the time of being visited, in course of, and nearly dismantled, and in consequence thereof 
was not further interfered with. 

The presence of the “ Persian” and her pinnace off the entrance of these rivers on this part of the station will, 
I trust, either so intimidate the slave-dealers as to prevent their making shipments, or, if made, lead to the capture 
of the greater portion of, if not the whole seven dhows at this time fitting for and about to run cargoes of slaves 
(viz., within the next two months). ‘ 

The absence of a cruizer from this part of the station has, I grieve to say, admitted of the exporting of 2,000 
(if not more) slaves since October last. Nine dhows and two ships have, to my certain knowledge, obtained 
cargoes from the Rivers Angoxa, St. Antonio, Tejungo, Quizunga, and Moma. Those from the last-named places 
are generally transshipped to Angoxa for ulterior shipment. 

Noon.—Despatched the gig in charg@ of Mr. C. I. Vidal, Acting Mate, to watch, during my absence, an 
entrance of the river south of Angoxa Point, having intelligence of a dhow, with slaves on board, coming up from 
the River Tejungo. Afternoon proceeded for the entrance of the River St. Antonio, or, as termed by the natives, 
Changasi. Anchored off of it after dark. 

ednesday, 8th.—Lieutenant Brown visited the river in the cutter, returning at noon, reporting that the 
slave-dhow of which he was m search had sailed two days since for Madagascar with slaves on board. 
Immediately on his return, proceeded for Hard Island, viz., the rendezvous for the gig. 

Saturday, 1lth.—Gig returned, having, during her cruize, chased a fore-and-aft schooner, but without avail. 
No colours were shown, although a musket was fired to enforce the showing of them. Anchored after dark, off the 
River Moma. 

Sunday, 12th.—Weighed at daylight, and anchored off cf the River Tejungo after dark. 

Monday, 13th.—Despatched Mr. Vidal, Acting Mate, to visit the river for a dhow, by name the “ Bedeni,” 
known to be there and ready for the shipment of her slaves, which slaves are coming up to Angoxa for transship- 
ment on board of one of the seven dhows already referred to. 

Mr. Vidal returned at 4 p.m., reporting the bar very bad and impassable. From the strong southerly winds 
and heavy swell that I have experienced within the last week, I think that the Quillimane and all other bars on 
this part of the coast open to the southward are bad and impassable. 

Departed after dark for Quillimane, for the purpose of obtaining the latest intelligence of Dr. Livingstone. 

Tuesday, 14th, noon.—On making tie land about Quillimane, observed a brig at anchor a long way off the land, 
and as, on our approaching she hoisted her topsail-yard, and gave evident signs of preparation for a start, steamed 
ahead in chase ; immediately on which the chase made sail, and ran in for the bar, which she succeeded in crossing. 

Dispatched Mr. Vidal (Acting Mate) in cutter to communicate with the Governor, making known to him 
the circumstances of our chase, when, having done so, to take no other steps, however suspicious the chase might 
appear to be, without his sanction ; also to seek for and obtain intelligence of Dr. Livingstone. 

After dark, ran back for the ‘Tejungo river, hoping to find the bar on the morrow passable. 

Wednesday, 15th.--Dispatched Lieutenant Brown to cross the bar at the entrance of the River Mazemba, 
which river flows into the Tejungo (the bar as shown on the chart being apparently a good one). 

The bar being impassable, Lieutenant Brown tried the one at the entrance of the Tejungo, which was not 
only impassable, but much worse than that of the Mazemba. These bars, I imagine, ave only passable after the 
continuance of a week’s fine weather. 

After dark proceeded for Quilimane. 

Thursday, 16th.—Exercised working round and firing at a target. 

Friday, 17th.—Shortly after daylight picked up cutter at her rendezvous, viz., off the entrance of Quillimane. 
The intelligence Mr. Vidal has been able to gather of Dr. Livingstone and his party, was that they were at 
Senna and in good health, on the 29th May, and had lately returned from an excursion up the River Shire, 
having failed in passing the Falls of Kebrabrase. Dr. Livingstone hopes to be able to proceed to the interior of 
the country by means of that river. The Governor of Quillimane’ informed Mr. Vidal that although he might 
partially effect his purpose, he would not be able to effect much more than he had by the Zambesi. 

At the time of writing to Quillimane, Dr. Livingstone made mention of oe his despatches there in 
the course of a few days, and were I not compelled to proceed immediately to Natal for bread, &c., I should 
proceed to Suabo, and so communicate directly with him (at Senna). 

I have wondered much at not hearing from him, but had he required anything he would, I have taken it for 
granted, have communicated his wants in a letter addressed to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty's ships 
with his other letters, &c., to Mozambique. ‘The “ Persian” will, as will likewise the “ Lynx,” during my absence, 
visit Quillimane, which will enable De. Livtagiions, should he require it, to obtain such stores or assistance as any 
of Her Majesty's cruizers have it in their power either to supply or render, 

7°30 A.M.—Proc: eded for Natal. 

Wednesday, 29th.— Anchored at Natal at 9°30 a.m. this day, 

Friday, 8th July—Having received the necessary supplies from the Commissariat (the bar having been 
considered by the port captain as impassable, and on all other days since my arrival here with the exception of 
‘Tuesday and yesterday), I shall proceed with all dispatch for the Mauritius. 

" Any communication to be made to any of Her Majesty's ships in the Mozambique will, if forwarded by this 
month’s mail, be received here by Her Majesty’s brig “ Persian,” which vessel wil] arrive here towards the end of 
the month. 

The inclosures marked Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5, although forwarded, contain but little matter; Inclosures marked 
Nos. 8 and 9 having in a great measure annulled them, : 

1 forward herewith the log of proceedings and track chart, together with the half-yearly and quarterly 
Returns; also despatches from Dr. Livingstone. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 
SS SS EY 


2X2 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 414. 


Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 

Sir, * Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 18, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the dispatching of the steam-frigate ‘‘ Punjaub ” to Muscat, and the 

steam-frigate “ Assaye” hither, by Her Majesty’s Government at Bombay, has for the preseut prevented 

hostilities breaking out between their Highnesses the Sultans of Muscat and Zanzibar (the Sultans are brothers, 
and are the two eldest surviving sons of the late Imaum or Sultan of Muscat). 

Tne services of Her Majesty's ships “ Lyra” and “ Persian” here at thie moment are, therefore, unnecessary. 
Although the services of these vessels are not required to check hostilities, or in any way called upon to interfere 
with the politics of the country, their presence has no doubt acted very beneficially in checking, if not in putting a 
stop for the present to, the intrigues carried on against His Highness of Zanzibar by Said Bourghash, and sundry 
paid agents of His Highness of Muscat (mostly ff Haith Arabs). 

Said Bourghash is a younger brother of their Highnesses of Muscat and Zanzibar, and for attempting the life 
of His Highness of Zanzibar not long since, has been by His Highness ontlawed. 

On the sentence of outlawry being passed, Said Bourghash immedi@tely sought and obtained the protection 
of the French Consul. The right of the French Consul to grant such protection was remonstrated against by His 
Se poy: of Zanzibar, as it was likewise by Her Majesty’s Consul and Political Agent ; but without avail. And 
had not the French Commodore, Vicomte de Langle, thought fit to order (or induce) the French Consul to 
withdraw the protection of France from the outlaw (Said Bourghash), Her Majesty's Consul had intended to have 
requested the detention for the present of Her Majesty's ships “ Assaye ” and “ Persian.” The obnoxious 
kiana was withdrawn a week since, and the outlaw takes passage for Muscat at the expiration of the 

tamazan. 

The arrival of Her Majesty's ships, apparently in response to the application of Her Majesty’s Consul, &c., 
has had also a very beneficial effect in raising in importance, in the opinion of the Arab and other natives of both 
Zanzibar and Muscat, the position of Her Majesty’s Consul and Political Agent to that held by the late Consul 
(the late Lieutenant-Colonel Hammerton), whose death followed shortly after that of the late Imaum or Sultan. 
The absence of a Consul for some time, as well as the absence (with only one exception) of Her Majesty's 
cruizers, not only from Zanzibar, but from any of the possessions of His Highness (Said Majid) since his 
accession to the Throne, or of the rehoisting of the flag at Her Majesty's Consulate, had lessened much the 
respect paid by the natives to the British flag, and to the advice rendered to their Sultan by Her Majesty's 
Representatives, and much strengthens the power of His Highness of Muscat and his French advisers in their 
plans and plots for the dethroning of Said Majid, the lawful and reigning Sovereign of Zanzibar. 

The cause of His Highness the Sultan of Muscat wishing to make war on his brother His Highness the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, is to enforce from him the yearly tribute of 40,000 dollars as an acknowledgment that he dues 
not rule over Zanzibar as an independent Sovereign, but as a Governor, on the part of his elder brother His 
Highness the Sultan of Muscat. 

His Highness the Sultan ot Zanzibar having been lawfully raixed to the Throne of Zanzibar, in accordance 
with Arab law and custom. namely, by the selection of his father the late Sultan “in open Durbar,” refuses to 
comply with the demand, although willing to grant, as a gift, 20,000 dollars to his brother His Highness of Muscat, 
10,000 dollars to his brother His Highness of Sohar, and 10,000 dollars for distribution amongst bis poor relations 
who reside in and about Muscat. Such grants not being in accordance with the demand made by His Highness of 
Muscat, he would, if not prevented, enforce his demand, or more likely dethrone His Highness of Zanzibar ; such 
a proceeding being more in accordance with the interest, if not the advice, of the French. 

Zanzibar being very much the richer of the two sovereiguties, could well afford, in time of peace, to make the 
yearly gift of 40,000 dollars ; its revenue being about 250,000 dollars, whereas that of Muscat does not exceed 
50,000 dollars. 

The revenue of Zanzibar is derived exclusively from the Customs. 

By mutual consent of both brothers. the question as to the right of the late Imaum, or Sultan, to have acted 
as he has, in dividing his sovereignty into three minor ones, namely, those of Muscat, Zanzibar, and Sohar, has 
been referred to his Exceliency the Governor-General of India for his decision thereon. 

In proof that the Imaums or Sovereigns of Muscat have a right to elect their successors without being guided 
in their selection by the law of primogeniture, the two last Imaums or Sultans have reigned to the prejudice of 
their elder brethren, their right to do so never having been questioned, either by their supplanted brethren or their 
subjects ; neither would any question have been raised now, had not the elder brother been instigated to do so by 
the French. 

In proof that the French do take a very warm and strange interest in the question at issue, His Imperial 
Majesty’s Consul publicly asserted that his Government will not acknowledge the decision of his Excellency the 
Governor-General of India, whatever it might be, as they do not admit of the right of their Highnesses referring 
any disputed point for arbitration to Her Majesty’s or any other Government, without first having obtained the 
sauction of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the French. This assertion was made in the presence of his 
Commodore, Vicomte Heriot de Langle, and was not by him commented upon. 

The object the French have had (and still have, I think) in view, in aiding His Highness of Muscat in 
dethroning or subverting the authority of His Highness of Zanzibar, is to obtain from His Highness of Muscat 
the ports of Mombas and Brava, in recompense for the aid and assistance rendered. 

The ports of Mombas aud Brava are, in the estimation of the French, ports admirably well suited (as they 
are) for engagé depéts; the surrounding country is also rich in soil, and well adapted for the growth of sugar. 
Mayotta and Nos Bey, besides suffering much from dearth of labour, are unhealthy, and are (if not pronounced to 
be) tacitly acknowledged to be agricultural failures. 

The ready acknowledgment on the part of the French Government of the right of His Highness Said 
Thowemee to mount the Throne of Muscat ‘namely, immediately on his having done so), and their tardy acknow- 
ledgment of the right of His Highness Said Majid to mount the Throne of Zanzibar (namely, eighteen mouths 
aftcr his having done so), and that only after the arrival of news of the Muscat hostile fleet having been turned 
La’k by Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Punjaub,” and at a time when three of Her han aged men-of-war were lying off 
his capital; together with the open protection given to the outlaw Said Bourghash, and other rebellious subjects 
of His Highness of Zanzibar by the French Consul ; speaks, I think it may without contradiction be affirmed, that 
if the French are not the originators of the present disturbance (which I believe they are), they are very strong 
supporters of it. 

Her Majesty's Consul and Political Agent has forwarded to his Excellency the Governor-General of India, 
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throngh Her Majesty's Governor at Bombay, such proof as he has been able to gather relative to the validity of 
the late Sultan’s wil, by which he divided his sovereignty into three parts, and selected his two elder and one of 
his youngest surviving sons to be the Sovereigns of Muscat, Zanzibar, and Sohar. He has also forwarded a . 
Report upon the proceedings of the French, both here and at Muscat, and his ideas on the object of ‘heir 
proceedings. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 


No. 415. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
aa “ Boscawen,” Simon’s Bay, September 19, 1859. 
THE “Lyra” came out of dock at Mauritius on the 30th July; and under 


date of the 16th August, Commander Oldfield reports that he was about to proceed 
to Diego Garcia, in compliance with a requisition from Mr. Stevenson, for the 

urpose of endeavouring to cpprehend M. Emile Regnaud, the Manager of the Six 
lature, whom it had been determined to prosecute on a charge of being engaged 
in Slave Trade. 

It was expected that the “Lyra” would be absent on this service about 
twelve days. 

Commander Oldfield reports that, in consequence of intelligence which he had 
received of the proceedings of the French in Madagascar, more particularly detailed 
in my separate letter No. 174 of the 17th instant, he had dispatched the “ Lynx” 
on the 3rd August to ascertain the actual state of affairs; and had instructed 
Lieutenant Berkeley, in the event of his gaining any information which should be 
immediately brought to my knowledge, to join me without delay. Otherwise, 
the “Lynx” would proceed to Mozambique, and thence to communicate with 
Dr. Livingstone ; after which she is to visit Zanzibar, calling at the intermediate ports 
on the East Coast, and then to return to Simon's Bay, as she requires both stores, 
clothing, and a general refit. 

It will be perceived that the “ Lynx’ remained for a very considerable time in 
port at Mauritius, which Lieutenant Berkeley states was in consequence of the 
representations of the Governor, that the presence of a vessel of war was urgently 
required during the uncertainty which existed as to the issue of the unsettled state 
of affairs in Europe. 

Captain De Horsey sailed from this in the “ Brisk” on the 15th instant, to 
assume the charge of the cruizers in the Mozambique Channel; and by the 
‘“‘Persian,” which has gone direct to the Mauritius, | have forwarded orders for 
both that sloop and the “Lyra” to proceed as soon as possible to Mozambique, 
where, or in its neighbourhood, they will find Captain De Horsey, who will then 
make such arrangements for their proceedings as he may deem most expedient for 
watching the coast, which for some time past has unavoidably been left unguarded. 

The “Lynx,” if fallen in with, is also to be directed to join the “ Brisk,” for 
the purpose of receiving from her, and conveying to the Zambesi, despatches, 
stores, &c., which have been forwarded for Dr. Livingstone, who informs me that he 
will take the necessary measures for receiving them between the 15th and 20th of 
November. 

The “Persian” conveys to Johanna the arms, accoutrements, &c., for the 
Sultan of that island, specified in your letter No. 82 of the 28th February, 1859. 





No. 416. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F, Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, “‘ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, January 19, 1860. 

I FORWARD herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
li an abstract of the proceedings of Her Majesty’s ships in the Mozambique 
Channel. 

The capture of a slaver from the Havana, fully equipped, and about to ship 
a in the immediate neighbourhood of Ibo, confirming the statements made to 

aptain Rigby of the activity of the Slave Trade in that quarter; and the capture, 
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by Lieutenant Berkeley, of the dhow at Angoxa, proves the renewal of the attempt 
to export slaves from that river. 

here can, therefore, be no longer any doubt that my anticipations of a 
revival of the Slave Trade in the Mozambique Channel have already been realized, 
and unless active measures for its suppression are taken, it is equally certain that 
the export of slaves in vessels driven off the West Coast will rapidly increase. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 416. 
Abstract of the Proceedings of Her Majesty's Cruizers on the Eust Coast of Africa. 


HER MAJESTY’S ship “ Brisk ” having left Simon's Bay on the 15th September proceeded to Inhambane, 
but not being able to communicate went on to the Kongone, and on the 3rd October Captain De Horsey entered 
and went about five miles up that river; seeing no one, he left a paper in a bottle, informing Dr. Livingstone that 
his supplies and letters would be sent to the rendezvous at the appointed time (about 24th November). 

Great difficulty was experienced by the boats both in entering and returning. 

On the 5th October anchored off Quillimane, and on the following day Captain De Horsey communicated with 
the Governor. 

On the 8th October weighed for and on the 1¢th October arrived at Mozambique, meeting the “ Lyra,” 
which was supplied with stores and provisions. 

On the 20th October proceeded for Johanna, arriving on the 22nd at Pomony Harbour, where the “ Persian” 
joined from Mauritius on the 29th, and the “ Lyra,” from the coast of Madagascar, on the 31st. 

Ou the 4th November the “ Persian” having been completed was dispatched to cruize on the southern division 
of the station, and on the 5th November the “ Brisk” conveyed to Johanna the arms and accoutrements sent out 
by the British Government to His Highness the Sultan, to whom they were duly delivered. 

A French barque was lying at Johanna, laden with bullocks, and forty-five engagés from Comoro bound 
te Mayotta, having put in for. water; she was said to have a Government officer on board for the purchase 
of bullocks, but Captain De Horsey conceives that a cargo of negroes was the principal object of her voyage 

On the 8th the “ Brisk’’ returned to Pomony, finding there the “ Lynx,’ which had arrived on the previous 
evening. 

On the 9th November information was received of the wreck, on the 25th October, on the reef of Mayotta, 
of the English barque “ Barretto Junior,” with the loss of eleven out of eighteen persons on beard, and the 
“ Brisk” proceeded on the following morning for the scene of the disaster, conveying Mr. Consul Sunley. 

The vessel proved to be totally lost, having slipped off the reef and sunk in deep water; she had on board a 
cargo of 750 tons of coals for the French Government of Mayotta. 

Captain De Horsey expressed to the French Government his thanks for the hospitable treatment of the 
survivors of the crews, who were received on board the ‘ Brisk,’’ and eventually brought to the Cape with the 
*« Lynx,” as also for the civility experienced by himself and Her Majesty's Consul. 

Captain De Horsey remarks as follows on Mayotta :— 

“The harbour of Mayotta is an admirable one; indeed, the whole extent round the island, inside the reefs, 
may be called a harbour. 

“There is no arsenal or naval establishment, except a supply of coals, about 700 tons, which, with the cargo 
that was lost, would have made 1,450 tons. 

“A small French screw-schooner and a sailing-schooner were lying at Mayotta: they are for the service of the 
Colony, and under the orders of the Governor. 

“TI visited a sugar-estate on the main island, but thought it backward: they want labour, and their 
machinery did not appear to be of the best kind. 

“I am informed there are now eight factories of sugar in the island, most of them lately erected; and 
they expect to make 1,500 tons of sugar this year, whereas they have not made 500 tons altogether hitherto 
since their establishment on the island.” 

The “ Brisk” returned to Pomony on the 13th November, and on the 14th November put to sea with the 
‘“‘Lyra” and “ Lynx,” despatching the latter vessel, on the 18th November, to communicate with Dr. Living- 
stone and proceed to the Cape. 

By a report from Commander Oldficld subsequent to the date of Captain De Horsey’s letter, I learn that 
the “ Brisk” and “Lyra” anchored off the Angoxa river on the 20th November, and that on the following 
day the pinnaces and cutters of both ships proceeded to the town, and the Captain had an interview with the 
Sultan, who was acquainted by the senior officer that no further excuses would be entertained for his not 
putting an immediate stop to the Slave Trade from his dominions, and was warned of the consequences 
which would follow the continued violation of his Treaty engagements. 

On the 29th November the “Brisk” and ‘ Lyra” parted company, the latter for the northern part of the 
station. 

Her Majesty's ship “ Lyva.”—My last report of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” stated that she was at Bourbon, 
which island she left on the 28th September. On the 3rd October, Commander ()ldfield arrived in British Sound, 
where he found all the settlement deserted, with the exception of the one in Welsh Pool, off which the “ Lyra” 
anchored. Commander Oldfield states that the whole population of the Sound at this moment consists of some 
a or twenty men from Great Minnow Island, who collect tortoise-shell, under the surveillance of two Hovah 
soldiers. ‘ 

On the 6th October the “Lyra” anchored off one of the settlements at the bottom of the Bay of Great 
Minnow Island, and on the 7th waited on the King, who expressed a desire for British protection and to be allowed 
to fly the British flag. 

Failing that, he asked fur the appointment of a Consul, as at Johanna; but was informed that this could not 
be granted unless the trade of the place very much increased. 

Leaving the cutter to cruize in the neighbourhood of Majunga, the “ Lyra” proceeded to Johanna, and thence 
to Mozambique, where, on the 16th October, she joined the “ Brisk.” 
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On the 18th, in pursuance of orders from Captain De Horsey, she proceeded to pick up her detached boats, 
of whose proceedings Commander Oldfield remarks :— 

The cutter, during a fourteen days’ cruize, visited Green Island, Dalrymple Bay, Rafala Bay, Majambo Pa, 
and river, Nareenda Bay, and Majunga. 

“When visiting Dalrymple Bay, Mr. Vidal (the officer in charge), made a careful search for coal, but 
without success ; but that a coal mine is in that bay, or in its immediate vicinity, I am certain of.” 

Up the River Majambo Mr. Vidal proceeded some seventeen to twenty miles, and “reports the navigation 
easy and safe for vessels of any size.” The breadth of the river being at that distance up eight to nine miles, and 
in no place during his passage up did he find it less than four miles. 

bn the 31st October the “Lyra” rejoined the “ Brisk” at Johanna, and afterwards accompanied her to 
Angoxa, as already detailed. 

After parting company on the 29th November the “ Lyra” proceeded northward, and on the 2nd December 
made the Island of Ibo, where a suspicious-looking brig was discovered at anchor off the town; and on the 
following day the brig, endeavouring to escape, was chased, captured, and sent for adjudication to Simon’s Bay, 
where she arrived on the 10th instant. 

This brig proves to be that reported from Havana as the “ Echo,” formerly the “ Rubens,” of Antwerp. 

Her Majesty's ship “* Lynx” left Mauritius on the 3rd August, and, calling at Johanna, reached Majunga, in 
Bembalooka Bay, on the 17th August. 

Lieutenant Berkeley's proceedings at Madagascar form the subject of a separate letter (Treaty of Baly). 

From Madagascar the “ Lynx” proceeded to Mozambique; and leaving it on the 29th August, reached 
Quillimane on the Ist September, Lieutenant Berkeley visiting the town and arranging with the Governor the 
mode of communication with Dr. Livingstone. 

Left Quillimane on the 4th September ; and after a very long and stormy passage arrived off the River Angoxa 
on the 18th, and on the 19th captured and destroyed a dhow fully equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade. 

On the 22nd arrived at Mozambique, whence, on the 26th September, she proceeded to Johanna, arriving on 
the 29th. 

From Johanna the ‘* Lynx” proceeded, on the 2nd October, to Cape Delgado, and thence into Rovooma Bay, 
examining the mouth of the Moyamba river, but without gaining any intelligence. On the 9th October entered 
Kiswara Bay, and captured a dhow with sixty-eight slaves on board. 

The dhow being unseaworthy was destroyed; the slaves were brought to this place in the ‘ Lynx.” 

On the 11th, communicated with Quiloa, and on the 18th arrived at Zanzibar. 

The proceedings of Lieutenant Berkeley, in assisting to uphold the authority of the Sultan of Zanzibar against 
his rebellious brother, form the subject of a separate letter. 

Keturning to Johanna on the 7th November, the “Lynx” put to sea, in company with the “ Brisk” and 
“ Lyra,” on the 14th November, and, on the 18th, was dispatched to communicate with Dr. Livingstone. Calling 
at Quillimane, the “ Lynx” reached the mouth of the Kongone on the 29th November, and on the following day 
the boats crossed the bar, but the galley having been unfortunately capsized, they were obliged to return. All the 
men were, happily, saved by the whaler, and the boat recovered; but sume stores, and a bag of letters for 
Dr. Lis ‘agstone, were lost. 

On the 2nd December Lieutenant Berkeley succeeded in communicating with Dr. Livingstone, and found the 
steam-launch hauled up on the beach for repair, her bottom being very bad in many places; all possible assistance 
was rendered in patching her up, and on the 10th December she was floated and hauled off. In the meantime, the 
provisions and stores for the expedition had been landed, and a beacon erected to facilitate the crossing of the bar ; 
and Lieutenant Berkeley having thus done all in his power to assist the expedition, left the Kongone on the 
12th December, bringing away Mr. Baines, the artist, who had been discharged by Dr. Livingstone. 

The “ Lynx” touched at Algoa Bay on the 23rd December for supplies, and anchored in Simon's Bay on the 
3rd January, 1860. 

Of the “ Persian,” I only learnt that she arrived at Johanna from Mauritius on the 29th October, and 
transferred the arms, &c., ‘intended for the Sultan of Johanna to the “ Brisk,” and, on the 4th November, 
proceeded to cruize on the southern part of the station. 

Captain De Horsey had ordered Commander Hardinge to proceed to Natal for supplies, and to join the 
“ Brisk” at Johanna. 

No intelligence of her arrival at Natal has yet been received. 

Accounts since received of her arrival at Natal on the 26th December, 1859. 

(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY, Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 

January 19, 1860. 
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No. 417. 
Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Cumberland,” Stanley Harbour, January 22, 1859. 
WITH reference to my letter No. 80 of the 25th October last, ] beg you will 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, in consequence of further 
information received by Commander Annesley, the senior officer in the River Plate, 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Buenos Ayres, respecting the suspicious character 
of the Brazilian ship “ Santo,” that officer ordered the “Oberon” to proceed to 
Ensanado and examine her; and I inclose herewith Lieutenant Paget’s report, by 
which their Lordships will perceive that nothing was found to lead to the suppo- 
sition that she was intended for the Slave Trade, although Lieutenant Paget 
considered her well adapted for it. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN LUSHINGTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 417. 
Lieutenant Paget to Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington. 


Sir, “ Oberon,” Maldonado, December 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that in pursuance of instructions from Commander William Annesley, | left 
Monte Video on the Ist instant, and proceeded to examine the Brazilian ship ‘‘ Santo,” strongly suspected by Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Buenos Ayres of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I fonid her at anchor off Ensanado, and sent Mr. Browne, Second Master, on board to make a strict examina- 
tion, and also went myself. We found she was fitted for carrying horses, and bound for Calcutta; but nothing 
could lead me to suppose she was engaged in Slave Trade, although I considered her well adapted for that 
service, 

I returned immediately to Monte Video. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDERICK G. C. PAGET. 


“Vy SSVT9 


Inclosure 2 in No. 417. 


Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours visited by Her Majesty's Steam-vesse] “ Oberon,” F. G. C. Paget, Lieutenant and Commander, between October 1 and December 31, 1858. 








Date of sailing 
from last Port. 
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(Signed) FREDERICK G. C. PAGET, Lieutenant and Commander. 


AG 


‘SUMOIGAO TVAVN WOU SLYOdAa 
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No. 418. 
Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Leopard,” off Rio de Janeiro, September 20, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from the Honourable William 
Stuart, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, respecting the French 
ship “Splendide,” which arrived at that port about a fortnight since, and is reported 
to be employed, under a contract with the French Government, for the reception of 
800 Africans, whom she purposes obtaining on the Congo coast, and conveying 
to one of the French West Indian Colonies. 

It is also reported that the “Splendide” has on board two Government 
Commissioners and two Medical Officers of the French navy, and that she is to 
meet on the West Coast of Africa two American vessels which have been engaged 
under the same contract and for the same purpose. 

1 have communicated privately with Rear-Admiral de Chabannes, the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the French naval forces on this station, who informed me that 
the particulars were correct and perfectly legal, as it was the intention of his 
Government to obtain free African labour, and not slaves. 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN LUSHINGTON. 





Inclosure in No. 418. 
Mr. Stuart to Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, September 8, 1859. 

I THINK it right to acquaint you that a French vessel named the “ Splendide’’ now in the harbour, has 
been reported to me as fitting out for the reception of 800 Africans, whom she purposes tu take on board off the 
Congo coast. 

It appears that thé ‘Splendide” lately arrived here from the Mediterranean with a cargo of Arab horses, 
after landing at Ceara some camels with which she had also been laden, and that she professes to be employed 
under a contract with the Freach Government for the purpose of conveying African labourers to some of the 
French West Indian Colonies. She is said to have slave-decks, and to be receiving a large supply of farinha and 
water. 

It is further stated she has on board two medical officers of the French navy as passengers, and she is likely 
to sail hence in four or five days. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM STUART. 





No, 419. 
Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Leopard,” at Buenos Ayres, November 16, 1859. 

i TRANSMIT, to be laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
the copy of a letter and its inclosures which I have received from the Honourable 
W. Stuart, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, relative to the 
disembarkation of two white men and three Africans from an open launch at Itaipu, 
about fifteen .miles north of Rio de Janeiro; and J beg you will inform their 
Lordships that, as the Brazilian Government has taken such t pats and energetic 
measures in this case, I have not deemed it necessary to send a vessel to that part 
of my station at present; but the “ Siren” will be directed to call, on her homeward 
voyage, at Bahia and Pernambuco, and to keep a sharp look-out along the coast to 
see if there are any signs of the Traffic in Slaves being carried on. 

I have, &c. , 
(Signed) STEPHEN LUSHINGTON. 
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